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PEOPLE  called  QJJ  AKERS.  j 

“  our  good  affeCtion,  truth  and  fidelity  to  the  chap. 
<c  Queen  and  her  government,  and  heartily  xiv. 
<e  pray  that  his  wifdom  may  direCt,  and  his 
“  blelfing  be  upon  the  Queen  and  her  great  I7°2, 
“  council,  to  the  fuppreffing  of  vice  and  im- 
“  morality,  and  the  promoting  of  piety,  peace 
“  and  charity,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
“  benefit  of  thefe  nations. 

“  May  the  King  of  Kings  make  thy  reign 
<s  long  and  glorious,  to  which  temporal  blef- 
“  fing  we  fhall  pray  for  thy  eternal  happi- 
“  nefs. 

“  Signed  on  behalf  and  by  the  appointment 
“  of  the  aforefaid  people  at  a  meeting  in 
“  London  the  ioth  of  2d  month  1702.” 

This  addrefs  was  very  favourably  received  by 
the  Queen,  who,  upon  its  being  read  to  her, 
anfwered : 


“  I  thank  you  for  your  addrefs,  and  I  allure 
you  of  my  protection.” 


The  Queen  having  afterwards  publickly  de-  The  Queen 
dared  her  refolution  to  maintain  the  aCt  of  to-  ^er 
leration  in  favour  of  diffenters,  friends  at  their  to  maintain 
fucceeding  yearly  meeting  in  London  thought  it  ^0entokra' 
proper  to  wait  upon  her  with  an  addrefs  of 
thanks  for  her  faid  declaration,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  addrels  was  drawn  up  by  faid  meeting, 
and  prefented  to  her  by  a  deputation  of  fuitable 
friends  : 


“  To 
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“  To  Queen  Anne,  over  England,  &c. 

“  The  humble  and  thankful  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  people  commonly  called  Quakers, 
from  their  yearly  meeting  in  London,  the 
30th  day  of  the  third  month  called  May, 
1702. 

“  May  it  pleafe  the  Queen, 

u  We  thy  peaceable  and  dutiful  fubje&s, 
met  from  mod:  parts  of  thy  dominions,  at 
our  ufual  yearly  meeting  (for  the  promotion 
of  piety  and  charity),  being  deeply  affedted 
with  thy  free  and  noble  refolution  in  thy  late 
“  fpeech  at  the  prorogation  of  the  parliament, 
“  to  preferve  and  maintain  the  adt  df  toleration, 
<c  for  the  eafe  and  quiet  of  all  thy  people, 
“  could  not  but  in  gratitude  efteem  ourfelves 
engaged,  both  to  thank  Almighty  God  for 
“  that  favourable  influence,  and  to  renew  and 
“  render  our  humble  and  hearty  acknowledg- 
te  ments  to  the  Queen  for  the  fame,  affuring 
“  her  (on  behalf  of  all  our  friends)  of  our 
“  fincere  affedtion  and  chriflian  obedience. 

“  And  we  befeech  God,  the  fountain  of  wif- 
te  dom  and  goodnefs,  fo  to  diredt  all  thy  coun- 
“  fels  and  undertakings,  that  righteoufnefs 
“  which  exalts  a  nation,  and  mercy  and  juflice 
“  that  eflablifh  a  throne,  may  be  the  charadter 
“  of  thy  reign,  and  the  bleflings  of  thefe  king- 
“  doms  under  it. 

<c  Signed  by  appointment  and  on  behalf 
“  of  the  faid  meeting.” 
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Of  thofe  who  prefented  this  addrefs,  William  chap. 
Penn  was  the  deliverer,  and  the  Queen  was  xiv, 
pleafed  to  fpeak  to  him  in  a  very  kind  manner,  ' — v~*~/ 
and  not  only  received  the  faid  addrefs  favour-  1702. 
ably,  but  after  it  was  read  to  her,  Ihe  was 
pleafed  to  give  the  following  anfwer  : 

“  Mr.  Penn,  I  am  fo  well  pleafed  that  what 
“  I  have  faid  is  to  your  fatisfa&ion,  that  you 
“  and  your  friends  may  be  allured  of  my  pro- 
“  teclion.” 

This  year  died  Margaret,  the  widow  of  George  Account  of 
Fox,  being  in  or  about  the  87th  year  of  her  j^rgarct 
age.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Alkew  of 
Marfh  Grange  in  the  parilh  of  Dalton  in  Lan- 
cafnire,  a  gentleman  of  an  antient  family  and 
good  eftate,  and  confpicuous  for  piety  and 
charity.  His  daughter  Margaret  was  religioully 
inclined  from  her  tender  years,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  before  Ihe  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
to  Thomas  Fell,  who  being  bred  a  lawyer,  was 
made  a  juftice  of  peace,  was  a  member  in 
feveral  parliaments,  appointed  vice-chancellor 
of  the  county  of  Lancalter,  and  after  fome  time 
a  Welch  judge,  in  which  ftations  he  acquitted 
himfelf  with  honour,  being  in  reputation  for 
wifdom,  juftice,  moderation  and  mercy.  He 
deceafed  in  the  year  1658,  having  been  married 
twenty-fix  years,  and  left  behind  him  a  Ion 
and  feven  daughters.  We  have  feen  the  means 
ufed  to  exafperate  him  again!!  the  Quakers  (fo 
called)  on  account  of  the  convincement  of  his 
wife  and  moll  of  his  family  in  his  abfence,  and 
the  anxiety  he  conceived  on  that  account ;  but 
when,  he  came  home,  the  difcreet  and  obliging 
il  behaviour 
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CHAP,  behaviour  of  his  wife,  and  George  Fox’s  dif- 
xiv.  courfe,  difpelled  the  cloud,  and  opened  his  un- 
’‘-"v — '  derftanding  to  perceive  that  the  reprefentation 
he  had  received  of  this  people  was  the  effect  of 
antipathy,  and  intended  to  prejudice  him  againfl 
them  ;  he  therefore  continued  to  treat  his  wife 
with  his  ufual  complacency  and  affection :  and 
after  he  gave  up  his  houfe  for  a  meeting-place 
for  her  and  her  friends,  he  was  not  obferved 
to  give  much  attendance  upon  the  public  wor- 
fhip,  but  when  the  meeting  was  kept  in  his 
hall,  he  generally  fat  in  an  adjoining  room, 
wrhere  he  could  hear  without  appearing  to  join 
the  friends  in  their  worfhip;  and  although  he 
did  not  profefs  himfelf  of  their  fociety,  he  af¬ 
forded  them  his  protection  againft  the  malice  of 
their  enemies,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power. 

The  principal  part  of  Margaret  Fell’s  tranf- 
actions,  as  a  member  of  this  fociety,  have  been 
already  related  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory ;  her 
frequent  applications  to  King  Charles  and  others 
in  favour  of  her  fuffering  friends,  (in  which 
her  indefatigable  perfeverance  gave  her  fuc- 
cefs),  fhe  repeated  at  times  to  near  the 
King’s  death.  To  her  own  fufferings  wTe  have 
only  to  add,  that  befide  her  premunire  and  im- 
priionments,  flue  w'as  feveral  times  fined  for 
preaching.  After  a  widowhood  of  eleven  years 
flie  wjas  married  to  George  Fox,  and  furvived 
him  about  the  fame  length  of  time.  That  fhe 
w'as  a  wroman  of  good  fenfe  and  true  greatnefs 
of  mind,  is  evident  from  her  behaviour  and  de¬ 
fence  on  her  trial  for  refufing  to  fvvear  ;  that 
fire  w'as  a  prudent  mother  and  fkilful  manager 
of  her  family  and  domeftic  concerns  appeared 
in  the  effeds  thereof  in  her  daughters,  who  were 

all 
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all  well  married,  honourable  and  well  accom-  chap. 
plifhed  women :  She  was  confpicuous  for  virtue  xrv. 
in  civil  fociety,  but  this  procured  her  no  refpebt  ' — v->> 
from  thofe  who  could  fee  no  virtue  without  the  xl°*» 
pale  of  conformity ;  floe  was  eminent  for  her 
rank  and  fervices  in  religious  fociety,  and  there 
fore  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  peculiar  feverity  of 
perfecution ;  fhe  was  honourable  in  her  life, 
and  evidenced  fhe  was  well  prepared  for  her 
death  by  the  excellent  expreffions  fhe  uttered 
near  her  conclufion. 

George  Keith,  who  had  as  yet  by  his  confor-  o.  kh-j*. 
mity  obtained  no  fettlement  in  the  church  of 
England,  but  preached  in  different  places  as  the 
bifhops  appointed  him,  was  about  this  time  fent 
as  a  miffionary  to  America,  having  raifed  an 
expectation  that  he  would  bring  over  many  of 
the  Quakers  and  others  to  the  church  (fo  called;) 
his  fuccefs  will  appear  when  we  come  in  courfe 
to  treat  of  the  Hate  of  this  fociety  in  America, 
for  there  we  fhall  meet  with  him  again. 

In  the  year  1704,  Ambrofe  Rigge  of  Ryegate  1-04. 
in  Surrey,  departed  this  life.  He  was  born  at  nf 
Banton  in  Weftmcreland,  and  convinced  of  the  iff  " 
principles  of  this  fociety  about  the  year  1652, 
and  was  thereupon  rejected  by  his  parents. and 
relations.  In  fome  time  after,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  appear  as  a  minifter  amongft  them,  and 
travelled  in  the  exercife  of  his  miniflry  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  to  the  fouthern  and  weftern  counties 
of  England  in  or  about  the  year  1 655,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Thomas  Robertfon  :  Zealous  for  the 
promotion  of  the  teftimony  of  the  truth,  his  hu  ruffcr- 
•fufferings  for  his  teftimony  bore  proportion  to  ;,'s5- 
his  zeal.  His  imprifonment  with  his  companion 
Thomas  Robertfon  at  Bafingfloke,  in  the  courfe  At  Bafa*. 

•  of 
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c  H  A  P.  of  that  year,  hath  been  already  noticed.  He 
xiv.  was  gain  imprifoned  at  Southampton  in  the 
v — fame  year.  In  the  year  1658,  palling  through 
I7°4-  thefe  parts  again,  the  impulfe  of  chriftian  duty 
At  South-  incited  him  to  vifit  his  friends  in  prifon  there, 
*jnpton.  aRcj  fQr  0fftC£  0f  brother' .  Lindnefs  he  was 

j 

feized  by  the  contlable  and  other  officers,  and 
moll  fhamefully  abufed,  being  dragged  down 
flairs,  feized  by  the  throat,  fet  on  a  cowl  flaffi, 
from  which  they  let  him  fall ;  then  they  dragged 
him  by  the  feet  to  the  cage,  pulling  his  hair 
off  his  head,  and  tearing  his  clothes.  After  all 
this  ill  ufage,  he  was,  by  the  mayor’s  order 
whipped  in  the  market  place ;  then  thrown 
down  backward  into  a  wheelbarrow,  carried  in 
that  up  a  part  of  the  llreet,  and  from  thence 
thrown  into  a  dung  cart,  and  fo  fent  away 
from  tithing  to  tithing,  and  threatened,  that  if 
he  came  again  he  fhould  be  whipped  twice  as 
much,  burned  on  the  {boulder  and  baniffied  the 
land.  At  another  time  vifiting  a  friend  in  his 
ficknefs,  he  was  taken  before  two  juilices,  who, 
becaufe  he  declined  to  puli  off  his  hat  at  their 
command,  fent  him  to  prifon,  where  he  lay  five 
weeks. 

This  is  another  fpecimen  of  the  unchriflian 
treatment,  which  this  people  received  from  thofe 
hands,  who,  under  pretence  of  the  privileges  of 
the  people  being  infringed  by  the  former  powers, 
bad  taken  up  arms  to  redrefs  their  grievances. 
The  fucceeding  revolution  of  government  in  the 
reftoration  of  the  monarchy  exempted  them 
from  thefe  fervile  punifhments  of  whipping  and 
pa  ding  them  as  vagrants,  but  expofed  them  to 
great  hardfhips  in  long  and  uncomfortable  im- 
prifonrnents,  and  fpoiling  of  their  outward  fub- 
pance. 


This 
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This  friend  feems  to  have  differed  feverely  chap. 
under  every  government,  by  mod  or  all  the  xiv. 
variety  of  penal  laws  contrived  for  the  didreffing 
of  non-conformids.  The  fifth-monarchy  men  J7°4- 
had  no  fooner  made  their  infurre&ion,  than 
he  was  taken  up  as  he  was  travelling  on  horfe- 
back  and  carried  before  the  lieutenant  of  the 
county,  who  ordered  him  to  be  dripped  and 
fearched,  fent  away  his  mare,  kept  him  on  guard  ; 
all  night,  and  next  day  fent  him  to  Wincheder, 
where  after  four  days  confinement  in  the  mar- 
fhal’s  houfe,  the  oath  of  allegiance  was  tendered 
him  by  two  judices,  who,  upon  his  refufing  it, 
committed  him  to  the  county  jail,  where  he  lay 
above  four  months.  In  1662  he  was  committed 
to  prifon  at  Horfham  in  Sufiex,  and  at  the  next  At  Hor- 
affizes  indicted,  tried  immediately,  and  fentence 
of  premunire  was  pafied  upon  him  in  the  ufual 
manner,  under  which  he  was  detained  in  prifon 
ten  years  and  upward.  He  was  profecuted  in 
the  Exchequer  for  tithes  at  the  fuit  of  Robert  in  the  Ex- 
Pepys,  pried  of  Gatton,  who  furioufly  threaten-  ehe^u=r- 
ed  to  kill  him  :  Said  Pepys  profecuted  him,  his 
wife  and  two  of  his  fervants  in  the  Ecclefiadical 
court,  and  procured  their  excommunication  for 
abfence  from  the  national  worlhip.  Ambrofe 
Rigge  was  indidted  at  feflions  for  not  going  to 
hear  common  prayer,  and  was  committed  to 
prifon,  where  he  lay  above  a  year.  In  1683  he 
was  profecuted  by  the  aforefaid  Pepys  on  the 
datute  of  20I.  a  month  for  eleven  months  ab¬ 
fence  from  the  national  worfnip. 

Having  thus  pafied  a  life  of  religious  labour 
in  the  fervice  of  God  and  man,  whereby  many 
were  converted  to  righteoufnefs ;  and  endured 
perfection  and  affliction  writh  remarkable  faith - 
jo  •*  fulnefs 
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chap,  fulnefs  and  patience,  whereby  his  peace  was 
xiv.  encreafed,  in  the  time  or  his  laft  ficknefs,  he 
— 1  looked  forward  towards  his  diffolution  as  the  end 
1  of  all  his  troubles,  faying,  I  am  going  'inhere  the 
weary  are  at  reft ;  and  having  been  inured  to 
patience  in  affliction,  it  deferted  him  not  in 
this  laft  trial  of  all.  He  bore  his  ficknefs  with 
much  patience  and  rehgnation  to  the  Divine 
Will,  and  his  love  and  efteem  of  the  pure  truth 
abode  with  him  to  the  laft,  declaring  a  little 
before  his  departure,  “  If  friends  kept  to  the 
“  root  of  life  in  themfelves  they  would  be  the 
“  happieft  people  in  the  world.”  He  departed 
this  life  the  30th  of  1  im0,  1704,  aged  feventy 
years  or  upward,  and  a  minifter  forty-nine 
years. 

He  lived  long  enough  to  fee  with  regret  a 
declenfion  in  fome  profeffing  the  fame  principle 
of  truth,  in  turning  their  attention  more  to  the 
purfuit  of  great  poffeffions  in  this  world,  to  ag¬ 
grandize  themfelves  and  families,  than  to  make 
their  calling  and  election  fure,  whereby  fome 
meeting  with  difappointment  in  their  aim,  had 
deviated  from  that  fcrupulous  regard  to  moral 
juftice,  which  in  the  beginning  had  remarkably 
diftinguifhed  the  members  of  this  fociety ;  the 
deep  and  affecting  concern  of  his  mind  drew 
from  him  the  following  epiftle  of  advice  to  his 
friends  : 

“  Many  days  and  months,  yea,  fome  years, 
“  hath  my  life  been  oppreffed,  and  my  fpirit 
<c  grieved,  to  fee  and  hear  of  the  uneven  walking 
<s  of  many,  who  have  a  name  to  live,  and  pro- 
£t  refs  the  knowledge  of  God  in  -words,  yea, 
<c  and  alfo  of  fome  who  had  tailed  of  the  good 
te  word  of  God,  and  have  been  made  partakers 

“  of 
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“  of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  and  have  CHAP. 
“  received  the  heavenly  gift  and  grace  of  God,  xiv. 

“  which  teacheth  ail  (who  walk  in  it)  to  deny  all 
ii  ungodlincfs  and.  worldly  lujls ,  and  to  live  foberly ,  17°4-. 

“  konejJiy  and  righteouji  in  this  prefent  world, 

“  whole  fakhfulnefs  (with  great  reafon)  hath 
“  been  expected  to  God  in  things  of  the  higheft 
cc  concern,  and  to  have  walked  as  lights  in  the 
“  world,  and  in  all  faithfulnefs  both  to  God  and 
“  man,  to  have  ftoou  as  living  monuments  of 
“  the  mercies  of,  the  Lord,  letting  their  lights 
ii  fo  fhine  before  men,-  that  they  might  fee  their 
“  good  works,  both  in  fpiritual  and  temporal 
u  concerns  ;  and  fo  might  have  honoured  and 
“  glorified  God  in  their  day  and  generation, 

“  and  have  convinced  (or  confounded)  gain- 
“  layers,  putting  to  ftlence  the  ignorance  of 
e<  foolifh  men,  whereby  the  worthy  name  of  the 
“  Lord  (by  which  they  have  been  called),  might 
“  have  been  renowned  through  the  earth,  and 
“  his  precious  truth  andglorv  fpread  to  the  ends 
“  of  it,  that  many  through  the  beholding  their 
“  good  and  exemplary  converfation  in  Chrifl, 

“  (coupled  with  the  holy  fear  of  God)  might 
“  have  defired  to  lay  hold  of  the  Ikirt  of  a  chrif- 
“  tian  indeed,  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men ,  but  of 
«  God. 

“  Thefe  are  the  fruits  which  we  have  laboured 
<c  and  travelled  for,  through  many  and  great 
tc  tribulations,  that  many  might  he  turned  to  righte- 
“  oufnefs ,  and  that  the  knowledge  of  the  power 
“  and  glory  of  the  Lord  might  cover  the  earUh, 

“  even  as  the  waters  do  the  fea.  This  was  (and 
“  is)  our  only  end  and  defign,  which  blefled  be 
te  the  Lord,  many  are  witnefles  of,  and  elbablifhed 
“  in,  to  our  abundant  joy  and  comfort:  But  there 

“  are 
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are  fome  amongft  us,  who  have  not  walked 
humbly  with  the  Lord,  as  he  hath  required, 
nor  kept  in  that  low  eftate,  neither  inwardly 
nor  outwardly ,  which  becometh  fuch  who  are 
travelling  up  to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thither¬ 
ward,  but  have  launched  from  the  rock  which 
is  firm  and  fare,  into  the  great  fea  of  troubles 
and  uncertainty ,  where  fome  have  been  drown¬ 
ed,  others  hardly  efcaping,  and  many  yet  la¬ 
bouring  for  the  fhore.  with  little  hopes  of 
coming  at  it ;  who  have  not  only  brought 
themfelves  in  danger  of  fuffering  fhipwreck, 
but  have  drawn  in  others ,  and  have  endan¬ 
gered  them  alfo,  which  hath  opened  the 
mouths  of  the  enemies  of  Zion' s  welfare,  to 
blafpheme  his  great  and  glorious  name,  and 
hath  eclipfed  the  lufire  of  the  glorious  fun  of 
rightecufnefs,  both  in  city  and  in  country ; 
this  is  a  crying  evil,  and  ought  not  to  go 
unreproved,  and  that  with  a  fiemere  counte¬ 
nance  ;  for  God  is  angry  with  it,  and  will 
affuredly  punilh  it. 

“  Many  have  got  credit  upon  the  account  of 
truth,  becaufe  at  the  beginning  it  did ,  and 
doth  ftiil  lead  all,  who  were  and  are  faithful 
to  it,  to  faithfulnefs  and  truth,  even  in  the 
unrighteous  mammon ,  and  to  let  their  yea  be 
yea ,  and  their  nay  be  nay ,  even  between  man 
and  man  in  outward  things ;  fo  that  many 
would  have  credited  one  that  was  called  a 
QUAKER  with  much,  and  many  I  believe 
.did  meerly  upon  that  account,  fome  whereof, 
I  doubt,  have  juft  caufe  to  repent  of  it  al¬ 
ready  :  but  if  truth  and  righteoufnefs  had 
been  lived  in  by  all  who  profefs  it,  there  had 
been  no  fuch  occafion  given  :  For  they  who 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS.  15 

“  dill  retain  their  integrity  to  (he  truth  anduife  chap. 
“  of  righteoufnefs  manifefted,  can  live  with  a  xiv. 
li  cup  of  water ,  and  a  morfel  of  bread  in  a  cot - 
“  tage,  before  they  can  hazard  other  men’s  I7°4- 
“  edates  to  advance  their  own  ;  fuch  are  not 
“  forward  to  borrow,  nor  to  complain  for  want, 

“  for  their  eye  and  trull  is  to  the  Lord  their 
“  preferver  and  upholder,  and  he  hath  con- 
“  tinued  the  little  meal  in  the  barrel ',  and  the  oyl 
“  in  the  crufe  hath  not  failed  to  fuch,  ’till  God 
“  hath  fent  further  help  ;  this  is  certainly  known 
“  to  a  remnant  at  this  day,  who  have  coveted  no 
“  man’s  fiver ,  gold  or  apparel ,  but  have  and  do 
“  labour  u  lth  their  hands  night  and  day ,  that  the 
“  gofpel  may  be  without  charge. 

“  It  is  fo  far  below  the  nobility  of  Chrifianity , 

“  that  it  is  Ihort  of  common  civility  and  honed  fo- 
c<  ciety  amongft  men,  to  twifl  into  men’s  edates, 

“  and  borrow  upon  the  truth’s  credit,  (gained  by 
“  the  juft  and  upright  dealing  of  the  faithful) 

“  more  than  they  certainly  know  their  own 
<c  edates  are  like  to  anfwer  ;  and  with  what  they 

borrow  reach  after  great  things  in  the  world, 

“  appearing  to  men  to  be  what  in  the  fight  of 
“  God  and  truth  they  are  not,  feeding  to  com- 
“  pafs  great  gain  to  themfelves,  whereby  to 
<c  make  themfelves  or  children  rich  or  great  in 
“  the  world :  This  I  teftifv  for  the  Lord  God, 

“  is  deceit  and  hypocrify,  and  will  be  blafted 
“  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth,  2nd  we  have 
“  feen  it  already. 

“  And  that  eftate,  that  is  got  either  with  the 
“  rending,  or  with  the  hazard  of  rending  ano- 
“  ther  man’s,  is  neither  honeftly  got,  nor  can 
“  be  blelfed  in  the  podeftion :  For  he  that  bor- 
“  rows  money  of  another,  if  the  money  lent  be 

“  either 
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e-itfaer-  the  Lender's  proper  efia&s,  or  part  of  it, 
or  orphans  money  that  he  is  entrufted  withal, 
or  widow’s,  or  fome  fuch,  who  would  not  let 
it  go  but  upon  certain  good  fecuritv,  and 
to  have  the  valuable  conhderation  of  its  im¬ 
provement  ;  and  the  borrower,  though  he 
hath  little  or  no  real  or  perfonal  eftate  of  his 
own,  but  hath  got  fome  credit,  either  as  he 
is  a  profeifor  of  the  truth,  or  otherwife,  and 
hath  (it  may  be)  a  little  houfe,  and  a  fmall 
trade,  it  may  be  enough  to  a  low  and  con¬ 
tented  mind  ;  but  then  the  enemy  gets  in, 
and  works  in  his  mind,  and  he  begins  to 
think  of  an  higher  trade  and  a  finer  houfe, 
and  to  live  more  at  eafe  and  pleafure  in  the 
world,  and  then  contrives  how  he  may  bor¬ 
row  of  this  and  the  other,  and  wdien  accom- 
plifned  according  to  his  defire,  then  he  begins 
to  undertake  great  things,  and  get  into  a 
fine  houfe,  and  gather  rich  furniture  and 
goods  together,  launching  prefently  into  the 
ltrong  torrent  of  a  great  trade,  and  then  make 
a  great  fhow,  beyond  what  really  he  is,  which 
is  dilhonefty  •,  and  if  he  accomplilh  his  in¬ 
tended  purpofe,  to  raife  himfelf  in  the  world, 
it  is  with  the  hazard  (at  lead;)  of  other  men’s 
ruin,  which  is  unjuft :  but  if  he  falls  fhort 
of  his  expectation  (as  commonly  fuch  do) 
then  he  doth  not  only  ruin  others,  but  himfelf 
alfo,  and  brings  a  great  reproach  upon  the 
blefled  truth  he  profeffeth,  which  is  worfe 
than  all ;  and  this  hath  already  been  mani- 
fefted  in  a  great  meafure,  and  by  fad  ex¬ 
perience  witneffeu.  But  the  honeft,  upright 
heart  and  mind  knows  how  to  want,  as  well 
as  how  to  abound,  having  learned  content 

“  in 
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£  in  all  Rates  and  conditions ;  a  fmall  cottage  chap. 
4  and  a  little  trade  is  fufficient  to  that  Mind,  xiv. 

4  and  it  never  wants  what  is  fufficient :  For  be 
4  that  clothes  the  lilies ,  and  feeds  the  ravens ,  1 7°4- 

4  cares  for  all  who  trufl  in  him ,  as  it  is  at  this 
4  day  witneffed,  praifes  to  God  on  high ;  and 
6  that  man  hath  no  glory  in  (nor  mind  out  after) 

4  fuperfuous  or  needlefs ,  rich  hangings ,  cojlly 
4  furniture ,  fine  tables ,  great  treats ,  curious  beds , 

4  veffels  of  filver ,  or  veffels  of  gold ,  //jo  -uory  pof- 
c  feJflon  tf  which  creates  envy ,  as  faid  the  antient 
4  chriftian  Clemens  Alexandrinus.  Padag.  lib.  i. 

4  3.  pag.  160,  161. 

44  The  way  to  be  rich  and  happy  in  this 
4  world,  is  firft  to  learn  righteoufnefs ;  for  fuch 
4  were  never  forfaken  in  any  age ,  nor  their  feed 
4  begging  their  bread.  And  charge  all  parents 
4  of  children,  that  they  keep  their  children  low 
4  and  plain  in  meat,  drink ,  apparel ,  and  every 
4  thing  elfe,  and  in  due  fubjection  to  all  juft 
4  and  reafonable  commands,  and  let  them  not 
4  appear  above  the  real  eftates  of  their  parents, 

4  nor  get  up  in  pride  and  high  things,  though 
4  their  parents  have  plentiful  eftates  ;  for  that 
4  is  of  dangerous  confequence  to  their  future 
4  happinefs  :  And  let  all  who  profefs  the  truth, 

4  both  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  fee  that 
4  they  walk  according  to  the  rule  and  difcipline 
4  of  the  gofpel,  in  all  godly  converfation  and 
4  honefty,  that  none  may  fuffer  wrong  by  them 
4  in  any  matter  or  thing  whatever ;  that  as  the 
4  Apoftle  exhorted,  they  may  owe  nothing  to  any 
4  man ,  but  to  love  one  another ;  for  love  out  of  a 
4  pure  heart  is  the  fulfilling  the  law :  which  law 
4  commands  to  do  jufily  to  all  men  :  And  he  that 
4  hath  but  little,  let  him  live  according  to  that 
Vol.  IV.  C  44  little. 
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“  little,  and  appear  to  be  what  in  truth  he  is  j 
££  for  above  all  God  abhors  the  hypocrite,  and 
“  he  that  makes  halte  to  be  rich  falls  into  fnares , 
“  temptations ,  and  many  noifome  and  hurtful  lujls , 
“  which  drown  many  in  perdition,  and  the  love 
“  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil ,  which  while 
“  fome  have  lujled  after ,  they  have  erred  from  the 
££  faith ,  and  compared  themfelves  about  with 
<£  many  for  rows. 

“  For  preventing  this  growing  evil  for  the 
“  time  to  come,  let  fuch  by  faithful  friends  be 
<£  exhorted,  who  either  live  wdthout  due  care, 
“  fpending  above  what  they  are  able  to  pay  for, 
4£  or  run  into  great  trades,  beyond  what  they 
“  can  in  honefty  and  truth  manage,  and  let 
££  them  be  tenderly  admonifhed  of  fuch  their 
<£  undertakings  ;  this  will  not  offend  the  lowdy 
<£  upright  mind ;  neither  will  the  honeft-mind- 
“  ed,  who  through  a  temptation  may  be  drawn 

44  into  fuch  a  fnare  and  danger,  take  any  occa- 
“  fion  to  flumble,  becaufe'his  deeds  are  brought 
<£  to  the  light.  And  if  after  mature  deliberation, 
£:  any  are  manifefted  to  be  run  into  any  danger 
££  of  falling,  or  pulling  t)thers  dowm  with  them, 
£1  let  them  be  faithfully  dealt  withal  in  time , 
££  before  the  hope  of  recovery  be  loft,  by  honeft, 
“  faithful  friends,  who  are  clear  of  fuch  things 

45  themfelves,  and  be  admonifhed  to  pay  what 
££  they  have  borrowed  faithfully  and  in  due 
££  time,  and  be  content  with  their  own ,  and  to 
££  labour  with  their  own  hands  in  the  thing  that 
t£  is  honeft,  that  they  may  have  wherewith  to 
c£  give  to  him  that  needeth,  knowing  that  it  is 
££  snore  blefed  to  give  than  to  receive.  And  if 
££  they  hear,  and  are  thereby  recovered,  you 
££  will  not  count  vour  labour  loft  :  but  if  they 

<£  be 
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44  be  high,  and  refufe  admonition,  it  is  a  mani-CH  ap. 
44  fed  fign  all  is  not  well :  Let  fuch  be  admonifh-  xiv. 

44  ed  again  by  more  friends,  and  warned  of  the  1 — * — + 
44  danger  before  them  ;  and  if  they  dill  refufe  I4°4- 
44  and- reject  counfel  and  admonition,  then  lay 
44  it  before  the  meeting  (concerned  about  truth’s 
44  affairs)  to  which  they  do  belong,  and  if  they 
44  refufe  to  hear  them,  then  let  a  teftimony  go 
44  forth  againd  fuch  their  proceedings  and  un- 
44  dertakings,  as  not  being  agreeable  to  the  truth , 

44  nor  the  tejlimony  of  a  good  confcience ,  neither  in 
44  the  fight  of  God  nor  man  ;  this  will  be  a  terror 
44  to  evil-doers  of  this  kind,  and  a  praife,  en- 
44  couragement  and  refrelhment  to  them  who 
44  do  well,  and  nothing  will  be  led,  that  is 
44  worth  faving,  by  this  care :  for  he  that  doth 
44  truth,  whether  in  fpiritual  or  temporal  mat- 
44  ters,  will  willingly  bring  his  deeds  to  light, 

44  that  they  may  be  manifeded  to  all,  that  they 
44  are  wrought  in  God. 

44  Thefe  things  lay  weightily  upon  me,  and  I 
44  may  truly  fay,  in  the  fight  of  God,  I  writ 
44  them  in  a  great  crofs  to  my  own  will ,  for  I 
44  delight  not,  nay,  my  foul  is  bowed  down  at 
44  the  occafion  of  writing  fuch  things ;  but  there 
44  is  no  remedy,  the  name  of  the  Lord  has 
44  been,  and  is  likely  to  be  greatly  difhonoured* 

44  if  things  of  this  nature  be  not  dopped,  or 
44  prevented  for  time  to  come  :  Therefore 
44  I  befeech  you  all,  who  have  the  weight  and 
44  fenfe  of  thefe  things  upon  you,  let  fome 
44  fpeedy  and  effectual  courfe  be  taken  to  pre- 
44  vent  what  podibly  we  may,  both  in  this  and 
44  all  other  things,  that  may  any  way  cloud  the 
44  glory  of  that  fun  which  is  rifen  amongd  us. 

44  And  make  this  public,  and  fend  it  abroad  to 
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c  h  a  p.  r;  be  read  in  true  fear  and  reverence,  and  let 
xiv.  “  all  concerned  be  faithfully  and  plainly  warned 
v— — >  «  (without  refpeft  of  perfons)  by  faithful  friends, 
1704.  -^vho  have  the  care  of  God’s  glory,  and  his 
<c  church’s  peace  and  profperity  upon  them  : 
“  So  will  the  majefty  and  glory  of  God  ftiine 
“  upon  your  heads,  and  you  (hall  be  a  good 
“  favour  of  life,  both  in  them  that  are  faved, 
“  and  in  them  that  are  loft. 

m 

“  Written  by  one  'who  longs  to  fee  righteoufnefs 
“  exalted ,  and  all  deceit  confounded. 

“  Gatten-place  in  Surrey ,  the  16th 
“  of  the  nth  month,  1678. 

“  AMBROSE  RIGGE.” 
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CHAP.  XV. 


Account  of  John  Blakeling. — Gilbert  Latey. — Anne 
Camm. — Perfecting  At 7,  entitled  Hef.eticks, 
pajfed  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. — Repealed  by 
the  Queen  and  Council. 

John  blakeling  of  Draw-well  in  the  chap. 

parifh  of  Sedbergh  in  Yorkshire,  on  the  border  xv* 
of  Weftmoreland,  was  one  amongft  the  earlieft 
profeffors  of  the  univerfaiity  of  the  light  Account  of 
of  grace  which  came  by  Jefus  Chrift ;  him-  John  Blake - 
felf,  his  wife,  his  father  and  mother  being  u‘s' 
people  in  eftimation  with  moft  or  all  who  knew 
them,  for  their  fobriety  and  religious  conver- 
fation,  were  all  convinced  by  the  miniflry  of 
George  Fox,  when  he  firft  publifhed  his  doctrine 
of  the  divine  light  in  man  in  thefe  parts,  viz.  in  the 
third  month  1652.  About  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1655,  J°^n  Blakeling  appeared  as  a  public 
minifler  of  the  fame  doctrine,  and  foon  aft^r 
travelled  into  the  counties  of  Durham,  Northum¬ 
berland  and  Yorkfhire.  A  few  years  after  that 
he  travelled  into  Scotland,  vifiting  a  great  part 
of  that  nation,  as  alfo  the  northern  counties  of 
England  in  his  way  thither,  and  in  his  return. 

He  likewife  travelled  through  moft  of  the  coun¬ 
ties.  of  the  nation  at  different  times  in  the 
exercife  of  his  miniflry,  wherein  his  labours 
were  very  ferviceable  and  very  acceptable  to  his 
friends,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved  and 
refpedted. 

Being 
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cgH  A  p.  Being  a  man  of  primitive  fimplicity  in  his 
xv.  miniftry,  he  was  more  attentive  to  minifter  under 
the  influence  of  divine  power  and  wifdom  to 
I/05*  reach  and  affect  the  heart  with  folid  impreflicns, 
than  to  pleafe  the  ear  by  elegance  of  fpeech  ; 
although  his  teftimony  was  not  eloquent,  it  was 
fubftantial  in  profound  and  important  matter, 
fuitable  to  the  ftates  of  the  auditory  to  which  he 
miniftered. 

In  the  difeipline  of  the  fociety  he  was  emin¬ 
ently  ferviceable,  being  endowed  with  clear  dif- 
cernment,  found  judgment  and  a  good  under- 
ftanding  in  fpiritual  fubjedts,  as  well  as  in 
temporal  affairs,  whereby  he  was  well  qualified 
to  give  his  fentiments  with  pertinence  to  matters 
under  deliberation  ;  he  was  remarkably  zealous 
for  the  promotion  and  maintaining  of  good 
order  in  the  church,  firm  and  fteadfaft  in  op- 
pofing  and  bearing  teftimony  againft  contentious, 
■  diforderly  and  licentious  fp-irits,  againft  fuch  as 
occaftoned  difrepute  to  the  character  of  the  fo¬ 
ciety.  It  was  at  his  houfe  at  *  Draw-well,  that 
the  memorable  meeting  was  held  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  John  Wilkinfon,  John  Story  and  their 
adherents,  as  before  recited. 

'His  benevolence  and  charity  to  the  deferving 
-were  no  lefs  remarkable,  than  his  zeal  for  good 
order.  A  tender  fympathizer  with  thofe  in  low 
circumftances,  he  frequently  aftifted  them  in 
their  difficulties,  to  the  hazard  of  lofing  thereby, 
and  frequently  had  the  fatisfaction  to  fee  the 
good  effects  of  this  exertion  of  his  benevolence, 
in  being  bieffed  with  fuccefs  for  their  effectual 
relief. 

He 


*  See  vol.  iii,  p.  X3, 
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He  had  both  the  qualification  and  uifpofition  chap. 
to  prevent  mifunderftandings  and  promote  peace,  xv. 
being  poff'effed  of  penetration,  judgment  and 
patience,  with  impartiality,  to  determine  contro-  1/05‘ 
verfies  and  reconcile  differences  about  temporal 
concerns  ;  his  reputation,  for  juftice  and  know¬ 
ledge  in  which,  produced  the  general  confidence 
of  his  friends  and  others,  to  devolve  upon  him 
various  trufts  for  orphans,  &c.  which  he  tranf- 
a£ted  with  unfpotted  integrity ;  fo  that  his  re¬ 
moval,  even  in  an  advanced  age,  was  reputed 
a  fenfible  lofs,  not  only  in  the  lociety  of  which 
he  was  a  member,'  but  in  his  neighbourhood 
alfo. 

His  unfpotted  reputation  did  not  exempt  him 
from  the  fufferings  attendant  on  his  profeifion ; 
he  was  a  confiderable  fufferer  both  in  perfon 
and  property.  In  the  year  1661,  this  friend, 
in  company  with  many  more,  was  taken  from 
a  meeting  at  South  Shields  in  the  county  of  Dur¬ 
ham  by  Major  Graham,  then  deputy  governor 
of  Tinmouth  cattle ;  they  were  call  into  filthy 
holes  there,  where  they  lay  a  month,  and  then 
be  turned  them  out,  having  fo  far  as  appeared 
to  them,  neither  order,  authority  nor  warrant 
for  any  part  of  his  proceeding.  In  1664  he 
was  imprifoned  in  Y irk  cattle,  fixty  miles 
from  his  habitation,  being  taken  with  about 
fifty  more  from  a  meeting  at  Thomas  Taylor’s 
in  Sedbergh,  and  after  being  detained  fome  time 
in  the  cuftodv  of  the  conftable,  they  were  order¬ 
ed  by  the  juttices  to  appear  at  the  feflions  about 
a  week  after,  which  they  did  ;  and  John  Blake- 
ling,  with  about  twenty  others,  were  from 
thence  committed  to  the  aforelaid  caftle.  In 
the  year  1683  he  was  profecuted  in  the  arch¬ 
deacons 
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chap,  deacons  court  at  Richmond,  and  by  a  writ  de 
xv*  excommunicato  capiendo  committed  again  to  York 
caftle,  where  he  was  confined  feveral  years,  as 
x7°5 •  appears  by  two  petitions  figned  by  him  in  com¬ 
pany  with  other  prifoners,  one  to  the  King  in 
1684,  the  other  to  the  Members  of  parliament 
for  the  county  in  1685.  The  following  extract 
from  the  former  exhibits  a  plain  narrative  of 
the  ruinous  and  unfair  modes  of  plunder  adopted 
by  ill-principled  men  againft  this  inoffenfive 
body  of  fubjects  for  the  vileft  purpofes : 

44  Divers  perfons  convidted,  fined  and  dif- 
44  trained  upon  the  ftatute  of  20I.  a  month, 
44  were  firfl  prefented  and  profecuted  upon  the 
44  ftatute  of  1 2d.  a  Sunday’s  abfence,  and  at 
44  the  beginning  of  the  feftions  called  upon  the 
44  faid  prefentment  and  profecution ;  yet  during 
44  the  feftions  the  profecution  was  changed  to 
“  20I.  a  month,  and  the  informers  and  bailiffs 
44  who  were  appointed  to  make  the  diftrefs,  were 
44  fo  cruel,  and  fo  deftitute  of  common  huma- 
44  nity,  that  where  there  were  not  goods  fuf- 
44_ficient  to  gratify  their  avaricious  defires,  they 
44  have  taken  the  very  beds  from  under  the 
44  fick,  their  working  tools  from  tradeftnen, 
44  and  the  entire  property  of  all  kinds  from 
44  others,  fo  that  many  families  have  been  to- 
44  tally  ruined,  to  the  great  grief  of  many  fober 
44  people  wdio  had  the  opportunity  of  obferving 
44  their  cruel  ufage. 

44  Since  the  profecution  of  our  friends  for 
44  monthly  abfence  began  by  qui  tarns ,  feveral 
44  of  the  w'orft  fort  of  men,  fome  who  have 
44  wafted  their  own  eftates,  take  this  method  of 
44  repairing  them  by  the  fpoil  of  honeft  people, 
44  Others  who  owe  monev  upon  bonds,  being 

44  called 
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“  upon  for  payment,  forthwith  bring  a  qui-  chap. 
“  taniy  and  by  this  method  difcount  and  pay  xv* 

“  their  debts,  or  elfe  clap  the  juft  creditor  in 
“  prifon,  to  lie  there  unlefs  the  bond  be  given 
“  up.” 

In  the  year  1671  he  was  fined  20I.  10s.  for 
a  meeting  at  his  houfe. 

While  of  ability  of  body  he  was  a  good  ex¬ 
ample,  in  a  diligent  attendance  of  religious 
meetings  ;  but  for  fome  time  before  his  death, 
he  was  prevented  by  the  infirmities  attendant 
upon  advanced  age,  during  which,  he  expreffed 
the  comfort ,  which  he  enjoyed  in  the  Lord's  -peace 
and  prefence  with  him  in  his  old  age ,  that  his  day's 
work  was  nigh  done ,  and  his  reward  and  rejl 
with  God  was  fure .  He  often  fignified  his  pre- 
parednefs  to  leave  the  world,  with  fervent  de¬ 
fires  for  truth’s  profperity,  and  the  prefervation 
of  unity  and  concord  amongft  brethren,  in  a 
faithful  and  fteady  teftimony  for  the  fame  in 
every  part  thereof. 

He  had  a  fhort  ficknefs  and  an  eafy  death, 
palling  quietly  out  of  this  world  without  a  figh 
or  a  groan,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age, 
and  was  honourably  interred  at  Friends  burying 
place  at  Sedbergh,  the  fourth  day  of  the  5th 
month,  1705. 

Gilbert  Latey,  whom  I  have  had  repeated  occa-  Account  cf 
fion  to  mention,  for  his  frequent  folicitations  to 
government  in  favour  of  his  friends  under  Of¬ 
ferings,  died  in  the  courfe  of  this  year.  He  was 
born  of  honeft  parents  in  the  parilh  called  St. 

Ilfey  in  Cornwall,  in  1626.  His  father  was  a 
reputable  yeoman,  his  mother  a  gentlewoman  of 
the  principal  family  in  the  parilh.  Gilbert  be- 
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ing  their  youngefl  child,  and  his  elder  brothers 
being  fettled  in  bufinefs  abroad,  and  in  a  prof- 
perous  way,  he  was  defirous  all'o  to  learn  fome 
.  trade  ;  and  being  a  promifing  youth,  a  perfon, 
a  taylor  by  trade,  was  defirous  of  taking  him  as 
an  apprentice,  to  whom  he  was  bound  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  ferved  a  fevere  apprenticefhip  with 
fidelity. 

When  the  term  of  his  apprenticefhip  was 
finifhed,  he  removed  for  improvement  in  his 
occupation,  firit  to  Plymouth,  and  after  -:.  '3.1*  kis  to 
London,  where  he  arrived  in  the  9th  month, 
1648.  He  was  a  man  of  a  fober  converfation, 
and  fincerely  religious,  attaching  himfelf  to  thofe 
paflors  and  teachers  who  were  in  the  greateft 
eflimation  at  that  time,  frequenting  fermons 
with  remarkable  diligence,  and  exercifing  him¬ 
felf  much  in  private  prayer :  His  integrity  of 
heart,  feen  by  the  all-infpe£ting  eye,  drew  down 
the  divine  blefling  on  the  labour  of  his 
hands,  which  profpered  his  undertakings  in 
buftnefs :  His  religious  regard  to  honeflv  pro¬ 
cured  him  reputation,  and  his  reputation  pro¬ 
cured  him  the  employment  and  cordial  regard 
of  many  perfons  of  confiderable  rank  and  fta- 
tion  in  the  world.  But  his  outward  profperity 
did  not  fatisfy  the  defire  of  his  foul,  which 
was  to  find  peace  with  his  maker  :  In  fearch  of 
this  attainment  he  had  reforted  from  one  preacher 
to  another,  of  thofe  who  were  accounted  the 
moil  refined,  and  moil  eminent  for  piety  and  re¬ 
ligious  experience,  but  in  his  fearching  without, 
he  could  not  find  what  he  wanted  to  obtain. 

In  the  year  1654,  he  heard  that  fome  men 
out  of  the  North  were  to  have  a  meeting  at  the 
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houfe  of  Sarah  Mathews,  widow,  to  which  he  c  H  A  p- 
went1;  thefe  men  were  Francis  Howgill  and  Ed-  xv* 
ward  Burrough ;  by  the  powerful  and  convinc- 
ing  miniftry  of  the  latter  he  was  fo  effectually  l/°'*’ 
reached,  that  he  yielded  alfent  to  his  doctrine  of 
the  light  of  Chrift  in  man  ;  and  not  confulting 
with  Belli  and  blood,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
follow  the  leadings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  through 
the  illumination  whereof  he  attained  a  clear  and 
difcerning  underltanding,  and  a  found  judg¬ 
ment,  by  which  he  was  qualified  to  become  a 
ferviceable  alfiftant,  in  thefe  early  times  of  the 
fociety,  previous  to  the  eftablilhing  of  a  regular 
difcipline,  to  introduce  and  preferve  order  in 
the  church  in  the  city  of  London  and  places  ad¬ 
jacent,  as  well  as  in  fettling  and  keeping  up 
the  meetings  in  thofe  parts,  being  exemplary  in 
attending  and  vifiting  them,  from  place  to  place, 
as  his  concern  drew  him  ;  although  frequently 
in  great  jeopardy,  during  the  time  of  anarchy 
between  Cromwell’s  death,  and  the  refloration  of 
King  Charles,  when  the  rude  populace*  were 
broken  loofe,  and  flimulated  to  rage  and  vio¬ 
lence,  and  would  frequently  ffone  them  going 
to,  in,  and  coming  from  their  religious  meet¬ 
ings,  to  the  fhedding  the  blood  and  endangering 
the  lives  of  many. 

About  this  time  I  apprehend  it  was,  that  he 
met  with  a  very  clofe  trial  of  his  faith,  com¬ 
parative  to  the  cutting  off  the  right  hand  :  fie  h<-  decline* 
was  ffill  in  a  very  profperous  way  of  bufinefs, 
in  which  he  employed  many  journeymen  to  an-  fupcrf.ur.nt 
fwer  the  calls  of  his  employers,  many  of  whom  on’anunt*- 
\vere  perfons  of  rank  and  fafhion  ;  but  being  by  , 

the 
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CHAP,  the  power  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  induced  to  deny 
xv-  himfelf  of  all  fuperfluity  and  needlefs  ornaments 
in  his  own  apparel,  in  conformity  to  the  plain- 
7°^’  nefs  of  his  profelfion,  and  the  doctrine  of 
the  apoflles  of  Chrift,  which  was  againft  the 
wearing  of  gold  and  filver  and  coftly  array  : 
The  fame  principle  of  light  and  grace  which  had 
inftruCted  him  to  lay  afide  all  fuperfluities  in  his 
own  perfon,  inftruCted  him  further  that  he  could 
not  keep  up  his  tellimony  for  the  fimplicity  of  the 
gofpel  with  clearnefs,  while  he  was  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  furnilhing  to  others  thofe  fuperfluities, 
which  he  had,  from  confcientious  conviction  of 
their  tendency  to  nourifh  a  vain  mind,  and  their 
inconfiftency  with  chriflian  gravity  and  humi¬ 
lity,  laid  afide.  In  order  to  appeafe  his  con- 
fcience,  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  the  crofs,  and  endure  the  fhame,  by  de¬ 
clining  to  adorn  any  apparel  with  fuperfluous  or¬ 
naments  of  lace,  ribbons  and  fuch  like  need¬ 
lefs  trimming,  or  fuffering  his  fervants  to  do  it ; 
which  occafioned  many  to  imagine  he  was  going 
befide  himfelf.  His  cuflomers  left  him ;  his 
trade  declined  ;  he  was  obliged  to  difmifs  his 
journeymen  for  want  of  employment ;  his  out¬ 
ward  profpects  were  fo  difcouraging  that  he  did 
not  know  but,  that  he  might  now  be  reduced  to 
the  neceflity  of  working  in  the  capacity  of  a  jour¬ 
neyman  himfelf,  and  of  earning  his  bread  by 
his  daily  labour:  Yet  being  thus  ftrengthened 
to  prefer  the  teflimony  of  a  good  confcience  to 
the  acquifition  of  temporary  treafure,  and  give 
up  all  the  flattering  profpefts  of  this  world  for 
folid  peace  of  mind,  poflefling  his  foul  in  pa¬ 
tience,  and  fubmitting  to  be  accounted  a  fool 
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for  Chrift’s  fake,-  he  experienced  the  kindnefs  ofCHAP. 
divine  providence  fupporting  him  through  his  xv- 
trials  ;  fo  that  as  his  outward  difcouragements 
abounded,  his  inward  peace  did  much  more  a-  I7°*‘ 
bound  ;  and  having  faithfully  fought  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  and  his  righteoufnefs  ;  all  things 
necefiary,  for  his  accommodation  in  this  life, 
were  added  to  his  full  content. 

And  although  he  loft  the  employment  of  many 
of  his  cuftomers  of  rank  and  quality,  he  did 
not  lofe  their  refpectful  efteem  of  his  virtue  and 
his  integrity  ;  this  they  retained  with  kindnefs, 
which  gave  him  ready  accefs  to  them,  and  others 
in  authority  and  power  ;  many  of  whom  were 
pleafed  to  favour  him  with  their  countenance 
and  friendfhip  on  feveral  occafions.  His  intereft 
and  acquaintance  with  perfons  of  high  rank  and 
Ration  he  applied,  not  to  his  own  emolument, 
but  to  the  relief  of  his  friends  under  fuffering 
in  perfon  or. property  ;  deeply  fympathizing  with 
them  in  their  various  afflictions,  he  was  always 
forward  to  ufe  his  folicitations  for  their  eafe, 
and  frequently  with  fignal  fuccefs. 

When  intelligence  was  received  in  London  ofHkfcKcka- 
the  imprifonment  of  Katharine  Evans  and  Sarah  S??* 
Cheevers,  in  the  inquifition  of  Malta ;  Gilbert  Katharine 
Latey  (who  in  concert  with  George  Fox  was  IS  “d 
concerned  for  their  releafe*)  applied  himfelf  with  cheers., 
folicitude  to  find  out  fome  perfon,  if  pofflble, 
who  had  an  intereft  or  influence  in  thofe  parts, 
and,  after  fome  time  and  pains  fpent  in  the  en¬ 
quiry,  he  received  information, 'that  one,  called 
Lord  D’Aubigny,  who  had  come  over  with  the 

Queen 

*  Sec  rol.  ii.  p.  61. 


HISTORY  of  the 


1705. 


3° 

c  H  A  P.  Queen  Dowager,  and  was  Lord  Almoner  to  her, 
xv-  had  both  intereft,  power  and  authority  in  the 
ifland  of  Malta.  Gilbert  upon  receiving  this 
intelligence,  thought  it  his  duty  to  wait  upon  this 
Lord  D’Aubigny,  to  requell  his  interell  and  in- 
tercelfion  for  their  releafe,  which  he  readily  pro- 
mifed. 

He  was  a  prieft  in  orders  according  to  the 
canons  of  the  Romilh  church  ;  yet  no  bigot, 
but  a  man  of  a  rational,  liberal  and  generous 
fpirit  ;  Gilbert,  to  fatisfy  his  enquiry,  gave  him 
fome  information  of  friends  principles  and  doc¬ 
trine,  to  which  he  anfwered  to  this  purport, 
“  Some  of  our  people  think  your  friends  are 
“  mad,  but  I  entertain  a  very  different  opi- 


“  nion.” 


LordD’Au-  Gilbert  renewing  his  enquiry  from  time  to 
cur«  their  Lord  D’Aubigny  had  received  any  an- 

reicafe.  fwer  to  the  letters  he  had  promil'ed  to  write  to 
Malta,  at  length  received  from  him  the  accept¬ 
able  account  that  his  friends  were  reltored  to 
their  liberty  :  And  fome  time  after  they  arrived 
in  England,  and  coming  to  London,  paid  Gil¬ 
bert  a  vifit  ;  and  after  acknowledging  his  love 
in  his  exertions  for  their  releafe,  they  requelled 
him  to  introduce  them  to  Lord  D’Aubigny, 
whom  God  had  made  the  inllrument  of  their  en¬ 
largement  out  of  a  fevere  bondage.  He  readily 
complied  wdth  their  requell,  and  accompanied 
them  to  their  benefactor,  to  whom  Gilbert,  as 
ufual,  found  ready  admittance  ;  when  introduc¬ 
ing  his  companions,  he  faid,  thefe  friends,  who 
have  been  partakers  of  thy  kindnefs,  are  come 
to  pay  their  acknowledgments  to  thee  for  the 
fame;  -whereupon  he  alked,  if  they  wrere  the 

women  ? 
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women  ?  to  which  they  replied  they  were  ;  and  chap. 
after  their  grateful  acknowledgment  of  his  great  xv* 
favour  and  kindnefs,  added,  that  were  it  in  their  k  7  J 
power  they  would  be  as  ready  in  all  love  to  l'0^* 
ferve  him:  Upon  which  he  replied,  good  women, 
for  what  fervice  or  kindnefs  I  have  done  you, 
all  that  I  fhall  defire  of  you  is,  that  when  you 
pray  to  God,  you  will  remember  me  in  your 
prayers,  and  fo  they  parted. 

Gilbert  Latey  was  a  party  in  moil  or  all  the  Concerned 
folicirations  to  government  for  the  eafe  of  Friends 
in  the  different  cafes  of  fevere  fuffering,  through  govern- 
the  reigns  of  King  Charles,  King  James  and  King  hltnt* 
William,  as  hath  been  already  recited;  but  it 
may  not  be  impertinent  briefly  to  mention  two 
cafes  of  application  made  by  him,  in  company 
with  his  faithful  colleague  George  Whitehead, 
w'hich  have  not  been  noticed  before.  The  firft 
was  the  fuffering  cafe  of  feveral  Friends  in  Nor¬ 
wich,  under  the  cruelty  of  the  fheriff  and  jailer, 
who,  for  attending  their  religious  meetings, 
were  imprifoned  to  the  number  of  fixty-three 
perfons,  and  very  feverely  treated  ;  ten  of  them 
being  put  into  a  deep  dungeon,  twenty-nine 
fleps  under  ground  ;  and  feveral  others  into  a 
hole  amongft  felons.  An  account  of  their  griev¬ 
ous  fufferings  being  fent  to  friends  in  London, 
and  ineffectual  endeavours  ufed  for  their  redrefs, 
being  defeated  by  the  mifreprefentations  of  the 
fheriff  ;  George  Whitehead  and  Gilbert  Latey 
refoved  to  wait  upon  the  king  in  perfon, 
whom  they  met,  with  feveral  nobles  and  attend¬ 
ants,  when  they  delivered  the*  king  a  petition 
from  Friends  of  Norwich,  and  warmly  folicited 
him  in  their  favour  :  They  had  a  pretty  long 
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chap,  conference  with  him,  and  gave  him  pertinent 
anfwers  to  feveral  enquiries  he  made  in  refpeft 
to  the  fingular  conduct  of  Friends  in  fome  cafes  ; 
yet  (till  keeping  the  caufe  of  their  application 
in  view,  repeatedly  entreated  him  to  compaf- 
fionate  the  cafe  of  their  fuffering  Friends  in 
Norwich  :  In  fine,  the  king  being  fenfible  that 
fome  of  their  treatment  was  not  only  cruel  but 
illegal,  affured  them  he  would  have  it  fearched 
into,  and  confider  their  cafe.  The  afiizes  com¬ 
ing  on  foon  after,  the  prifoners  were  called,  to 
whom  the  judges  behaved  with  remarkable  mo¬ 
deration,  and  releafed  them  from  their  impri¬ 
sonment,  adting,  as  there  was  ground  to  fup- 
pofe,  according  to  the  inftrudtions  they  had 
from  the  king  in  confequence  of  this  applica¬ 
tion. 

The  other  cafe  not  before  related  was  con¬ 
cerning  the  Park  and  Savoy  meeting-houfes ;  the 
cafe  of  the  Park  meeting-houfe  was  this : 
park°ande  About  the  month  called  May,  1685,  the  fol- 
Savoy  meet-  diers  poffeffed  themfelves  of  this  meeting-houfe, 
mg-houfes.  ancj  converted  part  of  it  into  a  guard-houfe  : 
Then,  as  if  their  forcible  entrance  had  given 
them  a  right  of  poffeflion,  they  made  great  wafte 
upon  the  premifes,  pulling  down  pales,  digging 
up  and  cutting  down  the  trees,  tearing  down 
the  wainfcots,  and  burning  them  and  the  ben¬ 
ches,  carrying  away  the  outward  door,  and  fe¬ 
veral  of  the  cafements.  Afterward,  when  they 
were  drawn  out  to  the  camp,  they  left  the  houfe 
open  to  any  intrufion.  John  Potter,  in  whom 
the  title  was  veiled,  re-entered,  enclofed  the 
outward  door,  and  made  other  repairs,  and  had 
a  furvey  taken  of  the-  damages,  which  were  ef- 
timated  at  40I. 
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The  foldiers  returning  again  from  camp,  a c 
quarter-mafter  belonging  to  Colonel  Haile’s  re¬ 
giment,  came  to  the  chambers  of  the  faid  John 
Potter,  and  demanded  entrance,  which  was  re- 
fufed  :  The  quarter-mafter,  aflifted  by  foldiers, 
broke  in,  handed  away  the  goods,  turned  out 
three  aged  women  to  another  houfe,  and  made 
alterations  in  the  meeting-houfe  for  their  accom¬ 
modation,  as  if  they  meant  to  keep  perpetual 
pofleflion.  John  Potter  feveral  times  fhewed  the 
colonel  his  leafe,  and  title  to  the  place  ;  but  it 
availed  nothing,  he  and  his  foldiers  regarding 
neither  law  nor  equity,  kept  poffeftion,  and 
(till  continued  there. 

Gilbert  Latey  and  George  Whitehead  agreed 
to  join  in  a  folicitation  to  King  James  for  re- 
drefs  of  this  grievance,  and  having  gained  ad¬ 
mittance  to  his  prefence,  reprefented  to  him  the 
hardfhips  Friends  were  under,  by  having  their 
property  wrefted  from  them,  both  at  the  Park, 
and  at  the  Savoy  likewife,  where  Friends  had 
been  kept  out  in  the  cold  yard  in  the  winter  many 
weeks  by  the  guard.  The  King,  who  appeals 
not  to  have  been  unconcerned  in  the  matter, 
would  needs  have  it,  that  thefe  meeting-houfes 
were  forfeited  to  him  by  the  conventicle  act ; 
but  this  they  clearly  disproved,  and  {hewed  fo 
plainly  the  unreafonablenefs  and  illegality  there¬ 
of,  that  within  a  few  weeks,  he  caufed  both  the 
meeting-houfes  to  be  reftored,  after  the  former 
was  damaged,  by  computation  to  the  amount 
of  150I. 

Rut  it  was  not  only  in  thefe  folicitations  to  the  h 
rulers,  that  the  public  fpirit  and  brotherly  lym-& 
pathy  of  Gilbert  Latey  were  excited  to  the  fer- 
vice  and  relief  of  his  friends  \  they  were  uni- 
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chap,  formly  exerted  in  every  cafe,  which  might  de- 
xv‘  mand  his  friendly  afliftance  and  attentive  care, 
being  one  of  thole,  who  in  early  times  had  a 
tender  concern  for  the  poor,  fatherlefs  and  wi¬ 
dows  ;  the  fick  and  the  imprifoned,  to  enquire 
into  their  neceflities,  and  fupply  their  wants  ; 
and  when  through  perfecution  by  imprifon- 
ment  or  diftraints,  cafualties  or  difafters,  the 
number  greatly  encreafed  ;  he  was  amonglt  the 
firfh  to  fee  the  propriety  and  neceflity  of  call¬ 
ing  in  grave  and  motherly  women  to  their  af- 
fiftance,  that  fo  none  under  thefe  defcriptions 
might  fuffer  for  want  of  attention  and  care  in 
any  part  of  the  city. 

In  1 665,  when  the  deftrudtive  peftilence  broke 
out  in  the  city  of  London,  and  the  generality  of 
citizens,  who  were  able,  were  fleeing  for  their 
lives  to  the  country,  this  friend  jiad  taken  lodg¬ 
ings  to  retreat  to  the  country  alfo  ;  but  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  confideration,  that  many  of  his 
brethren  were  detained  in  feveral  jails  for  the 
teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  particularly  in 
Newgate  and  the  Gate-houfe  in  Weftminfter, 
in  the  midfl  of  the  contagion  :  For  he  could  now 
feel  no  freedom  to  leave  the  city,  and  defert  his 
friends  under  their  multiplied  calamities ;  he 
therefore  kept  his  habitation,  and  according  to 
He  vi  fits  his  fog  ufual  cultom,  vifited  thofe  in  prifon  ;  to  com¬ 
fort  them  in  their  diftrefs  ;  to  take  care  that  no- 
ng  might  be  wanting  for  their  relief,  fup- 
port  or  enlargement,  as  far  as  in  his  power. 

And  although  his  friends  in  prifon  in  this  ca¬ 
lamitous  feafon  engaged  his  efpecial  care,  yet 
as  the  calamity  was  general,  and  not  confined  to 
prifons,  neither  were  his  fympathetic  feelings ; 

he 
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he  was  alfo  diligently  employed  at  this  feafon  chap. 
in  vifiting  Friends  in  their  families,  both  where  xv* 
they  were  laid  up  with  the  ficknefs,  and  where 
they  were  recovering,  flill  under  a  concern  that 
nothing  Ihould  be  wanting  for  their  comfort  or 
fupport.  And  the  hearts  of  Friends  being  open¬ 
ed  in  brotherly  fvmpathy  with  thofe,  who  were 
affli&ed  with  this  epidemical  diflemper,  money 
was  collected  and  fent  up  from  the  country  to 
be  diflributed,  where  needful  ;  the  care  of  this 
diflribution  was  committed  to  Gilbert  Latey  and 
one  other  friend,  to  divide  amongit  poor  Friends 
who  were  lying  ill  ot  the  contagion  ;  but  more 
efpecially  thofe  who  were  fhut  up  in  their  houl'es 
in  the  out  parilhes.  This  trull  they  were  care¬ 
ful  to  difcharge  with  diligence  and  fidelity,  en¬ 
quiring  out,  and  vifiting  thofe  poor,  who  were 
confined  to  their  own  houfes,  and  diflributin'T  to 
their  necefiities ;  and  palling  by  none  that  they 
could  hear  of,  through  all  which  he  was  merci¬ 
fully  preferred  in  health,  till  the  contagion  was 
much  abated,  and  the  mortality  was  decreafing, 
when  occafionally  taking  a  cold,  it  brought  on 
.the  prevailing  diflemper  ;  but  the  divine  provi¬ 
dence  wras  over  him  for  good,  brought  him 
fafely  through  the  diflemper,  and  reflored  him 
to  health  again,  to  perfevere  in  doing  good  in 
his  generation. 

We  are  now  to  view  him  in  another  light,  as  Receives  a 
a  minifter  of  the  gofpel.  Soon  after  that  clofe  nUninVy  0 
trial  of  his  faith,  w'hen  in  obedience  to  mani- 
fefled  duty,  he  relinquilhed  his  w’oridly  profpe- 
f^rity,  and  declined  to  fit  out  the  clothes  he  had 
to  make  with  fuperfluous  trimming,  he  received 
a  gift  in  the  miniftry,  in  which  he  alfo  laboured 
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ability  received, 
and  many  com¬ 
forted,  encouraged  and  (Lengthened  in  the 
way  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace.  His  fervice  in 
this  line,  as  well  as  the  former,  was  much  re- 
ftricted  to  the  city  of  London,  and  the  vicinity 
thereof,  where  he  was  zealoufly  engaged,  in  the 
early  times  of  the  fociety  to  fettle  or  keep  up 
meetings  in  convenient  places,  as  at  Kingfton, 
Hammerfmith,  Weftminfter  and  other  places  ; 
and  was  frequent  in  his  vifits  thereto,  as  he 
found  his  mind  drawn  to  one  or  another. 

Yet  he  paid  two  religious  vifits  to  his  native 
country,  the  firll  in  1670,  being  a  time  of  great 
perfecution.  He  took  the  meetings  of  Friends 
in  his  way,  Reading,  Briftol,  Bridgewater, 
South  Moulton,  fo  into  Cornwall,  having  fe- 
veral  good  meetings  on  his  journey  thither,  as 
well  as  in  that  county.  At  John  Ellis’s,  near 
the  Lands-end,  he  had  a  comfortable  edifying 
meeting  on  the  hrft  day  of  the  week,  and  next 
morning  going  to  vifit  fome  Friends  very  near 
the  Lands-end,  he  met  a  perfecuting  juftice,  who, 
as  Gilbert  was  afterwards  informed,  was  highly 
difpleafed  that  his  accomplices  had  neglected  to 
give  him  timely  information,  that  he  might 
have  feized  Gilbert’s  horfe,  and  his  man’s,  for 
that  day’s  meeting. 

Thence  returning  by  Penzance  and  Market - 
jew,  near  this  latter  he  had  a  meeting  at  a  place 
where  no  friends  were  fettled,  to  the  great  fa- 
tisfaclion  of  feveral  prefent,  who  had  never  been 
at  a  friends  meeting  before.  He  proceeded  to 
Helfton  and  Falmouth,  and  had  a  meeting  there; 
and  from  thence  went  back  to  Loveday  Ham- 
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bley’s,  and  had  a  good  meeting  there,  and  at 
feveral  other  places  in  that  country. 

Leaving  Cornwall  he  returned  towards  Lon¬ 
don  by  Plymouth,  and  having  vifited  Friends 
there,  he  proceeded  to  King’s -bridge,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  his  own  and  Friends’  expectation  had  a 
peaceable  good  meeting  ;  for  Friends  here  were 
under  grievous  perfecution  ;  he  therefore  fpent  a 
little  time  amongft  them,  (trengthening  and  ten¬ 
derly  fympathizing  with  them  in  their  fufferings, 
and  particularly  with  two  young  women  who 
had  not  been  long  convinced,  and  were  conv 
mitted  to  prifon  by  a  warrant  from  juftice  Biere, 
(a  paffionate  perfecutor  of  this  people)  for  not 
coming  to  church  to  hear  divine  worfhip.  Gil¬ 
bert  from  that  fraternal  fympathy,  which  on  all 
needful  occafions  excited  him  to  ufe  his  endea¬ 
vours  for  the  relief  of  his  friends,  refolved  to 
renew  them  in  behalf  of  thefe  young  women, 
and  having  an  acquaintance  with  fome  who 
were  in  the  lieutenancy,  and  men  of  authority 
in  the  commiffion  of  the  peace,  he  came  to  Ex¬ 
eter,  and  having  vifited  Friends  there,  proceed¬ 
ed  to  the  houfe  of  a  knight  of  great  influence  in 
the  county,  to  whom  he  found  ready  accefs, 
and  who  exprelfed  himfelf  glad  to  fee  him  in 
thofe  parts :  Gilbert  let  him  know  the  occafion 
of  his  vifit,  and  fo  warmly  folicited  his  favour 
to  his  fuffering  friends,  and  thefe  two  young  wo¬ 
men  in  particular,  that  the  knight  at  lalt  re¬ 
plied,  he  would  do  more  for  him  than  any  other 
of  his  friends,  and  having  by  his  application 
brought  the  knight  to  that  favourable  difpofi- 
tion,  which  gave  him  reafon  to  hope  he  had  ob¬ 
tained  the  end  of  his  vifit,  he  took  his  leave  of 
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CHAP,  him  and  his  family,  with  acknowledgments  of 
xv*  his  kindnefs ;  and  after  his  return,  received  an 
v“7'  '  account  that  this  knight,  mindful  of  the.  expecta- 

l/°5'  tions  given  him,  had  procured  the  liberty  of 
thefe  young  women. 

He  had  now  received  letters  from  London,  in¬ 
forming  him  of  the  perfecution,  which  affected 
Friends  there  in  perfon  and  property  ;  of  the  de¬ 
molition  of  the  meeting-houfes  at  Horfly-down 
and  Ratcliff ;  and  that  Wheeler-ftreet  meeting- 
houfe  was  threatened,  the  title  of  which  was 
veiled  in  him ;  he  therefore  haftened  back  to 
London  with  what  expedition  he  could,  with 
clearnefs  as  to  his  prefent  fervice,  and  when  ar¬ 
rived  took  the  meafures  already  related  *,  to  fe- 
cure  that  meeting  houfe  from  fimilar  depreaa- 
tion. 

His  fecond  journey  was  in  the  year  1679,  into 
the  fame  quarter,  vifiting  his  friends,  and  ap¬ 
pointing  or  holding  meetings  with  them  to  mu¬ 
tual  edification  in  his  going  and  returning,  viz. 
at  Reading,  Bath,  Briftol,  through  Somerfet- 
fhire,  the  North  of  Devonlhire  to  Falmouth  in 
Cornwall,  returning  by  the  South  fide  of  Devon- 
fhire.  As  it  teemed  to  be  Gilbert’s  peculiar  pro¬ 
vince  to  keep  up  a  friendly  intercourie  with,  and 
an  open  door  of  accefs  to  fuch  perlons  of  autho¬ 
rity  or  influence  as  had  been,  or  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  apply  them  to  the  relief  of  Friends. 
He  pays  a  And  Lamplugh  then  Bilhop  of  Exeter,  having 
Bifhc0.^  granted  him  feveral  favours,  in  refpeft  to  Friends 
Exeter.  under  fufferings  in  his  diocefe  ;  and  upon,  a  foli- 
citous  enquiry  now  as  he  palled  along,  nnding  the 

moderation 
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moderation  and  tendernefs  both  of  himfelf  and  chap. 
the  officers  of  his  court,  under  his  influence,  to  xv* 
have  been  extended  to  friends  in  a  general  way,  f 
he  thought  it  his  place  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  to  ac-  3' 
knowledge  his  extraordinary  kindnefs  to  his 
Friends.  The  Biffiop  received  him  with  remark¬ 
able  civility  and  affectionate  regard  ;  their  con¬ 
vention  was  expreffive  of  fincere  friendlhip 
and  mutual  benevolence,  which  being  ended, 

Gilbert  took  his  leave  with  expreffmg  the  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgments  he  propofed  by  this  vifit. 

This  Friend,  although  a  refident  in  London  Hs  fuffer" 

j  o  lry^s  in  con- 

through  all  the  heat  of  perfecution,  and  although  fiderabie 
exemplarily  diligent  in  attending  meetings  in  j.nfoc°mpa‘ 
their  public  meeting-houfes,  while  they  were 
permitted  to  meet  in  them,  and  in  the  ftreets  in 
all  weathers,  when  they  were  not ;  efcaped 
fufferings  and  imprifonment  beyond  molt  of  his 
brethren  of  that  time ;  molt  of  his  fufferings 
appear  to  have  befallen  him  previous  to  the  re- 
fforation ;  feeling  a  concern,  with  many  of  his 
Friends  of  this  age,  to  go  to  feveral  of  the 
places  of  public  worffiip,  to  bear  witnefs  to  the 
truth  and  againft  error.  Amongft  other  places, 
he  went  one  day  to  Dunftan’s  in  the  Weft,  at 

which - —  Manton  preached  on  this  fubject, 

vjho  might  of  right  call  God  father ,  on  which  he 
enlarged  firft,  that  they  who  were  born  of  God, 
were  his  through  regeneration,  and  had  a  juft 
right  to  call  God  father.  To  this  doctrine  Gil¬ 
bert  attended  with  patience  and  affent ;  but  af¬ 
terwards  proceeded  to  enquire  concerning  thofe 
who  were  not  born  of  God,  he  alledged  they 
were  the  Lord’s  by  generation ;  and  then  in 
anfwer  to  this  queftion,  whether  they  mull  not 
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chap.  call  God  father,  replied.  That  they  mull  alfo 
pray  to  God  as  their  father,  and  to  prove  his 
ijo$.  affertion,  faid,  though  Aofalom  was  a  wicked 
fon,  yet  David  was  his  father.  After  he  had 
ended  his  fermon,  Gilbert  warned  the  audience  to 
take  heed  of  their  ways,  adding,  that  .virile  peo¬ 
ple  are  workers  of  iniquity,  according  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  our  blelfed  Lord,  they  are  of  their  fa¬ 
ther  the  devil :  and  while  they  regard  iniquity  in 
their  hearts  the  Lord  will  not  hear  their  prayers. 
The  people  were  immediately  all  in  a  ferment, 
the  conftable  was  called  for,  who  with  others 
haled  him  out  of  their  place  of  worfhip,  and 
took  him  before  a  juftice,  where  he  pleaded  his 
caufe  fo  well,  that  the  juftice  afking  the  confta¬ 
ble  if  what  he  faid  was  true,  and  if  that  was  the 
whole  matter  ;  the  conftable  anfwering  in  the 
affirmative,  the  juftice  obferved  that  he  had  heard 
thofe  people  called  Quakers  were  a  fort  of  mad 
whimftcal  folks ;  but  for  this  man  he  talks  very 
rationally,  and  for  my  part  I  think  you  need  not 
.  have  brought  him  before  me  ;  to  which  the  con¬ 
ftable  replied,  Sir,  I  think  fo  too.  The  conftable 
and  Gilbert  retiring,  the  former  left  him  at  li¬ 
berty  to  go  w'hither  he  pleafed. 
jmurifoned  He  alfo  fuifered  imprifonment,  together  with 
houfeAVeft-  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  of  his  friends,  in  the 
niiniter.  Gate-houfe  in  Weftminfter,  for  meeting  together 
to  worfhip  God  :  They  were  all  put  into  a  little 
dungeon,  which  was  about  ten  feet  in  breadth, 
and  eleven  in  length,  and  fo  dark,  that  they 
could  fee  no  more  by  day  than  by  night ;  the 
walls  were  wet,  and  they  being  crouded  into  fo 
narrow  a  compafs,  had  room  only  to  lie  down 
by  turns :  fo  that  while  fome  lay  down  to  reft, 
1  -  others 
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others  were  forced  to  (land :  Befide  this  the  chap. 
keeper  was  fo  cruel  as  to  command  the  turnkey  xv* 
not  to  let  a  little  draw  be  brought  in  for  them  i  ^ 
to  lie  upon  ;  but  the  Lord  was  with  them  to  3‘ 
fupport  them  through  all  the  trials  of  their  faith 
and  patience  ;  and  in  his  own  time  delivered  them 
from  their  fufferings. 

During  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I  cannot 
difcover  that  he  was  ever  imprifoned,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  frequent  perfections  that  raged 
without  reftraint.  Being  a  great  fupporter  and 
frequent  attender  of  the  meeting  at  Hammer- 
fmith,  in  the  year  1671,  having  occafion  in  the 
way  of  his  trade  to  wait  upon  Lady  Sawkell ; 

Sir  William  Sawkell  her  hufband,  who  had  a 
command  in  a  regiment  of  horie,  came  into  the 
room;  he  had  a  friendly  refpeft  for  Gilbert,  and 
was  often  pretty  familiar  with  him  ;  and  now 
afked  him  what  meeting  he  frequented,  who  an- 
fvvered  fometime  one  meeting  and  fometiine 
another.  The  reafon  is,  faid  Sir  William,  be- 
caufe  1  have  orders  to  break  up  a  meeting  of 
your  people  at  Hammerfmith  next  Sunday,  from 
fo  high  a  hand,  that  I  cannot  avoid  executing 
them  ;  and  therefore,  I  inform  you,  that  if  at 
any  time  you  go  thither,  you  may  refrain  com¬ 
ing  on  that  day.  Gilbert  notwithftanding,  be- 
lievirg  it  his  duty  to  attend  Hammerfmith  meet¬ 
ing,  iet  Sir  William  know  it  before  they  parted. 

The  day  came,  Gilbert,  not  reafoning  with 
flefh  and  blood,  attended  the  meeting,  in  which 
he  was  much  favoured,  and  as  he  was  preach¬ 
ing,  the  troopers  carnc,  and  flood  for  fome 
time  to  hear  his  teflimony,  till  one  of  the  ruder 
fort,  cried  out  this  man  will  never  have  done. 
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chap  ie(-  us  pull  him  down,  and  accordingly  laid 
xr*  hands  on  him.  Gilbert  lent  word  to  the  com- 
'^v^Sw/  manding  officer  ;  who  coming  in,  faid,  Latey, 
I7°5‘  did  not  I  tell  you  that  I  was  commanded  to  be 
here  to  day?  Yes,  replied  Gilbert,  and  did  not 
I  tell  thee  I  was  commanded  by  a  greater  than 
thou,  to  be  here  alio  ?  Upon  this,  laid  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam,  go  get  thee  gone  about  thy  bufinefs,  and 
I  will  take  care  of  the  reft  who  are  met  here  ; 
Gilbert  defired  him,  if  he  had  any  refpect  for 
him  to  difcharge  the  reft,  and  let  him  be  his  pri- 
foner.  After  fome  time  the  reft  were  fet  at  li¬ 
berty,  and  Gilbert  taken  before  Lord  Mordaunt 
and  Sir  James  Smith  ;  the  troopers  were  called 
in  evidence,  and  Gilbert  made  his  defence  fo 
reafonably  and  difcreetly,  that  it  feemed  to  make 
an  impreflion  upon  them,  yet  they  fined  him 
and  the  houfe,  and  aiftrained  fome  Friends  for 
the  fines.  Gilbert  got  accefs  to  the  juftices  a- 
gain,  and  fhewed  them  the  unreafonabienefs  of 
that  fevere  law,  which  made  one  man  fuffer  for 
the  offence  of  another  ;  that  if  he  had  tranf- 
greffed  any  law,  the  Lord  had  bleffed  him  with 
a  fufficiency,  to  enable  them  to  reclaim  the  pe¬ 
nalty  from  his  effects,  and  requefted  that  his 
friends  might  not  fuffer  for  any  thing  by  him  faid 
or  done ;  through  his  repeated  applications,  and 
the  intereft  and  influence  of  others,  their  equals 
and  acquaintance,  he  procured  the  goods  dif- 
trained  to  be  reftored ;  and  had  the  fatisfaction 
to  fee  the  fufferings  defigaed  to  the  Friends  of 
that  meeting,  through  divine  goodnefs,  and  his 
folicitous  endeavours,  prevented. 

In  his  more  private  tranfaclions  in  religious 
fociety,  he  was  a  lover  and  promoter  of  unity 
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and  concord  ;  very  zealous  againlt  deceit  and  chap. 
hvpocrify,  the  fomenting  of  divilions  and  fchifms ;  xv* 
but  remarkably  tender  towards  thofe  who  appear- 
ed  fincere  and  humble,  although  weak  and  young  1  /OS‘  * 
in  experience,  and  always  ready  to  lend  a  hand 
of  help  to  fuch  :  He  had  ever  an  honourable  ef- 
teem  for  the  elders,  who  were  in  Chrilt  be¬ 
fore  him  ;  and  it  was  his  great  rejoicing  to 
fee  the  younger  members  treading  in  their 
fteps  ;  and  when  any  of  thefe  were  raifed  up  in 
the  miniftry,  as  they  kept  to  that  pov'er,  which 
made  their  predeceffors  burning  and  finning 
lights  in  their  day,  his  rejoicing  was  encreafed ; 
thefe  he  encouraged  with  affectionate  fym- 
pathy. 

In  his  own  family  he  was  an  exemplary  pat¬ 
tern  of  conjugal  affection,  and  paternal  care, 
being  often  folicitoufly  concerned  to  admonifli 
and  inftrudt  his  children  to  live  in  the  fear  of 
their  creator,  that  they  might  thereby  be  preferr¬ 
ed  from  evil. 

As  age  advanced,  and  fubjetted  him  to  the 
attendant  infirmities  of  body,  his  mental  facul¬ 
ties  and  religious  feelings  preferred  their  ufual 
vigour  and  livelinefs.  His  laft  public  appearance 
in  the  miniftry  w^as  in  a  meeting  at  Hammer- 
fmith  ;  he  wras  fo  raifed  up  in  his  gift,  and  fo 
fupported  by  divine  power,  that  with  great  au¬ 
thority  and  clearness,  he  delivered  found  and 
weighty  doctrine  for  near  an  hour,  with  fer¬ 
vency  and  his  accuftomed  zeal,  as  if  he  had 
been  under  no  infirmity  of  body,  to  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  many  of  the  auditory. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  his  time  he  delight¬ 
ed  much  to  be  retired,  and  dwelt  moftly  in  the 
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c  h  a  ?.  country  :  And  having  ferved  God  and  man  in 
xv*  his  generation,  the  review  of  his  life  filled  him 
’  v  '  with  confolation  in  his  retreat,  having  been  often 
H°5-  heard  to  fay,  that  he  had  done  the  work  of  his 
day  faithfully ,  and  was  now  fat  down  in  the  will 
of  God ,  and  his  peace  he  felt  abounding  towards 
him  ;  that  he  waited  the  Lord’s  call  and  time  of 
being  removed,  and  that  there  was  no  cloud  in  his 
way.  He  was  alfo  in  the  time  of  his  confine¬ 
ment,  fo  ftrengthened  in  his  fpirit,  and  his  love 
to  his  brethren,  that  he  gave  them  much  good 
counfel,  when  they  came  to  fee  him,  with  as 
much  energy  and  livelinefs,  as  if  he  vras  in  his 
health  and  ftrength  :  A  very  few  hours  before  his 
departure,  he  faid  to  thofe  about  him,  There  is 
710  condemnation  to  them ,  that  are  in  Chrijl  Jefus  ; 
he  is  the  lifter  up  of  my  head ,  he  is  my  ftrength 
and  free:  falvation  :  In  this  frame  oh  mind  he 
breathed  his  la  ft,  the  15th  day  of  the  gth 
month,  J705,  in  the  feventy-ninth  year  of  his 


age. 

Account  of  This  year  Anne  Camm,  late  wife  of  1  homas 
Ciinuii.  Camm,  a  woman  eminent  in  her  day  for  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  her  qualifications,  and  her  fervice  in 
fociety,  died  in  an  advanced  age.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Richard  Newby,  of  the  parifh  of 
Kendal  in  Weftmorland,  of  a  family  of  repute  ; 
her  parents  gave  her  a  good  education,  proper 
for  her  fex,  and  about  the  1 3th  year  of  her  age 
fent  her  up  to  her  aunt  in  London  for  her  fur¬ 
ther  improvement,  with  whom  lhe  refided  feven 
years ;  and  being  favoured  with  religious  incli¬ 
nations  from  her  early  youth,  fhe  formed  her 
acquaintance  and  connexion  with  the  Puritans, 
from  her  apprehenfion  of  their  being  the  moil: 

flrictly 
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ftri&ly  religious  feet.  And  upon  her  return  to  c  H  A.  P. 
Kendal,  feeking  dill  to  affociate  herfelr  with  the  xv* 
molt  ferious  profelTors  of  religion,  fhe  joined  a  '^^7' 
body  of  people,  who  frequently  met  in  a  feledt  I7°'s' 
fociety,  fometimes  fitting  in  fdence,  fometimes 
holding  religious  conferences,  and  often  exer- 
cifed  in  fervent  prayer.  About  the  year  1650  Convinced 
(he  was  married  to  John  Audland,  and  was  con- 
vinced  at  the  fame  time  with  him  by  the  minif-  he[ 
try  of  George  Fox,  early  in  the  year  1652  ;  u°nd. 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  fucceeding  year  they 
both  appeared  in  the  miniftry,  to  the  edification 
of  their  friends  and  convincement  of  many  others; 
for  fhe  was  in  all  refpedts  a  mod  agreeable  help¬ 
meet  to  her  valuable  hufband,  endeared  to  him 
by  a  fimilarity  of  difpodtion,  qualifications  and 
purfuits,  feelingly  described  by  her  in  her  tef- 
timony  concerning  him*. 

Her  fird  journey  in  the  work 
was  into  the  county  of  Durham.  At  Aukland, 
for  preaching  to  the  people  on  the  market  day  ^ 
fhe  was  imprifoned  in  the  town  jail  ;  but  a  pri- 
fon  could  not  confine  the  freedom  of  her  fpirit, 
or  the  charitable  concern  of  her  mind  for  pro¬ 
pagating  religious  truths  and  religious  though  t- 
fulnefs  amongd  the  people  affembleu  there.  Un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  gofpel  love,  and  in  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  gofpel,  fhe  continued  her  minidry 
from  the  window  of  the  prifon,  whereby  many 
were  folidly  affedted,  and  confeffed  to  the  truth 
die  publidied.  She  was  difeharged  from  her 
confinement  the  evening  of  the  fame  day.  John 
LangflafF,  a  man  of  great  repute  in  his  neigh¬ 
bourhood, 


of  the  mini  dry  she 


*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  88. 
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CHAP,  bourhood,  was  fo  affected  by  her  miniftry,  that 
xv.  he  voluntarily  accompanied  her  in  her  imprifon- 
ment,  and  upon  her  releafe,  took  her  home  with 
17°5'  him,  in  order  to  entertain  her  there.  But  his 
wife,  offended  at  her  hufoand’s  conduct  and  ap¬ 
parent  change,  received  him  and  his  gueft  with 
language,  which  plainly  difcovered  her  diffatif- 
fact1on°  with  them  both  ;  this  treatment  made 
Anne  quite  uneafv  to  take  up  her  lodging  under 
a  roof,  where  fne  found  fne  was  no  welcome 
gueft  to  one  head  of  the  houfe  ;  the  therefore 
walked  out  into  the  fields,  to  feek  fome  covert, 
to  take  fuch  lodging,  as  the  could  find  there. 
But  it  was  providentially  ordered  that  Anthony 
Pearfon,  of  Rampfhaw,  hearing  by  George  Fox’, 
who  was  then  at  his  houfe,  of  her  being  in  that 
town,  came  with  a  horfe,  and  took  her  behind 
him  to  his  houfe  that  night.  She  continued  her 
travels  in  thofe  parts  fome  time  longer,  in  the 
exercife  of  her  miniftry,  to  the  fpiritual  advan¬ 
tage  of  many,  and  when  {he  apprehended  her 
fervice  accompliffed,  returned  home. 

In  the  fucceeding  winter  fne  travelled  South¬ 
ward  through  Yorkfhire,  Derbyfhire,  Leicefter- 
fhire,  and  fo  forward  into  Oxfordfnire,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mabel  Camm,  wife  of  John  Camm. 
At  Banbury,  Mabel  apprehended  a  call  of  duty 
to  go  to  the  place  of  public  worlhip,  to  fpeak 
to  the  prieft  and  people ;  and  Anne  accompa¬ 
nied  her.  The  people  dragged  them  out  of  the 
houfe  in  a  rude  and  violent  manner,  and  abufed 
them  in  the  yard :  The  prieft  palling  by,  Anne 
Audland  called  to  him,  faying,  “  Behold  the 
Imprifon-  44  fruits  of  thy  miniftry  ”  Next  day  they  were 
cd  at  Ban-  fuinmpned  before  the  mayor,  where  two  wit- 
burA  '  neffes 
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neffes  were  procured  to  fwear  that  Anne  had  CHAP, 
fpoken  blafphemy  ;  and  upon  their  information  xv* 

{he  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  her  companion  v  v  J 
difmiffed.  Some  days  after,  two  inhabitants  of  I7°-' 
the  town  gave  bond  for  her  appearance  at  the 
next  affizes,  which  furnifhed  her  with  feveral  op¬ 
portunities  of  religious  meetings  with  the  people 
of  that  town  and  neighbourhood,  in  which  fhe 
was  fo  favoured  with  power  and  wifdom  in  the 
exercife  of  her  miniftry,  that  it  proved  effectual 
to  convince  her  two  bondfmen,  and  numbers 
more,  of  the  truths  fhe  preached  to  them,  where¬ 
by  they  were  induced  to  join  in  fociety  with  her 
and  her  brethren,  and  in  an  inward  attention  to 
the  grace  of  God  which  brings  falvation,  which 
fhe  bore  teftimony  of,  and  recommended  them 
unto.  The  eftabliffiment  of  a  large  meeting  in 
that  town,  and  feveral  other  meetings  in  the 
country  adjacent,  were  the  fruits  of  her  minif¬ 
try  ;  and  to  her  friends  here  {he  cherifhed  the 
moft  affectionate  regard  to  the  laft.  Her  fuc- 
cefsful  labour  provoked  the  refentment  of  the  ad- 
verfaries  of  the  fociety  to  that  degree,  that  they 
threatened  {he  ffiould  be  burnt  when  the  affizes 
came.  Her  enemies  being  numerous,  powerful 
and  much  exafperated  againfl:  her,  feveral  of  her 
friends  thought  it  their  duty  to  attend  the  affizes, 
to  ftrengthen  her  by  their  lympathy,  counte¬ 
nance  and  affiftance,  in  maintaining  her  caufe  and 
the  caufe  of  truth. 

Her  hufband  John  Audland,  John  Camm,  Is  tried  for 
Thomas  Camm,  with  fome  friends  from  London  blafphaTiy‘ 
and  Briftol,  encouraged  her  by  their  prefence  at 
her  trial.  The  charge  or  indictment  of  blaf¬ 
phemy  was  this,  that  {he  faid  God  did  not  live\ 

which 
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chap.  which  charge  was  founded  on  a  perverfion  of  a 
xv‘  remark  {he  made  concerning  the  pried  of  Ban- 


1705. 


bury,  That  true  words  might  be  a  lie  in  the  mouth 
of  fome  that  /poke  them  :  In  proof  and  explana¬ 
tion  whereof  Ihe  brought  the  expreffion  of  the 
prophet  Jeremiah,  chap.  v.  2.  though  they  fay 
the  Lord  liveth ,  furely  they  fwear  falfely.  Her 
prudent  demeanour,  her  judicious  remarks,  her 
innocent  boldnefs,  tempered  with  becoming  mo- 
deftv,  and  her  pertinent  and  wife  anfwers  to  his 
queftions  inclined  the  judge  to  moderation  and 
fentiments  in  her  favour  ;  and  perceiving  the 
incompetence  of  the  evidence,  that  the  matter 
of  faff  did  not  come  up  to  the  charge,  he  ex¬ 
pounded  her  cafe  to  the  jury  thus,  that  Jhe  ac¬ 
knowledged  ihe  Lord  her  God  and  redeemer  to  live , 
and  that  there  were  Gods  of  the  Heathen  that  were 
dead  Gods.  Some  of  the  jultices  hereby  perceiv¬ 
ing  their  willies  and  intentions  to  be  fruitrated, 
in  uiit  cfftePPed  from  the  bench  to  influence  and  bias 
a^mifde-  °  the  jury  to  bring  in  fome  verdict  whereby  their 
meanour.  crec}it  might  be  faved,  who  brought  in  their  ver¬ 
dict,  guilty  of  mif demeanour  only ,  which  occafion- 
ed  one  of  her  friends  to  obferve,  that,  “  it  was 


and 
brou  slit 


“  illegal  to  indict  her  for  one  faft,  and  bring 
44  her°in  guilty  of  another  ;  for  they  ought  to 
“  have  found  her  guilty  or  not  guilty ,  upon  the 
“  matter  of  fact  charged  in  the  indictment.” 

N  The  judge  then  told  her,  if  ihe  would  give  bond 
for  her  good  behaviour  fhe  might  have  her  li¬ 
berty  ;  this  flie  refufed,  for  the  like  reafon  as  her 
brethren  generally  did.  Her  profecutors,  aiham- 
ed  of  their  proceedings,  flipped  off  the  bench 
one  after  another  in  confufion  ;  and  the  judge. 


although  in  the  trial  he  behaved  with  candour, 

and 
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and  confeffed  ffie  ffiould  have  been  difcharged  ;  c  h  a  p. 
yet  to  gratify  the  difappointed  and  angry  juf-  xv‘ 
tices,  returned  her  to  prifon  upon  her  refufal  to  i.o, 
give  bond. 

Being  now  left  in  the  power  of  thefe  perfe-  ,she  ,s  Put 
cuting  magiftrates,  ffie  was  put  into  a  noifome  th^dun- 
filthy  dungeon,  feveral  fleps  below*  the  ground,  geon. 
on  one  fide  whereof  ran  a  common  fewer,  which 
was  often  very  offenfive  by  its  fmell,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  difagreeable  vermin,  and  there  was  no  fire 
to  qualify  the  damps. 

Jane  Waugh,  alfo  a  minifler  of  this  fociety,  J-  Waugh 
from  the  pure  motive  of  friendfhip,  affedtion  and  ^^‘h°e"e<i 
fympathy  with  her  imprifoned  friend,  came  many 
miles  to  vifit  her  there,  and  was  rewarded  for  this 
chriflian-like  office  of  love,  with  a  participation 
of  her  fuffering,  being  for  this  caufe  only,  im¬ 
prifoned  with  her.  Here  they  enjoyed  great  con¬ 
tent,  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  fuffering  in  a  good 
caufe.  In  great  peace  ffie  continued  feven  of 
eight  months  in  this  noifome  dungeon,  and  at 
length  was  releafed  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
and  her  companion  ffiortly  after  at  her  foiici- 
tation. 

At  her  releafe,  being  clear  of  thofe  parts,  ffie 
travelled  through  the  country  to  Briflol,  where 
ffie  met  with  her  hufband  John  Audland,  whom 
I  apprehend  ffie  accompanied,  and  joined  in 
fervice,  to  their  habitation  in  Weftmorland. 

The  reader  may  recoiled!  the  refledtions  luggefl- 
ed  by  the  contemplation  of  this  amiable  couple 
in  the  account  of  her  hufband’s  deceafe,  which 
it  is  therefore  fuperfluous  to  repeat.  They  were 
both  engaged  in  frequent  travels  for  the  purpofe 
of  promoting  religion  and  righteoufnefs,  in 
Vol.  IV.  E  mod 
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chap.  moft  parts  of  the  nation,  as  far  as  I  can  collect, 
xv-  fome  times  unitedly,  and  fome  times  feparately, 
until  her  hufband  was  difabled  by  that  indifpo- 
l~°5-  fition,  which  terminated  in  his  death  in  the 
year  1663. 

She  is  mar-  She  continued  a  widow  between  two  and 

ried  a  fe-  three  years,  and  in  the  3“°.  1666,  was  married  to 
to' This  Thomas  Camm,  fon  of  John  Carnm,  her  former 
Camin  maS  hufband’s  faithful  companion.  This  her  fecond 
hufband  was  alfo  a  man,  experienced  in  reli¬ 
gion,  and  a  minifter  of  eminence  in  the  fociety 
of  his  friends.  Their  union  being  centered  in 
religion  and  the  fear  and  united  fervice  of  their 
maker,  they  lived  together  in  the  utmoft  har¬ 
mony  and  nearnefs  of  affe&ion  forty  years, 

'  within  a  few  months.  An  union  on  this  certain 
foundation  of  happinefs,  naturally  revives  the 
recollection  of  the  comprehenfive  defcription 
which  the  Evangelifl  [Luke]  hath  left  on  record, 
of  a  religious  pair  of  that  age  :  They  were  both 
righteous  before  God ,  wcilhing  in  ull  toe  cQvmi&n d~ 
Reflections  mcnfs  0f  the  Lord  blamelefs.  And  here  I  feel  an 
inclination  to  lay  before  my  young  friends,  as  I 
*  ^  truft  this  may  fall  into  many  of  their  hands,  the 
wife  and  folid  maxims,  which  were  adopted  by 
our  faithful  predeceiiors  for  the  rule  of  their 
condufi  in  this  very  important  engagement  of 
marriage,  as  that  on  which  not  only  our  peace 
and  happinefs  in  this  life  very  much  depends  ; 
but  that  whereby  our  efforts  in  the  puriuit  or 
future  happinefs  may  frequently  be  very  mate¬ 
rially  promoted  or  obftrufted.  It  was  a  maxim 
with  them,  as  firmly  believed  as  the  mod  felf- 
evident  truth,  that  the  only  fure  foundation  of 
haopmefs  was  laid  in  religion,  and  thereioie 
1  *  ‘  their 
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their  advice  and  their  practice  was,  to  feek  forc  p- 
divine  counfel  and  approbation,  in  every  ftep 
towards  forming  this  indiffoiuble  connection,  1705. 
and  to  proceed  circumfpedtly  in  the  fear  of  their 
creator.  Both  male  and  female,  having  their 
eye  principally  to  an  everlailing  inheritance,  in¬ 
corruptible,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  were  ex¬ 
ceedingly  circumfpedt  in  their  ftepping,  that 
their  growth  in  pure  religion  might  not  be  re¬ 
tarded  thereby ;  the  former,  by  fervent  prayers, 
feeking  to  the  Almighty  to  be  rightly  directed  in' 
his  choice  ;  and  the  latter,  receiving  the  propofal 
with  cautious  referve,  pondered  it  in  her  heart, 
and  alfo  befought  the  fame  divine  being  to  di- 
re£t  her  in  her  determination.  Marriage  thus 
determined  in  religious  fear,  and  on  religious 
confiderations,  in  the  divine  counfel,  is  doubt- 
lefs  ratified  in  heaven,  and  draws  down  a  bleiling 
upon  the  parties  thus  uniting  thenr elves  in  one 
holy  difpofition,  and  one  determined  refolution 
to  promote  their  own,  and  each  others  fpiritual 
and  temporal  advantage.  This  pure  religion 
proves  a  foundation  of  uninterrupted  harmony 
between  themfelves,  and  a  flay  and  a  half  in  the 
viciffitudes  of  this  life,  to  which  all  are  liable  ; 
in  profperous  circumftances  a  flay  to  the  mind, 
when  riches  encreafe,  not  to  fet  their  hearts 
thereupon,  nor  to  confume  them  on  their  lulls, 
after  the  manner  of  this  world  ;  but  to  let  their 
moderation  appear,  knowing  the  Lord  is  at  hand, 
as  Rewards  only  of  the  good  things  they  polfefs, 
and  accountable  to  the  Lord  of  the  univerfe, 
whofe  the  earth  is  and  the  fulnefs  thereof;  the 
natural  benevolence  of  their  fouls,  refined  by 
religion  into  chriltian  charity,  teacheth  them  to 

E  2  fympathize 
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chap,  fympathize  with,  and  feel  deeply  for  the  poor 
xv.  and  needy,  and  to  communicate  freely  to  their 
— J  wants  ;  in  adverfity  and  the  various  trials  they 
1  /°5*  expofed  to,  they  ever  find  it  a  ftaff  to  lean 
upon,  fufficiently  able  to  fupport  them,  and 
bring  them  fafely  through  all  their  affli&ions  and 
befetments,  and  in  the  end  find  all  things  work 
together  for  their  good,  becaufe  they  fear  and 
ferve  the  Lord. 

This  worthy  woman,  Anne  Camm,  proved 
this  truth,  for  fhe  bore  her  {hare  of  the  fufferings 
of  this  trying  day,  ftedfaft  in  her  faith  in  divine 
fupport,  in  which  {he  found  ability  to  fultain  them 
with  patient  refignation  and  religious  fortitude. 
She  was  tried  with  repeated  feparations  from 
her  fecond  hufband,  as  well  as  the  former,  by  a 
fucceffion  of  tedious  and  olofe  imprifonments. 
He  was  imprifoned  particularly  at  Kendal  for  the 
fpaee  of  three  years,  where  his  confinement  was 
fo  clofe  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  fee  his  fa¬ 
mily  during  that  time  :  Again  at  Appleby,  near 
fix  years  ;  and  in  all  his  fufferings  and  fervices 
fhe  participated  with  him  as  a  faithful  helpmeet  j 
in  the  former  fympathizing  with,  and  ftrength- 
ening  him  in  his  fuffering  for  the  teftimony  of  a 
good  confidence,  fupplying  his  place  during  his 
confinement,  and  without  doubt  exerting  her 
care  to  keep  their  outward  concerns  in  the  belt 
order  in  her  power,  for  {he  appears  to  have  been 
a  very  virtuous  and  difcreet  woman.  And  in  his 
religious  labours  and  fervices,  fhe  was  not  only- 
free  to  give  him  up  and  encourage  him  to  faith- 
fulnefs,  but  often  a  powerful  fellow  labourer 
in  the  gofpel  along  with  him,  for  they  travelled 
together  feveral  journeys  as  companions  in  the 

work 
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work  of  the  miniftry,  in  fundry  parts  of  theCHAP- 
nation,  and  particularly  to  London  and  Briftol 
oftner  than  once,  at  the  latter  of  which  flie  1705 
was  feized  with  an  indifpofition,  which  appeared 
to  threaten  her  diffolution ;  but  was  raifed 
above  the  fear  of  death,  and  preferved  in  a 
lively  frame  of  fpirit,  wherein  her  expreffions 
were  fo  weighty  and  affecting,  as  to  leave  a  laft- 
ing  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  feveral  of  the 
auditors,  warning  all  to  prize  their  time,  and 
prepare  for  their  latter  end,  as  God  had  inclin¬ 
ed  her  to  do,  whereby  Ihe  enjoyed  unfpeakable 
peace  here,  with  full  affurance  of  eternal  reft 
and  felicity  in  the  wTorld  to  come,  which,  faid 
Ihe,  I  have  defired  to  enter  into,  as  gain,  rather 
than  live,  if  God  fo  pleafe.  But  the  period  of 
her  zealous  labours  for  the  promoting  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  was  not  by  divine  wifdom  afligned  her 
at  this  time  ;  Ihe  recovered  her  health  and 
ftrength,  to  be  of  great  fervice  in  fociety,  for  a 
length  of  time. 

Although  fhe  was  in  honourable  efteem,  as 
fhe  deferved,  for  her  accomplilhments,  her  vir¬ 
tues  and  her  public  fervices,  Ihe  was  preierved  in 
humility,  not  atfedting  to  do  her  works  to  be  feen 
of  men,  but  frequently  retired  alone  into  her 
clofet  or  other  private  place,  in  fervent  prayer 
to  feek  the  approbation  of  her  maker,  and 
the  frefli  difcovery  of  his  will  concerning  her  ;  or 
fet  apart  an  hour  for  perufyrg  the  holy  lcriptures, 
and  other  pious  writings  for  her  edification.  And 
though  qualified  above  many  with  an  excellent 
gift  in  the  miniftry,  Ihe  wras  by  no  means  ior- 
ward  to  appear  in  preaching  or  prayer  in  public 
meetings ;  but  when  Ihe  did,  it  w'as  with  the  de- 
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chap,  monftration  of  the  fpirit  and  with  power,  to  the 
xv.  refrefhment  of  the  church :  And  efpecially  in 
v_<^y ]arg e  meetings,  where  fhe  knew  there  were  bre- 
17°5*  thren  well  qualified  for  the  fervice  of  fuch  meet¬ 
ings,  file  rarely  appeared  as  a  public  minifter 
without  an  extraordinary  impulfe,  for  fhe  was 
endued  with  wifdom  and  a  found  underftanding, 
to  know  the  feafon  of  her  fervice,  when  to  fpeak 
and  when  to  be  filent,  in  which  fhe  was  a  good 
example  to  her  fex  ;  and  when  any  of  them  were 
too  hafty  or  unfeafonable  in  their  public  appear¬ 
ances  in  fuch  meetings,  being  a  woman  of  found 
judgment,  and  disapproving  thereof,  fhe  fre¬ 
quently  found  it  her  concern  to  hint  an  admoni¬ 
tion  to  fuch,  in  the  authority  of  the  gofpel,  and 
in  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom,  which  generally  had 
a  good  effedf. 

Her  laft  public  appearance  in  the  miniftry, 
was  at  a  monthly  meeting  at  Kendal  the  2d  of 
9mo,  1705,  at  which  time,  though  far  advanced 
in  years,  and  affeded  with  the  bodily  infirmity 
attendant  on  old  age,  the  livelinefs  of  her  zeal 
and  her  fpiritual  abilities  maintained  their  vigour 
even  to  admiration.  In  this  her  farewell  fermon, 
with  affefting  energy,  fhe  clofely  preffed  her 
friends  to  faithfulnefs  and  diligence  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  Lord,  that  they  might  receive 
their  reward  with  thofe  who  had  nearly  ferved 
out  their  day. 

The  next  day  fine  was  feized  with  that  diftem- 
per  which  terminated  her  labours,  and  her  end 
was  fuch  as  naturally  refulted  from  a  well  fpent 
life  ;  full  of  peace,  fhe  refigned  her  foul  to  him 
who  gave  it,  in  humble  expectation  01  reaping 
the  fruit  of  her  labours,  the  fentence  of  approbati¬ 
on — Well  done,  good  and  faithful  fervant,  as  mani- 
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fcftly  appeared  by  her  expreflions  on  her  death- c  H  A  p- 
bed.  Her  hufband,  who  knew  here  her  worth, 
imprefled  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  forrow,  and  aif-  _ 
covering  the  natural  regret  at  the  profpedl  of 
being  deprived  of  fo  valuable  a  companion,  fhe 
nobly  encouraged  to  refignation  in  the  following 
addrefs.  “  My  dear,  if  it  be  God’s  good  plea- 
ce  fure,  who  joined  us  together,  and  hath  blelfed 
“  us  hitherto,  to  feparate  us  outwardly,  I  entreat 
“  thee  to  be  content  therewith,  and  give  me  up 
“  freely  to  the  Lord,  for  thou  knoweft  wre  mull 
“  part ;  and  if  I  go  firft,  it  is  but  what  I  have 
ct  defired  of  the  Lord  many  a  time  ;  and  I  believe 
“  the  confideration  of  the  defolate  condition  I 
“  (hould  be  in,  if  left  behind  thee,  will  have  that 
“  place  in  thee,  that  thou  wilt  the  more  freely 
“  commit  me  to  the  Lord,  whofe  1  am,  and 
“  whom  I  loved,  feared  and  ferved  with  an  up- 
“  right  heart  all  my  days :  His  unfpeakable  peace 
“  I  enjoy,  and  his  faving  health  is  my  portion  for 
tc  ever.  I  pray  thee  be  content  with  what  the 
“  Lord  pleafeth  to  do  with  me,  whether  life  or 
<c  death,  his  holy  will  be  done.”  And  when  die 
drew  near  her  end,  about  ten  days  before  fhe 
died,  fne  imparted  profitable  counfel  to  her  grand¬ 
children  and  fervants  ;  and  renewed  her  requefl 
to  her  hulband  to  give  her  up  freely,  adding, 

“  If  it  be  the  time  of  our  parting,  as  I  think  it 
“  will,  I  pray  thee  quit  thyfelf  of  the  things  of 
“  this  world,  as  much  as  poffible,  that  thou 
“  mayft:  with  the  more  freedom  purfue  thy  ho- 
“  nourable  fervice  for  truth  to  the  end  of  thy 
“  days — and  warn  all,  but  efpecially  the  rich,  to 
“  keep  low,  and  not  to  be  high-minded,  for 
“  humility  and  bolinefs  are  the  badges  of  our  pro- 

“  feffion.” 
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chap.“  fefiion.”  Her  diftemper  increafed  upon  her 
xv.  near  a  month  before  her  change  came,  during 
all  which  time,  her  weighty  counfel,  her  edify- 
I7°5‘  ing  remarks,  and  perfect:  refignation  of  mind 
clearly  evinced  (he  was  well  prepared  for  her  final 
change,  which  happened  on  the  30th  of  9 m0, 
1705,  and  the  attendance  of  her  funeral  was  an 
evidence  of  the  univerfal  eftimation  of  her  vir¬ 
tues  and  her  fervices,  her  corpfe  being  accompa¬ 
nied  to  the  grave  by  friends  from  13  different 
meetings. 

The  perfecution  of  the  Quakers  in  New-Eng- 
land  had  fubfided  in  a  great  degree,  fmce  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  principal  perfecutors  by  death,  and 
a  train  of  fucceeding  occurrences  of  a  very  feri- 
ous  and  interesting  nature,  which  neceflarily 
drew  off  their  attention,  to  provide  againft  more 
imminent  dangers,  and  more  certain  evils.  The 
Indian  wars,  the  lofs  of  their  charter  and  their 
power  ;  their  fucceeding  political  contefls  amongft 
themfelves  ;  and  after  their  Charter  was  renewed 
by  King  William,  their  general  infatuations  in 
the  bufmefs  of  witchcraft,  had  given  them  fuffici- 
ent  employment ;  whereby  this  peaceable  body 
of  people  obtained  a  refpite  of  their  fufferings, 
till  the  Act  of  Toleration  fet  them  at  liberty  to 
enjoy  that  peace  they  defired.  But  no  fooner  had 
a  perfect-  the  Rate  recovered  from  its  commotions,  and  re- 
ed  Fere" turne^  to  a  fettlement,  than  the  colony  of  Con- 
tks,  pafled  necticut  firft  difcovered  a  propenfity,  notwith- 
in  lof  Cou '  ^an^ng  the  toleration,  to  revive  the  former  oppref- 
nedticut.  five  meafures  againft  this  fociety,  by  pafling  an  act 
entitled  Heretics ,  in  relation  whereto,  application 
being  made  to  the  Queen  and  Counfel,  it  produc¬ 
ed  the  following  order,  by  which  the  purport  of 
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this  ad  will  appear  of  a  nature  fimilar  to  their  chap. 
former  perfecuting  ads.  xv. 

“  At  the  Court  of  Kenfington,  the  iith  day  of  1 7°5' 

“  Odober,  1705, 

PRESENT, 

“  His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George  of 
<c  Denmark, 

“  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 

“  Lord  Keeper, 

<e  Lord  Treafurer, 

“  Lord  Prefident, 

<c  Duke  of  Somerfet, 

“  Duke  of  Ormond, 

“  Earl  of  Ranelagh, 

“  Mr.  Boyle, 

“  Mr.  Secretary  Pledges, 

“  Mr.  Secretary  Harley, 

“  Lord  Chief  Jullice  Holt, 

“  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Trevor, 

“  Mr.  Vernon, 

“  Mr.  Earle. 

“  A  reprefentation  from  the  lords  commiffion- 
“  ers  of  trade  and  plantations,  being  this  day 
“  read  at  the  board,  uponan  ad  paffed  in  her 
“  Majefty’s  colony  of  Connedicut,  entitled  only 
“  Heretics ,  whereby  it  is  enaded,  that  all  who 
“  fhall  entertain  any  Quakers,  Ranters,  Ada- 
“  mites,  and  other  Pleretics,  are  made  liable  to 
“  the  penalty  of  five  pounds,  and  five  pounds 
“  per  week  tor  any  town  that  fhall  fo  entertain 
them  ;  That  all  Quakers  fhall  be  committed 
“  to  prifon,  or  be  lent  out  of  the  colony  ; 

That 
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chap.  44  That  whoever  fhall  hold  unneceffary  difcourfe 
xv.  “  with  Quakers,  (hall  forfeit  twenty  Shillings  ; 
44  That  whoever  (hail  keep  any  (Quakers  books, 

1705.  ((  (the  governor,  magiftrates,  and  elders  except- 
44  ed)  fhall  forfeit  ten  /killings,  and  that  all  fuch 
44  books  fhall  be  fuppreffed ;  That  no  mafler  of 
44  any  veffel  do  land  any  Quaker  without  carrying 
44  them  away  again,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty 
44  pounds. 

44  And  the  faid  lords  commiffioners,  humbly 
44  offering,  that  the  faid  act  be  repealed  by  her 
44  majefty,  it  being  contrary  to  the  liberty  of 
44  confcience  indulged  to  diffenters  by  the  laws 
44  of  England  ;  as  alfo  to  the  charter  granted  to 
44  that  colony, 

44  Her  Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  her  privy 
44  council,  Is  pleafed  to  declare  her  difallow- 
44  ance  and  difapprobation  of  the  faid  act ;  and 
44  purfuant  to  her  majefty’s  royal  pleafure  there- 
44  upon,  the  faid  acl  paffed  in  her  majefty’s  colo- 
44  ny  of  Connedlicut  in  New-England,  entitled 
44  Heretics ,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  declared  null 
44  and  void,  and  of  none  effect.” 

In  gratitude  for  this  repeal,  friends  in  London 
thought  it  their  duty  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the 
Queen,  which  addrefs,  with  her  anfwer,  are  as  foi- 
loweth  : 

44  May  it  pleafe  the  QUEEN, 

1 706. 

44  WE  thy  proteftant  diffenting  fubjects,  com- 
44  monly  called  Quakers,  in  London,  having 
44  lately  been  the  Queen’s  humble  petitioners  on 
44  the  behalf  of  our  friends  in  New-England, 
44 .  againft  a  law  made  in  Connecticut  colony  for 
^4  their  fuppreftion,  which  law  the  Queen  has 

"  44  been 
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“  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  difallow  and  make  chad. 
“  void,  xv. 

“  We  now  find  ourfelves  engaged  in  duty 'and 
“  gratitude  to  make  the  juft  returns  of  our  thank-  *7°5- 
“  ful  acknowledgments  to  the  Queen,  for  this 
“  eminent  inftance  of  inviolably  maintaining 

the  toleration  ;  and  do  therefore  humbly  crave 
“  leave,  on  this  occafion,  to  repeat  the  fincere 
<c  alfurance  of  our  chriftian  and  peaceable  fubjec- 
“  tion  and  unfeigned  joy  for  the  Queen’s  mild 
“  and  gentle  government,  aiming  at  the  good 
“  of  all  her  people. 

“  May  the  bleifing  of  the  Almighty  fo  prof- 
“  per  and  accomplifl  the  Queen’s  juft  defires  of 
“  union  among  her  fubjeCts,  of  firm  peace  in 
“  Europe,  and  of  the  increafe  of  virtue,  that  in 
tc  the  delightful  fruition  thereof,  the  Queen  may 
“  enjoy  many  days,  and  after  a  life  of  comfort, 

“  be  tranflated  to  a  glorious  immortality.  Signed 
“  on  behalf  of  the  faid  people  by 

“  JOHN  FIELD, 

“  JOSEPH  WYETH.” 

The  O^U  E  E  N  ’  S  Anfwer. 

“  ITT  the  gentlemen  know  I  thank  them 
“  heartily  for  this  addrefs,  and  that  while  they 
“  continue  fo  good  fubje&s,  they  need  not  doubt 
“  of  my  protection.” 

Ihe  repealing  of  this  a£t  put  a  final  period  to 
the  perfecuting  of  Quakers  in  New-England :  * 

And 
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chap.  And  as  the  rigorous  meafures  purfued  againfl 
xv*  them  at  their  firft  appearance  in  that  colony,  and 
' — *v  '  for  a  feries  of  years  after,  may  appear  to  have 
I/°5-  been  treated  with  fome  fe verity  of  animadverfion 
(as  they  deferved),  it  is  but  juftice  to  obferye, 
that  the  defcend^nts  of  thefe  colonifts,  perceiving 
the  enormous  miftakes  of  their  predeceffors,  have 
adopted  more  liberal  and  humane  maxims  of 
conduft ;  fo  that  for  feveral  years  pall  this  body 
of  people  have  been  treated  with  lenitv,  and 
have  been  in  fome  refpects  more  ealy  in  the 
New-England  provinces  than  in  mod  others, 
Penfylvania  and  Jerfey  excepted ;  particular¬ 
ly  in  an  entire  exemption  from  any  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  fupport  of  the  eftablilhed  mi- 
niftry. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  XVI. 


Addrefs  to  Queen  Anne  on  the  Prevention  of  a  Rebel * 
lion. — Account  of  Thomas  Camm. — His  f offerings. 
— His  Death  and  Character.— Second  Addrefs  to 
the  Queen  on  declaring  her  Refolution  to  maintain 
the  Toleration. — Account  of  John  Banks. — Ac¬ 
count  of  William  Crouch. 


The  incorporation  of  England  and  Scotland  CHAP, 
into  one  kingdom,  which  was  a  favourite  mea-  xvi. 
fure  with  James  the  Firft  ;  and  had  alfo  engaged  ' — v — ' 
the  attention  of  King  William,  but  which  neither  ,7°7‘ 
of  them  could  get  effected,  was  brought  about 
this  year,  under  the  title  of  1  he  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  dhe  Scotch  nation  in  general  bein<T 
quite  averfe  to  this  union,  it  created  great  dif- 
contenrs  among  all  the  claffes  of  the  people. 

Lewis  XIV.  king  of  France,  being  at  this  time  An  attempt 
unable  to  cope  with  his  confederated  enemies  in 
the  Netherlands,  of  which  the  Englifh  were  fruf- 
amongfl  the  moft  formidable,  looked  upon  this  trateJ' 
difaffeclion  of  Scotland  to  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment,  to  prefent  a  favourable  opportunity  to  di¬ 
vide  the  allied  forces,  by  giving  employment  to 
the  Britifh  arms  at  home.  With  this  view,  he 
made  great  preparations  to  fupport  the  Preten¬ 
der,  in  an  invafion  of  England,  at  the  head 
of  the  Scotch  malecontents ;  but  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  Britifh  government  was  the  means 

of 
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chap,  of  defeating  his  defign.  AddrefTes  of  allegiance 
xvi.  or  congratulation  having  been  fent  up  to  the 
' — v — '  Queen  from  different  parts  upon  this  occafion, 
I7oS ■  the  people  called  Quakers  thought  it  expedient, 
from  their  yearly  meeting,  to  prefent  the  follow¬ 
ing  addrefs. 


“  To  Anne  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

Ci  The  grateful  and  humble  Addrefs  of  the  people 
commonly  called  Quakers,  from  their  yearly 
“  meeting  in  London  this  281  h  day  of  the  third 
“  month  called  May,  1708. 


Third  Ad¬ 
drefs  to  cc 
Anne. 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

CC 


cc 
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cc 
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“  WE  having  good  caufe  to  commemorate 
the  manifold  mercies  of  God  vouchfafed  to  this 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  believe  it 
our  duty  to  make  our  humble  acknov  ledg- 
ments,  firft  to  the  divine  Majefty,  and  next  to 
the  Queen,  for  the  liberty  we  enjoy  under  her 
kind  and  favor  aide  government,  with  hearty 
defires  and  prayers  to  Almighty  God  ('who  hath 
hitherto  disappointed  the  mifchievous  and 
wicked  defigns  of  her  enemies  both  foreign 
and  domefticj  that  he  will  fo  effectually  reple¬ 
nish  the  Queen’s  heart,  together  with  thofe  of 
her  great  council,  with  his  divine  wifdom,  that 
righteoufnefs,  jultice  and  moderation,  which 
are  the  ornaments  of  the  Queen’s  reign,  and 
which  exalt  a  nation,  may  be  increafed  and 
promoted. 

“  And  we  take  this  opportunity  to  give  the 
Queen  the  renewed  affurance.  of  our  hearty 
aiicdtion  to  the  prefent  eftablifhed  government, 

and 
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sc  and  that  we  as  a  people  will,  in  our  refpective  c 
“  ftations,  according  to  our  peaceable  principles, 

“  by  the  grace  of  God,  approve  ourfelves  in  ail 
“  fidelity  the  Queen’s  faithful  and  obedient  fub- 
“  jedts,  and  as  fuch  conclude  with  fervent  prayer 
“  to  the  Lord  of  Holts,  that  after  a  profperoUs, 

“  fafe  and  long  reign  in  this  life,  thou,  O  Queen, 
cc  mayfl  be  blelfed  with  an  everlafting  crown  of 
“  glory.” 


Seven  friends  were  appointed  to  prefent  this 
addrefs,  amongfl  whom  was  George  Whitehead, 
who  upon  preienting  it,  faid,  “  We  heartily  wifh 
“  the  Queen  health  and  happinefs :  We  are 
“  come  to  prefent  an  addrefs  from  our  yearly 
<c  meeting,  which  we  could  have  delired  might 
“  have  been  more  early  and  more  feafonably 
“  timed,  but  could  not,  becaufe  our  faid  meet- 
“  ing  was  but  the  laft  week,  and  therefore  now 
c<  hope  the  Queen  will  favourably  accept  our 
“  addrefs.”  When  he  delivered  it,  the  Queen 
requefted  him  to  read  it,  which  he  did,  and 
the  Queen  anfwerea,  “  I  thank  you  very  kindly 
“  for  your  addrefs,  and  1  allure  you  of  my  pro- 
“  tection  ;  you  may  depend  upon  it.”  To  this 
G.  Whitehead  replied,  “  We  thankfully  ac- 
“  knowledge  that  God,  by  his  power  and 
“  fpecial  providence  hath  preferved  aatd  defended 
“  the  Queen  againlt  the  evil  defigns  of  her  ene- 
“  mies,  having  made  the  Queen  an  eminent  in- 
“  firument  for  the  good  of  this  nation  and  realm 
“  of  Great  Britain,  in  maintaining  the  tolera- 
“  tion,  the  liberty  we  enjoy  in  refpetd  to  our 
“  confciences  againfi  perl'ecution  :  which  liberty 
“  being  grounded  upon  this  reafon  in  the  late 
“  King’s  reign,  for  the  uniting  the  Protcjfunt  fub- 
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CHAP.  «  jefts  in  inter  eft  and  affeftion,  the  union  of  Great 
xvi.  cc  Britain,  now  fettled,  tends  to  the  ftrength  and 
fafety  thereof ;  for  in  union  is  the  ftrength  and 
{lability  of  a  nation  or  kingdom ;  and  with¬ 
out  union  no  nation  or  people  canbefafe,  but 
“  are  weak  and  unftable.  The  fuccefiion  of  the 
“  crown  being  fettled  and  eftablifhed  in  the  pro- 
“  teftant  line,  muft  needs  be  very  acceptable  to 
“  all  true  proteflant  fubjects. 

“  And  now,  O  Queen !  that  the  Lord  may 
preferve  and  defend  thee  for  the  future,  the 
remainder  of  thy  days,  and  fupport  thee 
“  under  all  thy  great  care  and  concern  for  the 
“  fafety  and  good  of  this  nation  and  kingdom  of 
“  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  Lord  may  blefs 
“  and  preferve  thee  to  the  end,  is  our  fmcere 
<c  defire.” 

To  this  the  Queen  returned,  <£  I  thank  you 
for  your  fpeech,  and  for  your  addrefs ;  and 
ye  may  be  aflured  I  will  take  care  to  protect 
you.”  G.  Whitehead  replied,  “  the  Lord 
blefs  and  profper  the  Queen  in  all  her  good  in- 
“  tentions  and  then  thefe  friends  withdrew. 

In  this  year  died  Thomas  Camm  of  Camm’s- 
gill  in  Weftmoreland,  fon  of  John  Camm,  whofe 
fife  and  character  is  the  firfl  recorded  in  this  hif- 
tory.  Both  his  parents  being  members  of  the 
fociety,  confpicuous  for  their  integrity  and  piety, 
he  had  the  advantage  of  a  religious  education  in 
the  principles  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  their 
pious  counfel  and  circumfpect  example  made  a 
deep  impreffion  on  his  tender  mind  ;  whereby, 
from  his  early  youth,  he  was  bleffed  with  religi¬ 
ous  fentiments,  and  delighted  in  the  company  of 
the  mo  ft  religious  perfons.  And  as  he  grew  up, 
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his  underflanding  was  illuminated,  to  perceive,  chap. 
that  befides  an  education  in  the  molt  perfect  form  xvi. 
of  religion,  the  experience  of  inward  fan£ti-  "v — * 
fication  by  that  word,  which  is  quick  and  I7°7* 
powerful,  was  necefiary  ;  and  being  hum¬ 
bled  into  frequent  inward  retirement  to  feel 
after  this  quickening  word,  he  was  favoured  with 
the  attainment  of  what  he  faw  he  flood  in  need  of, 
and  by  the  virtue  of  this  refining  power  being  pu¬ 
rified,  he  received  a  gift  in  the  miniftry,  in 
which  his  doctrine  was  found,  and  his  delivery 
agreeable,  not  in  the  enticing  words  of  man’s 
wifdom,  but  in  the  demonflration  of  divine 
power,  reaching  the  witnefs  of  God  in  the  hearts 
of  his  hearers,  whereby  he  was  made  inflrumen- 
tal  to  convert  many  to,  and  eflablifh  many  in 
the  way  to  righteoufnefs  and  peace. 

He  fpent  much  of  his  time  in  travelling  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  nation,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
miniftry,  for  the  edification  of  his  friends,  while 
he  was  left  at  liberty.  But  he  bore  his  lhare  ofHisfuffer- 
the  fufferings  of  this  age  both  in  perfon  and  pro-ings‘ 
perty,  whereby  his  travels  were  repeatedly  inter¬ 
rupted.  In  the  year  1674  he  was  fued  by  John 
Ormrod,  prieft  of  Burton,  for  fmall  tithes  and 
oblations,  and  by  a  writ  de  excommunicato  capiendo 
he  was  call  into  prifon  at  Kendal,  where  he  was  Impril'bn_ 
detained  in  a  clofe  confinement  for  a  great  part  of™e™  « 
three  years.  He  was  afterwards  imprifoned  for  vu‘ 
fix  years  in  the  county  jail  at  Appleby  (as  before  a 
noted  in  the  account  of  his  wife’s  deceafe)  on  1(ytApi>It’ 
what  account  I  am  not  informed,  but  molt  pro¬ 
bably  for  the  like  demand  of  tithes,  fo  that  he  was 
imprifoned  near  nine  ygars  in  all. 

On  the  13th  of  Odober  1678,  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  laft  conventicle  act,  Edward 
Vol.  IV.  F  Wilfon, 
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Wilfon,  a  juftice  of  peace,  fent  feveral  informers 
to  a  meeting  held  in  the  houfe  of  Edward  Cragg 
of  Ackonthwaite,  and  upon  their  evidence,  con¬ 
victed  feveral  perfons  without  examination,  or 
fummoning  them  before  him,  and  iifued  his  war¬ 
rants  of  did  refs,  whereby  there  were  taken  from 
Thomas  Camm  in  particular,  for  preaching  at 
the  faid  meeting,  nine  head  of  cattle  and  fifty- 
five  fheep  worth  3 1 1.  10s.  When  the  officers 
complained  to  this  rigorous  juftice  that  they  could 
not  fell  home  of  the  cattle,  he  charged  them  to 
fell  at  any  price,  and  fetch  more  till  they  had 
enough,  and  ordered  them  to  drive  them  from 
market  to  market,  to  fell  them  cheap  for  the 
encouragement  of  buyers ;  threatening  them, 
that  if  they  did  not'  raife  all  their  fines,  they 
fhould  pay  the  reft  out  of  their  own  pockets. 
There  were  again,  by  warrant  from  the  faid  Wil¬ 
fon,  two  oxen  taken  from  him  worth  7I.  upon 
an  information  of  being  at  a  meeting  at  farle- 
ton  ;  being  with  others  fined  on  account  of  a 
preacher,  who  was  faid  in  the  warrant  to  be  fled, 
and  -  his  habitation  unknown :  Whereas  the 
preacher  was  fo  far  from  fleeing,  that  he  went  to 
the  juftice’s  houfe,  and  left  word  there,  that  his 
name  was  Thomas  Dowcra,  and  that  he  dwelt  at 
Swarthmore  near  Ulverftone,  in  Laticafhire,  and 
that  he  was  of  ability  to  pay  his  own  fine,  for 
which  reafon  he  defired  it  might  not  be  impofed 
upon  others. 

Ail  his  fufferings,  which  were  many,  he  bore 
with  fortitude  and  firmnefs ;  unfhaken  in  his 
teftimonv  for  truth,  he  maintained  it  uniformly 
to  the  laft  ;  far  from  being  difcouraged  by  fuffer- 
ino-  in  a  good  caufe,  it  was  his  joy  and  crown  of 
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rejoicing,  that  he  was  counted  worthy  not  only  chap. 
to  believe  in  the  truth,  but  alfo  to  fufferforit.  xvi. 

He  was  not  only  eminent  amongft  his  brethren 
for  his  fervice  in  the  miniftry,  but  in  the  main-  1707. 
taining  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  for  which  he 
was  remarkably  well  qualified,  being  himfelf  a 
fhining  example  of  righteoufnefs  in  his  own  con- 
verfation,  richly  replenifhed  with  divine  wif- 
dom,  and  adorned  with  meeknefs  and  humility, 
his  endeavours  to  promote  an  orderly  conven¬ 
tion,  confident  with  their  profeflion,  amongft  his 
friends,  were  attended  with  the  greater  weight  and 
effect ;  whether  exerted  in  the  meeknefs  of  wif- 
dom  for  the  {Lengthening  and  encouragement  of 
the  weak  and  well  difpofed  ;  or  in  a  well  temper-* 
ed  zeal  againft  every  appearance  of  evil;  efpecially 
againft  that  fpirit  which  endeavoured  to  lay  wafte 
the  teftimony  and  religious  care  of  friends,  and 
foment  divifions  in  the  church,  with  which  we 
have  feen  the  county  of  his  residence  was  parti¬ 
cularly  exercifed.  Being  a  man  of  peace,  he  la¬ 
boured  to  follow  it  with  all  men;  to  promote  it  in 
the  church  and  amongft  all  forts  of  people.  Love 
and  unity  amongft  brethren  he  rejoiced  in,  and 
where  any  thing  appeared  tending  to  a  breach  of 
it,  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  put  a  {top 
thereto.  Benevolent  and  kindly  affe&ioned  to 
all  men,  he  was  beloved  and  efteemed  by  the 
good,  as  far  as  his  acquaintance  extended. 

When  he  was  advanced  in  years,  and  affected 
with  infirmities  in  confequence  of  the  hardfhips 
and  fufferings  he  had  endured  in  the  fucceihve 
ftages  of  his  life,  his  zeal  for  truth,  and  his  love 
to  his  brethren,  and  concern  for  the  well-being 
of  mankind  in  a  general  way,  engaged  him  in 
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chap-  repeated  religious  labours  and  vifits  to  his  friends 
xvi.  in  various  parts,  to  their  comfort  and  edification, 
v— ■v— '  to  near  the  termination  of  his  life. 

1 7°7*  His  laft  journey  in  religious  fervice  was  into 
Lancafnire,  the  weft  of  Yorklhire,  and  his  own 
county  of  Weftmoreland,  from  which  he  return¬ 
ed  on  the  17th  of  the  nm0,  1707,  O.  S.  to  his 
Son-in-law’s,  John  Moor’s  at  Eldworth ;  and 
here  he  was  immediately  attacked  by  a  return  of 
a  diftemper  which  had  been  before  at  times  trou- 
blefome  to  him,  viz.  the  ftone  and  gravel,  which 
continuing  to  encreafe  upon  him,  and  affedt  him 
with  violent  pain,  fo  that  he  could  take  little  food 
or  fleep,  yet  he  bore  it  with  much  patience.  In 
the  profpedt  of  future  happinefs  he  was  perfect¬ 
ly  refigned  to  the  divine  will,  frequently  expref- 
fing  his  acquiefcence  therein  in  thefe  or  fimilar 
terms,  44  I  neither  defire  to  live  nor  to  die,  but 
44  am  well  content,  however  it  fhall  pleafe  the 
44  Lord  to  order  it.”  One  day  fitting  alone,  his 
fon  John  Moor  came  to  bear  him  company,  and 
afking  him  how  he  did  ?  he  anfwered,  44  I  am 
44  weak  in  the  body,  but  ftrong  in  the  inner 
44  man,  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  been  my 
44  ftrength  and  fupport  hitherto,”  expreffing  his 
humble  thankfulnefs  to  the  divine  Being  for  hi  , 
multiplied  and  unfpeakable  mercies  to  him,  in  the 
fucceffive  viciflitudes  of  his  life. 

About  a  week  before  he  died,  feveral  of  his 
grand-children  being  in  the  room  with  him,  he 
faid  unto  them,  44  Now  I  think  I  muft  leave  you. 
44  If  the  Lord  had  feen  meet  to  fpare  me  a  little 
44  longer,  I  might  have  been  of  fervice  to  you  in 
44  counfel  and  advice ;  but  the  Lord,  the  great 
44  and  wife  counfellor,  as  you  have  your  eye  to 
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M  him  above  all  things,  will  not  be  wanting  in  c  h  a  p. 
tc  counfel  to  you  ;  I  love  you  entirely,  and  the  xvi. 

“  blefling  of  the  Almighty  reft  upon  you,  if  it  be 
“  his  will.**  To  John  Moor  and  others  prefent,  l7°‘ 

“  Bear  me  record,  that  I  die  in  perfect  unity 
“  with  the  brethren  ;  my  love  is  as  firm  and  true 
“  as  ever,  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  author 
“  of  our  falvation.” 

To  recount  all  the  folid  expreflions  which 
this  good  man  brought  forth  from  the  good  trea- 
fure  of  his  heart,  during  a  confinement  of  five 
or  fix  weeks,  might  to  fome  readers  appear  tedi¬ 
ous  :  The  fore-cited  expreflions  appear  to  befpeak 
a  mind  redeemed  from  the  earth,  and  looking 
forward  with  ferenity  to  an  habitation  eternal  in 
the  Heavens,  for  which  he  had  been,  through 
the  courfe  of  a  pretty  long  life,  careful  to  make 
preparation. 

He  departed  this  life  at  Eldworth  aforefaid, 
in  much  peace  and  quietnels,  the  13th  day  of  the 
firft  month  1707-8,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 

His  body  was  removed  from  thence  to  his  late 
habitation  at  Camm’s-gill,  and  on  the  fixteenth 
from  thence  to  friends  burying-ground  at  Park- 
end  in  Prefton-Patrick  to  be  interred.  The  great 
numbers  and  decent  folemnity  of  friends  of  that 
and  other  adjacent  counties,  and  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  other  focieties,  under  a  general  ap¬ 
pearance  of  forrow,  demonftrated  the  refpect  they 
bore  to  his  character.  The  corpfe  being  interred, 
moft  of  the  attendants  drew  into  the  meeting- 
houfe,  and  had  an  edifying  feafon  together,  the 
divine  prefence  eminently  ovcrfliadowing  the 
alTembly,  to  the  atfe&ing  many  hearts  with  reve- 
•  rent  folemnity  and  ferious  confiderations,  under 
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chap,  the  influence  whereof,  divers  lively  teftimonies 
XVI*  were  borne  to  the  fufficiency  of  that  univerfal  prin- 
v‘“‘'v'N-y'  ciple  of  light  and  grace,  of  which  the  deceafed 
I7I°-  had  been  a  fliining  example. 

In  this  year  party  animofities,  which  appear 
to  have  fubfided  for  foine  time  paft,  broke  out 
with  remarkable  violence.  Sacheverel,  a  violent 
high  church-man,  inveighed  againfl:  the  dilfenters 
in  feveral  harangues  ;  for  two  of  which  he  was 
complained  of  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  im¬ 
peached  him  of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours, 
of  which  he  was  found  guilty  by  the  lords  and 
filenced  for  three  years ;  the  clergy  and  others  of 
the  fame  ftamp,  who  were  now  become  numer¬ 
ous,  patronized  his  caufe  as  their  own,  with  all 
the  vehemence  of  a  violent  party  fpirit,  pointed 
their  fermons  and  difcourfes  with  intemperate 
warmth  againfl:  the  dilfenters,  and  ftimulated  the 
populace  to  riot  and  outrage  againlt  them,  raifing 
a  popular  cry  that  the  church  was  in  danger.  The 
Queen  alfo  being  influenced  to  change  her  mini* 
ftry  and  meafures,  he  was  ufed  as  a  tool  to  turn 
the  palhons  of  the  vulgar  in  favour  of  the  defign  ; 
and  from  the  prevailing  fpirit  at  this  time,  many 
Apprehenfi-  0f  the  dilfenters  were  filled  with  apprehensions  of 
conceived  a  defign  to  repeal  or  at  leaf:  to  weaken  the  aft  of 
a  deiTn’t^  toleralaon  >  but  a  new  parliament  being  elefted, 
■weaken  the  the  Queen  in  her  fpeech  declared  her  refolution 
adt  df  Toie-  j-0  maintain  the  indulgence  by  law  allowed  to  fcru- 
the  Queen  pulous  conlciences,  whereupon  a  committee  or 
her' re  Co  hi-  ^  People  called  Quakers  waited  upon  her  with 
tion  to  fup-  the  following  addrefs  : 
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44  To  Queen  Anne  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

44  The  humble  and  thankful  Addrefs  of  the  '7 ' 

44  Queen’s  protellant  fubjeds,  the  people  cat ed  Qu»- 
44  called  Quakers,  in  and  about  the  city  of  k^addi-efs 

.  i  i  r  r  t  r  i  \  i  ner  again. 

“  London,  on  behalr  or  themlelves  and  the 
44  reft  of  their  perfuafion. 

44  When  we  conftder  the  Queen’s  royal  regard 
44  to  proted  our  religious  liberty,  and  the  frelh 
44  affurance  from  the  throne  of  her  chriftian  refo- 
44  lution  to  maintain  the  indulgence  by  law  al- 
44  lowed  to  fcrupulous  confciences,  and  her  ten- 
44  der  care  that  the  fame  may  be  tranfmitted  to 
“  pofterity  in  the  proteftant  fucceflion  in  the  lioufe 
tc  of  Hanover,  we  find  ourfelves  concerned 
“  gratefully  to  acknowledge  her  goodnefs  there- 
“  in,  and  the  ready  concurrence  of  her  great 
ec  council  therewith. 

44  Taking  this  occafion  to  allure  the  Queen  of 
44  our  duty  and  affection  and  peaceable  behaviour 
44  under  her  government,  as  is  our  principle,  and 
44  hath  always  been  our  practice. 

44  And  we  heartily  defire  our  fellow-fubjects 
44  may  lay  aftde  all  animofities,  and  in  a  fpirit  of 
44  love  and  meeknefs,  endeavour  to  outdo  each 
44  other  in  virtue  and  univerfal  charity. 

44  That  it  may  gracioully  pleafe  almighty  God 
44  to  defend  and  blels  thee,  O  Queen  !  and  guide 
44  thee  by  his  counfel  in  a  long  and  profperous 
44  reign  here,  and  afterwards  receive  thee  to 
44  glory,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of  thy  faithful  fub- 
44  jects. 
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xvi.  To  this  Addrefs  the  Queen  anfwered, 

17l°-  “I  thank  ye  for  vour  addrefs,  and  ye  may  de- 
“  pend  upon  my  pro' action,” 

Account  of  This  year  died  John  Banks,  who  was  born  of 

John  Banks  poneft  parents,  in  the  parifh  of  IfTel  in  Cumber¬ 
land.  In  early  youth  he  was  convinced  of  the 
principle  of  the  divine  light  in  the  heart,  not  by 
the  preaching  of  men,  but  the  inward  conviction 
of  his  own  mind,  and  brought  to  an  acquain¬ 
tance  therewith  before  he  had  any  acquaintance 
amonglt  the  people  called  Quakers,  or  heard  their 
doftrine  preached  ;  but  by  a  motion  in  his  own 
mind,  he  was  incited  to  go  to  a  meeting  of  the  faid 
people,  in  confequence  whereof  he  w’ent  to  their 
meeting  at  Pardfhaw,  where  very  few  words  were 
fpcken  ;  but  a  paper  was  read  therein,  which  had 
a  confiderable  effect  upon  him,  being  pertinently 
applicable  to  his  condition-.  And  through  dili¬ 
gent  attention  to  the  ingrafted  word,  which  is  able 
to  fave  the  foul,  he  experienced  a  growth  in  fanc- 
tification,  and  was  prepared  for  the  reception  of 
the  gifts  of  the  fpirit :  in  the  year  ]  663  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  mini  dry  and  vifited  fome  of  the 
meetings  in  the  neighbouring  counties  ;  and  in 
the  year  1668,  being  more  deeply  experienced 
in  the  work  of  religion,  he  was  made  willing  to 
forfake  all,  to  perform  his  duty  in  the  fervice  of 
his  maker  and  the  caufe  of  truth,  travelling  into 
the  fouthern  and  weflern  counties,  and  in  a  great 
degree  devoted  the  future  time  of  his  life  to  the 
like  beneficial  purpofe.  He  laboured  zealoufly 
in  the  nromulgation  of  the  gofpel,  both  in  feve- 
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ral  parts  of  England,  in  Scotland,  and  Ireland  *  c  H  A  p. 
feveral  times  over,  to  the  edification  of  the  fociety  xvi.  * 

of  his  friends  and  the  convincement  of  others  ' _ / 

who  remained  witnefies  to  the  efficacy  of  his  mi-  1710. 
niflry  and  as  feals  thereof. 

In  the  year  1679,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  go  forth 
under  a  preffing  concern  of  mind  into  thofe 
counties  and  places,  where  the  feparation  begun 
by  f  Wilkinfon  and  J.  Story  had  got  ground,  to 
bear  his  teftimony  agamfl  that  fpirit  of  feparation 
which  had  its  life  in  contention  and  difcord.  He 
fhft  went  with  Chriflopher  Story  for  his  compa¬ 
nion,  to  the  yearly  meeting  in  London,  where 
(he  writes)  “  the  love  and  life  of  pure  religion 
was  in  dominion,  fo  that  the  oppofing  fpirit  was 
net  ei  once  able  to  lift  up  its  head  j  an  agreea- 
“  ble  harmony  prevailed  throughout,  the  power 
“  of  God  being  over  all.”  From  London  they 
turned  weflward  through  Berkfhire  and  Wilt¬ 
shire  to  Briftol  ;  here  he  palfed  along  under  a 
deep  travail  and  anxiety  of  foul  by  day  and  by 
night,  that  the  deceitfulnefs  and  error  of  the  fpi¬ 
rit  of  feparation,  which  fought  to  divide  and  make 
parties  in  the  fociety,  might  be  made  manifeft, 

and 

*  See  vol.  2,  p.  479. 

t  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  there  were  at  this  time  two 
perfons  of  the  name  of  John  W  ilkinfon  in  the  fociety,  or  under 
the  name  of  Quakers,  viz.  John  Wilkinfon  of  Cumberland, 
who  had  been  a  pried  of  Brigham,  and  had  two  parilhesinore  ; 
he  was  convinced  bv  the  ininiftry  of  G.  Fox  in  1657,  became 
an  approved  miniiter  among  the  people  called  Quakers,  and 
many  were  convinced  by  him  :  He  travelled  into  the  South  and 
Vveft  of  England,  with  J.  Banks  for  his  companion  in  1668  ; 
ar.d  continued  a  faithful  man  till  the  day  of  his  death  in  167J. 

I  lie  other  John  V\  ilkinfon  of  Weftmo'eland,  principally 
known  in  our  hiflory  lor  his  oppofition  and  feparation. 
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CHAP,  and  that  the  innocent  might  be  preferved  from 
xvi.  being  entangled  or  hurt  by  it,  infomuch  that  he 
could  take  little  refrefhment  of  food  or  fleep;  not- 
I7‘°-  withftanding  which  he  was  fo  fuppor  ted  with  the  fpi- 
ritual  ftrength  and  the  authority  of  the  gofpel  in 
his  teftimony,  that  although  fomeot  thefe  feparatifts 
were  highly  provoked,  railed  at  him  behind  his 
back,  threatened  to  give  him  public  oppofition, 
and  for  that  purpofe  followed  him  frmn  meeting 
to  meeting  ;  yet  the  power  which  fupported  him, 
and  evidently  attended  his  teftimony,  chained 
them  down,  fo  that  when  the  time  came,  they  had 
no  ability  to  put  their  threats  in  execution.  He 
palled  through  thofe  parts,  labouring  in  the  mi- 
niftry  to  the  comfort  and  edification  of  the 
church,  and  the  increafe  of  peace  in  his  own 
mind. 

He  had  a  fhare  alfo  in  the  fufferings  attendant 
on  his  profeftion  in  this  perfecuting  age,  both  in 
imprifonment  and  the  lofs  of  goods.  In  the  year 
1662,  George  Fletcher  j  a  juftice  of  peace,  came 
to  a  meeting  at  Howhill  in  Sowerby  pariflr,  ruffl¬ 
ing  in  a  hoftile  manner,  with  a  retinue  armed 
with  fwords  and  piftols,  and  finding  John  Banks 
on  his  knees,  the  juftice  ftruck  him  over  the 
head,  and  when  he  continued  praying,  ordered 
him  to  be  pulled  down  backward,  and  caufed 
him  and  others  to  be  dragged  down  the  hill,  in 
a  violent  and  cruel  manner,  and  afterwards  fent 
them  to  Carlille  jail.  At  the  enfuing  feflions 
fome  were  fined  icl.  and  the  reft  5I.  each,  and 
diftraints  made  to  confiderably  more  than  the 
value.  a  In  the  year  1683  feveral  informers  came 
to  the  meeting  at  Pardfliaw-Cragg,  and  found 
Peter  Fearon  preaching :  They  applied  to  juftice 

Fletcher, 
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Fletcher,  who  fined  him  20I.  and  ordered  it  to  c  h  ap- 
be  levied  on  himfelf  and  feveral  others  who  were  xvi. 
prefent,  among  whom  John  Banks  was  one  :  And 
although  Peter  defired  the  whole  might  be  charg-  '7‘°- 
ed  on  himfelf,  he  being  of  fufficient  ability,  the 
juftice  perfifted  in  his  defign,  and  iifued  his  war¬ 
rants  for  diilraint,  tvhereby  goods  to  the  amount 
of  7I.  1  os.  were  taken  from  John  Banks. 

When  thefe  goods  were  expofed  to  fale,  and  no 
purchafers  could  be  found,  this  juftice  ordered 
his  own  fervants  to  purchafe  fome  of  them, 
which  they  did  at  a  very  low  price  ;  and  the 
officers  to  fupply  the  defeat  made  further  fei- 
zures,  whereby  the  value  of  the  difiraints  at  laft 
amounted  to  35I. 

This  juftice  Fletcher  feems  to  have  enter¬ 
tained  a  particular  enmity  againft  this  reputable 
man,  impelling  him  to  every  meafure  in  his 
power,  to  diftrefs  him  and  his  family  in  their 
outward  circumftances  :  For  at  the  very  time  he 
granted  the  abovefaid  warrant  for  diftraining 
his  goods  for  his  arbitrary  fine,  being  an  impro¬ 
priator,  he  was  carrying  on  a  fevere  profecution 
againft  him  for  tithes.  John  Banks  being 
fubpeenaed  to  anfwer  his  bill,  becaufe,  from  his 
confcientious  fcruple,  he  could  not  put  in  his  an¬ 
fwer  upon  oath,  was  run  to  a  contempt,  upon 
which  he  was  arrefted  at  the  very  fame  time, 
that  the  officers  and  informers  with  their  affiftants, 
to  the  number  of  twelve,  came  to  his  houfe  to 
execute  Fletcher’s  warrant  of  diftrefs13. 

He  was  committed  to  prifon  in  Car lifle  jail, 
where  he  was  detained  fix  years  and  nine 
months,  during  which  time  he  received  much 
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chap,  rude  treatment  and  abufe  from  the  jailer  and 
xvi.  his  deputy  by  his  order  ;  being  inftigated  chere- 
to,  firft  by  his  own  vexation,  becaufe  John  and 
!710-  his  friends  and  fellow-prifoners  hefitated  to  gra¬ 
tify  his  avaricious  difpofition,  in  taking  chambers 
from  him  at  his  price ;  and  fecondly,  by  the 
priefts  and  magiftrates  of  the  city,  who  were  dif- 
turbed  and  exafperated  at  John  Banks,  becaufe 
the  friends  in  prifon  keeping  up  their  meetings, 
particularly  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  he  fre¬ 
quently  felt  a  concern  to  preach  among  them, 
and  (landing  near  the  cafement,  which  opened 
to  the  (Ireet,  his  teftimony  could  be  heard  by 
the  citizens  as  they  came  from  their  worfhip. 
This  exafperated  both  the  priefts  (of  which  there 
were  a  confiderable  number  in  that  place) 
and  the  magiftrates,  as  the  people  in  paffmg 
would  frequently  (land  to  hear  him  :  In  order 
to  put  a  flop  thereto,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  ac¬ 
companied  by  feme  of  the  aldermen  and  others, 
came  into  their  meeting  in  the  prifon  one  firft 
day  while  John  was  preaching,  and  in  great  paf- 
fion  commanded  him  to  be  filent,  (haking  his 
wand  at  him, and  threatening  to  gag  him.  But  nei¬ 
ther  his  palfton  nor  his  menaces  could  effect  his  pur- 
pofe;  John  intimating  to  him, that  he  conceived  he 
had  his  commiflion  from  a  fuperior  power  ;  and 
that  as  mayor  he  had  no  authority  to  moled  him 
and  his  companions  in  confinement ;  they  were 
the  king’s  prifoners,  and  in  fafe  cuftody.  With 
fome  further  menaces  the  mayor  and  his  compa¬ 
ny  departed,  and  gave  them  no  further  molefta- 
tion  in  perfon. 

But  there  is  reafon  to  prefume  they  gave  a 
charge  to  the  jailer  and  his  turnkey,  to  endea¬ 
vour 
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vour  to  prevent  him  from  preaching,  even  bye  HA P. 
violence.  The  turnkey  generally  watched  their  xvi. 
meetings,  and  as  foon  as  he  heard  John  Banks’s 
voice,  would  drag  him  by  force  out  of  the  room  I7‘°’ 
to  fome  other  place,  and  confine  him  there  till 
after  the  meeting  was  ended.  The  turnkey  at 
other  times  would  endeavour  to  prevent  his 
fpeaking,  by  putting  his  hat  over  his  face ;  hoot¬ 
ing  to  drown  his  voice;  clapping  his  hands  on  his 
mouth,  and  fuch  like  rough  treatment.  Once  find¬ 
ing  him  on  his  knees  at  prayer,  being  urged  by 
the  jailer,  who  was  alfo  prefent,  this  turnkey 
pulled  him  off  nis  knees,  threw  him  down,  and 
endeavoured  to  drag  him  by  force  along  the 
ground,  which  not  being  able  to  do,  the  jailer 
came  to  his  affiftance,  and  then  they  jointly 
pulled  him  away,  and  fhut  him  up  in  a  noifome 
fmoaky  room  over  the  brew-houle,  in  which  he 
was  locked  up  feveral  times ;  at  one  time  three 
days  and  two  nights  without  a  bed  of  any  kind  to 
lie  down  upon. 

The  jailer  finding  thefe  harfh  meafures  inef¬ 
fectual  to  compafs  their  defign  of  filencing  him, 
had  recourle  to  remonitrance,  reprefenting  to 
John  “  that  the  priefts,  mayor  and  aldermen  of  * 

“  the  city  were  greatly  difpleafed,  and  threaten- 
“  ed  to  fine  him  for  fuffering  him  to  preach,  and 
“  his  friends  to  hold  conventicles  in  the  jail, 

“  propoling  their  removal  to  another  houfe  from' 

“<*the  ftreet,  or  at  leaft  to  the  further  end  of 
“  the  room,  where  he  might  not  be  heard.” 

In  reply  to  this,  John  Banks,  who  conceived  his 
miniftry  not  reftricled  to  his  friends  and  fellow- 
prifoners  ;  but  that  it  was  to  be  alfo  exercifed  to 
call  the  inhabitants  to  repentance  as  opportunity 

offered. 
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chap,  offered,  fignified,  “  That  as  his  prifoner  he 
xvi.  “  fhould  be  fubjeft  to  him,  let  him  put  him 
1 — “  where  he  would  ;  but  as  to  matters  of  religi- 
I71°-  “  ous  duty  he  could  own  no  fubjection  to  him 

Ci  or  them  ;  but  to  the  clear  difcovery  of  the 
“  light  in  his  own  mind  only.”  The  jailer 
and  his  deputy  therefore  returned  to  their  former 
practice  of  haling,  confining  and  perfonal  abufe, 
whereby  his  body  was  much  bruifed  and  his  health 
impaired. 

The  jailer,  although  he  pretended  at  times  to 
palliate  his  feverity,  under  the  fear  of  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  magiftrates  and  priefts,  could 
not  forbear  at  other  times  to  give  vent  to  his 
own  private  refentments  on  the  fubject  that  touch* 
ed  him  more  clofely,  becaufe  they  did  not  take 
their  diet  and  lodgings  from  him  at  extravagant 
rates,  abufmg  them  with  opprobrious  language, 
calling  them  rogues,  rafcals  and' cheating  knaves, 
menacing  them  with  the  fmoaky  loft  and  com¬ 
mon  jail,  and  charging  the  turnkey  to  let  them 
out  on  no  occafion,  not  even  to  buv  victuals, 
which  charge  was  pretty  Itrictly  obferved,  in- 
fomuch,  that  for  fome  time  they  were  hard 
put  to  it  to  provide  neceffaries  for  them- 
felves. 

The  jailer  not  fully  gratified  by  this  feverity, 
or  not  finding  it  anfwer  his  purpofe,  in  a  few 
weeks  proceeded  to  put  his  menace  in  execution, 
by  thrufling  John  Banks  and  another  friend  into 
the  common  jail  amongft  the  felons  and  poor 
debtors,  at  a  time  when  it  was  fo  crowded,  that 
there  was  no  convenient  room  t®  fit  or  lie  down, 
and  J.  Banks  was  in  an  ill  ftate  of  health,  hav¬ 
ing  been  indifpofed  for  fome  time  before  ;  upon 

which 
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which  account  one  of  his  fellow-prifoners  madec  hap. 
this  remonrtrance  to  the  jailer,  “  If  this  friend  {hall  xvi. 

“  die  through  thy  cruelty  and  hard  ufage,his  blood 
“  will  be  required  at  thy  hands  The  jailer,  with  1 7 1  °- 
all  the  unfeelingnefs  of  fuch  officers,  replied,  “  he 
“  did  not  care  if  J.  Banks  never  flood  upon  his 
cc  feet  again,  he  would  put  him  into  the  common 
“  jail  j”  which  he  did,  where  J.  Banks  and  his 
companion  were  obliged  to  fit  all  night  near  the 
fink,  the  common  receptacle  of  the  filth  and  ex¬ 
crements  of  the  prifoners.  And  when  they  got 
fome  draw  to  lie  on,  they  had  only  the  wet 
ground  to  lay  it  on,  clofe  by  the  noifome  fmk. 

He  was  confined  here  fixteen  days  and  nights, 
during  which  time  his  wife  (with  other  friends) 
coming  twenty  miles  to  vifit  him  in  prifon,  fhe 
requefted  of  the  jailer,  that  he  would  permit  her 
hufband  to  come  to  her  in  fome  place  more  con¬ 
venient  than  the  common  jail;  but  as  diverted  of 
all  tendernefs,  he  refufed  her,  and  fent  her 
word,  “  If  fhe  wanted  to  fee  him,  fhe  might  in 
“  the  common  jail,  but  no  where  elfe.”°  She 
continued  with  him  there  one  night  and  part  of 
the  next  day,  a  fympathizing  witnefs  of  the  hard- 
fliips  he  underwent. 

When  the  jailer  found  he  could  not  by  any 
contrivance  effect  his  purpofe,  to  procure  cham¬ 
ber-rent  from  him  and  his  friends,  growing 
uneafy  in  his  mind  from  a  troubled  confcience, 
he  brought  John  back  to  his  fellow-prifoners, 
after  a  confinement  of  two  weeks  and  upwards  in 
the  dark  dungeon. 

And  when  he  could  neither  by  thefe  harfh 
meafures  make  the  gain  he  wanted  by  thefe  pri¬ 
foners,  nor  hinder  John  Banks  from  preaching, 

he, 


So 


HISTORY  or  the 


chap,  he,  being  much  threatened  by  the  priefts,  re- 
xvi.  moved  himfelf  and  them  to  another  houfe,  and 
'‘—“v — '  placed  them  in  rooms  backward  from  the  ftreet, 
17lo‘  where  they  held  their  meetings  peaceably,  with¬ 
out  much  further  moleftation  from  the  jailer  or 
any  other  ;  who  after  perfecuting  them  as  above 
described  for  about  fix  months,  feems  to  have  re¬ 
lented,  and  in  procefs  of  time  to  have  indulged 
them  with  as  much  liberty  as  they  could  expert. 
John  Banks  was  detained  in  prifon  till  he  was  re¬ 
leafed  by  King  Willia  m’s  aft  of  grace  in  1690, 
feven  years  wanting  three  months  from  his  firft 
commitment. 

Soon  after  his  releafe  he  took  another  journey 
into  the  weft,  to  pay  a  religious  vifit  to  his 
friends  in  that  quarter,  and  thence  to  London, 
where  his  fervice  was  very  acceptable  and  pro¬ 
fitable  to  many,  and  the  meetings^  generally  very 
large,  all  along  his  friends  vere  refpeftful  and 
rejoiced  to  fee  him  again  after  his  long  impri- 
fonment. 

A  few  months  after  his  return  from  this  jour¬ 
ney,  he  met,  (according  to  his  own  expreftion) 
with  the  greateft  trial  that  had  ever  befallen  him, 
in  the  removal  of  his  virtuous  and  well-beloved 
wife,  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  great  comfort 
and  near  affection  twenty-feven  years  ;  and  whom 
he  characterizes  as  a  meet  help  to  him,  a  fympa- 
thizer  in  his  exercifes  ;  a  woman  induftrious  and 
careful  in  ordering  their  outward  affairs,  and  in 
the  religious  education  of  their  children  in  his 
abfence :  That  {he  was  well-beloved  amongft  her 
friends  and  neighbours  :  bore  her  ficknefs  with 
patience  ;  and  ended  her  days  in  peace  the  ad 
day  of  iomo,  1691. 


In 


8 1 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ  AKERS. 

In  the  year  1696  he  married  his  fecond  wife  c  h  a  p. 
at  Glaftonbury  in  S.omerfetfhire,  and  fixed  his  xvi. 
refidence  in  that  county,  firfl  at  Mear,  and  af-  ' — v — ' 
terwards  at  6treet.  He  continued  his  travels  l7l°- 

r  . r  •  n  Marries  a 

ror  the  promoting  a  religious  concern  amonglt  fecondtime, 
his  brethren,  even  in  his  advanced  years,  when  and  removes 
affe&ed  with  great  bodily  infirmity.  About  fetfhirc.mcr 
two  months  before  his  deceafe  he  paid  a  religi¬ 
ous  vifit  to  feveral  meetings  of  his  friends, 
both  thofe  for  religious  worlhip  and  thofe  for 
difeipline,  in  the  care  of  the  poor,  widows  and 
orphans,  being  equally  well  qualified  for  fer- 
vice  in  both  ;  a  man  endued  with  excellent  ta¬ 
lents  for  promoting  good  order,  purfuing  thofe 
things  that  were  juft,  pure,  lovely  and  of  good 
report.  In  this  laft  journey  at  Somerton,  in  a 
large  meeting,  he  was  railed  in  his  teftimony 
to  the  admiration  of  thofe  ;  who  were  acquainted 
w'ith  the  infirm  ftate  of  his  health.  He  conti¬ 
nued  a  confiderable  length  of  time  in  his  tef¬ 
timony  againft  outfide  appearances  of  religion, 
deftitute  of  the  fubftance,  with  perfpicuity  and 
juft  diftinction  in  his  doctrine,  demonftrating 
the  ftrength  of  his  memory  and  mental  facul¬ 
ties,  and  the  foundnefs  of  his  judgment  in  fpi- 
ritual  matters,  being  wonderfully  fupported  by 
divine  afliftance  to  preach  the  word  to  the  con- 
folation,  refrefhment  and  edification  of  the 
meeting. 

His  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs  removed  from  his  thoughts  the 
prefent  confideration  of  his  bodily  infirmity. 

His  natural  ftrength  was,  by  his  exertion,  fo 
far  weakened,  that  it  was  a  tafk  fufficient  for 
two  men  to  lead  him  from  the  meeting  to  his 
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chap,  lodging  :  but  he  was  very  cheerful  under  the 
xvi.  feeling  of  an  increafe  of  peace  in  his  bofom, 
' — » — -/  for  fpending  his  remaining  ftrength  in  the  bell 
‘710'  caule,  and  ftgnified  his  inwara  fatisfa&ion  in 
that  day’s  fervice.  He  proceeded  in  his  vifit  to 
Puddimore,  and  from  thence  to  Yeovil,  where 
in  a  large  meeting  of  friends  he  was  afrefh 
divinely  influenced  in  his  public  fervice,  with  a 
lively  zeal  and  quick  difcerning  of  the  hates 
of  feveral  prefent,  to  which  he  addrefled  per¬ 
tinent  do&rine ;  and  from  thence  he  returned 
home,  where  he  was  foon  feized  with  that  dif- 
temper  of  which  he  died.  During  the  time  of 
confinement  he  frequently  faid,  “  Though  my 
“  pain  be  great,  my  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord 
“  for  his  goodnefs  to  me”.  On  the  22d  of  7th 
month  feveral  friends  being  prefent,  after  fome 
time  fpent  in  filence,  he  exhorted  them  to  a 
diligent  attendance  of  meetings  for  worfhip, 
both  on  firfl  days,  and  other  days  of  the  week, 
fet  apart  for  that  purpofe ;  alfo  their  quarterly 
and  monthly  meetings  for  difcipline,  exprefling 
his  great  love  to  friends  of  Glaftonbury  and 
Street,  to  whom  he  had  been  a  good  example 
in  the  diligent  attendance  of  meetings,  which 
he  now  recommended,  adding,  “  Although  I 
“  am  weak  in  body,  and  know  not  whether  I 
“  may  live  much  longer,  yet  I  am  ftrong  in 
“  the  Lord  and  the  power  of  his  might,  and 
“  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  die.”  To  a  young 
man  that  came  with  fome  other  friends  to  fee 
him  he  faid,  “  Art  thou  the  young  man  that 
“  lives  at  Somerton,  lately  convinced  of  the 
c<  blefled  truth?”  He  anfwered,  “  Yes.”  “The 
“  Lord  be  with  thee,”  continued  John  Banks, 
“  and  1  defire  thee  in  the  love  of  God  to 
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give  up  in  obedience  to  the  working  of  the  chap. 
fpirit  of  God  in  thy  heart,  anu  then  he  will  xvi. 
do  great  things  for  thee ;  and  do  not  thou  ' — ^ 
“  Humble  at  the  crol's,  for  the  more  thou  look-  17101 
“  eft  at  it,  and  putteft  it  off,  the  harder  will 
“  it  be  to  thee  to  take  it  up.” 

Much  more  good  advice,  during  his  ftcknefs, 
he  imparted  to  thofe  who  came  to  fee  him, 
with  a  favour  of  life  and  power  which  greatly 
affedted  thofe  to  whom  it  was  addreffed.  His 
laft  exprelfions  on  record  were,  “  It  is  well 
“  with  me,  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  cO  die, 

“  and  I  fhall  end  in  the  truth  as  I  began.” 

William  Crouch,  according  to  his  belt  calcu-  Account  of 
lation,  was  born  on  the  5th  day  of  the  2d  crouch.1 
month  called  April  1628,  in  a  fmall  village 
called  Penton  by  Weyhill,  near  Andover  in 
Hampfhire.  His  father  was  a  fubftantial  yeo¬ 
man,  of  good  repute  in  the  country,  and  well 
beloved  in  his  neighbourhood.  His  mother 
was  a  religious  woman,  and  one  of  the  people 
in  that  day  called  Puritans.  She  was  a  watch¬ 
ful  guardian  over  her  children,  to  preferve 
them  from  evil  either  in  word  or  adtion  ;  and 
would  often  call  them  together  to  pray  with 
them,  and  for  them  by  day  or  by  night,  as  fheHeisrei- 
found  feafonable  opportunities,  wherein  fhe  edu‘ 
hath  left  a  good  example  to  others  of  her  fex 
who  are  mothers  of  children. 

His  father  was  taken  off  in  the  prime  of  life, 
leaving  his  children  young ;  and  the  civil  war 
arifing  foon  after  unfettled  the  family,  and  de¬ 
prived  him  of  his  fhare  of  his  father’s  pro¬ 
perty,  and  alfo  of  the  advantage  of  learning, 
which  otherwife  he  might  have  had.  lie  re- 
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1710. 
Careful  of 
his  compa¬ 
ny. 


He  begins 
to  frequent 
the  meet¬ 
ings  of  the 
people  call¬ 
ed  (^uaki_rs 


moved  to  London  in  1646,  and  bound  himfelf 
apprentice  there. 

His  religious  education  was  not  loft:  upon  him, 
for  in  all  the  changes  of  fituation  he  was  pre- 
lerved  in  a  good  degree  of  innocence  and  fo- 
briety  from  many  temptations  and  evils  inci¬ 
dent  to  youth.  Careful  of  his  company,  he 
fhunned  the  converfe  of  fuch  as  indulged  in 
excefs,  rudenefs  and  diflipation,  and  chofe  for 
his  aflociates  fuch  as  were  religioufly  difpofed 
and  fober  in  their  conduct. 

He  diligently  attended  the  miniftry  of  fuch 
public  preachers  as  were  in  the  greateft  reputa¬ 
tion  for  wifdom  and  piety ;  he  often  wrote 
their  fermons,  and  was  fometimes  much  af¬ 
fected,  and  on  his  return  home  would  fpend 
his  time  in  retirement  and  prayer.  Yet  not 
knowing  the  Lord  was  fo  near  him  as  he  was, 
he  witnefled  little  growth  of  grace  in  his  heart, 
or  power  over  his  affections  and  lufts ;  but 
was  fometimes  overcome  by  temptation,  and 
allured  to  vanity  and  folly,  which  afterwards 
proved  a  burden  and  uneaftnefs  to  his  foul  ; 
yet  in  great  mercy  he  was  followed  clofely  with 
the  reproofs  of  inftrudtion,  which  he  found  by 
experience  to  be  the  way  to  life. 

In  the  year  1656  he  firft  began  to  frequent 
the  meetings  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
being  convinced  in  his  judgment  of  the  truth 
of  their  principles  ;  and  as  he  gave  heed  to  that 
grace  and  truth  -which  they  teftified  of,  he  was 
not  only  convinced  fpeculatively  of  the  truth 
of  their  teftimony,  but  experimentally  convinced 
by  the  operation  of  this  light  and  grace  in 
himfelf,  that  God,  by  his  good  fpirit,  was  nigh 
at  hand,  a  difcoverer  of  the  thoughts  and  in¬ 
tents 
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tents  of  the  heart,  and  a  reprover  in  fecret  for  c  h  a  p. 
every  evil  way,  word  and  thought,  and  by  his  xvi. 
light  in  his  confcience  a  difcoverer  alfo  of  the  ' — 
way  to  efcape  temptation.  Through  the  illumi-  l'10’ 
nation  of  this  divine  light  he  law  fin  to  be  ex¬ 
ceeding  finful,  and  that  godly  forrow  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  him,  which  brings  repentance  not  to 
be  repented  of. 

A  friend  that  well  knew  him  teflifies,  His 
treafure  was  in  heaven,  and  as  for  the  treafure 
of  this  world  he  fet  no  value  upon  it,  further 
than  to  be  his  fervant  for  neceffary  ufes,  and  to 
extend  in  charity  to  the  indigent.  His  charity 
was  amply  and  varioufly  diffuled,  and  he  was 
always  difpofed,  with  a  ready  mind,  to  allifh  fuch 
as  were  in  affii&ion  or  diltrefs  of  any  fort, 
where  either  his  advice  or  purfe  was  wanting. 

He  looked  upon  himfelf  not  fo  much  a  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  temporal  treafure  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  had  blelfed  him  with,  as  a  Iteward,  and 
accountable  to  the  Lord  of  the  univerfe  for  his 
ftewardfflip,  and  therefore  his  care  and  endea¬ 
vour  was  to  be  found  faithful  in  the  difeharge  of 
the  trull  committed  to  him. 

That  love  of  money ,  which  the  apoftle  declares 
to  be  the  root  of  all  evil ,  being  the  foundation 
of  uncharitablenefs,  he  looked  upon  with  fuch 
averfion,  that  he  publilhed  a  treatife  under  the 
title  of  The  enormous  Sin  of  Covetoufnefs  detected , 
informing  the  reader  in  the  preface,  that  it  -juas 
not  ambition  to  appear  in  print  that  incited  him  to 
that  undertaking ,  but  a  finccrc  and  jufl  abhorrence 
of  that  crying  fin. 

And  as  he  was  exemplary  in  Ihewing  mercy 
to  the  poor,  and  in  helping  and  relieving  the 
weak  and  afflicted,  fo  he  was  equally  conspicu¬ 
ous 
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chap,  ous  for  his  pun&uality  and  uprightnefs  in  com- 
xvi.  merce,  doing  juftice  to  all,  fulfilling  his  con- 
’  tracts,  and  paying  his  juft  debn  in  due  time, 
l7l°'  and  doing  to  all  men  as  he  would  wiL  others 
to  do  to  him.  He  was  clearly  fhewn  what  he 
fhould  do,  and  acted  in  obedience  to  the  divine 
difcovery,  to  do  jujlly ,  love  mercy ,  and  walk 
humbly  before  God. 

The  year  before  his  death  he  wrote  to  his 
children  a  concife  but  comprehenftve  paper  or 
epiftle  of  chriftian  counfel,  which  might  remain 
as  a  teftimony  of  his  paternal  regard  and  abec- 
tionate  concern  for  them  when  he  fhould  be  no 
more,  viz. 

“  The  7th  2mo.  1709. 

“  You,  my  children  all,  I  charge  you  love 
a  God  above  all ;  love  one  another,  live  in 
“  peace  one  with  another  ;  avoid  all  appearances 
“  of  difcord ;  remember  you  are  brethren ;  fee 
“  that  you  fall  not  out  by  the  way  in  your 
tc  travel  and  pilgrimage.  ’  Seek  not  a  reft  here, 
but  pafs  on  to  that  city  of  reft  which  God 
“  hath  prepared  for  his  people.  Be  exemplary 
“  in  your  lives  and  conversations ;  keep  truth 
“  and  it  will  keep  you,  and  give  you  an  inhe- 
“  ritance  with  the  faints  in  light.  Be  watchful 
“  over  one  another  for  good,  and  as  much  as 
in  you  lies  live  peaceably  with  all  men.  And 
C£  the  God  of  peace  blefs  you  and  proTper  you, 
“  and  make  you  a  comfort  to  yourfelves,  and 
£C  one  to  another,  which  is  the  earneft  prayer 
>c  and  cry  of  my  foul  to  God. 

“  Your  loving  father, 

<£  WILLIAM  CROUCH.” 


He, 
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He,  like  moft  of  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  chap. 
was  repeatedly  a  fufferer  both  in  his  perfon  and  xvi. 
property.  He  was  once  cited  to  appear  at 
Chrift  Church  (fo  called)  to  anfwer  the  prefent- 
ments  of  the  church  wardens,  and  for  not  ap-mgs. 
pearing  he  underftood  he  was  excommunicated, 
but  they  proceeded  againft  him  no  further. 

But  not  long  after,  in  the  year  1661,  he  was 
chofen  fcavenger  of  Broad-ftreet  ward,  and  for 
declining  to  take  the  oath  of  office  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Poultry  compter  ;  and  for  re¬ 
futing  to  pay  fees  and  what  they  call  garni fh 
money,  he  was  ffiut  up  in  a  hole  among  the 
common  poor  prifoners,  where  he  had  no 
lodging,  and  but  very  little  room  to  walk,  when 
the  prifoners  were  locked  up  at  night.  Some¬ 
time  after  he  obtained  his  difcharge  by  an  ap¬ 
plication  to  John  Frederick,  mayor  of  the 
city. 

In  about  three  months  after  he  was  arrefted 
at  the  fuit  of  the  pariffi  called  St.  Bennet 
fink,  as  he  was  informed,  for  tithes  or 
wages  for  the  prieft  Samuel  Clark,  and  was 
again  committed  to  the  Poultry  compter,  where 
he  was  continued  in  confinement  about  one 
year  and  three  quarters ;  but  through  favour  of 
the  jailer  he  got  liberty  fometime  to  go  home 
to  fuperintend  his  bulinels. 

In  the  year  1665,  during  the  time  of  the 
plague,  the  perfecution,  as  hath  been  obferved, 
did  not  ceafe  *,  but  the  jails  in  and  about  the 
city  of  London  continued  to  be  crowded  with 
irefii  prifoners,  infetted  as  they  were,  and 
amongft  others  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  this  friend 

to 


*  See  toI.  ii,  p.  140. 
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c  h  a  p.  to  be  imprifoned.  He  was  at  Peel  meeting  on 
xvi.  the  third  day  of  the  week,  where  about  the 
'^v>^  number  of  fixteen  were  aflembled  ;  for,  what 
I7‘°-  through  the  number  confined  by  the  ficknefs 
and  in  prifon,  the  meetings  were  frequently 
fmall ;  for  thefe  reafons  only,  and  no  declen- 
fion  in  the  zeal  of  friends,  who  continued  to 
attend  them  diligently  through  all  the  attendant 
circumftances  of  difcouragement.  At  this  time, 
while  a  friend  was  on  his  knees  at  prayer,  a 
company  of  trained  bands  came  in,  haled  the 
friend  from  his  poflure  in  prayer,  took  the 
whole  body  aflembled  to  the  guard-houfe  near 
Whitehall,  where  they  were  kept  all  night ; 
next  morning,  refufing  to  pay  40s.  each,  arbi¬ 
trarily  demanded  of  them,  as  the  price  of  their 
liberty,  they  were  committed  by  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle  to  the  Gate-houfe,  Weftminfter,  for 
three  months,  by  the  following  warrant : 

44  You  are  on  fight  hereof  to  take  into  your 
44  cuftody  Solomon  Eccles,  Robert  Towerland, 
44  Thomas  Portland,  John  Bolfover,  Humble 
44  Fletcher,  William  Crouch,  John  Pierce  and 
44  Chrifiopher  Cooke,  who  are  guilty  of  being 
44  at  an  unlawful  meeting,  and  refufing  to  pay 
44  their  fines.  Given  under  my  hand  this  23d 
44  day  of  Auguft  1665. 

44  Albemarle. 

44  To  the  keeper  of  the 
44  Gate-houfe  or  his 
44  deputy. 

44  The  officer  of  the  guards  is  to  fend  a  fer- 
44  jeant  and  four  files  with  them. 


Thus 
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Thus  were  reputable  citizens  fent  to  prifon  chap. 
by  military  authority,  under  a  military  guard,  xvi. 
like  vile  criminals,  and  confined  in  an  infected 
prifon,  in  which,  as  they  were  informed,  the  17101 
prifoners  were  dying  of  the  contagion,  four  or 
five  in  a  night.  One  of  thefe  friends,  viz. 

Robert  Towerland,  was  taken  off ;  the  reft, 
through  the  favour  of  Divine  Providence, 
efcaped. 

Thefe  appear  to  have  been  the  laft  friends 
imprifoned  on  the  aft  for  banifhment  in  the 
city  of  London. 

It  hath  been  before  remarked,  that  although 
fufferings  on  other  accounts  fometimes  fubfided, 
yet  thofe  for  tithes  and  prieft’s  wages  were 
very  rarely,  if  ever,  intermitted.  This  friend 
had  his  dwelling-houfe  burned  down  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  conflagration,  and  during  the  rebuilding, 
being  as  an  inmate,  he  was  not  liable  to  thefe 
demands.  But  after  the  city  was  rebuilt,  he 
feated  himfelf  in  Grace  Church-ftreet,  where  he 
was  foon  called  upon  for  three  quarters  of  a 
year’s  wages  for  John  Cliff,  called  rector  of 
St.  Bennet,  Grace  Church,  London,  and  for  a 
demand  of  il.  19s.  had  three  pieces  of  white 
ferge  taken  from  him  worth  3I.  10s.  Some¬ 
time  after  he  received  1 5s.  5d.  fealed  up  in  a 
paper,  with  an  account,  debiting  him  with  the 
unreafonable  fum  of  15s.  7d.  for  charges  of  dif- 
training.  When  he  opened  the  paper,  and 
found  what  it  contained,  he  returned  the  ac¬ 
count  and  money  to  the  prieft,  faying  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  him,  “  1  receive  not  aught  from  thee, 

“  nor  do  I  want  any  thing  which  thou  felleft. 

“  I  never  made  bargain  with  thee  for  aught, 

“  nor 


9° 


HISTORY  03  ths 


CHAP. 44  nor  never  confented  to  pay  thee  any  thing, 
xvi.  44  how  then  canlt  thou  deem  me  thy  debtor.” 

' — v  1  After  the  lad  conventicle-aft  came  in  force 
l710-  W.  Crouch  was  expofed  to  the  depredations  of 
the  informers  and  convicting  juftices,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  following  warrant : 

44  To  all  constables,  headboroughs,  church-war- 
44  dens,  tithing-men,  overfeers  of  the  poor, 
44  bailiffs,  and  all  other  his  Majedy’s  officers 
44  within  the  faid  city  whatfoever  : 

44  Whereas  by  the  oaths  of  two  credible  wit- 
44  neffes  before  me,  Sir  Jonathan  Raymond, 
44  one  of  his  Majefty’s  juftices  of  the  Peace  for 
44  the  city  aforefaid,  there  was  a  conventicle  or 
44  unlawful  aflembly,  held  the  13th  day  of  this 
44  inftant  June,  in  a  certain  meeting  in  White- 
44  hart-court  by  Grace  Church-ftreet,  in  the 
44  aforefaid  city,  in  the  forenoon,  wherein  were 
44  a  company  of  perfons,-  all  above  the  age  of 
44  fixteen  years,  and  fubjects  of  this  realm,  to 
44  the  number  of  above  fixteen  more  than  thofe 
44  of  the  family  or  houfehold,  contrary  to  the 
44  aft  of  parliament  in  that  cafe  made  and  pro- 
44  vided,  amongft  whom  was  William  Crouch, 
44  upholfterer,  in  Grace  Church- llreet  in  the 
44  aforefaid  city.  In  which  conventicle  or  un- 
44  lawful  affembly,  to  thefe  deponents  was  a 
44  perfon  unknown,  who  did  take  upon  him 
44  to  teach  and  preach  under  colour  or  pretence 
44  of  exercife  of  religion,  in  other  manner  and 
44  form  than  according  to  the  liturgy  and  prac- 
44  tice  of  the  church  of  England,  whereby  the 
44  penalty  of  20I.  was  forfeited  by  the  preacher 
or  teacher  as  aforefaid  ;  who  being  unknown 
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44  as  aforefaid,  the  penalty  by  him  forfeited CH 
44  ought  of  confequence  to  be  levied  on  any  x 
44  one  perfon  for  any  one  offence,  for  which  v“" 
44  caufe  I  have  impofed  the  fine  of  ten  pounds 
44  for  his  own  offence,  and  part  of  the  preach- 
44  er’s  offence. 

44  Thefe  are  therefore  in  his  Majefly’s  name, 

44  and  by  virtue  of  the  faid  act,  to  command 
44  you  or  fome  of  you  to  levy  the  faid  him  of 
44  iol.  by  way  of  diftrefs  and  fale  of  the  faid 
14  offender’s  goods  abovementioned  ;  and  if  you 
14  are  refufed  entrance  into  the  houfe  or  houfes 
44  in  poffeffion  of  the  faid  William  Crouch,  af- 
44  ter  you  have  declared  your  bufinefs  in  his 
44  Majefty’s  name,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
44  break  open  all  and  every  the  doors,  barrica- 
44  does,  &c.  belonging  to  any  houfe  or  houfes 
44  as  aforefaid,  and  to  enter  and  levy  the  full 
44  contents  of  what  you  can  find  towards  all 
44  and  every  the  warrants  that  you  fhall  be 
44  charged  with,  during  the  time  you  fhall  be 
44  in  poffeffion  of  fuch  premifes  in  purfuance  of 
44  the  faid  ftatute,  and  that  vou  return  the 
44  fame  to  me,  to  be  dihributea  according  to 
44  the  faid  act ;  and  for  fo  doing  this  fhall  be 
44  your  warrant.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
44  leal  this  23d  day  of  June,  Anno  Regni  Ca- 
44  roli  fecundi  35.  Annoq.  Domini  1683.” 

Another  warrant  of  the  like  tenour,  bearing 
date  the  21ft  of  April  1684,  was  iffued  againif 
him  by  Thomas  Jenner,  Recorder  of  London, 
to  levy  ten  pounds  off  his  goods  by  way  of  dif¬ 
trefs  for  the  like  caufe,  upon  conviction  execu¬ 
tion  iffued,  without  hearing  the  party  informed 
againft.  The  law  we  have  feen  allowed  an  ap¬ 
peal, 
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chap,  peal,  but  fuch  was  the  management  of  many 
xvi.  juftices,  and  fuch  the  temper  of  the  time,  that 
pttie  right  could  be  procured  by  appealing. 

I71°-  Jenner  in  particular  was  a  notorious  encou- 
rager  of  the  informers.  In  his  hands  the  dif- 
trefs  or  amount  was  depofited,  and  the  money 
upon  appeals  ;  and  being  alfo  the  foie  judge 
w.  Crouch,  upon  thefe  appeals,  upon  trial  of  illegal  con¬ 
victions,  he  manifefted  himfelf  a  party  againft 
the  appellant,  and  inftead  of  fitting  to  do  right 
and  juftice,  as  he  ought  by  his  duty  and  his 
oath,  he  would  employ  every  effort  of  chica¬ 
nery  to  baffle  the  appeal.  In  this  inftance,  the 
informers  having  fworn  to  a  wrong  day,  the 
party  aggrieved  depofited  the  money  charged 
upon  him,  and  entered  his  appeal.  When  it 
came  to  a  trial  with  others  of  the  like  nature, 
the  witneffes  being  examined,  and  the  jury 
gone  forth  to  agree  upon  their  verdict,  Jenner 
alfo  left  the  bench,  and  in  feme  fmall  time  re¬ 
turned.  The  jury  coming  in  with  their  ver¬ 
dicts,  this  appellant  found  they  had  dropped 
his  caufe,  which  was  then  called  over  again,  in 
order  to  a  new  trial,  upon  which  his  counfel 
advifed  him  to  withdraw  his  appeal,  for,  faid 
he,  they  are  refolved  to  carry  it ;  fo  he  luffered 
the  lofs*  of  the  depofit,  and  all  charges. 

Upon  this  tranfaftion  the  fufferer  makes  this 
obfervation,  “  I  have  been  the  more  particular 
64  in  this  relation  of  fact,  that  the  reader  may 
cc  take  notice  of  the  combinations  of  wicked 
“  men,  who  joined  hand  in  hasd  to  fecure  to 
“  themfelves  the  gain  of  oppreffion ;  and  ac- 
“  cording  to  Ifa.  lix.  13,  14,  15,  Conceiving 
“  and  uttering  from  the  heart  words  of  falsehood : 

Judgment  is  turned  backward ,  and  equity  can - 

“  not 
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“  not  enter :  Juftice  Jiandeth  afar  off \  and  truth  chap. 
“  is  fallen  in  the  Jlreets  ;  and  he  that  depart eth  xvi. 

“  from  evil  maketh  himfelf  a  prey ,  and  the  Lord  - y°~j 
“  faw  it,  and  it  difpleafed  him  that  there  was  1 7 IO- 
“  no  judgment." 

I  own  I  have  often  been  ready  to  admire  how 
this  perfecuted  body  of  men  ever  ftruggled 
through  all  the  hardlhips  and  lolfes,  in  perfon 
and  eftate,  they  fuftained  for  fuch  a,  length  of 
time,  under  the  hands  of  unreafonable  men 
veiled  with  arbitrary  power,  that  the  whole  of 
their  fubllance  particularly  was  not  fwallowed 
up  by  the  fpoilers :  And  how  can  it  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  better  than  they  themfelves  with 
thankfulnefs  have  done ;  acknowledging  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Divine  Being  with  them  in  all 
their  fufferings,  and  his  bleffing  greatly  profper- 
ing  the  labour  of  their  hands  in  their  outward 
occupations  and  their  commercial  engagements; 
favoured  with  his  peace  in  reward  for  their  pa¬ 
tience  and  fidelity,  hardlhips  were  made  eafy  to 
them  ;  and  his  providential  hand  attending  their 
indullry  and  frugality,  compenfated  all  their 
Ioffes,  fo  that  with  many  they  were  foon  made 
up  ;  and  it  appears  certain  that  great  numbers 
were,  notwithftanding  all  they  loll,  bled  with 
a  fufficiency  of  the  things  of  this  life  to  con¬ 
tent  for  their  own  ufe,  and  to  fpare  abundantly 
for  the  help  of  others,  of  which  number  this 
worthy  man  was  one  ;  while  at  the  fame  time 
their  fpoilers  reaped  little  advantage  from  their 
plunder  ;  it  walled  away  llrangely,  as  if  to  them 
it  were  an  accurfed  thing.  They  lived,  many 
of  them,  in  infamy,  and  died  in  poverty  and 
wretched  nefs. 

As 
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chap.  As  he  advanced  in  years  he  became  infirm, 
xvi.  being  feverely  afflicted  with  fts  of  the  Jione  for 
about  two  years  before  his  death,  which  he  bore 
,71°'  with  much  patience,  meekly  fubmitting  to  the 
divine  will,  without  murmuring  or  complaining 
in  the  leaft. 

About  nine  months  before  his  own  departure, 
and  at  a  time  when  his  diftemper  wras  fharp 
upon  him,  he  met  with  an  additional  fevere  af¬ 
fliction  in  the  removal  of  his  wife,  a  woman  of 
fingular  piety  and  virtue,  with  w’hom  he  had 
lived  fifty  years  and  upwards  in  much  comfort, 
being  united  in  the  fear  of  their  Creator,  and 
fmcere  affection  to  each  other.  The  lofs  of  a 
relation  fo  well  and  fo  defervedly  beloved,  of 
whom  he  gave  this  teffimony,  that  jhe  would 
deny  herfef  to  a  very  great  degree  to  ferve  him , 
beyond  what  he  could  afk  or  cxpcdl  from  her, 
could  not  but  make  a  deep  impreffion  upon  him  ; 
but  fuch  was  his  rengnation  to  the  wall  of  his 
Heavenly  Father,  that  he  poffeffed  his  foul  in 
patience,  acknowdedging  wuih  Job,  “  that  the 
“  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away, 
“  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.” 

And  as  the  time  of  his  own  diffclution  ap¬ 
proached,  being,  through  divine  mercv,  well 
prepared  for  it,  and  patiently  waiting  for  the 
accomplifflment  thereof,  he  often  admired  the 
goodnefs  of  God  to  him,  in  inclining  his  mind 
to  feek  after  righteoufnefs  from  his  youth,  and 
in  preferving  him  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life  to  old  age.  He  often  retired  in  prayer; 
and  when  he  faw  his  children  in  affliction  for 
him,  he  exhorted  them  not  to  defre  his  life ,  for 
he  was  through  age  and  wcaknefs  incapable  of 

being 
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being  ferviceable  according  to  his  defire ;  and  that  CHAP. 
he  had  done  his  day’s  work  in  his  day.  xvi. 

The  day  before  he  died,  a  friend  who  had  ' — 
paid  him  feveral  vifits  in  his  ficknefs,  went  to  ,71°' 
fee  him,  and  fitting  fometime  with  him,  was 
influenced  to  pray  on  his  behalf,  and  they  were 
greatly  comforted  together.  William  exprelled 
his  great  fatisfa&ion  in  that  vifit,  and  faid  he 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  die ,  and  was  waiting  for 
the  time  when  it  Jhould  pleafe  God  to  call  him 
out  of  this  miferable  world ,  and  take  him  to  his 
eternal  ref. 

The  night  following  he  took  his  folemn  leave 
of  his  children,  who  were  then  prefent,  telling 
them,  He  now  thought  he  had  but  little  time, 
and  the  time  which  he  fo  greatly  defired  and 
waited  for  was  near  at  hand,  in"  which  he  re¬ 
joiced,  praying  that  his  change  might  be  made 
eafy,  that  fo  his  patience  might  hold  out  to  the 
end  ;  ,  and  his  requefl:  was  mercifully  granted 
him. 

Thus  in  a  good  old  age  he  terminated  a  well- 
fpent  life,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  the  13th 
of  the  11th  month,  1710. 

Mark  the  perfctt  man ,  and  behold  the  upright , 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.  Plal.  xxxvii. 
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Bill aga'vnjl  occafional  Conformity. — Friends  at  Fre- 
derickjladt  under  Sufferings  by  War. — Addrefs 
upon  the  Conclufion  of  Peace. — The  Magiflrates 
of  Aberdeen  make  a  By-law  to  disfranchife 
Quakers. — Order  of  Privy  Council  thereupon. — 
Ad  againft  the  Growth  of  Schifm. — Reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  People  called  Quakers  againft  it. — 
The  Bill  paffed. — Rendered  ineffectual  by  the 
Queen’s  Death. 

CHAP.  The  temper  of  the  people  and  of  the  new 
xvii.  parliament  feemed  to  prefent  a  favourable  op- 
— 1  portunity  again  to  introduce  the  bill  againft 
l7 11  •  occafional  conformity,  which  after  repeated  in¬ 
effectual  attempts  was  paffed  this  year,  wherein 
it  is  enabled,  44  That  if  any  perfon  in  office, 
44  who  by  the  laws  are  obliged  to  qualify  them- 
44  felves  by  taking  the  facraments ,  {hall  ever 
44  refort  to  a  meeting  of  Diffenters  during  the 
44  time  of  their  continuing  in  office,  they  ffiall 
44  forfeit  twenty  pounds  for  every  fuch  offence, 
44  and  be  difqualihed  for  any  office  for  the  fu- 
44  ture,  till  they  have  made  oath  that  they  have 
44  entirely  conformed  to  the  church,  and  have 
44  not  been  at  any  conventicle  for  the  fpace  of 
44  a  whole  year.”  Upon  this  act,  John  Penry, 
a  juftice  of  peace  of  Aldborough  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  was  profecuted  by  one  Wall,  a  bailiff 
of  the  place.  The  cafe  was  this :  the  faid 
juftice  going  to  the  pariih  church,  underftood 

by 
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by  the  way,  that  there  would  be  no  fervice  there  chap. 
that  day,  and  hearing  that  there  was  a  meeting  xvii. 
of  the  people  called  Quakers  he  went  to  it.  ' — 
Wall  being  informed  thereof,  and  apprehending  17 12- 
the  jultice  had  tranfgrefied  the  law,  and  expect¬ 
ing  to  make  fome  gain  of  the  information,  com¬ 
menced  a  fuit  in  the  name  of  one  that  lived 
upon  alms ;  but  wrhen  it  came  to  be  tried  the 
man  was  difappointed.  Baron  Lovel,  the  judge, 
expounded  the  meaning  of  the  atf,  “  that  it 
“  did  not  affect  thofe  who  accidentally  went  into 
“  a  meeting  of  Diffenters,  but  fuch  as  con- 
“  formed  to  the  church  to  qualify  themfelves 
“  for  an  office  without  changing  their  religion.” 

But  this  was  a  different  cafe,  as  the  prieft  of 
the  parifh  gave  a  certificate  that  the  faid  juft  ice 
was  a  good  member  of  the  church.  Upon  the 
prefent  apparent  circumftances  the  prolecution 
was  dropped  for  fear  of  being  condemned  in 
cofts,  if  a  verdidt  fhould  be  brought  in. 

.  .  O 

An  occurrence  in  this  year  evidenceth  the 
univerfal  fympathy  and  brotherly  kindnefs  of 
the  members  of- this  fociety  with  and  towards 
each  other  wherever  fituated,  and  the  calamitous 
diftreffes  brought  upon  innocent  people  by  the 
irrational  ambition  of  princes,  in  Spreading  the 
defolation  of  war  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  gratify¬ 
ing  their  luff  of  powTer. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Frederickffadt  in  1692. 
Holftein  having  been  convinced  of  the  principles  at 
of  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  continued  in  fudt'unde'r 
that  community,  had  a  pretty  large  meeting  ^AoQor-i7 
in  that  town.  The  Swedes  having  broken  into  war. 
Holftein  were  clofely  followed  by  the  Mufcovites 
and  Danes ;  Frederickffadt  was  full  of  Ruffian 
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CHAP,  foldiers  quartered  upon  the  inhabitants,  who 
xvn.  being  greatly  diftreffed  thereby,  the  meeting  for 
’ — v- — '  fufferings  in  London,  feeling  for  their  brethren 
1712.  here  under  their  diftr effing  trials,  had  written  to 
friends  of  Holland  and  Germany  to  vifit  them, 
and  inform  the  faid  meeting  of  their  circum- 
ftances,  in  order  that  the  requifite  relief  might 
be  adminiftered,  and  received  a  narrative  of 
their  fufferings  in  two  letters  from  Jacob  Hagen 
of  Hamburgh,  and  alfo  another  from  friends  of 
Frederickftadt,  copies  of  which  are  here  inferted, 
as  follow : 

“  Hamburgh,  24th  of  12th  month,  1712. 

44  Here  follows  a  fhort  relation  of  my  journey 
44  to  Frederickftadt. 

44  The  Czar  is  there  with  his.  generals,  and 
44  about  4000  men  are  quartered  upon  the  inha- 
44  bitants  of  the  place,  from  ten,  twenty  to  thirty 
44  men  in  a  family,  and  one  or  two  officers, 
44  and  fome  lefs ;  they  quarter  themfelves  as 
“  they  pleafe,  ufe  great  infolence,  and  are  alfo  a 
44  great  burthen  to  the  inhabitants,  hardly  toler- 
44  able,  in  the  charge  of  maintaining  them  with 
44  provifions,  &c.  which  are  very  dear,  one 
44  pound  of  butter  1  os.  and  12s.  to  14s.  and 
4<  hardly  to  be  had,  twenty  eggs  2cs.  to  24s. 
“  and  no  firing  to  be  had  for  money,  which 
44  caufeth  great  uneafmefs  ;  the  city  fo  dirty 
44  that  there  is  hardly  any  paffing  the  ftreets 
“  without  boats :  the  horfes  are  kept  in  the 
44  lower  rooms  of  the  houfe,  and  above  ftairs 
44  it  is  full  of  people  and  their  baggage.  Laft 

44  firft 
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“  firft  day  the  Czar  acquainted  our  friends  he  c  H  A  P 
“  was  defirous  to  come  to  their  meeting,  but  Xvn. 
“  they  replied,  the  meeting-houfe  was  taken 
“  up  with  about  twenty  or  thirty  foldiers,  who  1712. 
tt  had  made  it  like  a  (table ;  we  defired  that  it 
“  might  be  evacuated,  then  we  might  keep  our 
“  meeting,  fo  he  immediately  gave  orders  for 
“  them  to  go  out,  and  he  came  in  the  after- 
*’  noon  with  about  fix  or  feven  of  his  princes 
“  and  generals,  and  fat  with  us  (till,  and  it 
“  feemed  with  much  patience ;  Philip  De  Neer 
“  had  a  few  words,  and  he  (laid  with  us  about 
“  an  hour,  to  the  admiration  of  many.  So  this 
“  is  a  (hort  relation  concerning  Frederick- 
“  (ladt. 

1  he  country  people  are  moftly  ruined  and 
C£  dellitute.  houles  and  land  dellroyed,  horfes 
ii  and  cattle  taken  away  ;  the  miferable  (late 
“  is  hardly  to  be  written  as  it  is  in  reality. 

The  war  is  likely  to  be  continued  longer 
“  than  was  expected  now  the  Swedes  have 
e‘  entered  the  city  of  Toningen,  but  the  King  of 
“  Denmark  hath  feized  the  whole  dukedom 
“  befides.” 


“  Hamburgh,  7th  of  i‘r  month,  1712. 

“  The  war  in  Holftein  is  yet  continued,  to 
“  the  great  oppreflion  of  the  inhabitants  both 
“  in  country  and  cities,  efpecially  by  the  Mui- 
“  covites,  who  are  extremely  cruel  and  turbu- 
“  lent  ;  and  what  adds  thereto,  is  their  being 
“  o(  different  languages,  which  makes  their 
‘4  converfation  very  troublefome  ;  they  ufe  great 
H  2  “  exadlion 
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44  exa&ion  on  the  country  people,  many  of 
44  whom  have  been  fo  mifufed,  even  fome  of 
44  my  acquaintance,  that  with  wife  and  children 
44  they  have  left  their  habitations,  having  no- 
44  thing  left ;  and  the  longer  the  Swedes  con- 
44  tinue  in  Toningen,  the  worfe  it  will  be  for 
64  the  country  and  inhabitants.  They  demand 
44  of  Frederickftadt  a  contribution  of  30,000 
44  rix  dollars,  now  they  are  fallen  to  20,000  ; 
44  but  neither  the  firft,  nor  yet  the  laft  is  pof- 
44  fible  to  be  complied  with.  Prince  MenzikofF 
44  hath  allowed  him  for  his  table  100  per  day  ; 
44  it  is  but  a  fmall  place,  and  the  inhabitants  have 
44  3  or  4000  men  quartered  upon  them,  fo  it  yet 
44  kerns  total  ruin  muft  be  the  confequence,  if  no 
44  fudden  alteration  happen,  which  is  to  be  defired. 
44  Moft  of  the  horfes  and  cattle  are  ruined  or 
44  driven  away,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  defcribe 
44  the  miferable  flate  and  fore  viiitation,  which 
44  is  over  thofe  places.  As  to  friends  in  gene- 
44  ral,  I  mentioned  in  mine  of  the  24th  pah  of 
44  my  having  been  there  ;  they  are  hill  pretty 
44  well ;  fome  have  more  quartered  upon  them 
44  than  others,  but  now  in  this  time  of  conti- 
44  nuance  every  one  will  find  his  full  fhare  of 
44  the  burthen.  It  was  not  unferviceable  to 
44  them,  that  it  came  in  the  Czar’s  mind  to  go 
44  to  meeting  as  he  did,  for  fince  that  time  the 
44  meeting-houfe  is  kept  free,  which  before  was 
44  full  of  Mufcovites  j  and  the  Czar,  as  well  as 
44  fome  of  his  officers,  have  received  of  friends 
44  books,  that  is,  Robert  Barclay’s  Catechifm 
44  and  another  treatife,  fo  that  fome  begin  now 
44  to  enquire  after  the  Apology,  which  I  have 
44  this  day  lent  for  from  Holland.  Friends,  as 
.  44  well 
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“  well  as  other  inhabitants,  have  their  full  free-  chap. 
<e  dom,  and  the  Mufcovites  make  no  difference,  xvn. 

“  if  they  get  their  bellies  full,  where  they  are 
“  quartered.  And  as  concerning  your  ardour  l712- 
“  in  being  helpful  and  addling  to  friends,  I 
cc  (hall  endeavour  the  fame  further,  as  I  have 
“  already  done,  in  confideration  ol  the  great 
c<  need  there  was  and  is,  and  fhall  defire  my 
ct  brother  to  inform  me,  wherein  I  can  be 
<£  mofl  ferviceable  to  them,  and  advife  you  what 
ts  paffeth,  fo  conclude  with  my  dear  love  and 
“  falutation  to  you  and  friends  in  general. 

“  I  remain, 

“  JACOB  HAGEN.” 


A  Letter  from  Friends  at  Frederickfladt. 

“  To  the  Friends,  Fathers  and  Elders  at  London. 

“  Dear  Friends, 

“  We  received  your  letter  dated  26th  of  I2rh 
“  month,  Englifh  ftile,  which  was  read  in  our 
“  public  meeting  the  26th,  our  ftile,  and  we  are 
“  rejoiced  to  find  your  continued  love  and  care 
“  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  our  welfare  in 
<e  the  Lord,  in  this  time  of  deep  exercife  over 
ce  this  poor  country  and  to  us,  which  yet  con- 
“  tinueth,  for  few  people  account  any  thing 
“  they  have  their  own,  being  difpoffefi'ed  of  houfe 
“  and  land,  many  houfes  and  dwellings  in  the 

“  country 
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country  being  laid  in  ruins,  and  the  country¬ 
man  is  forced  to  part  with  his  horfes  and 
cattle,  and  the  land  lieth  unplowed  in  many 
places.  By  the  great  number  of  foldiers  that 
are  here  (according  to  human  profpects)  there 
is  like  to  follow  nothing  but  utter  ruin  and 
poverty,  except  the  Lord  by  his  omnipotency 
make  way  for  us,  whofe  hand  is  not  fhortened 
nor  power  bounded.  As  to  us  the  Lord  hath 
been  very  gracious  unto  this  very  day,  giving 
us  a  heart  of  refignation,  and  our  daily  bread 
he  hath  not  withdrawn ;  alfo  rendering  unto 
us  his  heavenly  mercies  daily,  hleffed  be  his 
holy  name.  In  what  manner  the  Lord  pleafed 
to  work  for  the  delivering  of  our  meeting- 
houfe  from  the  foldiers  who  had  polfeifed  the 
fame,  we  hope  you  have  had  account  before 
this  time,  viz.  that  he  inclined  the  heart  of 
the  great  Czar  to  come  to  our  meeting  in 
perfon,  who  immediately  ordered  the  meet- 
ing-houfe  to  be  evacuated  by  the  foldiers, 
which  wras  done  accordingly,  and  we  had  a 
good  comfortable  meeting  with  him,  and  feve- 
ral  of  his  princes  and  great  men  of  his  retinue, 
w'hereoi  an  account  is  given  to  the  friends  of 
Holland  ;  and  our  friend  Jacob  Hagen  wras 
here  at  the  fame  time  an  eye-witnefs  with  us, 
and  we  enjoy  our  meeting  peaceably  to  this 
day,  and  friends  continue  agreeably  to  meet 
together  therein  as  much  as  this  time  of  ex- 
ercife  will  fuffer  us.  We  dearly  falute  you 
in  a  feeling  fenfe  of  that  brotherly  union  in 
the  everlalling  truth  of  our  God,  according  to 
our  meafures  ;  remember  us  in  your  prayers 
to  God,  and  it  will  be  very  acceptable  to 

“  receive 
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“  receive  another  letter  from  you.  We  remain  C  hap. 
“  your  tender  friends  and  brethren,  xvn. 

“  Philip  Denser.  ‘ 71 3- 

“  Jeronimus  Hagen. 

“  Razant  Cloisum. 

“  Jan  Van  Kemp. 

“  Michael  Wittengerg,  kc. 

“  Frederickftadt,  1  ith  of  4th  month, 

“  1713,  new  ftde.” 


• 

The  war  which  had  been  carried  on  by  Eng-  Ti-taty  of 
land,  in  conjun&ion  with  the  Emperor  and  the 
Dutch  againft  France,  ever  fince  the  beginning  Utrecht, 
of  the  Queen’s  reign,  was  terminated  this  year. 

On  the  13th  of  3d  month,  O.  S.  commonly  called 
May,  a  treaty  of  peace  between  England,  France 
and  Holland,  was  figned  at  Utrecht.  The  par¬ 
liament  being  convened,  the  Queen  in  her  fpeech 
informed  them,  that  file  had  now  concluded  a 
peace,  had  obtained  a  further  fecurity  for  the 
proteftant  fucceflion,  and  was  in  an  entire  union 
with  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  Addrefies  of  con¬ 
gratulation  being  procured  and  fent  up  from  all 
or  mofl  parts  of  the  nation,  the  people  called 
Quakers,  whofe  principles  led  them  on  all  occa- 
fions  to  rejoice  and  approve  the  eftablifhment 
of  peace,  on  the  prefent  occafion  prefented  the 
following  addrcfs  to  the  Queen : 


“  To 
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“  To  Anne,  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  her  Proteflant  Diffent- 
“  ing  fubjects,  called  Quakers,  met  at  our 
“  annual  meeting  in  London,  the  3d  day  of 
“  the  4th  month,  called  June,  1713. 

“  May  it  pleafe  the  Queen, 

“  We  having  been  forrowfully  affected  at  the 
calamity  which  war  brought  on  Europe,  can¬ 
not  but  exprefs  our  fatisfadion  and  gladnefs  for 
the  Queen’s  great  care  and  chriftian  concern 
for  eftablifhing  fo  long  defired  a  peace. 

“  We  are  alfo  under  a  dutiful  fenfe  of  the 
Queen’s  gracious  government  and  compaffion 
manifefted  towards  tender  confciences  at  home, 
as  well  as  her  Chriftian  interpofttion  in  favour 
“  of  perfecuted  Proteftants  abroad. 

“  And  farther  crave  leave  to  aflure  the  Queen, 
“  that  we  fhall,  as  in  duty  bound,'  approve  our- 
felves  in  all  humility  and  faithfulnefs  fhe 
“  Queen’s  obedient  fubjects  ;  -and  though  but  a 
“  fmall  part  of  thofe  that  enjoy,  under  thy  mild 
c<  government,  protection  in  religious  and  civil 
e£  liberty,  we  cannot  but  earneftly  pray  for  and 
c*  defire  the  quiet  and  fafety  of  our  country, 
“  which  evidently  appears  to  be  the  Queen’s  care 
64  to  eftablifh,  in  having  done  fo  much  for  fe- 
“  curing  the  Proteflant  intereft  and  maintaining 
“  perfect  friendfhip  with  the  Houfc  of  Hanover. 

“  That  it  may  pleafe  Almighty  God  in  his 
“  mercy  and  goodnefs  to  aflift  with  his  wifdom 
“  the  Queen  in  all  her  councils,  and  give  her 
<£  long  to  enjoy  the  quiet  fruit  of  lafting  peace 
“  in  this  life,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come  joy 
“  and  peace  everlafting,  is  our  hearty  and  fer- 
“  vent  praver.” 
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Thomas  Ellwood  of  Hungerhill,  near  Ag-  chap. 
mondelham  in  Buckinghamfhire,  in  the  courfe  xvn. 
of  this  year  clofed  a  life,  which  had  been  very  — v — ■> 
much  devoted  to  the  attainment  of  religious  O'S- 
experience,  and  alfo  to  the  fervice  of  religious 
lociety,  both  in  the  county  of  his  refidence  and 
in  the  community  at  large.  He  was  born  at 
Crowell  near  Thame  in  Oxfordfnire  in  the  year 
1639.  His  father,  Walter  Ellwood,  was  origi¬ 
nally  polfelfed  of  a  competent  real  eftate,  and 
an  equivalent  perfonal  property,  which  he  in¬ 
herited  in  right  of  his  mother. 

Favouring  the  parliamentary  caufe,  though 
not  openly  efpoufing  it  in  arms,  he  thought 
himfelf  too  infecure  in  the  place  of  his  then 
refidence,  as  the  King’s  garrifons  were  in  pof- 
fellion  of  that  quarter  ;  he  therefore  removed 
with  his  family  to  London,  where  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  the  predominancy,  as  a  place  of  fafety  ; 

Thomas  was  then  about  two  years  of  age, 
and  continued  in  London  till  after  the  furrender 
of  Oxford,  when  the  war  being  apparently  at 
an  end  he  returned  to  his  eftate  at  Crowell,  by 
which  time  the  expenfe  of  living  in  London  had 
well  nigh  exhaufted  what  money  he  was  pof- 
fefled  of. 

After  the  family’s  return  to  the  country, 

Thomas  was  fent  with  his  elder  brother  to  the 
free-fchool  at  Thame,  (a  fchool  at  that  time  in 
reputation)  where  he  made  a  fpeedy  proficiencv, 
having  a  natural  propenfity  to  learning;  and  if 
he  had  been  continued  there,  and  had  been 
advanced  to  higher  ftudies  as  his  genius  ftiould 
expand,  he  would  in  all  probability  have  made 
an  excellent  fchoiar ;  but  upon  the  fettlement 
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chap,  of  the  republican  government  his  father  ac- 
xvn.  cepted  the  office  of  a  juftice  of  peace,  and  put 
himfelf  into  a  manner  of  living  comporting  with 
J7’3‘  the  dignity  of  his  office,  at  the  fame  time  re¬ 
moving  his  elder  fon  from  fchool  to  Merton 
college  in  Oxford,  and  entering  him  there  in 
the  higheft  and  moll  chargeable  rank  of  a  fel¬ 
low  commoner,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
retrench  his  expenfes  in  fome  other  cafes.  One 
article  of  retrenchment  was  very  unfavourable 
to  Thomas’s  progrefs  in  literature  ;  for  he  was 
brought  home  to  fave  the  charge  of  maintaining 
him  at  fchool,  and  no  proper  mode  of  profe- 
cuting  his  ftudies  provided  for  him  :  He  had 
made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  Latin,  and  was 
entered  into  the  fcudy  of  the  Greek  language  ; 
but  this  curtailing  of  the  expenfe  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  was  nearly  a  throwing  away  of  the  expenfe 
already  incurred  therein  ;  for  being  neglected 
in  this  bufmefs  of  importance  at  home,  and 
left  too  much  to  himfelf  to  employ  himfelf  in 
ffudy  or  amufement,  in  books  or  in  pleafure  at 
his  option,  the  propenfity  of  youth  carried  him 
with  avidity  after  the  latter,  fuch  as  the  place 
afforded,  and  his  circumflanc.es  could  reach, 
which  drew  off  his  attention  from  his  books,  till 
they  were  laid  afide ;  he  now  loft  all  he  had 
learned  at  fchool  to  that  degree  that  he  could 
hardly  read,  much  lei's  underhand  a  fentence  in 
Latin. 

He  now  took  his  fwing  in  vain  courfes,  (as 
himfelf  expreffes)  fuch,  however  only,  as  were 
accounted  harmlefs  recreations,  entertaining  his 
companions  and  acquaintance  with  jocularity 
and  diverting  difcourfes ;  but  he  always  affo- 
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ciated  with  perfons  of  ingenuity,  temperance  c  h  a  p. 
and  fobriety  :  fcurrility  in  converfation  he  con-  xvii. 
fidered  as  contemptible,  and  he  had  a  natural 
averfion  to  immoderate  drinking,  by  which  *7*3 
means,  in  the  time  of  his  greatelt  vanity,  he 
was  preferved  from  profanenefs  and  grofs  im¬ 
moralities  :  his  reputation  was  unfpotted  in  the 
eye  of  the  world,  and  being  naturally  of  a  fa¬ 
cetious,  cheerful  and  liberal  turn  of  mind,  of  a 
genteel  behaviour  and  addrefs,  his  company  was 
engaging  and  acceptable  to  his  equals  and  l'u- 
periors  in  rank,  opening  him  an  eafy  accefs  to 
perfons  of  the  belt  note  in  that  country.  Lord 
Wenman  in  particular,  to  whofe  lady  his  mother 
was  nearly  related,  who  had  beftowed  his  own 
name  upon  him,  when  he  made  large  promifes 
for  him  at  the  font,  always  received  him  as  a 
welcome  vifitant  at  his  table  ;  and  he  had  reafon 
to  expect  fome  preferment  in  the  world  through 
the  friendlhip  of  this  lord,  as  foon  as  he  IhoulJ 
be  capable  of  it,  had  he  not  Ihortly  after  been 
called  to  a  higher  fervice,  and  thereby  loll  the 
favour  of  all  his  friends,  relations  and  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  this  world.  During  the  refidence  of 
his  father  and  the  family  in  London,  he  had 
contracted  an  acquaintance  with  the  lady  Sprin- 
gett,  widow  of  Sir  William  Springett,  who  was 
afterwards  married  to  Ifaac  Penington :  In  order 
to  keep  up  the  acquaintance,  he  continued  occa- 
fional  vifits  to  them  in  their  places  of  refidence 
in  the  country,  particularly  when  he  heard  of 
their  removal  to  refide  at  their  own  eftate  at 
Chalfont  in  Buckinghamlhire. 

Some  time  after  Ifaac  Penington  and  his  wife 
had  joined  in  communion  with  the  people  called 
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chap.  Quakers,  and  when  this  people  was  become  the 
xvn.  fubjedt  of  much  converfation,  Thomas  Ellwood’s 
*■ — father  being  defirous  to  inform  himfelf  of  their 
17 principles,  determined  on  a  vifit  to  Chalfont, 
and  took  his  fon  and  two  daughters  with  him  ; 
they  met  with  a  kind  reception,  and  fpent  fome 
days  there,  and  during  their  flay  a  meeting  be¬ 
ing  appointed  about  a  mile  diftant,  they  were 
invited  to  go  to  it,  and  readily  complied. 

To  this  meeting  came  Edward  Burrough, 
James  Naylor  and  others  ;  but  Edward  Bur- 
rough  only  preached  in  that  meeting,  near  to 
whom  Thomas  Ell  wood  fat,  who  was  deeply 
affected  with  his  doctrine,  for  it  did  not  only 
clearly  convince  his  underflanding,  but  warmed 
his  heart  with  animated  feelings,  fuch  as  he  had 
never  before  experienced  from  the  miniftry  of 
any  man. 

The  next  day  they  returned  home  *  :  at  their 
departure  Edward  Burrough  accompanying  them 
to  the  gate,  directed  his  fpeech  to  them  feverally 
in  a  few  words,  according  to  the  fenfe  he  had 
of  their  feveral  conditions ;  of  which  this  dif- 
cerning  young  man  appeared  to  have  a  clear 
comprehenfion.  After  they  were  gone  off  and  the 
family  returned  into  the  houfe,  Edward  be:ng  afk- 
ed  what  he  thought  of  them,  he  anfwered  to  this 
effect :  As  for  the  old  man  he  is  fettled  on  his  lees , 
and  the  young  woman  is  light  and  airy ;  but  the 
young  man  is  reached ,  and  may  do  well  if  he  do  not 
lofe  it. 

The  impreffion  made  on  his  mind  by  Edward 
Burroughs  public  teftimony  and  private  addrefs 

was 

*  Except  the  elded  daughter,  who  was  gone  before  by  the 
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was  too  deep  to  be  readily  erafed.  In  his  re-  C  H  a  p. 
turn  home  his  mind  -was  greatly  affected  with  xvii. 
feriods  thoughtfulnefs  and  fadnefs  of  heart,  al-  ' — ^ 
though  as  yet  he  could  not  diftinctly  underhand  17 ‘3‘ 
the  caufe  :  However,  he  felt  a  defire  to  go  to 
another  meeting  of  the  Quakers,  and  upon  en¬ 
quiry  hearing  of  one  appointed  at  High  Wy- 
comb,  he  went  thither.  It  was  held  in  the  houle 
of  John  Raunce,  and  they  had  not  been  long 
fat  in  the  meeting  before  a  perfon,  to  him  at 
that  time  unknown,  but  afterwards  his  intimate 
friend,  Samuel  lhornton,  flood  up  to  fpeak.  His 
difcourfe  was  fuitably  adapted  to  Thomas’s  hate, 
and  reached  home  as  if  it  had  been  directed  to 
him. 

This  meeting  he  efteemed  like  the  clinching 
of  a  nail,  confirming  and  fattening  in  his  mind 
thofe  good  impreflions,  which  it  had  received  in 
the  former.  His  underftanding  began  to  open, 
and  the  light,  fhining  out  of  darknefs  in  feme 
meafure,  difeovered  what  it  was  that  had  before 
clouded  him,  and  brought  that  fadnefs  and  trou¬ 
ble  upon  him  ;  that  although  he  had  been  pre- 
ferved  in  a  good  degree  from  open  immoralities, 
and  the  grofs  pollutions  of  the  world,  yet  the 
fpirit  of  the  world  had  hitherto  ruled  in  him, 
and  led  him  into  pride,  vanity,  flattery  and  fu- 
perfluity,  all  which  were  naught.  He  found 
there  were  many  plants  growing  .in  him,  which 
were  not  of  the  heavenly  father’s  planting,  and 
that  all  thefe  (of  every  kind,  and  how  fpecious 
foever)  were  to  be  plucked  up. 

To  trace  the  various  conflidft  he  endured,  and 
the  gradations  whereby  he  advanced  in  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  that  regeneration,  without  which  Thrift 
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chap  declared  to  Nicodemus,  “  no  man  {hall  fee  the 
xvii.  “  kingdom  of  heaven,”  would  lead  me  into  an 
unnecelfary  prolixity,  after  fimilar  accounts  of 
*'  the  converfion  of  divers  others,  previoufly  given 
in  this  work.  In  proportion  to  his  ready  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  divine  will,  manifefted  by  the  light 
in  his  own  mind,  he  was  favoured  with  the  con- 
folation  of  inward  peace  ;  but  from  without,  his 
trials  were  fevere  and  of  confiderable  dura¬ 
tion. 

For  a  feafon  after  his  convincement,  and  after 
his  declining  the  cuflomary  modes  of  falutation 
and  addrefs  (which  he  had  been  before  in  the 
practice  of)  to  his  affociates  and  others,  the  vail 
was  not  fo  rent,  but  that  there  hill  remained  a 
cloud  on  his  underftanding  with  refpect  to  his 
demeanour  towards  his  father,  being  willing  to 
perfuade  himfelf  that  he  ought  to  put  that  dif¬ 
ference  between  him  and  all  others,  as  to  de¬ 
port  himfelf  towards  him,  both  in  gelture  and 
language,  as  he  had  hitherto  done.  So  that  his 
father  obferving  no  alteration  in  his  carriage  to¬ 
wards  himfelf,  found  as  yet  no  occafion  to  take 
offence  at  it. 

I3ut  it  was  not  long  before  he  faw  more  clearlv 
that  the  honour  due  to  parents  did  not  confift  in 
uncovering  the  head,  and  bowing  die  bodv  to 
them ;  but  in  a  ready  obedience  to  all  their  law¬ 
ful  commands,  and  in  performing  all  needful 
fervices  unto  them  ;  under  this  conviction  he  be¬ 
lieved  it  his  duty  to  behave  to  his  father  in  this 
refpeft,  as  he,  from  confcientious  conviction, 
had  been  •  perfuaded  it  was  right  to  behave  to 
other  people. 
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His  father  was  in  no  wife  pleafed  at  the  firft  chap. 
apprehenlion  he  conceived  of  his  foil’s  inclining  xvn. 
toward  this  people;  but  when  he  wras  convinced,  -v — 
by  his  (landing  covered  before  him,  that  he  w'as  l7‘3- 
really  become  one  of  them,  he  was  tranfported 
by  paflion  to  that  degree,  that  he  fell  upon  him 
with  both  his  hands,  and  after  beating  him  vio¬ 
lently,  plucked  oil  his  hat  and  threwr  it  aw'ay. 

I  he  like  occaficns  drew  upon  him  a  repetition 
of  the  like  treatment  feveral  times  over,  till  all 
his  hats,  one  by  one,  were  taken  from  him  ; 
and  he  was  thereby,  and  by  his  father’s  com¬ 
mand,  obliged  to  lubmit  to  a  kind  of  imprifon- 
ment  in  his  own  chamber  during  a  cold  winter, 
and  ha\  ing  no  hat  to  wear  within  or  without 
he  contracted  a  violent  cold  in  his  head  ;  which 
kept  him  in  great  pain  a  confiderable  time. 

After  fonte  time  of  this  fevere  treatment,  and 
clofe  confinement,  his  kind  friends  Ifaac  and 
Mary  Penington  returned  his  father’s  vilit,  prin¬ 
cipally  with  a  view  to  fee  how  he  fared.  They 
had  much  difcourfe  with  his  father  in  relation  to 
their  religious  principles,  and  clofe  reafoning  in 
regard  to  his  hard  treatment  of  his  fon,"  for 
which  he  was  quite  at  a  lols  to  apologize.  In 
conclufon  Mary  Penington  propofed  to  his  fa¬ 
ther,  that  fince  his  fon’s  demeanour  was  offen- 
five,  and  his  company  unacceptable  to  him,  he 
would  give  him  leave  to  go  home  with  them, 
and  fpend  fome  time  at  their  houfe,  where  he 
fhould  meet  with  a  fincere  welcome. 

Although  his  father  was  unwilling  to  comply, 
ana  fought  many  evafions,  yet  flie  prevailed  upon 
him  at  length  to  leave  Thomas  at  his  liberty, 
whereby  he  was  relcafcd  from  a  pretty  long  iin- 
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c  h  a  i'.  prifonment  at  home  ;  and  going  with  his  friends, 
xvn.  he  had  with  them  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  li- 
berty  he  molt  defired,  the  liberty  of  attending 
I7I3*  the  meetings  of  his  friends,  both  at  the  place  of 
his  prefent  refidence,  and  other  places  in  that 
neighbourhood. 

After  fome  weeks  Hay  with  them,  where  he 
was  treated  with  the  greateft  kindnefs,  he  re¬ 
turned  home,  where,  although  his  father  did  not 
proceed  to  the  extremity  of  alfaulting  him  with 
blows,  as  he  had  done  before,  yet  he  kept  him 
at  a  great  didance,  and  through  the  offence  he 
took  at  his  appearing  covered  before  him,  would 
not  admit  him  to  his  table,  and  as  feldom  as 
poffible  to  his  prefence.  By  the  interpofition 
however  of  his  filters,  he  now  enjoyed  more 
quiet,  and  took  more  liberty  to  go  to  meetings 
than  he  had  done  before  ;  he  informed  himfelf  of 
the  meetings  held  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
many  a  hard  travel  he  had  in  all  weathers,  two, 
four  or  five  miles  on  foot  through  dirty  roads. 
But  the  ardour  of  the  early  members  of  this 
fociety  for  their  own  fpiritual  advantage,  and 
their  progrefs  in  religious  experience,  which  they 
felt  to  be  efpecially  promoted  in  their  religious 
aflemblies,  as  well  as  their  apprehenfion  of  duty 
to  worfhip  the  fuprcme  Being  in  that  way,  which 
they  thought  acceptable  to  him,  enabled  them  to 
encounter  and  furmount  the  attendant  difficul¬ 
ties  with  fortitude  and  unrelaxed  perfeverance, 
while  they  were  at  liberty  to  attend  them. 

But  this  friend,  with  many  others  of  his  bre¬ 
thren  of  this  age,  v/as  frequently  deprived  of 
that  libertv  by  the  confinement  of  his  perfon  in 
prifon.  His  find  imprifanment  was  in  the  year 
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1 660,  upon  the  following  occafion  :  He  had  been  chap. 
in  London,  and  on  his  return  calling  at  J.  Pen-  xvii. 
mgton’s,  he  met  there  with  Thomas  Loe,  and  v — v — • 
from  a  defire  that  his  neighbours  might  have  an  1 7*  3> 
opportunity  to  hear  the  gofpel  preached  livingly 
and  powerfully  among  them,  he  propofed  to 
Ihomas  Loe  the  appointing  of  a  meeting  in  the 
town  where  he  lived  ;  Thomas,  not  apprehend¬ 
ing  himfelf  at  his  own  difpofal,  did  not  imme¬ 
diately  clofe  in  with  the  propofal,  but  defired  T. 
Elhvood,  if  the  matter  continued  with  weight 
upon  his  mind,  and  he  could  get  a  convenient 
place,  to  apprize  him  thereof  by  a  letter  direct¬ 
ed  to  him  at  Oxford. 

Thomas  L 11  wood  having  foon  after  a  profpedt 
of  procuring  a  luitable  place,  wrote  to  Thomas 
Loe  according  to  his  defire,  this  being  foon  af¬ 
ter  Venner’s  infurrection,  when  orders  were 
iffued  for  the  (lopping  and  fearching  of  letters, 
his  letter  was  intercepted  and  carried  to  Lord 
Falkland,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county;  where¬ 
upon  he  was  taken  up  by  a  body  of  troopers  and 
carried  before  two  of  the  deputy  lieutenants, 
who  after  examination,  and  tendering  him  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  committed  him  to  prifon  in 
Oxford,  but  I  fuppofe,  in  regard  to  his  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  flation  of  his  father,  who  was  their 
neighbour,  and  apparently  their  equal  in  rank, 
he  was  not  committed  to  the  common  prifon  ; 
but  to  the  cuflody  of  the  marfhal,  where  his  im- 
prifonment  was  eafy  ;  and  not  of  very  long  con¬ 
tinuance. 

Soon  after  his  releafe  from  this  imprifonraent 
he  was  left  at  full  liberty  to  go  to  meetings,  or 
wThither  he  pleafed  ;  for  the  time  appointed  for 

Vol.  IV.  I  the 


HISTORY  of  the 


c  n  A  i*  the  King’s  coronation  being  at  hand,  his  father 
XVI1,  with  his  two  fillers  went  up  to  London  on  that 
occafion.  His  fillers  were  both  difpofed  of  in  mar- 
171 3'  riage  ;  his  father  alfo  took  up  his  refidence  in 
the  city,  and  returned  no  more  to  Crowell  to 
fettle,  fo  that  Thomas  was  left  in  the  manfion- 
hpufe  to  himfelf,  and  almofl  bv  himfelf. 

He  now  paid  frequent  vifits  to  his  affectionate 
and  hofpitable  friends  at  Chalfont ;  and  at  this 
time  being  fenfible  of,  and  lamenting  the  lofs  of 
his  learning,  he  was  incited  to  employ  his  lei- 
fure  time,  when  at  home  at  his  folitary  man- 
fibii,  in  diligent  application  to  recover  it  ; 
but  finding  it  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  make 
the  advancement  he  wiffied,  for  want  of  an  in- 
flruclor,  he  had  occafionally  expreffed  his  regret 
at  this  difadVantage  to  his  particular  friend  Ifaac 
Penington,  who  thereupon  interefled  himfelf  in 
his  favour  to  procure  him  the-  inllruclion  he 
wanted,  and  through  the  mediation  of  an  inti¬ 
mate  acquaintance  of  London,  obtained  per- 
miffion  for  him  to  attend  upon  the  famous  John 
Milton,  at  his  hcufe,  to  read  fuch  books  as  he 
fho'ufd  appoint,  arid  receive  his  inflruclions. 
Milton  who  had  filled  a  public  fuation  under  the 
former  rulers,  now  lived  a  private  and  retired 
life  in  London,  and  being  deprived  of  his  fight, 
always  kept  a  perfon  to  read  to  him,  which  was 
ufually  the  fon  of  fome  gentleman  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintance,  whom  in  kindnefs  he  took  to  im¬ 
prove  in  his  learning.  Thomas,  as  foon  as  he 
uiiderflood  this  place  was  open  for  him,  haften- 
ed  to  London  to  put  himfelf  under  his  tuition, 
and  was  courteoufly  received  by  him.  Having 
provided  himfelf  with  books  and  accommoda¬ 
tions 
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tions  for  his  fludies  by  his  intended  mailer’s  di-  C  H  A  P. 
re&ions,  he  fpent  his  mornings  in  fludying  in  xvii. 
his  chamber,  and  in  the  afternoon  attended  Mil-  ' — ^ 
ton,  and  read  to  him,  and  under  his  inflruftion  L7IL 
was  making  a  fpeedy  proficiency  ;  but  the  air  of 
London  and  clofe  confinement  did  not  agree 
with  his  conflitution,  he  loft  his  health,  and  in 
lefs  than  two  months  time  was  obliged  to  break 
off  his  fludies,  and  return  to  the  country  for  his 
recovery. 

.  His  recovery  was  not  very  fudden,  but  at 
length  he  was  mercifully  reftored  to  a  good  (late 
of  health  ;  and  then  he  returned  to  profecute  his 
fludies  in  London,  and  was  very  kindly  received 
by  his  mailer,  whofe  good  opinion  and  cordial 
regard  he  had  conciliated  ;  and  who  .was  much 
pleafed  with  his  company  and  converfation,  and 
expreffed  his  fatisfadlion  at  his  recovery  and  re¬ 
turn  ;  with  him  Thomas  went  on  in  his  former  ' 
method  of  fludy. 

But  he  foon  met  with  another  interruption, 
which  put  the  finifhing  flroke  to  his  fludies  there. 

In  the  year  1662,  as  well  as  the  preceding  year, 
a  violent  perfecution  was  carried  on  againfl  the 
diffenters,  which  (as  hath  been  fhewn)  fell  molt 
heavily  cn  the  people  called  Quakers  :  Their 
meetings  were  broken  up,  and  the  prifons  croud- 
ed  with  prifoners  of  this  fociety.  On  the  26th 
of  the  8”°.  Thomas  Ellwood  went  to  the  meeting 
at  Bull  and  Mouth,  which  was  fuddenly  difturb- 
ed  by  a  party,  of  foldiers  or  trained  bands,  com¬ 
manded  by  one  Major  Rofewell,  an  apothecary, 
a  reputed  papifl.  The 'foldiers  made  tlieir  en¬ 
trance,  as  ufual,  with  noife  and  clamour;  and  fur¬ 
ther  to  terrify  the  afiembly,  Rofewell  command- 

12  ed 


HISTORY  of  the 


cha  Ped  his  men  to  prefent  their  mufkets :  But  the  af- 
xvn.  fembly  kept  their  places  unmoved.  The  major 
— v — '  commanded  them  to  difperfe  ;  but  being  met, 
*7 1 3  from  a  perfuafion  of  duty  to  worfhip  God  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  requirings,  they  thought,  with 
the  apoilles,  they  ought  to  obey  him  rather  than 
man,  and  therefore  flirred  not  at  the  command 
of  Rofewell ;  obferving  this,  Rofewell  ordered 
his  foldiers  to  drag  them  out,  which  they  did 
roughly  enough.  He  took  above  thirty  of  them, 
of  which  number  Thomas  Ell  wood  was  one,  and 
committed  them  to  prifon  in  old  Bridewell^  which 
having  been  formerly  a  palace,  was  no  incom¬ 
modious  prifon. 

This  was  Tome  time  before  difcipline  was 
fettled  in  the  fociety ;  yet  an  excellent  order,  had 
been  eftablifhed  among  friends  of  that  city,  in 
appointing  fuitable  members  of  the  community, 
male  and  female,  to.  take  the  overfight  of  the  pri- 
fons  in  every  quarter,  and  to  take  care  of  all 
friends,  the  poor  efpecially,  that  might  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  any  of  them. 

The  prifon  of  Bridewell  was  under  the  care 
of  two  grave,  difcreet,  motherly  women,  Anne 
Merrick  and  Anne  Travers,  both  widows,  who 
as  foon  as.  they  underflood  that  there  were  friends 
committed  to  that  prifon,  provided  fome  hot 
victuals,  meat  and  broth,  and  ordering  their  fer- 
vants  to  bring  thefe’provifions,  with  bread,  cheefe 
and  beer,  -  camealfo  themfelves,  and  having  pla¬ 
ced  the  provifion.  on  the  table,  gave  notice, 
“  that  it  was  provided  for  all  fuch  as  had  not 
“  others,  to  provide' for  them,  or  were  notable 
“  to  provide  for  themfelves, ”  and  there  wanted 
not  a  competent  number  of  fuch  guefls. 

Although 
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Although  Thomas  Ellwood’s  {lock  was  very  chap. 
low,  yet  having  had  ten  pence  in  his  pocket  xvji. 
he  did  not  efteem  himfelf  in  the  defcription  of  ' — v — ' 
thofe  for  whom  the  provifion  was  made:  Re-  1 7’3- 
folving  to  hufband  his  fcanty  flock  with  the  ut- 
mofl  frugality,  and  placing  his  confidence  in 
divine  providence  for  future  fubfiflence,  that 
good  hand  in  whom  he  trufled,  awakened  the 
fympathy  of  forne  of  his  particular  friends  with 
him  under  his  prefent  trial,  by  whofe  beneficence 
he  was  fupplied  with  more  than  a  fufficiency  to 
fupport  himfelf  during  his  imprifonment,  and  af¬ 
ter  his  releafe  was  favoured  with  the  means  of 
returning  them  their  advance,  with  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  their  kindnefs. 

After  about  two  months  imprifonment,  Tho¬ 
mas  and  his  fellow  prifoners,  were  brought  to  the 
fefiions  at  the  Old  Bailey.  The  prifoners  com¬ 
plained  of  the  illegality  of  their  imprifonment, 

(for  they  were  committed  and  detained  by  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  without  the  intervention  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  authority,  having  never  been  brought  before 
a  civil  magiflrate.)  The  court  paid  no  regard  to 
their  reafonable  complaint;  all  the  fatisfaclion 
they  received  was  the  following  fpeech  of  the 
Recorder,  “  If  you  think  you  have  been  w'rong- 
“  fully  imprifoned,  you  have  your  remedy  at 
“  law  ;  and  may  take  it,  if  you  think  it  worth 
“  your  while ;  the  court  may  fend  for  any  man 
“  out  of  the  flreet,  and  tender  him  the  oath  ; 

“  fo  we  take  no  notice  how  you  came  hither ; 

“  but  finding  you  here,  we  tender  you  the  oath 
M  of  allegiance,  which  if  you  refufe  to  take,  wre 
“  fhall  commit  you,  and  at  length  premunire 
“  you.”  Upon  their  refufal  to  take  the  oath 

they 
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c  h  A  P.  they  were  committed  to  newgate,  and  thruft 
XVI1,  into  the  common  fide,  which,  as  well  as  the 
'  other  parts  of  the  jail,  was  very  full  of  friends, 

17,3-  who  were  prifoners  there  before,  and  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  thefe  new  prifoners  caufed  a  great  throng 
on  that  fide.  After  fome  time  they  were  re¬ 
moved  back  to  Bridewell,  their  former  prifon, 
where  they  were  much  more  comfortably  ac¬ 
commodated,  till  the  enduing  feffions  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  being  called  to  the  bar  they  were 
without  further  queftion  difcharged. 

After  his  releafe  Thomas  Ellwood  went  down 
to  pay  another  vifit  to  Ifaac  Penington  and  his 
wife,  intending  after  fpending  a  few  days  there  to 
return  to  his  fludies  in  London,  but  Ifaac  Pen¬ 
ington  being  in  want  of  a  tutor  for  his  children, 
prevailed  on  Thomas  to  flay  with  him  in  that 
capacity  till  he  could  meet  with  one  ;  which  not 
readily  happening,  and  both  parties  being  agreea¬ 
ble  to  each  other,  he  ftayed  here  till  he  married, 
near  feven  years. 

While  he  lived  here  he  was  imprifoned  again 
with  his  friend  and  patron  Ifaac  Penington  for  his 
attendance  of  the  funeral  of  Edward  Perrot  of 
Amerlham,  and  committed  to  Aylefoury  jail  for 
one  month,  on  the  a£t  of  banifhment.b 

Not  long  after  he  was  taken  with  others  from 
a  meeting  at  Hedgerlv,  not  far  from  the  place  of 
his  prefent  refidence,  by  the  fame  juftice  Ambrofe 
Bennett,  who  had  committed  him  and  others  to 
Aylefbury  jail,  and  now  again  committed  to  the 
houfe  of  correction  at  Wycomb,  for  the  fecond 
offence,  upon  the  act  cf  banifhment ;  but  al¬ 
though  this  limits  the  duration  of  the  imprifon- 
rnent,  yet  this  man,  although  a  lawyer,  fo  far 

forgot 
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forgot  himfelf  as  to  order  them  to  be  kept  until  CHAP, 
they  fhould  be  delivered  by  due  courfe  of  law.  xvii. 
They  were  detained  above  twelve  weeks ;  and 
then,  the  reft  being  releafed,  Morgan  Watkins,  I/,3- 
a  miniftring  friend  of  Wales,  who  had  been  tra¬ 
velling  in  thofe  parts,  and  Thomas  Ellwood  were 
required  to  find  fureties  for  their  appearance  at 
the  next  aftizes,  which  refufing,  they  were  re¬ 
committed  to  the  fame  prifon.  But  the  Earl  of 
Ancram  interpofing  in  their  favour,  discharged 
them  from  their  imprifonment,  upon  their' pro- 
mife  to  appear  at  the  aflizes,  which  they  did,  and 
were  there  difcharged  by  proclamation. 

After  his  marriage,  which  was  in  1669,  he 
fettled  at  Hunger-hill ;  and  although  he  did  not 
appear  as  a  minifter  amongft  his  friends,  he  be¬ 
came  a  very  refpeCtable  and  Serviceable  mem¬ 
ber,  and  a  well  qualified  elder  of  their  religious 
fociety,  being  endowed  with  eminent  talents  to 
be  ufeful  in  fupporting  and  conducting  the  fa- 
lutary  difcipline  eftablifhed  therein,  whether  we 
confider  him  as  holding  the  pen  of  a  ready  wri¬ 
ter,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  of  the  monthly, 
quarterly  or  yearly  meeting  ;  or  with  refpect  to 
his  intellectual  faculties,  as  a  man,  by  precision  of 
judgment,  depth  of  penetration,  and  clearnefs 
of  comprehenfion,  qualified  to  fpeak  pertinently 
to  fubjects  under  deliberation,  and  with  discern¬ 
ment  to  fee  the  point  at  which  they  fhould  be 
rightly  iffued  ;  yet  with  becoming  modefty  he 
did  not  tenacioully  infill  on  his  Sentiments  being 
adopted,  but  Submitted  them  to  consideration, 
and  left  them  to  make  their  way  by  the  conviction 
of  their  propriety.  Condefcending  to  the  weak- 
eft,  he  was  not  ready  to  reject  or  defpife  the  Sen¬ 
timents 
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chap,  timents  of  any  other,  which  appeared  to  be  well 
XVI1-  intended  however  weakly  exprefled  ;  but  would 
give  them  due  confideration,  and  adopt  them  as 
171 far  as  he  thought  their  weight  and  pertinence  en¬ 
titled  them  to  approbation.  The  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  his  houfe  for  the  greatefl  part  of 
forty  years,  to  which  he  officiated  as  clerk,  and 
took  upon  him  the  care  to  keep  the  records 
thereof  in  good  order. 

He  was  alfo  very  ferviceable  to  the  caufe  of 
truth,  and  of  the  fociety,  by  his  writings  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  principles,  and  in  anfvvering  and 
refuting  the  calumnies  of  adverfaries  ;  as  well  as 
by  fundry  weighty  epiltles  to  his  friends  for  their 
edification,  and  prelervation  from  danger  of 
being  feduced  by  guile  from  the  way  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  peace. 

He  wrote  in  a  very  agreeable,  eafy  and  pleaf- 
ing  ftile,  clear  and  inftru&ive,  being  generally 
a  mafler  of  the  fubject  he  wrote  upon  ;  his  pen 
exercifed  in  defence  or  for.  the  promulgation  of 
religion  and  truth,  hath  left  a  (landing  evidence 
of  the  foundnefs  of  his  underfianding,  and  of 
the  reclitude  of  his  heart.  After  he  was  releaf¬ 
ed  from  his  office  of  tutor  in  Ifaac  Penington’s 
family,  and  married,  he  feems  to  have  been 
much  mafter  of  his  time,  as  it  appears  to  have 
been  very  generally  employed  in  (Serving  the  fo¬ 
ciety  and  others,  and  in  writings  of  one  kind 
or  other.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  ever 
collected,  and  published  together,  as  thofe  of 
fome  other  friends  have  been,  many  of  them  be¬ 
ing  of  the  controverfial  kind,  might  be  (Service¬ 
able  and  engaging  attention  at  the  time  they 
were  written  ;  but  the  fervice  anfwered,  and  the 
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occafion  ceafmg,  became  lefs  interefting  to  pof-  chap. 
terity,  and  therefore  not  necelfary  to  be  revived.  XV11, 
He  was  much  engaged  in  controverfy  either  with 
adverfaries  without,  or  opponents  within  the  17  ‘3-‘ 
fociety,  whofe  endeavours  were  exerted  to  lay 
it  walte.  'William  Rogers  and  other  feparatifls 
of  that  time,  and  afterwards  George  Keith,  gave 
him  much  employment,  to  expofe  their  deceit, 
and  detett  the  fallacy  of  their  pretenfions,  for 
the  prefervation  of  others  from  being  entangled 
in  the  like  fnares  ;  and  his  labours  wrere  greatly 
conducive  to  the  good  end  defigned  by  them. 

But  fome  of  his  writings,  being  of  a  more  uni- 
verfal  nature,  are  preferved,  as  The  Foundation  of 
Tithes  Jhaken  ;  The  /acred  Hi/lory  of  the  Old  and 
New  F  eft  ament ,  in  two  volumes  folio ;  and 
fome  others. 

His  private  chara&er  was  amiable  and  refpec- 
table  ;  his  countenance  manly  and  cheerful ;  his 
deportment  grave ;  yet  affable  and  courteous 
even  to  the  meaneft ;  his  converfation  pleafmg 
and  inftru&ive,  yet  marked  with  difapprobation 
of  every  thing  that  was  beyond  the  circumfcrip- 
tion  of  truth  ;  of  an  obliging  difpofition,  he  was 
ready  (and  in  many  cafes  capable)  to  ferve  his 
neighbours  as  well  as  friends,  wherever  his  fer- 
vice  was  wanted.  To  the  poor,  the  Tick  and 
the  impotent,  who  wanted  relief,  his  houfe  and 
his  heart  were  open,  being  careful  to  provide 
medicines  and  other  things  ufeful  for  fuch  pur- 
pofes,  begrudging  no  expenfe  to  do  good  ;  thefe 
qualities  and  difpofitions  procured  him  a  great 
and  general  refped  and  efteem  from  moll  or  all 
who  were  acquainted  therewith. 
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chap.  He  lived  to  a  pretty  good  age,  and  when  ad- 
xvii.  vanced  in  years  looked  very  well,  being  of  a  re- 
v“-’v  '  gular  and  temperate  life,  and  healthy  conflitu- 
•  tion,  only  in  his  latter  years  was  at  times 

troubled  with  an  allhma  ;  and  at  lafb  was  attack¬ 
ed  with  a  paralytic  flroke,  which  he  bore  with 
great  patience  and  refignation  ;  and  although  his 
fpeech  wras  confiderably  affedted,  fo  as  to  be  un¬ 
derflood  with  difficulty,  yet  fome  of  his  dying 
expreffions  wrere  fufficiently  plain  to  be  under¬ 
flood,  conveying  to  the  hearers  a  clear  indica¬ 
tion  of  the  peaceful  tenour  of  his  mind,  and 
g.  Bowles’s  perfect  refignation  to  divine  difpofal.  *  Being  vi- 
teftnnony.  £te(j  fome  Gf  fag  friends,  and  one  of  them 

being  concerned  to  pray  by  him,  he  expreffed 
himfelf,  in  much  tendernefs,  I  am  fenfibly  com¬ 
forted  and  refrejhed  in  this  mi  fit.  At  another 
time  he  expreffed  his  refignation  as  followeth  : 
Jf  the  Lord  hath  no  more  for  me  to  do ,  I  am 
content  and  refigned  to  his  ‘will ;  and  my  hearty 
farewsl  to  all  my  brethren.  And  near  his  end  he 
faid,  I  am  full  of  joy  and  peace  ;  my  fpirit  is  filed 
•with  joy.  In  about  eight  days  Iris  diforder  put  a 
period  to  his  life  the  ifl  of  3n'°.  1713,  in  the 
feventy -fourth  year  of  his  age.  Having  ferved 
his  generation  according  to  the  will  of  God,  he 
fell  afleep,  and  was  honourably  buried  the  4th 
of  the  fame  month,  being  accompanied  from  his 
own  houfe  by  a  great  number  of  his  friends  and 
others  to  the  meeting-houfe  at  Jordans,  and  in¬ 
terred  in  friends  burying  ground  there.  The 
meeting  was  very  large,  in  which  divers  living 
teflirnonies  were  borne  to  the  truth,  he  lived  and 

died 
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died  in,  in  a  lively  remembrance  of  him  and  his  chap. 
fervices  in  the  church.  xvn. 

The  antipathy  which  the  magiilrates  of  Aber-  ' 
deen,  through  the  mitigation  of  their  preachers  Mag?ftrtte* 
had  imbibed  againil  this  fociety  continuing  to  °fAbcrdeen 
operate,  had  produced  a  by-law  of  the  corpora-  tTdisfran-W 
tion  in  effect  to  disfranchife  all  who  profeffed chife  the 
Popery  or  Quakerifm,  thofe  of  the  latter  fociety,  (^‘lkcr‘' 
inhabitants  in  and  about  the  city,  prefented  a 
petition  to  the  Queen  and  Council,  praying 
relief,  whereby  they  procured  an  order  of  the 
Privy  Council,  prohibiting  the  execution  of  the 
faid  by-law,  as  far  as  it  affefted  the  people  called 
Quakers. 

The  Queen’s  health  began  to  decline  fait,  and 
tend  to  her  diffolution  ;  the  nation  was  at  this 
time  in  a  very  unfettled  itate ;  party  animofities 
were  revived  to  an  exceffive  degree,  and  her  very 
miniiters  broke  out  into  open  diffenfions,  which 
were  thought  to  haiten  her  end.  The  reigning 
party  in  the  latter  years  of  her  reign,  were  of 
that  clafs  of  the  eftablifhed  religion,  which  had 
always  manifeited  a  bigotted  and  intolerant  zeal 
for  the  hierarchy,  and  confequently  a  fixed  aver- 
fion  to  all  diffenters.  A  fondnefs  for  penal  laws 
feemed  to  revive,  and  it  looked  as  if  they  had 
now  conceived  a  defign  gradually  to  deftroy  the 
benefits  of  the  toleration  aft  ;  for  after  carrying 
the  aft  againil  occafional  conformity,  they  ,\a  againil 
brought  in  this  feifion  an  act  againil  the  growth^ 
of  fchifm,  being  defigned  to  prevent  diffenters 
from  keeping  fchools,  and  virtually  to  take  out 
of  the  parents  hands  their  natural  right  in  the 
care  and  direction  of  the  education  of  their  own 
children.  The  bill  met  with  great  oppofition  in 

both 
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CHAP,  both  houfes  as  a  fpecies  of  perfection,  and  the 
xvn"  people  called  Quakers  prefented  to  the  legiflature 
the  following  remonftrance. 

Peprefenta-  *c  i ft,  The  church  of  England  hath  frequently 
people  call-  <C  declared,  by  feveral  of  her  members,  in  a 
td  Quakers  Ci  civil  as  well  as  clerical  capacity,  by  thofewho 
againftit.  a  framecj  an<j  efpoufed  one  or  more  of  the  bills 
<e  againft  occafional  conformity,  that  Jhe  is  in 
“  principle  againft  perfecution ,  and  for  preferving 
tc  the  toleration. 

ct  2dly.  The  promoters  of  this  bill  may  pleafe 
<c  to  remember,  that  the  Queen  hath  declared 
“  from  the  throne,  that  fhe  will  maintain  the 
“  toleration  inviolable. 

<(  jdlv.  The  proteflant  fubjects  of  this  king- 
e‘  dom,  who  are  parents  of  children,  are  fup- 
“  pofed  to  have  preferred  to  them,  by  the  funda- 
“  mental  laws  of  this  kingdom,  the  natural 
CJ  right  of  the  care  and  direction  of  the  educa- 
<c  tion  of  their  own  children,  which  natural 
<c  right  this  bill  feems  calculated  to  take  away 

O  J 

<c  and  deftroy. 

<s  4thlv.  If  the  governments  which  are  now 
<c  Heathen  or  Mahometan,  lhould  take  into  the 
C£  fame  policy,  the  fociety  whicl)  the  Queen  hath 
cc  incorporated  for  the  propagation  of  the  gof- 
pel  in  foreign  parts,  can  have  very  little,  if 
“  any  good  effect  or  fuccefs. 

N 

“  5thly.  May  it  not  feem  an  objection  and 
contradiction  to  the  many  princely  and  chrif- 

“  tian 
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tian  folicitations  which  the  Queen  by  her  mi- 
nifters  hath  made  at  foreign  courts,  on  the 
behalf  of  protellants,  againft  the  violent  in- 
trufions  of  papifls  into  their  rights  and  juft 
privileges. 
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“  6thly.  It  may  be  a  means  to  oblige  the 
“  carrying  out  of  large  fums  of  money  for  fo- 
“  reign  education. 

“  7thly.  It  may  probably  do  much  hurt  to 
“  charitable  foundations. 


<c  Sthly.  It  feems  not  to  be  agreeable  to  the 
“  great  law  of  Chrift,  Matt.  vii.  12.  Therefore 
“  all  things  whaifoever  ye  would  that  men  Jhould 
“  do  to  you ,  do  yc  evenfo  unto  them  ;  for  this  is  the 
“  law  and  the  prophets 


But  oppofition  or  remonftrances  avail  little  The  bin 
againft  determinations  fupported  by  power  ;  the  i>aJIcJ- 
miniftry  had  managed  fo  as  to  procure  a  majo¬ 
rity  in  both  houfes  of  parliament ;  the  act  was 
palfed,  and  received  the  royal  affent.  The  ftate 
of  affairs  and  prevailing  dilpofition  at  this  time 
filled  many  of  the  diffenters,  particularly,  with 
gloomy  apprehenfions.  The  Quakers  (fo  called) 
in  their  epiftle  from  the  yearly  meeting  this  year, 
from  the  prefent  profpect  of  things,  gave  forth 
this  caution  and  exhortation  to  their  friends : 

“  There  feems  at  prefent  to  hang  over  us  a 
“  cloud,  threatening  a  ftorm.  Let  us  all  watch 
“  and  pray,  and  retire  to  our  ftrong  hold  in 
“  our  fpiritual  rock  and  foundation,  which 
“  ftandeth  fure  ;  that  our  God  may  defend, 

“  help 
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£C  help  and  blefs  us,  as  his  peculiar  people,  to 
“  the  end  of  our  days  and  time  here,  and  [with] 
“  the  full  fruition  of  the  heavenly  kingdom 
“  hereafter.” 

The  Queen  was  removed  by  death  the  very 
day  this  act  againfl  fchifm  was  to  take  place, 
whereby  it  was  rendered  ineffectual,  and  the 
princefs  Sophia  having  died  a  little  before  her, 
the  crown,  by  the  aft  of  fettlement,  defcended 
to  her  fon  George,  Prince  Eleftor  of  Brunfwick 
Lunenburgh,  who  was  proclaimed  King  of  Great 
Britain  the  day  that  the  Queen  died. 
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G.  Keith  s  Party  fall  into  Hiffenfions  and  dwindle 
away. — George  Keith  is  fent  in  quality  of  a 
Miffionary  to  America. — His  Endeavours  more 
directed  to  depreciate  the  fiuakers  than  to  re¬ 
commend  Epifcopacy. — His  Interview  with  "John 
Richardfon.  — Thomas  Story  meets  with  him  at 
Shrewjbury. — He  challenges  a  Difpute  with  Sa¬ 
muel  Bownas  Which  being  rejetted— George 
Keith  and  his  confederate  Bradford  afterwards 
combine  together  to  try  if  any  Advantage  can 
be  taken  from  Samuel's  Dottrine,  —  Bradford 
lodges  an  Information  againfi  Samuel. — Who  is 
imprifoned,— Brought  to  Trial ,  but  the  Inditt- 
ment  rejetted  by  the  Grand  fury  .—Confined 
more  cloftly.  At  length  cleared  by  P reclamation. 
—George  Keith  returns  to  England  and  obtains  a 
Living  in  Suffiex. — Becomes  uneafy  to  his  Pa- 
rifhioners  about  their  Tithes. 

THE  party  who  had  been  drawn  afide  by  c  H  A 
George  Keith,  were  by  this  time  greatly  reduc-  XVI11* 
ed  in  numbers,  during  his  prefence  amonerft  J 
them,  and  for  fome  time  after  he  left  them,  o. E-t, 
actuated  by  that  fpirit  of  envy  and  bitternefs,  Party 
under  the  influence  whereof  they  had  fallen  out&w 

with 
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nuflionary 


c  h  A  p.  wRh  their  quondam  friends,  and  detached  them- 
XVI11-  felves  into  a  feparate  fociety,  they  continued  to 
treat  the  body  from  which  they  had  feparated 
with  great  aiperity,  and  to  be  very  troublefome 
to  them  in  their  religious  aflemblies  and  elfe- 
where.  Bat  in  a  few  years  they  fell  into  divifion 
and  diflenfion  amongft  themfelves,  whereby  they 
were  diverted  from  their  molefling  of  friends, 
to  gratify  their  lull  of  contention  in  bitter  al¬ 
tercations  with  each  other.  Thus  difunited,  their 
l'ociety  difiolved,  their  meeting  dwindled  away, 
and  in  fix  or  feven  years  their  name  as  a  fe£t 
funk  into  oblivion.  George  Keith  in  the  mean 
time  had  arrived  in  New  England  in  quality  of 
to  America,  milfionary,  and,  together  with  one  John  Talbot, 
had  received  letters  of  recommendation  from  the 
fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in  foreign 
parts,  to  make  what  converts  they  could  in 
thofe  provinces. 

Notwithstanding  he  had  given  great  expecta¬ 
tions  from  his  influence  amongft  his  partifans 
and  others,  of  bringing  over  many  from  the  Qua¬ 
kers  and  other  difienters  to  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  at  his  return  gave  fuch  a  flattering 
account  of  his  embafly,  that  it  was  faid  he  had 
brought  comfort  to  the  church  ;  yet  in  fact  he 
was  very  unfuccefsful  in  anfwering  the  defign  of 
his  million.  At  his  leaving  his  adherents  in 
Penfylvania,  he  had  hinted  to  them,  b  if  they 
fhould  hear  of  his  preaching  amonglt  the  pref-  - 
byterians  or  independents  they  fhould  not  term 
him  an  apoltate  for  that  ;  but  if  ever  they  Ihould  , 
hear  of  his  putting  on  the  canonical  robe,  and 
uniting  with  the  church  of  England,  he  would 
give  them  leave  to  fix  that  denomination  upon 

him. 
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him.  When,  therefore,  he  returned  to  Ante-  chap. 
tica  in  the  character  and  habit  of  a  clergyman  of  xvm* 
that  church,  he  effe&ually  loll  all  his  interefl  *■ 
and  influence  with  his  former  adherents;  both  I/OU 
thofe  who  had  withdrawn  after  him  from  the 
people  called  Quakers,  and  the  Baptills  who  had 
adhered  to  him,  were  quite  lhy  of  him  ;  and  of¬ 
fended  with  him,  for  leading  them  into  a  fecef- 
fion,  and  thus  deferting  them. 

His  principal  exertions  were  not  I  apprehend 
in  Penfylvania,  where  he  was  known  and  now 
generally  flighted  ;  but  in  New  England,  and  on 
that  fide  where  the  people  were  greater  ftran- 
gers  to  his  former  transactions  there ;  and  (till 
more  directed  to  difturb  the  Quakers  (fo  called)  He  endca- 
in  their  meetings,  and  by  his  accultomed  falfe  vnu,rs  mor,i 
accufations  to  make  them  appear  odious,  than  date  the 
to  render  the  church  of  England  amiable,  or.?Haker,, 
purfue  rational  mealures  to  reconcile  diflenters  commend 
thereto.  His  refentment  againil  this  fociety,  ^VofTpif- 
firft  for  rejecting  him  as  a  ruler,  and  afterward,  copacy. 
as  a  member,  Hill  predominated  in  his  mind, 
agitated  him  inwardly,  and  aggravated  his  un- 
reafonable  prejudice  ;  under  the  impulfe  where¬ 
of  his  endeavours  were  more  employed  to  vex 
and  harrafs  the  Quakers,  than  to  propagate  the 
gofpel  amonglt  them,  or  any  other  body  of 
people. 

He  feems  very  much  to  have  made  it  his  bu- 
finefs  to  appoint  his  meetings  or  places  of 
preaching,  at  the  times  and  places  where  the 
people  called  Quakers  held  their  general  meet¬ 
ings  ;  or  where  llrangcrs  of  that  fociety,  came  to 
thofe  parts,  in  which  he  was,  in  the  courfc  of 

Vol.  IV.  K  their 
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c  H  A  p.  their  religious  vifits.  s  John  Richardfon  of  Bur- 
lington  in  Yorkffiire,  a  well  qualified  minifter, 
1701.  and  a  man  deeply  experienced  in  the  work  of 
religion,  was  at  this  time  travelling  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  came  to  Lynn  to  their  monthly  meeting, 
and  was  there  informed  of  George  Keith’s  in¬ 
tention  to  be  at  that  meeting,  which  gave  him 
lome  concern,  under  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
interruption  his  prefence  might  give  to  the  folem- 
nity  of  the  meeting  ;  he  advifed  to  be  fwift  to 
hear  and  flow  to  fpeak,  as  George  Keith  had  a 
life  in  difputation. 

His  inter-  The  evening  preceding  the  meeting,  George  * 
John Ri-h  Keith  came  to  the  houfe  where  John  Richardfon 
ihardfon.  lodged,  with  a  pried;  and  a  great  number  of 
people  along  with  him,  and  began  railing  ex¬ 
ceedingly  againd:  friends,  in  infult  to  the  Gran¬ 
ger  :  And  then  in  vain  exultation  exclaimed, 

Is  here  a  man  that  is  a  fcholar  ?  Is  here  a  man 
that  nnderjlands  the  languages  amongst  you  ?  If  fo, 

I  will  difpute  with  him.  To  this  boafting  chal¬ 
lenge  John  Richardfon  replied,  “  It  was  pro- 
“  bable  that  the  Englifh  language  was  mod:  ge- 
“  nerally  underflood,  and  ufed  amongfl  that 
“  people,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  mod;  fuita- 
“  ble  to  converfe  in.”  Then  George  Keith  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  magnify  the  dignity  of  his  office, 

44  that  he  was  come  in  the  Queen’s  name  to  ga- 
“  ther  the  Quakers  from  Quakerifm  to  the  mo- 
“  ther  church,  the  good  old  church  of  Eng- 
“  land;”  threatening  the  next  day  to  convict 
them  of  errors ,  here/ies ,  damnable  doctrines  and 
blafphemies :  Adding,  44  look  tQ  anfwer  for  your- 

“  felves, 

1  John  Richardfon’s  journal. 
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*4  felves,  for  if  you*  do  not,  the  auditorv  mud  c  H  A  p- 
44  conclude,  what  I  advance  againlt  you  is  true.”  xvin* 
John  Richardfon  roui'ed  at  this  infulting  menace, 
faid  to  him,  44  this  is  the  fruit  of  malice  and 
44  envy,  and  thou  art  unto  us,  but  as  a  heathen 
44  man,  and  a  publican.” 

The  next  day  George  came  to  the  meeting, 
where  he  repeated  the  purport  of  his  embaffy, 
and  his  threats  in  the  fame  terms  as  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening.  John  Richardfon,  in  reply,  laid 
open  to  the  people  aflembled  his  conduct ;  the 
proceedings  of  the  fociety  in  relation  to  him  ; 
to  which  George  made  no  objection  ;  but  conti¬ 
nuing  quiet,  the  meeting  was  held  peaceably  and 
to  edification,  John  Richardfon  appearing  in  the 
miniftry,  and  beginning  with  thefe  words,  Af¬ 
ter  the  manner  that  you  call  herefy  do  zee  worjhip 
the  God  of  cur  fathers ,  believing  all  things  that 
are  written  concerning  fefus  Chrift ,  both  as  to  his 
Godhead  and  manhood.  The  people  were  atten¬ 
tive  and  well  fatisfied  ;  and  George  Keith  owned 
44  he  had  been  refrefhed  in  that  meeting,  hav- 
44  ing  heard  many  found  truths,  with  fome  er- 
44  rors  ;  but  that  it  was  not  the  common  doftrine 
44  which  the  Quakers  preached.” 

John  Richardfon,  perceiving  that  this  infinua- 
tion  was  intended  to  infufe  an  opinion  into  the 
people  that  the  Quakers  did  not  ufually  preach 
Up  faith  in  the  manhood  of  Chrifir,  to  obviate 
the  elfedts  thereof,  diftinguifhed  upon  it  to  this 
purpofe,  that  it  was  the  lefs  necefiary,  as  being 
a  point  of  faith  univerfally  received  amongfi 
chriftians,  and  as  clearly  demonftrated  by  the 
people  called  Quakers  in  their  teftimonies,  and 
their  writings,  to  be  a  point  of  faith  with  them, 
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c  h  A  P.  as  any  other  people  ;  but  that  as  his  holy  fpirit 
xvm.  is  highly  concerned  in  man’s  falvation,  as  well 
as  what  Chrilt  did  for  us  without  us,  and  this 
*701-  being  yet  a  myftery  to  many  called  chriftians, 
it  had  pleafed  God  to  open  them  in  the  courfe 
of  their  miniftry,  into  the  meaning  and  myftery 
thereof,  and  to  infill  upon  the  latter  more  than 
the  former. 

To  this  George  Keith  made  no  reply,  but 
began  to  exhibit  his  charges,  and  ftepped  up  to 
the  gallery  with  his  paper  in  his  hand.  John 
Richardfon  being  taller,  and  Handing  by  him, 
could  fee  his  quotations  and  paraphrafes  upon 
them,  on  which  he  told  him,  “  that  he  offered 
“  violence  to  that  fenfe  and  underftanding  which 
cc  God  had  given  him,  and  knew  in  his  con- 
“  fcience  we  wrere  not  the  people  he  through 
“  envy  endeavoured  to  make  the  people  believe 
“  us  to  be.”  The  meeting  foon  after  broke  up, 
and  terminated  the  controverfy  for  that  time. 

They  met  again  in  Rhode-Ifland,  and  after- 
wards  at  Flulhing  in  Long-Ifland  ;  but  he  gave 
friends  little  trouble  in  either :  For  at  the  latter, 
particularly  John  Rodman  of  that  place,  having 
got  intelligence  that  George  had  by  fome  means 
poffefied  himfelf  of  50I.  out  of  a  confiderable 
legacy  left  by  Col.  Weft  to  poor  friends  of 
London,  which  was  ordered  to  be  paid  over  to 
fome  faithful  friends  of  that  city,  and  it  being 
proved  upon  him  that  he  had  received  the  faid 
fum  and  never  accounted  for  it,  in  wrong  of  the 
poor,  he  was  flighted  by  molt  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  friends,  and  this  detection  of  his  un¬ 
fair  dealing  fo  blocked  up  his  way  that  friends 
had  little  trouble  with  him  in  that  quarter. 


The 
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The  next  friend  who  fell  in  with  him  on  his  chap. 
travels  was  Thomas  Story  from  Carlifle.  He  xviii. 
being  come  in  the  courfe  of  his  vifit  to  Shrewf- 
bury  in  Eafl  Jerfey,  informs  us,  that  George  Th'0l°*' 
Keith,  in  company  with  his  fellow  miffionary,  story,  the 
Talbot,  came  to  Shrewfbury  at  the  time  of  the  n^ts with 
yearly  meeting  held  there  for  that  province  :  On  g.  Keith, 
the  firfh  day  of  which  he  fent  by  laid  Talbot  an 
advertifement  to  the  meeting,  44  That  he  pur- 
44  pofed  to  have  a  meeting  at  a  houfe  in  the 
44  town,  to  begin  at  the  eleventh  hour  the  next 
44  day,  then  and  there  to  deteft  out  of  the  books 
<c  of  authors  approved  among  the  Quakers, 

44  divers  vile  errors,  contrary  to  the  Chriflian 
44  faith,  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
44  Chriftian  religion.”  And  challenging  friends 
as  before,  44  to  come  and  anfwer  for  themfelves, 

44  or  he  would  judge  his  quotations  and  remarks 
44  to  be  true,  and  a  demonflration  to  all  intel- 
44  ligent  people  that  he  had  not  wronged  them.” 

Where  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve  his  fubtle 
management  in  appointing  his  meeting  about 
the  middle  time  of  friends  meeting,  when  it 
was  moll  likely  they  might  feel  themfelves  more 
comfortably  and  better  employed  than  to  defert 
their  own  meeting  of  folemn  worlhip  to  perplex 
themfelves  with  his  invidious  cavils :  They  re¬ 
turned  him  anfwer,  44  That  being  to  them  as  a 
44  Heathen  or  a  Publican,  they  continued  to  reject 
44  him,  defpifing  all  his  works  of  envy  and 
44  revenge ;  that  as  he  had  begun  in  print,  they 
44  fhould  (as  hitherto)  anfwer  him  in  that  way, 

44  as  leaft  liable  to  mifur.derflanding  and  mifre- 
44  prefentations.” 


Soon 
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chap.  Soon  after  this  Samuel  Bownas  from  Weft- 
xviii.  moreland  landed  in  Maryland,  and  almofl  im- 

v — mediately  after  received  the  following  note  : 

1 702. 

G.  Keith 
challenges 

Bownas  to  <4  C^°  t^>e  PREACHER  lately  arrived,  from 
depute.  44  England. 

44  Sir, 

4£  I  intend  to  give  notice  after  ferrnon,  that 
44  you  and  myfelf  are  to  difpute  to-morrow,  and  ' 
44  would  have  you  give  notice  thereof  accord* 
44  ingly. 

44  Sir,  I  am  your  humble  fervant, 

44  George  Keith. 

44  Dated  the  1  ft  Sunday 

44  in  Auguft,  1702.” 

Samuel  being  previoufly  engaged  to  go  for¬ 
ward  to  an  appointed  meeting,  in  company  with 
a  confiderable  number  of  friends,  would  have 
taken  no  notice  of  an  unprovoked  challenge ; 
but  being  told  Keith  would  call  the  country 
together  and  make  much  noife  about  it,  as  if 
they  were  afraid  of  meeting  him,  and  urging 
Samuel  to  write  him  an  anfwer,  he  accordingly 
■wrote  to  the  following  effedt : 

44  George  Keith, 

Samuel’s  “  I  have  received  thine,  and  think  myfelf 
44  no  way  obliged  to  take  notice  of  one  who 

44  hath 
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“  hath  been  fo  very  mutable  in  his  pretences  C  h  a  F 
“  to  religion  ;  befide,  as  thou  haft  been  long  XVI11, 

“  fince  difowned,  after  due  admonition  'given 
“  thee  by  our  yearly  meeting  for  thy  quarrel-  11°i- 
“  fome  and  irregular  practices,  thou  art  not 
“  worthy  of  my  notice,  being  no 'more  to  me 
M  than  an  Heathen  man  and  publican. 

“  Samuel  Bownas.” 

George  Keith  and  Samuel  met  fundry  times 
in  their  travels  in  thofe  parts,  but  had  little 
difcourfe  or  debate  with  each  other  :  But  when 
he  came  into  Long-Ifland,  a  meeting  being  ap¬ 
pointed  for  him  at  a  village  called  Hempftead, 
here  he  met  with  George  Keith  again,  and 
William  Bradford  his  late  printer  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  :  Thefe  two  combining  together,  Bradford 
was  fent  to  the  meeting  to  fee  if  any  advantage 
could  be  taken  of  his  dodlrine. 

He  came  accordingly,  and  when  Samuel  ftood 
up  to  fpeak,  he  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a  fmall 
book,  with  pen  and  ink,  fteadfaftly  ftaring  in 
his  face  to  try  to  put  him  out  of  countenance,  but 
in  vain :  He  then  wrote  a  little,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinued  alternately  eflaying  to  write,  and  to  daunt 
him  by  his  ftaring  ;  but  Samuel  feeling  that 
animating  virtue  which  bore  him  up  above  re-  fjrd^u0 
garding  his  attempts,  went  through  with  the  the  meting 
fubjecl  matter  before  him  :  When  he  had  done,  advantage ' 1 
Bradford  ftood  up  with  this  interrogatory, could  be 
<c  Will  you  ftand  by  thefe  do&rines  in  public  samuer* 

“  that  have  been  now  preached  ?”  To  which  doftril'c- 
John  Rodman  replied,  “  William,  thou  knoweft 
ft  what  our  friend  hath  been  concerned  to  fpeak 

“  about 
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CHAP. c<  about  this  day  are  fuch  points  as  have  been 
xviii.  “  argued  over  and  over,  and  as  the  controverfy 
“  hath  been  fome  years  in  print,  it  is  needlefs 
1702.  «  at  this  time  to  reduce  it  to  a  verbal  difputa- 
<e  tion.”  But  not  being  fatisfied  without  re¬ 
ceiving  Samuel’s  anfwer,  he  told  him  his  ques¬ 
tion  being  more  for  contention  than  edification, 
he  did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  anfwer  it, 
efpecially  to  one  who  for  his  contentious  and 
diforderly  behaviour,  after  tender  admonition 
rejected  by  him,  had  been  difowned  ;  and  for  this 
reafon  Samuel  Said,  I  have  no  more  to  fay  to  theei 
Bradford  upon  this  turned  away  in  great  wrath, 
threatening  Samuel  Jhould  hear  of  it  another 
way. 

In  his  teflimony  Samuel  had  fallen  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  ceremonies,  particularly  thofe  of  bap- 
tifm  and  the  ufe  of  bread  and  wine,  called  the 
Lord’s  Supper  ;  and  as  it  feems  endeavoured  to 
Shew  their  insufficiency  to  falvation  of  themfelves, 
according  to  the  manner  of  the  adminiftration 
thereof,  either  by  the  Papifts,  the  Church  of 
England  or  Diffenters. 

Keith,  and  Bradford  from  his  notes,  trumped 
up  a  long  affidavit,  and  Bradford  attefted  it 
before  two  juftices ;  and  then  another  evidence 
being  requifite,  they  met  with  a  young  man  who 
had  been  at  the  meeting,  from  whom  Keith 
extorted  fome  expreffions  he  had  heard  fpoken, 
which  having  done  they  threatened  him  with 
dreadful  confequences  if  he  would  not  come  in 
and  give  evidence ;  therefore,  through  fear,  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  give  his  evidence  upon 
oath  in  the  words  George  Keith  had  got  from 
him  by  guile. 


Having 
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Having  brought  matters  to  this  iffue,  they  chap. 
procured  a  warrant  to  apprehend  him,  and  put  xvm. 
a  flop  to  his  travelling ;  for  he  was  informed  v — > 
that  Keith  had  propofed  the  making  a  law  to  1 7°2. 
reftrain  friends  from  travelling,  only  to  their  informs  a- 
own  meetings  ;  for  it  was  the  travelling  preach-  g-infl  him- 
ers  that  kept  the  Quakers  compacted  together. 

This  by  bigots  was  approved  as  a  likely  method 
to  put  a  itop  to  their  increafe,  but  by  men  of 
moderation  treated  with  the  contempt  it  de- 
ferved.  The  warrant  being  procured  and  de¬ 
livered  to  the  fheriff,  he  arrefted  him  the  next 
day  in  the  meeting  at  Flulhing,  being  the  half 
year’s  meeting  for  New  York  government ;  but 
being  a  man  of  a  lefs  implacable  difpofition 
than  the  profecutors,  he  flayed  the  meeting  ;  s.  Bowna* 
and  after  the  meeting  was  over,  having  a  con- arrefted- 
ference  with  fome  of  his  friends,  he  was  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  give  him  his  liberty  till  the  fifth 
day  of  the  week,  which  gave  him  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  attend  the  remaining  meetings  to  the 
end  of  the  faid  half  year’s  meeting,  in  which 
he  had  good  fervice,  to  the  general  fatisfaclion 
of  crouded  auditories. 

The  meeting  being  ended,  he  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  jultices,  accompanied  by  feveral  friends, 
and  after  his  examination  and  their  confultation 
among  themfelves,  he  was  called  in  again,  when 
the  clerk  informed  him,  that  tbefe  honourable 
jujlices  have  agreed  that  you  mujl  enter  into 
2000 /.  bail ,  yourfelf  in  icoo /.  and  two  of  your 
friends  500 /.  each ,  or  elfe  be  committed  to  the 
common  jail.  Refufing  to  enter  into  bail,  one  of  the 
juflices  afkcd  him,  if  the  fum  was  too  large,  he 
replied,  “  If  as  lmall  a  fum  as  three -halfpence 

“  would 
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chap.  “  would  do,  I  fhould  not  do  it,  iC  being  of 
xviii.  “  fuch  a  nature  as  I  could  by  no  means  com- 
^  J  “  ply  with.”  Jonathan  Whitehead,  one  of  the 
1~°2’  juftices,  was  very  friendly,  wanted  him  to  be 
fet  at  liberty,  offered  himfelf  for  bail,  and  took 
him  to  his  houfe  that  night,  where  he  was  very 
kindly  entertained.  The  next  dav  he  was  ferrt 
to  jail  with  the  following  mittimus  : 

“  Queen’s  7  g  g  Jofeph  Smith,  Efq;  Ed- 
“  County  3  ‘  ‘  ward  Burrows,  Efq;  John 

“  Smith,  Efq;  and  Jonathan  Whitehead,  Efq; 
“  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  Queen’s 
“  County. 

“  To  the  high  fheriff  of  the  Queen’s  County, 
“  greeting. 

commit* °f  “  )'ou  herewithal  the  body  of  Sa- 

mcnt.  muel  Bownas,  a  Quaker,  brought  before  us 

“  this  day,  and  charged  with  fpeaking  fcanda- 
“  lous  lies  of,  and  reflections  againft  the  church 
“  of  England,  as  by  law  eftablifhed,  and  other 
“  mifdemeanours  by  him  done  and  fpoken  at  a 
“  public  alfembly  in  Tdampftead  in  this  county, 
tc  on  the  21ft  dav  of  this  inftant  November. 

j 

tc  And  therefore  thefe  are  in  behalf  of  her  Ma- 
“  jefty  to  command  you,  that  immediately  you 
“  receive  the  faid  Samuel  Bownas,  and  him 
fafely  keep  in  the  common  jail  of  this  county, 
“  until  he  ftiall  be  thence  delivered  by  the  due 
“  courfe  of  her  Majefty’s  laws.  Dated  under 
our  hands  and  feals  at  Jemeca  this  30th  day 
f*  of  November,  in  the  fecond  year  of  the 

“  reign 
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**  reiRn  of  our  fovereign  lady  Anne,  kc.  An-  c 
c  nocp  Dom.  1702. 

“  Joseph  Smith, 

“  Edward  Burrows, 

“  John  Smith, 

“  Jonathan  Whitehead.” 

This  proceeding  may  appear  frrange  at  this 
time,  as  being  fupported  by  no  exilting  law, 
and  a  violation  of  the  ad  of  toleration  ; but  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  at  this  very  time  the  high 
church  party  were  fo  confiderable  a  body  In 
the  parliament  of  England,  that  they  had  pro- 
cured  an  ad  againft  occafional  conformity  ;  and 
manifefted  their  enmity  to  diffenters  by  an  acri¬ 
mony  which  indicated  their  propenfity  to  perfe- 
cution,  and  was  by  many  looked  upon  as  a  ftep 
to  a  repeal  of  the  ad  of  toleration. 

It  was  at  the  fame  time  the  lot  of  New  York 
to  be  governed  by  a  principal  of  this  party. 
Lord  Cornbury,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
was  governor  of  this  province,  who  aduated  by 
an  hereditary  zeal  for  the  hierarchy,  and  averfioii 
to  non-conformifts,  had  in  an  arbitrary  man¬ 
ner  filenced  fundry  prefbyterian  preachers,  and 
placed  churchmen  in  their  room,  and  on  many 
occafions  manifefted  an  inimical  difpofition  to 
dilTenters  in  general,  and  an  inclination  to  re¬ 
vive  fevere  meafures  againft  them  ;  taking  liber¬ 
ties  in  this  remote  province,  which  would  as 
yet  have  hardly  been  allowed  or  endured  at 
home.  Cornbury  favoured  the  profecution, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  profpect  of  his 
xviii.  countenance  thereto  encouraged  thefe  ill-defign- 
ing  men  to  make  the  attempt  in  his  govern- 
17021  ment,  which  they  could  expect  little  fuccefs  in 
attempting  elfewhere.  Governors  are  feldom  at 
a  lofs  to  find,  or  to  model  magiftrates  to  com¬ 
ply  with  or  promote  their  meafures.  The 
judges,  particularly  Bridges  the  chief  juftice, 
accommodating  themfelves  to  the  governor’s  in¬ 
tentions,  in  imitation  of  our  judges  in  king 
Charles  the  fecond’s  reign,  direfted  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  get  him  convicted  right  or 
wrong. 

But  although  the  judges  were  of  this  call, 
the  temper  of  the  times  was  confiderably  changed, 
fo  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  get  juries  equally  ob- 
fequious  with  thofe  of  that  sera.  Where  men 
thought  for  themfelves,  and  were  influenced  by 
the  impulfe  of  their  own  confciences,  they 
were  not  fo  eafily  warped  by  the  partial  inftruc- 
Biii  of  in-  tions  of  the  bench.  When  Samuel  Bownas  had 
diament  been  about  three  months  in  prifon,  a  fpecial 
againft  him,  commiflion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  was  ifiued  to 
j-tjedt&d^by  jQ^n  Bridges,  chief  juftice,  and  other  juftices. 
]!iry?ran  A  bill  of  indictment  was  fent  to  the  grand 
jury  againft  Samuel,  who  had  prepared  reafons 
to  fet  Bradford’s  evidence  afide,  and  the  fame 
being  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  they  had  fuch 
weight  with  them,  that  they  returned  the  bill 
endorfed,  Ignoramus ,  at  which  difappointment 
the  judge  was  greatly  incenfed,  and  treated  the 
grand  jury  with  indecent  afperity,  addrefling 
them  in  this  paflionate  language  : 

“  Gentlemen,  furely  you  have  forgot  your 
“  oaths,  and  for  10  doing  I  could  give  you  fome 

“  hard 
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£C  hard  names,  but  at  prefent  (hall  forbear.  Is  c  hap. 
‘‘  this  your  verdict  againfl  the  Quaker  ?  xvm. 

“  Foreman.  It  is,  Sir.  v — v — ■> 

“  Judge.  I  demand  your  reafons.  1702. 

“  Janies  Clement ,  a  juryman.  We  are  fworn 
“  to  keep  the  Queen’s  fecrets,  our  fellows  and 
££  our  own,  and  therefore  we  declare  no  rea- 
“  fons. 

“  Judge.  Now  Mr.  Wifeman  fpeaks,  but  I 
“  can  tell  you,  you  are  not  fo  fworn ;  and  I 
“  could  find  in  my  heart  to  lay  you  by  the 
“  heels,  and  a  fine  on  the  reft  of  vour 
“  brethren.” 

Ihe  judge  finding  his  threats  ineffectual  with 
men  who  knew  they  flood  on  conflitutional 
ground,  and  therefore  difregarded  them,  chang¬ 
ed  his  r^de  of  addrefs,  and  begged  them  to 
take  back  the  bill,  and  refume  the  confidera- 
tion  thereof,  which  they  did,  but  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  by  menaces  or  by  flattery  to 
alter  their  verdict,  which  exafperated  the  judge  hi*  ;mpr;. 
to  that  degree,  that  he  gave  flricl  orders  for  the  lament 
prifoner  to  be  confined  more  clofely  than  before,  more'Xfc- 
threatening,  that  as  juftice  cannot  be  hereh- 
come  at,  he  would  fend  him  to  London  chained 
to  the  man  of  war’s  deck,  like  other  vile  cri-Thr;atened 
minals,  with  his  crimes  and  mifdemeanours 
along  with  him.  Samuel  being  a  young  man,  chaLs, 
little  verfed  in  the  law,  or  the  knowledge  of  the 
conflitutional  power  of  the  judge,  was*grcatly 
deje&ed  at  the  report  of  this  menace,  doubting 
how  far  he  might  be  able  to  fupport  fo  difgrace- 
ful  and  fo  humiliating  a  punifhment  with  the 
decorum  fuiting  the  dignity  of  the  caufe  for 
which  he  fuffered.  His  friends  had  left  him 

alone. 
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chap,  alone,  and  he  had  loll  his  faith,  which  was  worfe 
xviii.  than  being  left  alone.  His  defpondency  was  fo 
great,  that  he  thought  himfelf  the  mod  wretched 
l7OJ-  among  men,  and  fcarcely  able  to  live  under  it. 
which  In  this  condition  he  received  a  vifit  from  Thomas 
caufcs  him  Hicks,  an  antient  man,  vdio  had  borne  the  office 
courage-'  of  chief  juflice  in  the  province  fome  years,  and 
meat,  was  Well  verfed  in  the  laws,  who  gave  him  great 
encouragement,  by  alluring  him  the  judge  could 
not  put  his  menace  in  execution,  for  that  every 
criminal  mud  be  tried  where  the  caufe  of  aCtion 
lies  ;  but  that  the  judge  and  governor  alfo  were 
aifguded  by  being  frudrated  in  their  dengns. 
Had,  faid  he,  the  Prelbyterians  flood  as  you 
have  done,  they  had  not  fo  tamely  left  their 
meeting-houfes  to  the  church.  The  difcourfe  of 
this  honed  man  w^as  the  means  of  ren  &ing  his 
faith,  and  of  raifing  him  from  the  date  of  de¬ 
jection  in  which  he  found  himfelf  -before. 

Hc  de- .  Being  advifed  to  demand  his  liberty  as  his 
liberty  and  right  by  law,  he  did  fo,  both  of  the  judge,  and 
refuted.  afterwards  by  petition  to  the  governor,  but  it 
was  arbitrarily  refufed.  They  were  refolved, 
they  faid,  not 'to  be  fo  baffled  by  the  country, 
but"  they  wrould  bring  him  to  judice.  Keith 
printed  fome  ffleets,  in  pretence  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  aggravating  the  cafe  to  the 
lit  mod  5  but  it  had  a  tendency  to  open  their 
eves,  more  to  difcover  his  envy  and  vindictive 
fpirit  againd  the  Quakers  in  general,  and  the 
prifoner  in  particular,  than  to  coniince  them  of 
the  judice  of  their  proceedings. 

He  was  now  clofely  confined  in  a  fmall  room 
made  of  logs?  which  had  been  proteded  againd 

as  an  unlawful  prifon  two  years  before,  and 

his 
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his  friends  denied  to  vifit  him.  But  here  we  C  h  a  p. 
meet  with  a  frelh  inltance  of  the  care  that  relied  xvm. 
upon  thefe  dilinterefted  men,  not  to  make  the  ' — 
gofpel  chargeable.  Not  knowing  how  long  his  l7°z- 
impriionment  might  continue,  he  became  very 
thoughtful,  what  method  to  take  for  fupporting 
himfelf,  and  it  was  fuggefled  to  his  mind  to  try  He  j. 
if  he  could  learn  to  make  Ihoes ;  and  meeting  to  make 
with  a  good-natured  man  of  that  craft,  he  made 
propofal  to  him  for  inltructing  him  in  the  art,  Pnlon- 
at  the  fame  time  acquainting  him  with  his  rea- 
lbn  for  fo  doing ;  he  replied,  “  It  is  very  ho- 

nourable  in  you,  but  if  one  of  our  minifters 
“  were  in  the  like  fituation,  they  would  look 
“  upon  it  as  a  difparagement  to  take  up  fo  mean 
“  an  occupation yet  he  acknowledged,  if 
Samuel  could  earn  his  bread  with  his  own 
hands,  it  was  moll  agreeable  to  Paul’s  practice. 

Samuel  quickly  made  lo  much  proficiency  in 
the  art,  that  he  procured  thereby  more  than  a 
fufficiency  for  his  fupport,  which  was  not  only 
conducive  to  make  the  time  of  his  confinement 
lefs  irkfome,  but  adminiltered  abundant  eafe  to 
his  mind,  in  the  reflection  of  being  enabled  to 
procure  a  fupport  by  the  labour  of  his  own 
hands  without  charge  to  his  friends,  fome  of 
whom  were  uneafy,  fuppofing  it  might  appear 
dilhonourable  in  them  to  fuffer  it;  but  others 
apprehending  it  a  great  honour  to  the  caufe  of 
the  gofpel,  rejoiced  that  he  lucceeded  fo 
well. 

He  was  detained  in  prifon  about  nine  months  1703- 
longer  ;  and  about  the  beginning  of  the  eighth 
month  1703,  the  Iheriff  received  an  order  to 
lummon  another  jury,  to  try  their  fuccefs  a  fe- 

cond 
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living  in 
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cond  time.  He  had  private  inftructions  to  pro¬ 
cure  fuch  a  jury  as  might  be  likely  to  anfwer 
their  purpofe,  which  he  (hewed  Samuel  with 
marks  of  abhorrence,  affuring  him  he  would 
never  do  it.  So  the  jury  being  fairly  named, 
and  the  indictment  fent  to  them,  they  look¬ 
ed  upon  it  too  frivolous  to  engage  their  fe- 
rious  attention,  and  returned  it,  as  their  prede- 
ceffors  had  done,  Ignoramus.  He  was  next 
brought  into  court,  and  nothing  appearing 
againfl:  him,  he  was  difeharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion.  Not  only  his  friends,  who  came  from 
moft  parts  of  the  ifland  to  wait  the  iffue  of  his 
trial,  but  the  people  in  general,  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  rejoiced  at  his  acquittal  and  difeharge, 
after  being  invidioufly  imprifoned,  and  arbitra¬ 
rily  detained  in  prifon  twelve  months  wanting 
about  three  weeks. 

Thefe  fpecimens  of  George  Keith’s  conduct 
in  the  capacity  of  a  miflionary,  manifeft  it  to  be 
chiefly  directed  to  vent  his  deep  refentment 
againfl:  the  Quakers,  whereby  inftead  of  pro¬ 
moting,  he  in  a  great  meafure  defeated  the  end 
of  his  miflion  ;  for  his  unreafonable  •  prejudice 
and  unprovoked  enmity  were  fo  obvious,  that 
inftead  of  bringing  an  odium  on  the  Quakers, 
as  he  deflgned,  he  brought  great  diferedit  and 
great  diflike  of  his  proceedings  from  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  people  upon  himfelf,  fo  that  he 
(hut  up  his  own  way  from  making  many  profe- 
lytes  amongfl  them. 

He  fpent  fomething  more  than  twelve  months 
in  the  itinerant  exercife  of  his  new  funflion, 
and  returned  by  way  of  Virginia  to  England, 
where  he  obtained  the  benefice  of  Edberton  in 

Suftex 
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Suffex,  and  there  he  continued  his  writings  and  chap. 
inve&ives  againfl  his  former  friends ;  but  his  xvm. 
reftlefs  temper  was  not  fully  fatisfied  with  vent- 
ing  his  paffion  againfl  them.  It  was  not  lono-  1703. 
before  he  began  to  fall  out  with  his  parifhioners 
about  their  tithes*.  Not  content  with  the  accuf- 
tomed  income  of  his  parifh,  which  was  reported 
to  exceed  100I.  per  annum,  he  would  fome-  He  become, 
times  take  the  tithes  in  kind ;  fometimes  let  uneaff to 
them  to  others  to  take  in  kind,  meditating  and^'S^w 
trying  every  method  to  raife  the  income  to  the theirtitlK** 
utmofl,  and  extending  his  claim  to  the  minuted: 
articles,  even  to  the  tenth  of  the  eggs  of  one 
hen,  and  of  the  fcanty  crops  of  garden  roots  of 
the  poorefl  inhabitants  of  his  parifh,  by  which 
he  eflranged  the  affections  of  his  hearers,  who 
were  quite  difgufled  at  fuch  inflances  of  his  ava¬ 
rice  and  his  meannefs. 

That  he  was  upon  ill  terms  with  his  pa¬ 
rifhioners  further  appears  from  hence,  that  be¬ 
ing  affeCted  with  lamenefs  and  infirmity  for 
three  years  before  his  deceafe,  and  difabled 
from  walking  to  the  place  of  worfhip,  he  was 
prefented  by  his  parifhioners  for  divers  nedects  * 

Vol.  IV.  L  °  f0; 

Ihefe  anecdotes  of  George  Keith  during  his  incum¬ 
bency  at  Edberton  are  taken  from  fome  memoirs  of  John 
Snafhall,  who  lived  in  that  neighbourhood,  viz.  at  or  near 
Hurfl-pierpoint  in  Suflex,  who  wrote  them  either  of  his  own 
knowledge  or  from  the  information  of  his  neighbours,  who 
reported  them  as  truth  from  their  knowledge  of  the  fadts. 

John  Snafhall  is  charadterized  by  his  friends  as  a  man  of  a 
very  loving  and  courteous  difpofition  to  all  :  In  charity  uni- 
verfal,  and  a  good  and  kind  neighbour  ;  and  being  a  religious 
man,  was  doubtlefs  a  man  of  veracity.  Thefe  memoirs  he 
left  in  mannfcript,  which  were  preferred  in  the  family,  and 
communicated  to  me  by  Jeremiah  Waring,  junior. 
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chap,  for  letting  the  parfonage-houfe  go  to  decay  for 
xvin.  want  of  neceffary  repairs  ;  for  not  going  to 
' — v — >  preach  himfelf  at  the  proper  feafons,  nor  hiring 
«7<>3-  a  curate  to  officiate  in  his  head.  In  Ihort,  he 
had  fo  indulged  his  propenfity  to  contention, 
that  he  could  hardly  keep  upon  good  terms 
with  any  he  had  to  deal  with,  whereby  he 
became  defpicable  and  difagreeable  in  the  eyes 
of  his  neighbours ;  many  of  whom  would  de¬ 
clare,  they  fhould  be  glad  that  the  Quakers 
would  take  him  back  again,  fo  that  they  might 
be  rid  of  fo  reftlefs  a  fpirit.  Like  the  fait 
that  had  loft  its  favour,  and  was  thenceforth 
good  for  nothing  but  to  be  caft  out  and  be 
trodden  under  feet  of  men. 

Yet  after  all,  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
he  was  favoured,  particularly  near  his  latter 
end,  with  feafons  of  ferious  refledfion,  wherein 
he  viewed  the  peaceful  ftate  of  his  mind  whilft 
in  unity  and  peace  with  the  Quakers  as  brethren, 
»  and  felt  remorfe  under  the  lofs  thereof*.  Pay¬ 
ing  a  viftt  to  a  gentleman  at  Hurftpierpoint, 
and  a  converfation  arifing  concerning  the  Qua¬ 
kers,  he  owned  before  feveral  perfons,  “  That 
«  fince  he  had  left  them  he  had  loft  one  qua- 
“  lification  they  had  among  them,  that  in  their 
tc  religious  meetings  they  could  flop  all  thoughts 
“  which  hindered  their  devotions ,  which  he  very 
“  much  admired  he  could  never  attain  to 
“  fince. ” 

I  have  already  related  from  f  Alexander  Arf- 
cott  the  acknowledgment  George  Keith  made 
to  Richard  Hayler  on  his  death  bed,  which 

paffage 
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paffage  is  alfo  thus  related  by  John  Snafhall  chap. 
aforefaid:  “  The  16th  im0  1 7 fi  George  Keith,  xvm. 

“  as  he  lay  Tick  in  bed,  faid,  that  he  did  believe  v — - ' 

“  if  God  had  taken  him  out  of  the  world  when  l7°3- 
“  be  "went  among  the  Quakers,  and  in  that  pro - 
lc  fejfion,  it  had  been  well  with  him  which 
words  he  fpoke  before  Richard  Hayler  of  Step- 
ning,  who  went  to  fee  George  Keith,  hearing 
he  was  Tick. 

In  order  to  bring  this  difagreeable  fubjeft  to  Reflcdion. 
a  conclufion,  I  am  confiderably  advanced  in 
time,  and  in  the  defcription  of  the  whole  of 
this  man’s  tranfaclions,  I  am  not  confcious  of 
exaggerating  any  circumRance  beyond  a  true 
Rate  thereof,  according  to  the  authorities  of 
cotemporary  writers,  fome  of  whom,  with  my- 
felf,  regret  the  occafion  of  dwelling  upon  the 
fubjecl,  and  exprefs  the  great  refpecl  they  had 
had  for  him  on  account  of  his  qualifications  and 
fervices,  believing  him  to  have  been  a  man 
truly  convinced  and  enlightened,  and  in  a  good 
Rate,  (which  his  aforefaid  confeflions  plainly 
imply),  but  that  through  ambition  and  felf- 
exaltation,  he  fell  away  therefrom ;  it  being 
our  perfuafion,  that  a  righteous  man  may  turn 
from  his  righteoufnefs,  and  that  we  are  no 
longer  fafe  than  whilR  we  are  watchful. 

Now  as  there  have  been  many  bright  ex¬ 
amples  of  virtue  and  pure  religion  exhibited 
in  this  work,  fhewing  what  is  moR  worthy  of 
our  endeavouring  to  attain;  fo  here  we  have 
an  example  of  caution,  what  is  moR  carefully 
to  be  avoided,  in  order  to  preferve  di¬ 
vine  favour,  the  unity  of  the  brethren,  and  re- 
fpedtful  eReem  of  all  good  men  :  A  powerful 

L  2  caution 


148 


HISTORY  of  the 


chap,  caution  not  to  indulge  a  difpofition  afpiring 
xvin.  above  our  proper  places  in  religious  fociety, 

''  v  but  whatever  our  abilities  or  attainments,  na- 
tural  or  fpiritual,  may  be,  to  keep  in  the  hu¬ 
mility  becoming  dependent  beings,  who  have 
nothing  good,  but  what  they  have  received  from 
the  fountain  of  all  good ;  and  if  we  conceive 
we  have  in  any  refpect  an  advantage  over  fome 
others,  let  us  remember  the  apoftle’s  reafoning, 
“  Who  made  thee  to  differ  from  another,  or 
“  what  haft  thou  that  thou  haft  not  received  ?” 

I  have  ever  looked  upon  it  as  a  great  enor¬ 
mity  to  deck  ourfelves  with  the  Lord’s  jewels, 
to  fuffer  the  talents  and  gifts  beftowed  upon 
us,  (it  may  be  not  for  our  own  fakes,  but  the 
edification  of  the  body),  to  occafion  an  ex¬ 
alted  opinion  of  ourfelves  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  thereof ;  and  ftill  more  enormous  to 
apply  the  place  they  have  given  us  in  the 
eftimation  of  our  friends,  to  the  low  purpofes 
of  promoting  our  own  interefts,  or  feeking  pre¬ 
eminence,  dominion  or  lordfhip  in  fociety. 
May  I,  may  my  brethren  and  fillers  in  profeflion 
and  in  ufefulnefs,  take  warning  from  the  mif- 
carriages  of  others,  and  be  fo  preferved  in 
humility,  circumfpeftion  and  fear,  as  never  to 
exemplify  in  our  conduct  the  expreffion  of  the 
wife  man,  that  pride  goes  before  dejlrudion ,  and 
an  afpiring  fpirit  before  a  fall . 
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'John  EJlaugh  and  Richard  Gove  taken  by  a 
French  Privateer  in  their  Pajfage  to  Barbadoes. 

— Taken  into  Martinico ,  and  Occurrences  there. 

— Thomas  Chalkley  vijits  the  Shawanefe  and 

Seneca  Indians. - William  Penn’s  Epi/lle  to 

the  Settlers  in  Penfylvania. 

JOHN  ESTAUGH  from  Haddenfield,  New  chap, 
Jerfey,  in  company  with  Richard  Gove,  who  xix. 
embarked  at  Philadelphia  this  year,  to  pay  a 
religious  vifit  to  their  friends  in  Barbadoes,  1rpt°4  h 
being  arrived  near  that  Ifland,  the  fhip  was  taken  and  ru  "  ' 
by  a  French  privateer  and  carried  into  Marti-  J 
nico :  They  were  fifteen  days  in  reaching  that  fage  toBar- 
place,  at  which  the  matter  of  the  prize,  on  ['fktTby  a 
board  of  which  thefe  friends  were  detained,  Was  French  pri- 
fo  difturbed,  that  he  faid  the  hand  of  God  was  carried^ 
againft  them ;  and  his  fuperftitious  bigotry  Martinico. 
attributed  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  paflage  to  thefe 
two  ^aflengers,  becaufe  they  frequently  employ¬ 
ed  the  intermediate  time  in  reading  their  bible$, 
which,  therefore,  he  would  fometimes  threaten 
to  throw  overboard.  The  morning  after  their 
arrival  at  Martinico,  an  officer,  attended  by  fome 
perfons  of  feeming  rank  in  the  illand,  came  on 
board,  who  getting  a  fight  of  the  certificates 
which  they  had  received  from  their  refpe&ive 
monthly  meetings,  according  to  the  good  order 
ufed  in  this  fociety,  and  which  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany  interpreted  to  the  reft,  their  friends  therein 

having 
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CHAP,  having  exprefled  their  defire,  ££  that  they  might 
xix.  “  be 'preserved  out  of  the  hands  of  unreafon- 

' — u - -  “  able  men  upon  the  reading  of  this  paffage, 

1704.  fome  of  them  cried  out,  “  fee  now  the  fpirit 
“  hath  deceived  you,  for  you  are  not  pre- 
c£  ferved  as  they  would  have  it.”  One  of  them 
anfwered,  “  the  fpirit  had  not  deceived  them, 
«  that  what  was  mentioned  there  was  the  de- 
ct  fire  of  their  friends  for  them,  and  that  pro- 
££  bably  there  might  be  fome  fervice  for  them 
££  even  there.”  Upon  which  they  continued 
their  humourous  raillery,  crying  out,  “  See 
££  now !  they  are  now  come  to  convert  the 
££  fathers,  we  will  bring  you  together  and  you 
££  fhall  difpute  it  out.”  But  of  the  fathers, 
fo  called,  none  came  near  to  them  except  an 
old  Irifh  prieft,  whofe  province  it  feems  was 
to  endeavour  to  convert  the  prifoners  at  40s. 
a  head  for  every  convert :  The  other  prifoners 
wanted  him  to  difpute  with  the  Quakers,  but 
he  evaded  it  for  fome  time ;  yet  at  length 
entered  into  difcourfe  with  John  Eflaugh,  whom 
he  found  too  well  furnifhed  with  matter  for  him 
to  make  much  impreftion  upon.  He  called  him 
a  heretick ,  and  turned  to  his  companion,  who 
taking  his  bible,  opened  it  in  the  text,  “  be- 
££  ware  of  falfe  prophets:”  Which  provoking 
the  prieft,  he  endeavoured  to  wrench  the  bible 
with  violence  out  of  his  hands,  not  without 
leaving  marks  of  his  violence  behind,  which 
ended  the  difpute ;  but  the  other  prifoners  de¬ 
termined  it  plainly  in  favour  of  the  Quakers, 
with  whom  they  faid  he  was  not  able  to  dif¬ 
pute. 
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The  French  nation  In  general  have  appeared  chap 
more  humane  and  lefs  bigotted  than  molt  others  xixf 
of  the  Romifh  communion.  It  doth  not  appear 
that  thefe  friends,  while  in  their  hands,  fuffered  I7°4- 
at  all  upon  account  of  their  religion,  or  that 
their  confinement  was  very  rigid  ;  they  feem 
to  have  enjoyed  full  liberty  of  holding  meetings, 

I  fuppofe  chiefly  with  Englifh  prifoners, 

Before  they  came  to  the  ifland,  the  proteftant 
prifoners  there,  we  may  prelume,  had  no  mini- 
fter  to  officiate  amonglt  them ;  but  there  was  a 
major  in  one  of  the  Englifh  regiments,  who  had 
been  a  prifoner  there  a  confiderable  time,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  obtain  his  liberty  ;  probably  for 
want  of  a  prifoner  of  equal  rank  in  exchange. 

He  had  been  engaged  in  fupplying  the  place  of  a 
prieft,  by  reading  prayers  two  or  three  times  a 
week  to  his  fellow-prifoners :  But  fince  thefe 
friends  arrived  and  held  their  meetings,  his  au¬ 
ditory  was  confideraly  decreafed,  which  giving 
him  much  uneafinefs,  he  reprimanded  the  people 
fharply  for  going  to  the  Quakers  meetings  ;  but 
ftill  their  meetings  continuing  to  increafe,  he 
determined  at  lalf  to  enter  into  a  difpute  with 
them. 

He  began  with  high  charges,  but  J.  Eftaugh 
replied  with  a  firmnefs  and  freedom  which  pro¬ 
voked  the  major,  inltead  of  arguments  to  ufe 
unhandfome  menaces,  which  the  other  difregard- 
ing,  continued  his  argument  for  the  information 
of  the  auditors,  with  fo  much  prudent  coolnefs 
and  command  of  his  temper,  as  conduced  to  al¬ 
lay  the  paffion  of  his  antagonift  ;  and  as  he  be¬ 
came  moderate,  the  controverfy  grew  more  fatif- 
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factory  :  But  J.  Eftaugh  appearing  better  verfed 
in  the  fcriptures  than  the  major,  and  quoting 
fome  text  which  the  latter  had  no  recolleftion  of, 
he  conceived  an  apprehenfion  that  the  Quakers 
bibles  were  not  the  fame  with  his  ;  but  upon  the 
comparison  finding  them  perfe&ly  to  agree,  and 
that  the  texts  quoted  were  alike  in  both,  he  gave 
up  the  conteft,  grew  friendly,  they  parted  in 
mutual  good-will,  and  he  treated  them  with  much 
civility  and  refpect  during  their  flay  in  that 
ifland. 

When  the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners 
was  fettled,  none  bound  to  or  from  Barbadoes 
were  to  receive  the  benefit  thereof.  But  Jonas 
Langford,  a  friend  of  Antigua,  having  requeft- 
ed  colonel  Byham,  who  went  toMartinico  for  the 
purpofe  of  exchanging  them,  that  if  any  of  his 
friends  were  there,  he  would  ufe  his  intereft  for 
their  releafe  ;  he  at  his  arrival  -  finding  thefe 
friends,  applied  to  the  governor,  and  afked  it  as  a 
favour  from  him,  that  the- two  Quakers,  though 
bound  to  Barbadoes,  might  go  with  him  to  An¬ 
tigua  ;  “  What,  the  two  apoftles,”  faid  the  go¬ 
vernor,  (for  they  had  given  them  that  name  in 
Martinico)  and  he  confented.  So  they  obtained 
their  liberty  after  a  captivity  of  about  two  months, 
in  which  they  thought  they  had  as  great  Service  as 
in  any  other  part  of  their  journey,  although  they 
had  good  fatisfa&ion  in  Antigua,  where  two 
perfons  were  thoroughly  convinced  by  their  mi- 
niftry.  From  Antigua  they  went  by  Bermudas 
to  Barbadoes,  and  having  finilhed  their  Sendee 
there,-  returned  home. 

In  this  year  Thomas  Chalkley  returning  from 
a  vifit  to  friends  in  Maryland,  and  having  a  con¬ 
cern 
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cern  on  his  mind  to  pay  a  religious  vifit  to  the  chap. 
Indians  at  Coneftigo,  laid  his  concern  before  the  xix. 
elders  of  Nottingham  meeting,  with  which  they 
expreffed  their  unity,  and  encouraged  him  to  the 
undertaking.  He  was  joined  by  twelve  or  thir¬ 
teen  more  and  an  interpreter,  who  took  their 
journey  about  fifty  miles  through  the  woods, 
carrying  their  provifions  along  wuth  them.  They 
werq  kindly  received  by  the  Indians,  and  upon 
their  application,  for  the  opportunity  of  a  religi¬ 
ous  meeting,  they  called  a  council,  which  they- 
condu&ed  with  great  gravity,  and  in  their  deli¬ 
beration  expreffed  their  fentiments  coolly  one 
after  another.  Some  of  their  women  being  pre- 
fent,  T.  Chalkley,  who  was  admitted  to  the  coun¬ 
cil,  enquired  of  the  interpreter,  Why  they  intro¬ 
duced  women  into  their  councils  ?  to  wrhich 
he  replied,  fome  women  are  wifer  than  fome 
men.  Obferving  an  antient  grave  woman  wrho 
fpoke  frequently,  it  excited  his  curiofity  to  make 
particular  enquiry  concerning  her.  The  inter¬ 
preter  informed  him  that  fhe  wras  an  emprefs,  and 
a  woman  of  fuch  authority  among  them,  that 
they  undertook  nothing  of  confequence  without 
confulting  her.  That  fhe  then  faid,  fhe  looked 
upon  this  vifit  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  nature, 
as  the  perfons  were  not  come  to  buy  or  fell  or  get 
gain,  but  in  love  and  regard  to  them,  from  a 
dcfire  of  their  well  doing  both  here  and  hereafter, 
and  that  a  meeting  among  them  might  be  be¬ 
neficial  to  their  young  people.  There  were  two 
tribes  of  them,  the  Seneca’s  and  Shawanefe. 

They  had  firft  a  meeting  with  the  Seneca’s, 
who  were  much  affedled  with  wrhat  they  heard 
and  underftood,  and  calling  the  other  tribe  they 
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chap,  interpreted  what  they  had  heard  to  them.  Thefe 
xix.  friends  had  alfo  another  meeting  with  the  Sha- 
wanefe  Indians :  Their  vifit  was  gratefully  ac- 
i7o6.  Cepted,  and  the  Indians  expreffed  their  defire  of 
more  opportunities  of  the  like  kind,  which  it  is 
hoped  divine  providence  will  afford  them.  The 
gofpel  was  preached  to  them  freely,  and  faith  in 
Chrift,  who  was  put  to  death  by  the  unbelieving 
Jews ;  and  that  Jefus  is  come  the  fecond  time 
without  fin  unto  falvation  ;  and  by  his  grace  and 
light  in  the  foul,  fheweth  to  man  his  fins,  con¬ 
vinced!  him  thereof,  and  delivereth  him  out  of 
them,  and  giveth  inward  peace  and  comfort  for 
well-doing.  To  which  doctrines  they  gave  a 
public  affent,  but  in  a  particular  manner  to 
that  of  the  light  in  the  foul.  They  feem- 
ed  much  affected  and  liftened  with  much 
ferioufnefs.  The  benefit  of  the  holy  fcriptures 
was  alfo  largely  explained  and  expatiated 
upon. 

In  the  year  1708,  William  Penn  vifited 
the  fettlers  with  a  letter  by  his  new  gover¬ 
nor  Gookin,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex¬ 
tract  : 


“  London,  28th  7”°,  1708, 
tc  Dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 

“  My  antient  love,  if  you  can  believe  it,  reach- 
<e  eth  to  you  as  in  times  palt  and  years  that  are 
“  gone,  even  in  the  divine  root  and  principle  of 
“  love  and  life,  that  made  us  near  to  one  another 
“  above  all  worldly  confiderations,  where  our 

“  life. 
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«  life,  I  hope  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God  our  fa-  c  ha  p. 
44  ther,  fo  that  when  he  appears  we  fhall  alfo  ap-  XIX* 

44  pear  with  him  in  glory,  and  in  the  mean  time 
44  through  us  to  thofe  that  love  and  wait  for  U®8* 

44  his  appearance,  as  the  defire  of  nations ;  'that 
44  we  may  glorify  God  his  and  our  everlafting 
44  father,  in  our  bodies,  fouls  and  fpirits :  In 
44  temporal  and  eternal  affairs,  being  indeed  none 
44  of  our  own,  for  fo  much  as  we  are  our  own, 

44  we  are  none  of  the  Lord’s :  A  great  myftery, 

44  but  a  great  truth,  and  of  abfolute  neceflity  to 
44  witnefs,  to  be  of  the  number  of  the  chofen  na- 
44  tion,  the  peculiar  people  and  royal  priefthood 
44  of  Chrift:  and  his  glorious  kingdom. 

44  Oh,  my  dear  friends  !  let  all  below  this  keep 
44  on  the  left  hand,  and  wait  to  feel  thofe  blefled 
44  things  to  inherit  the  right  hand,  and  in  faith 
44  and  courage  cry  aloud  to  the  Lord  for  his  re- 
44  newing  and  refrefhing  power,  that  may  revive 
44  and  reform  his  work  upon  our  hearts  and 
44  minds,  and  our  humility,  meeknefs,  patience, 

44  felf-denial  and  charity,  with  a  blamelefs  walk- 
44  ing,  may  plainly  appear,  and  manifeft  the 
44  work  of  God  upon  our  hearts  to  thofe  that 
44  are  without,  which  is  not  only  the  wray  to 
44  bring  up  the  loiterers  and  gather  in  the  care- 
44  lefs  ones  to  their  dutv,  but  fetch  home  and 
44  bring  in  the  ftrangers,  and  the  very  enemies 
44  of  the  blefled  truth,  to  confefs  and  acknow- 
44  ledge  that  God  is  in  you  and  for  you  of  a 
44  truth. 

44  In  the  firft  love  I  leave  you,  committing 
44  you  and  yours,  and  all  the  Lord’s  people 
44  amongfl:  you,  my  own  family  and  affairs,  to 
44  the  merciful  providence  and  oi  derings  of  our 

44  great 
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great  and  gracious  God,  that  welcomed  us  in 
poor  America,  with  his  excellent  love  and 
precious  light,  and  will  I  hope  once  more,  and 

remain  your  loving  faithful  friend, 

# 


“  WILLIAM  PENN.” 


“  Herewith  comes  your  fchool  charter.” 
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BOOK  VII. 


From  the  Accession  of  George  I.  to  the 
end  of  the  Reign  of  George  II. 

CHAP.  I. 

King  George  I.  afcends  the  Throne  of  Great  Britain. 

— Addrefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers  to  him. — 

G.  Whitehead' s  fpeech  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. — 

Ad  for  our  Affirmation  renewed. — Rebellion  in 
Scotland. — Quelled. — Quakers'  Addrefs  upon 
that  Occafion. — Life  and  Charader  of  Samuel 
Waldenfield. 

Immediately  after  Queen  Anne’s  de-  chap. 

ceafe,  the  privy  council  affembled,  and  the  Earl  i. 
of  Dorfet  was  appointed  to  carry  to  Hanover  the 
information  of  the  king’s  acceflion  ;  who  foon  af-  KingGwj. 
ter  left  his  German  dominions,  repaired  to  Eng-^0^111' 
land,  and  arrived  in  London  the  20th  of  Septem¬ 
ber. 
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chap.  ber.  After  his  arrival,  having  declared  in  coun- 
i-  cil  his  firm  purpofe  to  maintain  the  toleration  in 
— '  favour  of  proteftant  diflenters,  whereby  they 
were  relieved  from  the  apprehenfions  they  had 
conceived,  by  the  meafures  purfued  in  the  clofe 
of  the  late  reign  ;  many  addrefles  of  congratula¬ 
tion  -were  presented  to  him,  and  on  the  3d  of 
Odtober  one  was  fent  up  from  the  people  called 
Quakers,  which  was  delivered  by  George  White- 
head,  accompanied  by  feveral  friends,  who  were 
introduced  by  Lord  Townfend,  one  of  the  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate.  When  George  Whitehead  prefent- 
ing  the  addrefs  to  the  King,  he  introduced  it 
with  this  preface,  “  We  are  come  in  behalf  of 
“  the  people  called  Quakers,  to  prefent  to  King 
“  George  our  addrefs  and  acknowledgement ; 
“  may  it  be  favourably  received.”  After  which 
Jofeph  Wyeth  read  it  as  followeth  : 


“  To  George,  King  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

44  The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  people  commonly 
44  called  Quakers. 

“  Great  Prince, 

Addrefs  of  44  It  having  pleafed  Almighty  God  to  deprive 
cSeTtJua-  “  thefe  kingdoms  of  our  late  gracious  Queen,  we 
kerstoKing46  do  in  great  humility  approach  thy  royal  pre- 
Gcorg*’  4C  fence,  with  hearts  truly  thankful  to  Divine 
<£  Providence  for  thy  fafe  arrival  with  the  prince 
“  thy  fon  ;  and  for  thy  happy  and  uninterrupted 
“  fuccefiion  to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,  which, 
c‘  to  the  univerfal  joy  of  thy  faithful  fubjedts, 
<c  hath  fecured  to  thy  people  the  proteftant  fuc- 

“  ceflion 
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“  ceflion,  and  diflipated  the  juft  apprehenfions 
“  we  were  under  of  lofing  thofe  religious  and 
“  civil  liberties  which  were  granted  to  us  by 
“  law  in  the  reign  of  King  William  III.  whofe 
“  memory  we  mention  with  great  gratitude  and 
“  affedion.  We  are  alfo  in  duty  obliged,  thank- 
“  fully  to  acknowledge  thy  early  and  gracious 
“  declaration  in  council,  wherein  thou  haft,  in 
“  princely  and  chiiftian  expreffions,  manifefted 
thy  juft  fenfe  of  the  ftate  of  thy  people,  and 
“  which  we  hope  wiil  make  all  degrees  of  thy 
“  fubjeds  eafy. 

“  And  as  it  hath  been  our  known  principle 
“  to  live  peaceably  under  government,  fo  we 
<c  hope  it  will  always  be  our  practice,  through 
“  God’s  afliftance,  to  approve  ourfelves,  with 
“  hearty  affection,  thy  faithful  and  dutiful  fub- 
“  jeds, 

“  May  the  wonderful  counfellor  and  great 
“  preferver  of  men  guide  the  king  by 
his  divine  wifdom,  proted  him  by  his 
“  power,  give  him  health  and  length  of 
<t  days  here,  and  eternal  felicity  hereaf- 
ter.  And  fo  blefs  his  royal  offspring, 
“  that  they  may  never  fail  to  adorn  the 
“  throne  with  a  fuccelfor  endowed  with 
<c  piety  and  virtue.” 


To  which  the  King  returned  the  following 

Anfwer  : 

“  I  am  well  fatisfied  with  the  marks  of 
duty  you  exprefs  in  your  addrefs,  and  you 
"  may  be  aifured  of  my  protedior  ” 


After 
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chap.  After  the  addrefs  was  read,  George  White- 
head  fpoke  to  this  effedt : 

1714. 

<c  Thou  art  welcome  to  us,  King  George, 
“  we  heartily  wilh  thee  health  and  happinefs, 
“  and  thy  fon  the  prince  alfo.  King  William 
“  III.  was  a  happy  inftrumerit  in  putting  a  flop 
<c  to  perfecution,  by  promoting  toleration,  which 
<c  being  intended  for  the  uniting  of  the  king’s 
“  proteftant  fubjedts  in  interefl  and  affection, 
“  it  hath  fo  far  that  effedt,  as  to  make  them 
ts  more  kind  to  one  another,  even  among  the 
Ci  differing  perfuafions,  than  they  were  when 
<c  perfecution  was  on  foot.  We  defire  the  king 
tc  may  have  further  knowledge  of  us  and  our  inno- 
tc  cency  ;  and  that  to  live  a  peaceable  and  quiet 
“  life  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty,  under  the  king 
“  and  his  government,  is  according  to  our  prin- 
<c  ciple  and  pradtice.” 

When  George  had  thus  fpoken,  his  name 
was  afked,  which  he  told';  and  having  a  defire 
to  fee  the  prince,  one  of  his  gentlemen  intro¬ 
duced  thefe  friends  into  a  chamber,  where  the 
prince  met  them,  to  whom  George  fpoke  as 
follows : 

“  "We  take  it  as  a  favour  that  we  are  thus 
admitted  to  fee  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
truly  are  very  glad  to  fee  thee  ;  having  de¬ 
livered  our  addrefs  to  the  king  thy  royal  fa¬ 
ther,  and  being  defirous  to  give  thyfelf  a  vifit 
in  true  love,  we  very  heartily  wifh  health 
and  happinefs  to  you  both  ;  and  that  if  it 
fhould  pleafe  God  thou  fhouldfl  furvive  thy 
father  and  come  to  the  throne,  thou  mayft 
enjoy  tranquillity  and  peace.  I  am  perfuaded, 

“  that 
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“  that  if  the  king  thy  father  and  thyfelf  do  Rand  CHAP 
“  for  the  toleration  for  liberty  of  confcience  to  be  i. 

“  kept  inviolable,  God  will  Rand  by  you.  May  ~ 

“  king  Solomon’s  choice  of  wifdom  be  thy  choice,  - 1 7 1 5* 

“  with  holy  Job’s  integrity  and  companion  to 
“  the  oppreffed,  and  the  Rate  of  the  righteous 
“  ruler  commended  by  king  David,  viz.  <£  He 
ee  that  ruletb  over  men  mufl  be  juft,  ruling  in 
11  the  fear  of  God,  and  he  Jhall  be  as  the  light 
“  of  the  morning  when  the  fun  rifetb,  even  a 
“  morning  without  rain ,  as  the  tender  grafs 
“  J'pringing  out  of  the  earth  by  clear  fhining  after 
“  rain” 

This  fpeech  was  favourably  received. 

In  the  next  year  1715  the  term  of  the  a<R  Affirmation 
for  accepting  the  folemn  affirmation  of  the^rencw‘ 
people  called  Quakers  being  nearly  expired, 
a  bill  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  7th  of  third  month,  O.  S.  commonly 
called  May,  for  renewal  thereof,  which  was 
palled  by  the  faid  houfe  without  limitation  of 
time,  and  confequently  was  made  perpetual. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  an  additional  claufe  was 
inferted,  that  the  like  indulgence  ffiould  be 
extended  to  the  northern  part  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  called  Scotland,  and  to  the  plantations 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  for 
five  years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  feffion 
of  parliament.  This  amendment  was  agreed  to 
by  the  commons,  and  received  the  royal  affient 
the  lafi  day  of  the  fame  month.  But  the  affir¬ 
mation  was  yet  continued  in  the  original  form, 
which  many  friends  Rill  fcrupled  to  avail  them- 
felves  of,  by  reafon  of  their  apprehenfions 

Vol.  IV.  M  that 
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c  H  A  p.  that  it  appeared  too  near  the  nature  of  an 
*•  oath. 

Yet  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the  pre* 
,71*’  fent  fovereign  and  the  prefent  government  to¬ 
wards  this  people,  made  deep  imprellions  of 
gratitude  on  their  minds,  which  drew  from 
them  the  following  exhortation  in  their  epillle, 
from  the  yearly  meeting  held  in  London  about 
that  time  : 


Extract 
from  a 
yearly 
meeting 
epiftle. 


4C  The  Lord  our  God,  who  for  the  fake  of 
his  heritage,  hath  often  heretofore  rebuked 
and  limited  the  raging  waves  of  the  fea, 
hath,  bleiTed  be  his  name,  mercifully  dif- 
perfed  the  cloud  threatening  a  (form,  which 
lately  feerned  to  hang  over  us ;  which  together 
44  with  the  favour  God  hath  given  us  in  the 
44  eyes  of  the  king  and  the  government,  for 
44  the  free  enjoyment  of  our  religious  and  civil 
44  liberties,  call  for  true  thankfulnefs  to  him. 
44  And  humbly  to  pray  to  almighty  God  for 
44  the  king  and  thofe  •  in  authority,  for  his 
“  and  their  fafety  and  defence,  is  certainly  our 
44  chriftian  duty,  as  well  as  to  walk  inoffenfively 
as  a  grateful  people.” 
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The  change  of  minifters  and  meafures  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  late  reign  had  created  much 
diffenfion  amongft  the  people ;  and  while  a  cry 
was  raifed  for  the  populace  to  follow,  that  tb t 
Church  was  in  danger ,  many  began  to  fear 
that  the  proteftant  fucceflion  was  in  danger, 
and  the  partifans  of  the  late  King  James  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  with  hopes,  that  way  might  be 
made  for  the  Pretender  to  obtain  the  Crown  j 
but  the  fudden  death  of  the  Queen  damped 

their 
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their  fanguine  expectations ;  for  the  friends  to c 
the  houfe  of  Hanover  took  their  meafures  fo 
wifely,  that  George  the  Firft  was  immediately 
proclaimed  King  as  already  intimated.  Yet 
notwithftanding  his  juftice  and  mildnefs,  the  dis¬ 
appointed  party  retained  and  fomented  difcon- 
tent,  and  endeavoured  to  difturb  his  govern¬ 
ment.  The  clamour  of  the  church’s  being  in 
danger  was  revived ;  jealoufies  were  excited, 
feditious  libels  difperfed,  and  the  populace  fti- 
mulated  to  riot  and  hatred  of  the  dilfenters,  * 
by  which  means,  when  they  hoped  the  num- 

M  2  ber 


*  Thomas  Story  in  the  courfe  of  his  travels  came  to  Oxford 
on  the  28th  3mo  (called  May)  this  year,  and  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  a  riot  in  that  city,  “  That  in  the  evening  a  great 
“  mob  of  fcholars  and  others  arofe,  and  gutted  (as  they  called 
“  it)  the  Prelbyterian  meeting-houfe,  that  is,  they  broke  all  the 
“  windows,  doors,  benches,  wainfcots  and  feats,  carrying  them 
*'  away,  and  burning  and  deftroying  them,  which  made  a 
“  great  uproar  in  the  city. 

“  Friends  having  heard  that  they  intended  to  ufe  our  meet - 
“  ing-houfe  as  they  had  done  that  of  the  Prelbyterians,  an  ad- 
“  vertifement  thereof  was  drawn  up  in  writing,  diredted  to 
“  the  mayor,  and  fent  by  a  friend  ;  but  the  mayor  being  abfent 
“  at  the  time,  it  was  left  with  his  fervant,  who  prom i fed  to 
“  give  it  him  as  foon  as  he  came  :  It  contained  alfo  a  requeft 
“  to  the  mayor,  to  proteft  us  againft  the  intended  violence,  as 
“  the  chief  civil  magiftrate  of  the  city  5  but  we  received  no 
“  benefit  by  our  application,  as  the  fequel  proved. 

“  After  the  meeting  we  returned  to  our  quarters  ;  and 
“  about  nine  in  the  evening,  hearing  a  great  noife  of  the  mob 
“  at  a  diftance,  we  had  foon  an  account  that  they  were  ufing 
“  our  meeting-houfe,  as  they  had  done  that  of  the  Prefbyterians 
“  the  night  before  :  They  broke  in  by  violence,  and  took 
“  away  all  the  forms  and  feats  that  were  loofe,  and  fuch  as 
“  were  fall  round  the  houfe  they  broke  ;  they  took  away  the 
“  doors  alfo  off  the  hinges,  and  burned  them,  with  part  of  the 
“  wainfeot,  in  their  bonfire :  They  broke  the  windows  and 
“  Handlers,  and  the  room  next  the  meeting-houfe  they  abufed 

“  and 
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chap,  her  of  male  contents  was  fufficiently  encreafed, 
l-  they  began  to  act  more  openly. 

'  The 
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**  and  defaced,  fo  that  the  whole  was  all  ruined  and  deftroyed 
“  except  the  walls  and  tiling.  Yet  all  this  did  not  cool  their 
“  rage,  for  they  b^oke  into  the  dwelling-houfe  of  our  anti- 
“  ent  friend  Thomas  Nichol/s  daughter,  who  was  a  widow, 
“  where  Thomas  alfo  was  ;  and  under  pretence  of  fearching 
“  fora  young  nobleman,  who,  theyfard,  was  murdered  and 
“  hid  there,  or  fomewhere  thereabout-  (though  there  was  no 
5‘  fuch  thing  at  all,  only  they  put  on  this  fenfelefs  cover  for 
4‘  their  wickednefs).  They  broke  all  the  windows,  and  threw 
“  in  force  hundred  weight  of  (tones  and  dirt,  covering  the  beds 
“  therewith,  breaking  feveral  things  in  the  rooms,  making 
“  great  deftruction  and  (bedding  fome  blood.  From  thence 
they  went  to  the  Baptilt  meeting- houfe,  and  deftroyed  it  in 
“  like  manner  ;  and  as  they  came  up  the  ftreet  from  that  piece 
“  of  mifchief,  I  lodging  with  young  Thomas  Nichols,  we  ex- 
“  peeled  the  fame  ufage  as  the  widow,  his  filter,  had  met 
“  with,  and  therefore  got  for  fafety  into  the  ftair-cafe,  he, 
“  his  wife  and  little  children,  my  companion  and  I,  and  there 
“  fat  out  of  the  way  of  the  (tones :  and  as  they  came  up  to  the 
“  houfe,  they  let  fly  their  volley,  broke  all  the  windows,  and 
‘  pafled  on  without  doing  any  more  harm  :  But  this  I  obferv- 
51  ed,  that  as  Satan  raged  in  them  before  they  came,  blowing 
“  them  up  into  a  temper  fit  for  the  action.  Truth  in  our  minds 
“  filled  us  with  divine  love  and  confolation,  fo  that  we  we^e 
“  without  any  fear  or  amazement  of  what  they  could  do  far- 
“  ther.  By  the  time  all  was  over,  it  was  about  two  in  the 
“  morning ;  and  there  came  in  lome  of  rhe  fober  neighbours, 
“  who  gave  us  fome  of  the  mob’s  unreafonable  reafons  for 
“  their  violence  and  outrage,  as  they  had  collected  them,  in 
“  difeourfing  with  fome  of  them.  Theyfaid  that  fome  of  the 
“  low  party,  on  the  feventh  day  afternoon,  being  at  a  tavern 
“  in  town,  there  drank  healths  and  confufions ;  and  talked  of 
“  burning  the  late  Queen’s  picture  and  SacheverePs,  and  in 
“  revenge  of  this,  they  gutted  the  Prelbyterian  meeting-houfe, 
“  and  their  pretence  for  ufing  us  in  the  fame  manner  was,  be- 
“  caufe  we  voted  for  the  low  members  of  the  prefent  parlia- 
“  ment  ” 
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This  fpirit  of  turbulence  and  difaffe&ion  foon  chap. 
broke  out  into  open  rebellion  in  Scotland,  and  1‘ 
the  national  difcontent  was,  by  his  partifans,  fo 
exaggerated  to  the  Pretender,  as  to  induce  hin*Re^H05n' 
to  make  preparations  to  put  himfelf  at  the  >n  Scotland, 
head  of  the  infurgents,  in  which  he  was  pri¬ 
vately  affnled  by  Lewis  XIV.  King  of  France, 
who  dying  about  this  time,  the  rebellion  loft 
its  fupport  from  that  kingdom.  The  Duke  of 
Orleans  being  appointed  Regent  during  the 
young  king’s  minority,  had  entered  into  en¬ 
gagements  with  king  George,  and  is  fuppofed 
to  have  rather  contributed  to  defeat  than  to 
promote  it.  However,  the  Pretender  at  laft  ThePreten- 
landed  in  Scotland  and  was  crowned  there.  f^r1eand* 

But 

I  have  no  doubt  but  rumours  of  this  kind,  might  be 
circulated  by  the  contrivers  and  inftigators  of  this  tumult  j  but 
it  feems  to  be  principally  intended,  as  an  a£t  of  celebrating  the 
feftival  of  the  Refloration ,  it  being  on  the  29th  of  3™°,  O.  S. 
called  May,  and  alfo  the  firil  day  of  the  week,  on  which  day, 
confidering  the  temper  of  the  time  (of  which  this  riot  is  but  one 
fpecimen)  and  the  fpirit  of  many  of  the  public  teachers,  and 
the  ufual  topics  infilled  on  in  their  difcourfes  on  this  day,  it  is 
rather  more  than  probable,  their  fermons  had  no  tendency  to 
allay  this  ferment,  but  the  contrary. 

Thomas  Story  proceeds,  “  We  went  the  next  morning  to 
“  view  the  ruins  of  our  meeting-houfe,  and  our  friend 
“  Nicholas ;  and  as  we  were  at  the  former,  1  Hood  upon  a  fmall 
“  eminence,  and  looking  over  the  ruins  (many  fcholars  and 
“  other  people  being  there)  I  faid  pretty  loudly,  fo  that  all 
il  might  hear,  can  thefe  be  the  effefls  of  religion  and  learning  ! 

“  Upon  which  feveralof  the  fcholars  hung  down  their  heads ; 

“  but  none  anfwe,*ed.  Then  Thomas  Nichols,  the  younger, 

“  made  a  lliort  fpeech,  but  very  clofe,  reminding  them  of 
“  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  that  it  was  the  fame  fpirit  that  now 
“  wrought  in  them,  which  brought  ddlruflion  on  thofe 
“  cities:  To  which  they  replied,  it  was  the  mob,  and  it  was 
“  ill  done  ;  but  fome  others  faid,  they  themfelves  were  that 
“  mob,  and  would  be  met  with  one  day.” 
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But  previoufly  to  his  arrival,  one  party  of  the 
rebels  having  entered  England,  and  advanc¬ 
ed  to  Prefton  in  Lancalhire,  were  there  befieged, 
defeated  and  taken  piifoners  ;  and  the  fame 
day  their  main  body  under  the  command  of 
the  Earl  of  Marr,  met  with  a  check,  where¬ 
by  they  were  diiperfed.  The  Pretender’s  ex¬ 
pectation  thus  failing,  and  finding  no  proba¬ 
bility  of  drawing  together  an  army  fufficient 
towithftand  the  forces  advancing  againft  him.  he 
fought  fecurity  in  a  fpeedy  retreat  to  France, 
which  put  an  end  to  the  rebellion. 

This  rebellion,  thus  fuccefsfully  exterminat¬ 
ed,  brought  many  addreftes  of  congratulation 
to  the  king,  and  among  the  reft;  the  people 
called  Quakers  drew  up  an  adarefs  from  their 
yearly  meeting,  which  they  prefented  to  the  king 
on  the  laft  day  of  the  third  month,  Q.  S.  called 
May,  this  year  ;  being  introduced  by  the  Earl  of 
Manchefter,  G.  Whitehead  fpake  in  fubftance  as 
followeth : 

lhat  in  the  annual  alfembly  held  for  the 
religious  concerns  of  their  fociety,  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  promote  and  put  in  practice  the  duties 
of  religion  profefled  by  them,  the  fenfe  of  the 
great  deliverance  had  fuch  a  weight  upon  their 
minds,  that  they  were  willing  to  exprefs  it  in  an 
addrefs  to  King  George,  whom  God  by  his  pro¬ 
vidence  had  brought  hither  and  preferved,  fo 
that  he  could  well  fay,  he  was  George  by  the 
grace  of  God ,  King  of  Great  Britain ,  &c.  And 
that  as  men  carried  that  faying  ftamped  on  the 
money  in  their  pockets,  fo  it  was  to  be  walked 
it  might  be  imprinted  in  the  hearts  of  the  fub- 
jects. 


Hereupon 
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Hereupon  the  addrefs  was  prefented  and c  H  A  iJ. 
read  as  follows :  I# 

“  To  George,  King  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  17‘5' 

“  The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  People  called 

“  Quakers,  from  their  yearly  Meeting  in 

“  London,  the  26th  day  of  the  third  month, 

“  called  May,  1716. 

>  ' 

“  May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

“  WE  thy  faithful  and  peaceable  fubjects,  Quakers 
“  being  met  in  this  our  annual  affembiy,  do  onthi^olxl- 
“  hold  ourfelves  obliged,  in  point  of  principle  £<>“• 

“  and  grajitude,  rather  than  by  formal  and 
“  frequent  addreffes,  humbly  and  openly  to 
“  acknowledge  the  manifold  bleflings  and  kind 
“  providences  of  God,  which  have  attended 
“  thefe  kingdoms  ever  fince  thy  happy  accefuon 
“  to  the  throne. 

“  And  as  our  religion  effectually  enjoins  us 
“  obedience  to  the  fupreme  authority,  fo  it 
“  is  with  great  fatisfaction  we  pay  it  to  a 
“  prince,  whofe  juftice,  clemency  and  modera- 
“  tion  cannot  but  endear,  and  firmly  unite 
“  the  hearts  and  affeftions  of  all  his  true  protef- 
“  tant  fubjeCts. 

“We  are  therefore  forrowfully  affefted  with 
“  the  unhappinefs  of  thofe  our  countrymen, 

“  who  have  fo  littfe  gratitude  or  goodnefs  as 
“  to  be  uneafy  under  fo  juft  and  mild  an  ad- 
“  miniftration  ;  nor  can  we  reflect  on  the  late 
“  unjuft  and  unnatural  rebellion,  without  con- 
“  eluding  the  promoters  and  aftors  thereof  were 
“  men  infatuated  and  hurried  by  fuch  an  evil 

“  fpirit. 
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CHAP.  «  fpirit  as  would  lay  wafte  and  deltroy  both  the 
“  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  thefe  proteftant 
££  nations 

1 7 1 S-  “  And  as  God,  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  hath  moll 
£c  fignally  appeared  to  the  confounding  that 
“  black  confpiracy  ;  fo  we  pray  his  good  pro- 
££  vidence  may  always  attend  the  King’s  coun- 
£C  cils  and  undertakings,  to  the  eftablifliing  his 
“  throne  in  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  and  making 
£e  his  houfe  a  lure  houfe. 

“  Permit  us  therefore,  great  Prince,  to  lay 
“  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  approach  thy  royal 
“  prefence,  with  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  king 
£C  and  great  council  for  all  the  privileges  and  li- 
C£  berties  we  enjoy.  To  behold  a  prince  upon 
£{  the  throne,  folicitous  for  the  eafe  and  happinefs 
££  of  his  people  beyond  any  other  views,  fo 
££  heightens  our  fatisfaftion  and  joy,  that  we 
£e  want  words  to  exprefs  our  full  fenfe  thereof. 
£e  And  therefore  we  can  do  no  lefs  t-han  allure  the 
£<  king,  that  as  it  is  our  duty  to  demean  ourfelves 
£C  towards  the  king’s  perfon  and  government 
££  with  all  faithful  obedience,  fo  we  are  deter- 
£<  mined,  by  divine  afiiltance,  devoutly  and 
££  heartily  to  pray  the  God  and  Father  of  all  our 
Ci  mercies,  to  vouchfafe  to  the  king  a  long, 
££  peaceable  and  profperous  reign  ;  and  that  when 
£<  it  fhall  pleafe  the  Almighty  to  remove  from  us 
46  fo  precious  a  life,  by  taking  it  to  himfelf, 
£s  there  may  not  want  a  branch  of  thy  royal  fami- 
£C  ly  endowed  with  wifdom  and  virtue  to  fill  the 
6e  throne,  till  time  fhall  be  no  more.” 

To  which  addrefs  the  King  returned  the  follow¬ 
ing  Anfwer, 

€£  I  thank  you  for  the  affurance  of  duty  and 
66  affe&ion  to  my  perfon  and  government,  con- 

££  tained 
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“  tained  in  this  addrefs ;  and  you  may  always  c 
“  depend  upon  my  protection.” 

This  year  died  Samuel  Waldenfield,  a  member 
and  minifter  of  this  fociety,  highly  efteemed  for 
his  virtuous  converfation  and  his  religious  fer- 
vices,  both  in  the  city  of  London  and  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  other  parts  where  he  was  w'ell 
known.  He  wras  born  about  the  year  1652  at  Ed- 
mundfbury  in  Suffolk  ;  was  religioufly  inclined 
from  his  youth,  and  for  fome  time  a  hearer  of 
the  independents. 

tie  was  convinced  of  the  principles  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  called  Quakers,  by  the  powerful  miniftry  of 
Giles  Barnaaifton,  and  received  the  truth  in  the 
love  thereof ;  as  he  became  obedient  to  the  grace 
of  God  to  which  he  was  recommended,  he  was 
intruded  and  enabled  thereby  to  lead  a  fober 
and  godly  life,  and  to  poffefs  his  earthly  taber¬ 
nacle  in  fanftification^and  honour. 

About  the  year  1672  he  was  called  to  the  work 
of  the  miniftry,  in  the  difcharge  whereof  he  wras 
zealous  and  indefatigable.  He  travelled  in  this 
fervice  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Ger¬ 
many,  by  an  account  he  kept,  near  40,000  miles  to 
the  year  1703,  and  confiderably  from  that  time 
to  his  death  ;  and  his  lively  miniftry,  through 
the  divine  blefling  profpering  his  labours,  was 
made  effectual  to  the  convinccment  of  many,  and 
turning  them  from  darknefs  unto  light,  who  w'ere 
as  feals  to  the  efficacy  thereof. 

In  the  year  1 684 he  married  and  fettled  in  Lon¬ 
don, and  continued  faithful  and  diligent  inthework 
fo  which  he  was  called,  when  at  liberty ;  for 
although  by  the  time  he  became  a  reftdent  in 
London  and  eminent  for  fervice  in  the  fociety, 

perfecudon 
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chap,  perfection  was  abated,  he  did  not  efcape  a  ftiare 
i.  in  the  fufferings  of  the  feafon.  At  the  feffions 
— '  held  at  the  Old  Baily  in  the  ioth  month  1683,  ^e> 
l7lS-  in  company  of  fundry  others,  who,  with  him, 
had  been  taken  from  a  peaceable  meeting  in 
White-hart-court,  was  tried  for  a  riot,  and  by  a 
jury  of  this  age,  when  juries  were  modelled  to 
the  temper  and  influence  of  the  bench,  was,  with 
the  reft,  brought  in  guilty,  fined  5I.  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon  for  non-payment.  A  profecution 
was  alfo  commenced  againlt  him  on  the  ftatute  23 
Eliz.  for  20I.  a  month  for  abfence  from  the  efta- 
blifhed  worlhip  in  the  year  1686  ;  but  by  *  King 
James’s  order  to  the  Attorney  General,  a  ftop 
was  put  to  that  profecution  and  others  of  the  kind, 
as  before  related. 

After  this  he  continued  frequent  in  his  travels 
abroad,  in  religious  vifits  to  his  friends  in  moft 
of  the  counties  of  England,  and  more  frequently 
in  the  eaftern  parts.  Being  clear  in  expreflion, 
animated  with  lively  zeal,  and  reaching  the  wit- 
nefs  in  the  confciences  of  friends  and  others,  his 
miniftry  was  very  acceptable  and  edifying,  by 
means  whereof,  and  of  his  folid,  circumfpeft  and 
exemplary  converfation,  adorning  and  confirm¬ 
ing  it,  he  obtained  the  efteem  of  his  friends 
abroad  and  at  home. 

In  or  about  the  year  1706,  declining  in  health, 
he  removed  his  refidence  from  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  to  Bulh-hill  in  Middlefex  ;  yet  when  the 
ftate  of  his  health  admitted,  he  continued  his 
travels  and  his  afliftance  with  friends  of  the  city, 
in  their  fervice  for  the  relief  of  their  fuffering 
friends,  and  when  difengaged  from  fuch  fervices, 

he 
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he  was  exemplary  in  a  conftant  attendance  of  the  c 
meetings  adjacent  to  him. 

He  was  eminently  ferviceable  in  the  difcipline  of 
the  fociety,  as  well  as  in  his  public  minillry,  having 
a  zealous  concern  on  his  mind  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  friends  in  a  confiftency  with  their  profef- 
fion,  that  the  teftimony  of  truth  might  be  kept 
up  in  all  the  branches  thereof ;  that  pride  and 
libertinifm  in  principle  and  pradtice  might  be 
difcou raged  and  l'uppreffed  :  That  thofe  who  act 
as  rulers  in  the  church,  fhould  be  men  of  truth, 
fearing  God  and  hating  covetoufnefs  ;  and  that 
all  che  members  of  the  fociety  might  be  careful 
to  maintain  jultice  and  truth  in  all  their  dealings 
amongft  men. 

His  circumfpect  condudt  adorned  his  profeflion 
of  religion,  and  acquired  reputation  to  the  focie¬ 
ty  of  which  he  was  a  member,  fo  that  many, 
who  through  prejudice,  had  entertained  an  un¬ 
favourable  and  contemptuous  opinion  of  it,  by 
their  acquaintance  and  converfation  with  him, 
were  brought  to  change  their  fentiments  con¬ 
cerning  it. 

He  was  confined  about  two  months  before  his 
deceafe,  and  although  his  pain  was  often  great, 
he  was  fupported  with  remarkable  patience,  and 
was  frequently  very  cheerful,  though  his  end 
drew  near  ;  for  death  was  no  terror  to  him,  the 
fling  thereof  being  taken  away,  having  the  com¬ 
fortable  evidence,  that  he  had  through  life  been 
mindful  of  his  final  change,  and  ordered  his  con- 
rerfation  with  a  view  to  make  it  a  tranfition  to 
everlafting  felicity.  So  th^t  in  the  retrofpedfion 
of  his  pad;  time  he  could  fay,  as  he  did  in  much 
tendernefs,  I  have  done  the  work  of  my  day ;  l 
feel  peace  of  confcience  ;  I  have  wronged  no  ?nan  ;  I 

have 
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chap,  have  received  a  great  deal  of  wrong  and  injury, 
I-  hut  1  forgive  all ,  and  1  defire  the  Lord  to  forgive 
v-"'v  '  them  alfo.  I  die  in  charity  with  all  the  world . 

l7‘5'  At  another  time  he  faid,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
live  inoffenfively  towards  God  and  Man.  And  now 
I  have  no  occafion  to  repent  that  I  have  endeavoured 
to  live  well ;  and  as  I  have  nothing  to  hoafi  of  I 
have  no  occafion  to  complain.  All  is  well. 

Many  other  lively  expreflions  and  weighty  ex¬ 
hortations  he  uttered,  very  affedting  and  edifying 
to  thofe  to  whom  they  were  addrefled.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  a-ferene  compofed  frame  of  mind  to  the 
laft,  and  died  in  great  peace  the  7th  of  the  8th 
month  1715,  and  left  a  good  report  behind  him  : 
And  being  greatly  beloved,  and  much  refpected 
by  people  of  divers  profeffions,  his  funeral  had  a 
numerous  attendance  from  Devonfhire-houfe 
meeting  place,  to  the  burial  ground  at  Bunhill- 
fields. 
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Affirmation  Ad  renewed.—  Meafures  of  Govern¬ 
ment  to  moderate  party  heats. — Bijhop  Hoad/y’s 
two  Sermons  and  proceedings  thereupon. — Repeal 
of  Occafional  Conformity  and  Schifm  Ads. — South 
Sea  Scheme. — Petition  to  Parliament  for  a  form 
of  Affirmation  which  might  be  cafy  to  all  Friends. 
— Solicitations  to  procure  the  puffing  of  an  Ad  for 
that  purpofe. — Paffied  by  the  Commons. — Warmly 
debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. — Petition  againjl 
it. — Paffied  by  the  Lords. — Yearly  Meeting’s 
acknowledgment  of  the  favour. — Epiflle  of  Cau¬ 
tion  concerning  the  ufe  thereof— Account  of  Geo. 
Whitehead. — Cafe  of  fome  Friends  in  New-Eng- 
land  appointed  to  affiefs  Taxes. — Death  of  King 
George  I. 


The  palling  of  the  Act  of  Toleration,  and  the  chap. 
effe&ual  eftablifhment  thereof  under  the  legal  n* 
rule  of  the  Princes  of  the  Hanoverian  line,  having 
exempted  the  people  called  Quakers  of  this  age  ‘7‘S* 
from  mod  of  the  grievous  fufferings  to  which 
thofe  of  the  preceding  age  were  expofed  ;  and 
having  thereby  obtained  a  lettlement  in  quietude, 
their  affairs  furnifh  fewer  materials  for  hiflory  than 
heretofore  :  yet  there  ftill  remained  fome  fubjects 
of  fuffering  from  which  theToleration  did  not  ex¬ 
empt  them,  particularly  their  fcruple  to  pay 
tithes  and  other  ecclefiaftical  demands.  And 
although  the  legiilature  had  in  fome  degree  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  them  eafe  in  refpect  to  {wear¬ 
ing. 
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CHAP.  ing,  yet  the  form  of  affirmation  prefcribed  by  the 
n*  firft  affirmation-ad,  and  continued  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  ads,  as  before  obferved,  was  fo  uneafy 
■*"  to  a  Confiderable  part  of  the  fociety,  that  they 
had  not  freedom  to  make  ufe  thereof,  and  there¬ 
fore  fubmitted  to  the  attendant  inconveniencies, 
rather  than  wound  the  peace  of  their  own  minds. 
Affirmation  In  1 7 1 5  the  ad  for  accepting  the  folemn  alfir- 
aa  renew-  ma£jon  was  renewed  without  limitation  of  time; 

although  the  yearly  meeting  direded  an  application 
to  be  made  to  parliament,  to  grant  the  fociety 
a  form  of  affirmation  which  might  be  eafy  to 
all  friends,  the  temper  of  the  time  did  not  yet 
favour  fuch  a  conceffion  :  An  opportunity  for 
further  relief  did  not  occur  till  the  year  1721. 
In  the  intermediate  time,  the  king  (and  the 
rulers  under  him)  perceiving  the  difaffedion  of 
the  party  diflinguifhed  by  the  denomination  of 
high-church  and  tories,  and  their  propenfity  to 
•  flir  up  thofe  riots  and  tumults  which  had,  fince 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  been  nourifhed  and 
fomented  to  perplex  his  -government,  difturb 
the  public  peace,  and  finally  terminated  in  the 
late  rebellion  in  favour  of  a  popifh  pretender : 
And  after  it  was  quelled,  their  endeavours  being 
ftill  exerted  to  keep  alive  a  fpirit  of  difcontent,  it 
Meafures  of.  was  judged  neceffary  to  clip  the  wings  of  the  high- 
govemment  flying  ecclefiaftics  in  particular,  by  imitating  the 
p»rTy°heat!e  the  judicious  condud  of  the  late  King  William, 
in  leleding  the  mofl  temperate  and  difpaflionate 
men  amongfl  them  to  fill  the  dignities  and  high- 
eft  Rations  in  the  church  ;  who  being  men  of  mo¬ 
deration  themfelves,  might  be  inltrumental  to 
diffufe  a  fpirit  of  greater  moderation  among  the 
inferior  orders,  than  they  had  hitherto  manifeft- 

ed  ; 
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ed  ;  or  to  difcountenance  and  check  the  violence  chap. 
of  their  difpofition  to  revive  and  keep  alive  party 
heat% 

One  of  thefe  exerted  his  talents  for  this  purpofe  H  ^7* 
in  a  particular  manner.  Benjamin  Hoadly  bilhop  tw°ofer- 
of  Bangor,  a  man  of  liberal  fentiments,  a  clear 
head,  and  found  underftanding,  had  publifhed  thereupon 
two  performances,  which  had  given  great  offence 
to  his  brethren  the  clergy  ;  efpecially  thofe  who 
were  jealous  of  every  prerogative  to  which  they 
advanced  their  groundlefs  claims.  One  was  en¬ 
titled,  A  prefervative  again]}  the  principles  and 
praclices  of  the  nonjurors.  The  other  was  a  fer- 
mon  preached  before  the  King  at  the  chapel 
royal,  under  the  title  of  the  nature  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Chri /?,  in  which,  I  have  underflood,  the 
two  principal  points  infilled  upon  are,  that  the 
minilters  of  the  gofpel,  as  fuch,  have  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  bufy  themfelves  in  fecular  government ; 
nor  the  magillrate  to  punilh  men  for  matters  of 
religion,  which,  although  confidered  difpaflion- 
ately,  are  almoft  felf-evident  propolitions  ;  yet  at 
this  time,  when  the  people’s  palfions  were  more 
confulted  than  their  reafon,  and  violently  heated 
in  favour  of  high-church,  thefe  difcourfes  roufed 
the  whole  holl  of  high-priefls  to  combat  propor¬ 
tions  the  moll  reafonable,  which  they  imagined 
had  a  tendency  to  expol'e  the  illegality  of  their 
claims.  The  lower  houfe  of  convocation,  when 
they  met,  took  up  the  matter  with  marks  of  great 
offence  and  refentment,  and  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  fix  of  their  members  to  examine  the 
Bilhop’s  publications,  who  drew  up  a  reprefenta- 
tion,  in  which  the  Prefervative  and  Sermon  were 
cenfured,  aas  “  tending  tofubvert  all  government 

“  and 
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cha  p,“  and  difcipline  in  the  church  of  Chrid ;  to  re- 
11.  ts  duce  his  kingdom  to  a  date  of  anarchy  and 
“  confufion  ;  to  impugn  and  impeach  the  royal 
1 7 1 7-  «  fupremacy  in  caufes  ecclefiafiical,  and  the 
66  authority  of  the  legiflature,  to  enforce  obedience 
“  in  matters  of  religion  by  civil  f auctions. ^  How 
far  their  indignation  againd  this  liberal  prelate 
and  his  rational  doctrine  might  have  carried  them, 
they  were  deprived  of  the  power  of  difcovering  ; 
for  the  king  and  his  miniders  feem  to  have  con¬ 
ceived  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  the  Bifnop 
and  his  performances,  and  therefore  refcued  h  .11 
out  of  their  hands,  by  an  immediate  prorogation 
of  the  convocation,  which  hath  not  been  permit¬ 
ted  to  fit  and  do  bufmefs  fince  that  period. 

This  inflamed  the  controverfv  ;  but  the  bifliop 
being  now  upon  equal  terms  with  his  arrtagonifts, 
who  were  a  numerous  body,  and  having  truth  and 
reafon  on  his  fide,  ably  defended  himfelf  and  his 
doctrine  againd  them  all,  with  mamifed  advan¬ 
tage.  This  controverfy,  wifely  conducted  on 
his  part,  tended  to  open  the  eyes  of  many  peo¬ 
ple,  to  lee  the  invalidity  of  clerical  claims  to  un¬ 
authorized  dominion  and  power,  and  proved  a 
very  feafcnable  antidote  to  that  fpirit  of  tumult 
and  intemperate  riot,  which,  through  their  indi- 
gation,  had  long  infected  the  injudicious  rabble 
and  others  to  public  diforder  and  private  in¬ 
jury. 

1713.  In  the  fucceeding  year  the  high-churchmen 
fhePaft-°f  met  with  another  mortification,  by  the  repeal  of 
againft  oc-  the  aft  againd  occafional  conformity  and  the 
conformit  -  growth  of  fchifm,  which  two  a£ts  they  had  pro- 
and  th-  cured  during  their  predominancy  in  the  latter 
nh°;fbh  of  end  of  Queen  Anne’s  reign,  which  the  bifliop 

of 
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of  Bangor  (in  the  debate)  coniidered  in  effedt  c  H  A  p- 
“  perfecuting  laws,  becaufe,  by  admitting  the  n* 

<c  principle  of  felf-prefervation  and  felf-defence 
“  in  matters  of  religion,  all  the  perfecutions  1 '  1  ’ 

“  maintained  by  the  heathens  againft  the  pro- 
.  “  feffors  of  chriftianity,  and  even  the  popilh 
“  inquifition  might  be  juftified.  With  refpedt 
“  to  the  power,  of  which  fo  many  clergymen 
“  appeared  to  be  fo  fond  and  zealous,  he 
“  owned,  the  defire  of  power  and  riches  was 
“  natural  to  all  men  ;  but  that  he  had  learn- 
“  ed,  both  from  reafon  and  from  the  gofpel, 

“  that  this  muft  be  kept  within  due  bounds, 

“  and  not  entrench  upon  the  rights  and  li- 
c<  berties  of  their  fellow-creatures  and  coun- 
“  trymen.”  This  bill  of  repeal  met  with  great 
oppofition  from  the  high  party  in  both  houfes, 
but  at  laft  was  palfed. 

Thefe  tranfacfions  tended  to  lelfen  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  high  clergy  and  their 
partifans :  And  to  leave  the  king  at  liberty 
to  follow  the  impulfe  of  his  liberality  and  be¬ 
nevolence,  in  fecuring  to  all  his  fubjects  their 
natural  rights  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  encouraged  the  people  called  Quakers 
to  hope  for  the  favourable  opportunity  they 
waited  for,  to  procure  a  folemn  affirmation  in 
that  fimplicity  of  form,  which  might  afford  them 
univerfal  relief. 

In  this  year  died  at  his  feat  at  Rufficomb  wiiihm 
near  Twyford  in  Buckinghamffiire,  William  ' 

Penn,  proprietor  of  Penfylvania  ;  he  had  been  chara&er. 
for  fome  years  in  a  declining  ftate.  So  long 
before  as  the  year  1712,  he  had  three  fucceffive 
Vol.  IV.  N  fits, 
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chap  fUpp0feci  to  fce  apoplectic,  by  the  lafl  of 
11 '  which  (although  beyond  all  probability  of  ex- 
t  ig  pedation  he  furvived  it)  his  underhanding  and 
1/Iu  memory  were  very  much  impaired,  fo  as  to 
render  him  incapable  of  public  action  for  the 
future.  And  notwithhanding  the  intermiflion 
of  his  intellectual  faculties,  and  the  progreflive 
failure  of  his  memory,  his  love  to  religion 
and  fenfe  of  religious  enjoyments  apparently 
continued  with  him ;  for  he  often  went  in  his 
chariot  to  the  meeting  at  Reading,  and  there 
fometimes  uttered  fhort,  but  very  found  and 
favoury  expreflions.  One  morning  preparing 
to  go  to  meeting,  he  expreffed  his  defire  to 
the  Lord,  that  they  might  receive  fome  good 
from  him :  And  though  he  continued  declin¬ 
ing  from  year  to  year  in  his  memory  and 
underflanding,  he  flill  expreffed  himfelf  fenfi- 
bly  at  times.  In  the  year  1716  fome  of  his 
friends,  who  came  to  vifit  him,-  taking  their 
leave,  he  faid,  “  My  love  is  with  you,  the 
“  Lord  preferve  you,  and  remember  me  in  the 
“  everlafting  covenant !”  Thus,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  his  mental  powers,  and  in  his  even¬ 
ing  repofe,  his  piety  and  innocency  of  heart 
were  ftill  difccrnible  as  the  predominating  quali¬ 
ties  in  him. 

After  a  continued  and  gradual  declenfion  for 
about  fix  years,  his  body  drew  near  to  its  diffo- 
lution,  and  on  the  30th  day  of  the  fifth  month 
1718,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age,  his  foul, 
prepared  for  a  more  glorious  habitation,  for- 
fook  the  decayed  tabernacle,  which  was  interred 
the  5th  of  the  fixth  month  following,  at  Jordans 
in  Buckinghamlhire. 
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For  if  a  life  of  pure  religion  exerted  active- ( 
Iy  in  a  conftant  tenour  of  beneficence  and  good 
will  to  men,  faithfully  difcharging  his  relative 
duties,  religious,  moral,  and  political  in  every  fta- 
tion  of  life  ;  and  paffively  in  patient  acquiefcence 
in  the  divine  will,  and  the  teftimony  of  a  good 
confcience,  in  all  his  trials  and  fufferings  (of 
which  he  had  his  fhare)  a  fimple  reliance  on 
divine  fupport  under  them,  and  on  divine  pro¬ 
tection  and  power  to  work  his  deliverance, 
can  recommend  to  the  favour  of  God  :  It 
fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  therein 
being  made  conquerors  and  more  than  con¬ 
querors  over  all  our  fpiritual  enemies  through 
him  that  loved  us,  entitle,  in  any  wife  to  the 
crown  of  righteoufnefs,  can  we  doubt  his  being 
made  a  partaker  of  the  promife  of  Chrift ; 
Rev.  3.  21.  “  To  him  that  overcometh, 
cc  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my  throne, 
“  as  I  alfo  overcame  and  am  fet  down 
“  with  mv  father  in  his  throne.”  The  ac- 

J 

count  of  his  convincement  and  early  trou¬ 
bles  therein,  and  the  outlines  of  his  principal 
tranfaclions  in  life  have  been  defcribed  in  courfe. 
To  expatiate  on  the  eminency  of  his  charac¬ 
ter  feems  fuperfluous,  the  excellency  thereof 
being  well  known  and  generally  admitted. 
His  writings  (comprifed  in  two  volumes  folio) 
are  a  {landing  evidence  of  a  clear  head  and  a 
good  heart ;  the  inftitutions  of  his  province, 
of  the  depth  of  his  underftanding  ;  and  the 
undeviating  integrity  of  his  life,  of  the  purity 
of  his  mind :  and  all  his  qualifications,  natural 
and  acquired,  applied  to  promote  the  interefts  of 
religion  and  virtue,  eftablifii  his  character  on  a 
bafis  firmer  than  written  panegyrics.  • 

N  2  The 
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c  H  A  P.  The  parliament  being  taken  up  with  various 
n.  matters  of  public  importance,  particularly  in 
1720,  the  inveftigation  of  the  fraudulent  practice 
0  I’720-  in  the  fouth  fea  fcheme*,  and  relieving  the  fuf- 

scheme.  ferers 


*  An  hiftorian  remarks  upon  this  ae^a  to  this  purport,  The 
avarice  of  the  times  had  encreafed  with  the  riches  and  the  lux¬ 
ury  of  the  nation.  Commerce  infoduced  fraud,  and  wealth 
introduced  prodigality  ;  and  religion,  which  might  in  fome 
meafure  put  a  flop  t)  thefe  evils,  was  too  little  regarded.  The 
whole  nation  was  infected  with  a  fpirit  of  avaricious  enterprize. 

Goldfmith. 

-  The  people  called  Quakers  endeavoured  to  guard  their 
members  from  the  contagion,  by  the  following  cautionary  ad¬ 
vice,  in  the  Epiftle  from  their  Yearly  Meeting,  1720.  “  As 

“  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  exhorted  to  take  heed  and 
“  beware  of  covetoufnefs,  (wdiich  is  idolatry)  we  are  concern- 
“  ed,  that  all  profelling  chriftianity  among  us  may  take  heed 
“  of  pride,  covetoufnefs,  and  haftening  to  be  rich  in  this  world, 
“  which  are  pernicious,  growing  evils ;  let  them  be  watched 
“  againft,  refilled  and  fuppreffed,  in  the  fear  and  dread  of 
“  Almighty  God,  and  have  no  place  or  countenance  in  the 
“  church.  O!  ye  grave  elders,  both  men  and  women,  pray 
“  be  careful  and  watchful  againft  thefe  evils,  and  over  the 
“  flock  in  thefe  cafes.”  And  in  the  Epiftle  of  1721, 
<(  Whereas  friends  were  weightily  concerned  to  advife  and 
“  caution,  in  the  laft  yearly  Epiftle,  all  profelling  with  us,  to 
“  take  heed  of  pride,  covetoufnefs,  and  haftening  to  be  rich, 
“  as  pernicious  and  growing  evils;  which  advice  having  not 
“  been  duly  regarded  by  fome,  they  have  been  unwarily  drawn 
“  into  fuch  things  as  have  tended  not  only  to  the  dilhonour  of 
«  God,  but  alfo  their  own  lofs  and  forrow.  We  therefore 
<!  find  ourfelves  now  again  concerned,  earneftly  to  prefs  all 
“  friends  to  be  diligent  in  the  obfervation  thereof:  and  to  in- 
“  treat  that  fuch,  who  may  have  been  fo  milled,  may  come  to 
“  a  due  fer.fe  of  it,  and  fincerely  repent. 

“  And  whereas,  in  our  Epiftle  of  1719,  we  did  earneftly 
“  caution  againft  defrauding  the  king  of  his  cuftoms,  duties, 
“  or  excife,  or  encouraging  fuch  clandeftine  practices,  by  buy- 
“  ing  goods  reafcnably  fufpeCted  to  be  run  ;  in  which  advice 
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ferers  thereby,  the  favourable  opportunity  the  c  h  a  p. 
people  called  Quakers  were  waiting  for,  to  procure  II. 

a  law  for  fuch  form  of  affirmation,  as  might  be 
more  univerfally  eafy  to  their  membe'S,  did  not  U2®- 
occur  till  the  next  year,  when  being  encouraged 
with  hopes  offuccefs,they  took  fuch  previous  Heps 
as  appeared  to  them  expedient  to  facilitate  the  pro¬ 
gress  and  paffing  of  an  act  for  that  purpofe. 

The  firll  was  an  application  of  Jofeph  Wyeth, 
in  a  letter  to  the  king,  which  it  is  fuppofed 
was  of  good  fervice  to  the  caufe,  as  he  was  well  1721. 
known  and  well  refpe&ed  by  the  king,  whofe 
countenance  to  the  application  was  doubtlefs 
greatly  contributory  to  its  fuccefs. 

The  next  was  a  petition  to  parliament  as  fol- 
loweth : 

(i  The  humble  petition  of  the  People  called 
“  Quakers,  on  behalf  of  fuch  of  their  friends 
“  who  fcruple  the  prefent  form  of  affirmation, 

“  Sheweth, 

“  That  they  humbly  beg,  thankfully  to  re- 
“  member,  that  the  firll  legal  privileges  which, 

“  as  a  people  they  were  favoured  with,  were 
“  granted  in  the  reign  of  King  William  III. 

“  of  happy  memory,  amongfi:  which  privi- 

“  leges 

“  thi-;  meeting  having  in  that  epiftlebeen  very  particular,  doth 
"  refer  thereunto,  and  prefs  the  fame  again  ;  and  that  friends 
“  do  honeftly  and  cheerfully  pay  their  tributes  to  the  govern- 
“  ment,  under  which  they  enjoy  protection.  And  as  we  warn 
“  againftthe  in  juftice  afore faid,  fo  likevviTe  againft  allthepro- 
“  voking  fins  of  this  age,  which  draw  down  the  heavy  judg- 
“  ments  of  God.” 
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chap.“  leges  was,  that  their  folemn  affirmation  ffiould 
ii.  “  in  certain  cafes  be  accepted  inftead  of  an 
% — '  «  oath,  which  being  made  perpetual  in  the 
1721.  «  f\rft  year  of  our  prefent  gracious  fovereign, 
«  they  now  moll  gratefully  acknowledge  :  That 
“  they  alfo  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  many 
“  of  their  friends  do  confcientioufly  fcruple 
«  the  prefent  form  of  folemn  affirmation,  where- 
«  by  they  have  fallen  under  great  fufferings 
«  by  imprifonment  or  lofs  in  their  property, 
“  they  being  not  able  to  anfwer  in  courts  of 
<c  equity,  take  probates  of  wills,  prove  debts 
«  on  commiffion  of  bankruptcies,  verify  their 
«  entries  on  the  leather  or  candle  aft,  take  up 
«  their  freedoms  in  corporations,  be  admitted 
ec  to  their  polls  on  their  freeholds,  give  evidence 
“  on  behalf  of  others  not  of  their  perfua- 
«  hon,  declare  their  fidelity  to  the  prefent  go- 
«  vernment,  or  take  the  effeft  of  -the  abjuration 
«  as  by  law  required,  all  which  they  humbly 
«  conceive  are  hardlhips,-  which  by  thefe  acts 
“  were  intended  to  be'  removed  and  prevented. 

“  The  petitioners  therefore  mod  humbly 
“  pray,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
“  for  fuch  form  of  affirmation  or  declaration 
“  as  may  remove  thefe  difficulties,  which  many 
4  of  them  lie  under,  or  fuch  other  relief  as 
“  as  you  in  your  wifdom  fhall  fee  meet.  And 
your  petitioners  fhall  pray.” 

The  above  petition  was  figned  by  one  hundred 
and  thirty  two  friends. 


B  elides 
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Befides  thefe  applications,  others  were  made  CHAP, 
by  particular  friends  to  fuch  members  of  both  11. 
houfes,  I  prefume,  as  they  were  acquainted 
with,  had  influence  upon,  or  were  apprehend-  lXZI: 
ed  to  be  friendly.  Thomas  Story,  in  particu- onstofoii- 
lar,  applied  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who  readi- citthePar* 
ly  promifed  his  intereft  and  influence,  and  de.fingtheAfl' 
fired  his  fon,  fliled  the  Lord  Morpeth,  to  do 
the  fame  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  He  advifed  Thomas  to  make 
his  firfl  application  to  the  Earl  of  Sunderland, 
fecretary  of  flate,  and  procured  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  fpeaking  to  him.  Thomas  informed 
him,  “  that  though  the  king,  his  miniftry,  and 
“  the  parliament  intended  the  people  called 
“  Quakers  a  great  favour  in  perpetuating  the 
“  affirmation  ad,  as  it  then  flood,  yet  it  did 
<c  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed  ;  for  a  great  part 
<c  of  that  people  could  not  comply  with  it, 

“  the  terms,  in  their  apprehenfion,  importing  a 
“  difference  from  the  dodrine  of  Chrifl.”  He 
then  produced  the  form  of  the  ad,  and  alfo 
that  which  the  meeting  had  agreed  to,  which, 
when  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  had  perufed,  he 
faid,  “  You  might  have  had  the  latter  as  foon 
“  as  the  former  if  you  had  applied  for  it ;  for 
“  what  we  did  was  to  ferve  you  in  your  own 
“  way  ;  and  you  yourfelves  foliciting  for  it,  we 
“  thought  we  had  fully  gratified  you  ;  and  were 
“  informed  that  a  very  few  of  you  were  dif- 
“  fatisfied  with  that  form,  and  thofe  a  fed 
“  among  you,  milled  by  Mr.  Penn  in  difloy- 
“  alty  to  the  government  and  in  favour  to  the 
“  Pretender,  and  who  did  not  defire  it  of  the 
“  prefent  government,  hoping  for  it  by  another 

“  in 
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CHAP.“  in  time ;  and  thofe  who  were  fatisfied  with 
ii.  “  that  form  were  Mr.  Mead’s  friends,  and  prin- 
v— “v—-'  “  cipled  for  the  revolution  and  prefent  govern- 
1721.  et  ment  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover  ;  and  one  fort 
<£  called  Pennites  and  the  other  Meadites.”* 

To  this  Thomas  Story  replied,  “  This  is  only 
ec  a  calumny  artfully  invented  to  defame  our 
“  fociety,  and  render  the  more  diftreffed  fuf- 
e{  peeled  by  the  king  and  government,  that  we 
“  might  receive  no  relief;  and  it  is  a  great 

cruelty 

*  Remarks  of  the  like  kind  were  formerly  made  by  King 
William  upon  the  perfonal  application  of  fome  friends  to  him 
in  relation  to  their  fuffering  for  tithes,  and  preparing  the  way 
for  the  firft  Affirmation  Aft.  Whereby  we  may  cblerve  how 
Princes  are  frequently  impofedupon,  and  fubjefts  mifreprefent- 
ed,  frequently  unknown  to  them,  where  they  have  no  opportu¬ 
nity  to  vindicate  themfelves.  The  King  in  the  courfeof  their 
converfation,  remarked,  “  You  are  a  divided  people  and  fome 
“  of  you  difaffefted  to  the  government.”  To  which  George 
Whitehead  and  others  replied,  “  As  we  are  a  people  we  are 
“  not  divided,  but  in  union.  Although  fome  have  feparated 
“  from  us,  and  therefore  are  not  of  us ,  moll;  of  thefe  were 
“  fome  diforderly  perfons,  who  were  therefore  denied  by  us.” 
To  the  latter  chargeGeorge  Whitehead  replied,  “  Ti ;  an  hard 
“  matter  for  us  to  enter  into  the  private  affections  of  perfons 
“  without  fome  overt  aft  ;  whereby  we  do  not  know  that  any 
“  of  our  friends  have  manifefted  any  difaffeftion  to  the  govern- 
“  ment  j  for  if  we  did  certainly  know,  that  any  of  thefe  in 
“  communion  with  us,  fhould  in  word  or  deed  /hew  any  difaf- 
“  feftion  to  the  prefent  government,  we  fhould  certainly  dif- 
“  own  them  therein,  and  give  teftimony  againft  them.  ’Tis 
“  true  we  have  been  afperfed  and  mifreprefented  with  fuch 
“  nicknames  as  Meadites  and  Pennites,  asifwefet  up  feft-mafters 
“  among  us,  yet  we  own  no  fuch  thing,  but  Ch rist  Jesus  to 
“  be  our  only  Ma/ler,  as  we  are  a  chrilfian  fociety  and  people.” 
The  King  appeared  ferious  and  well  fatisfied,  and  befriended 
»;hem  in  their  applications  for  relief  in  both  cafes. 
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“  cruelty  and  hardffiip.  I  do  not  know  or  ever  chap. 
44  heard  of  any  fuch  fedt,  party  or  parties  among  n. 

44  us,  l'o  attached  to  William  Penn  or  William 
“  Mead,  or  any  other  perfon  ;  for  we  are  not  a  1"21’ 

44  people  fubjedt  to  be  led  by  fedt-mafters,  but 
44  to  follow  God  and  Chrift  only  in  matters  of 
44  religion ;  and  as  fuch,  the  denying  of  all 
44  oaths  we  believe  to  be  a  part  of  our  duty. 

44  And  as  to  thofe  who  are  among  us,  who 
44  cannot  comply  with  the  prefent  affirmation, 

44  I  know  they  are  as  loyal  to  king  George,  and 
44  as  true  to  his  government,  as  any  of  his  fub- 
44  jedts  in  all  his  dominions ;  for  I  have  lately 
44  been  amongfl  them  in  a  general  way.  And 
44  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  himfelf  likewife  knows, 

44  that  many  of  our  friends,  whom  he  hath  re- 
44  lieved  by  his  intereft,  who  had  fuffered  much 
44  for  non-compliance  with  the  affirmation,  were 
44  as  loyal  as  any  others.” 

The  refult  of  this  conference  was  fuch  as  gave 
the  friends  good  hope  of  fuccefs,  as  they  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  would 
be  their  friend  in  their  application  to  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Further  applications  were  made  to  the  duke 
of  Somerfet,  the  biffiops  of  Canterbury,  York, 
and  Carlifle,  who  all  behaved  courteously ;  but 
the  archbifhop  of  York  fignified  he  could  not 
befriend  them  in  that  cafe.  It  looks  by  thefe 
applications,  as  if  the  greateft  oppofition  was  ex¬ 
pected  in  the  houfe  of  peers. 

The  aforefaid  petition  being  delivered,  the  Paired  i>y 
houfe  of  commons  complied  with  the  requeft  ^r^oro' 
thereof  j  but  it  produced  a  warm  debate  in  the 

houfe 
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chap,  houfe  of  peers.  Several  of  the  bifhops,  "who  by 
ii.  their  oppofition,  exceptions  and  amendments, 
v— contrived  to  form  the  affirmation  into  the  fub- 
172 1.  fiance  of  an  oath  in  their  own  opinions,  as  was 
bitedin -he'  confeffed  by  fome  of  themfelves,  and  laid  the 
houfe  of  foundation  for  the  prefent  application,  exerted 
Lords.  their  endeavours  to  prevent  the  fuccefs  thereof. 

Atterbury,  bifhop  of  Rochefler, 1  a  man  of  great 
parts  and  great  learning,  but  ambitious,  facti¬ 
ous  and  turbulent  both  in  church  and  flate ;  the 
champion  of  the  high  church  party,  and  a  de¬ 
termined  foe  to  the  diffenting  interefl,  reflected 
upon  the  people  called  Quakers  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  with  his  accuflomed  acrimony,  faying, 
tc  he  did  not  know,  vffiy  fuch  a  diflinguiffiing 
“  mark  of  indulgence  fhould  be  allowed  to  a 
“  fet  of  people  who  were  hardly  ckrljllans .”  b  He 
was  feconded  by  the  Earl  of  Stafford,  Lords 
North  and  Grey,  and  the  Archbifliop  of  York; 
thefe  were  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Sunderland, 
the  Duke  of  Argyle,  White  Rennet  Bifhop  of 
Peterborough,  the  Earl  of  Ilay,  and  the  Earl  of 
Macklesfield ;  and  the  queftion  being  put  for 
committing  the  bill,  it  was  carried  in  the  affir¬ 
mative  by  fixty-four  agamft  fourteen.  On  the 
17th,  1  imo.  O.  S.  commonly  called  January,  the 
lords  were  to  go  into  a  grand  committee  on  the 
bill,  but  were  prevented  by  an  unexpected 
petition  from  fome  of  the  London  clergy,  which 
was  prefented  by  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  and 
was  as  follows  : 


“  To 


a  Burnet. 


b  Hiftorv  of  Rehgrons. 
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To  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual 
44  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  affembled. 


1721. 


44  The  humble*  petition  of  the  Clergy  in  and 
44  about  London,  with  all  fubmiilion, 

44  Sheweth, 


44  That  there  is  a  bill  now  depending  in  Fetition  of 
44  your  Lordfliips  houfe,  entitled,  An  ad  for  ^ 

44  granting  the  people  called  Quakers,  fuel:  a  form  againfi  it. 
<c  °f  affirmation  or  declaration ,  as  may  remove  the 
“  difficulties,  which  many  of  them  labour  under. 

44  Which  bill,  fhould  it  pafs  into  a  law,  as 
44  it  may  in  its  confequences  nearly  affect  the 

44  property 

*  That  this  petition  was  looked  upon  in  an  unfavourable 
light,  and  as  procured  to  ferve  a  purpofe,  by  many  of  the 
peers,  is  mar.ifetl  from  the  conference,  which  Thomas  Story 
relates,  he  had  with  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  on  the  day  the  bill 
was  palled.  Thomas  Story  informed  him,  “  that  as  he  came, 

“  he  heard  both  ur.iverfities  intended  to  petition  againft  the 
“  bill,  as  the  clergy  in  and  about  London  had  already  done, 

“  which  might  occafion  much  trouble  and  delay.”  The  Duke 
replied,  “  perhaps  Oxford  may  attempt  fomething  that  way, 

“  being  influenced  by  tne  Bifhops  of  York,  Chefter,  Rochef- 
“  ter>  and  the  relb  of  that  fort ;  but  if  they  fhould,  they  are 
“  obnoxious.  As  to  Cambridge  they  have  done  nothing, 

“  There  area  fet  of  fellows  calling  themfelves  the  clergy  in 
“  ar|d  about  London,  who  have  fent  in  a  petition,  wherein 
“  they  pretend  to  blame  both  houfes  of  parliament  for  cncou- 
“  raging  a  fe£t,  which  they  rank  with  Turks,  Jew's  and  othcr 
“  Infidels ;  as  if  wre  were  to  be  impofed  upon  by  them,  and 
receive  their  diftate  ,  or  knew  not  what  to  do  without  their 
“  directions :  Befidesvve  do  not  know' who  they  are  ;  for  there 
“  are  five  hundred  of  the  clergy  in  and  about  London,  and  we 
find  only  forty-one  names  to  their  petition,  and  thefe  very 
tf  obfeure.” 
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chap.  44  property  of  the  fubject  in  general,  fo  it  will 
ii.  44  in  a  more  efpecial  manner,  endanger  the 
v— ■ -v'--'  44  legal  maintenance  of  the  clergy  by  tithes  ; 

‘72i-  44  inafmuch  as  the  people  called  Quakers  pre- 

44  tend  to  deny  the  payment  upon  a  principle 
44  of  confcience  j  and  therefore  as  your  petiti- 
44  oners  apprehend,  may  be  under  ftrong  in- 
44  ducements  to  eafe  their  confciences  in  that 
44  refpeft,  by  violating  them  in  another,  when 
44  their  fimple  affirmation  in  behalf  of  friends 
44  of  the  fame  perfuafion  ffiall  pafs  in  all  courts 
44  of  judicature  for  legal  evidence. 

*  44  However,  the  injuries  that  your  petitioners 

44  in  their  private  affairs  may  poffibly  fuffer, 
44  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  of  fmall  account 
44  with  them,  in  comparifon  of  the  mifchiefs 
44  which  may  redound  to  fociety  from  the  in- 
44  diligence  intended,  as  it  feems  to  imply,  that 
44  juftice  may  be  duly  adminiffered,  and  go- 
44  vernment  fupported,  without  the  intervention 
44  of  a  fclemn  appeal  to  God,  as  a  witnefs  of 
44  the  truth  of  what  is  faid,  by  all  perfons,  in 
44  all  cafes,  of  great  importance  to  the  com- 
44  mon  welfare  ;  whereas  your  petitioners  are 
44  firmly  perfuaded,  that -an  oath  was  inftituted 
44  by  God  himfelf,  as  the  fureft  bond  of  fidelity 
44  among  men,  and  hath  been  efteemed,  and 
44  found  to  be  fo,  by  the  wifdom  and  experience 
44  of  all  ages  and  all  nations. 

44  But  that  which  chiefly  moves  your  petiti- 
44  oners  to  apply  to  your  lordfhips,  is  their  feri- 
44  ous  concern,  left  the  minds  of  good  men 
44  fhould  be  grieved  and  wounded,  and  the 
44  enemies  of  chriftianity  triumph,  when  they 
44  fhail  fee  fuch  condefcenfions  made,  by  a 

44  chriftian 
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tc  chriftian  legiflature,  to  a  fet  of  men  whocHAP. 
c{  renounce  the  divine  inftitution  of  Chritl,  11. 

“  particularly  that  by  which  the  faithful  are  -v — > 
“  initiated  into  his  religion,  and  denominated  I721* 

“  chriftians ;  and  who  cannot,  on  this  account, 

“  according  to  the  uniform  judgment  and  prac- 
e<  tice  of  the  catholic  church,  be  deemed  worthy 
“  of  that  facred  name. 

“  Your  petitioners  moreover  crave  leave  to 
“  represent  to  your  Lordffiips,  that,  upon  the 
“  bell  information  they  can  get,  the  inllances 
“  wherein  any  Quaker  hath  refufed  the  folemn 
ic  affirmation,  preicribed  by  an  act  in  the  feventh 
“  and  the  eighth  year  of  William  III.  have, 

<c  from  the  palling  of  that  act  to  this  day, 

Ci  been  exceeding  rare ;  fo  that  there  might  be 
cc  ground  to  hope,  that  the  continued  ufe  of 
“  the  faid  folemn  affirmation  would,  by  de- 
“  grees,  have  entirely  cured  that  people  of  all 
<c  thofe  unreafonable  prejudices  againft  an  oath, 

“  which  the  favour  deligned  them  by  this 
4t  bill  may  tend  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm. 

“  And  your  petitioners  humbly  leave  it  to 
“  your  lordffiips  wife  deliberations,  whether 
tc  luch  an  extraordinary  indulgence  granted  to 
“  a  people  already,  as  is  conceived,  too  numer- 
<c  ous,  may  not  contribute  to  multiply  their 
tc  feel,  and  tempt  perfons  to  profefs  them- 
“  felves  Quakers,  in  order  to  be  exempted 
“  from  the  obligation  of  oaths,  and  to  (land 
“  upon  a  foot  of  privilege  not  allowed  to 
“  the  belt  chriftians  in  the  kingdom.  Your 
<c  petitioners  therefore  humbly  hope,  that  thefe 
“  and  other  confiderations  which  may  offer 
“  themfelves  to  your  lordffiips  great  wildom, 

“  may 
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C  H  A  P.  u  may  induce  your  lordffiips  not  to  give  your 

ii.  “  confent  to  the  palling  of  this  bill  into  a 

^  “  law, 

1721. 

cc  .And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever  pray,  &c.” 

The  archbiffiop  of  York  fpoke  in  behalf  of 
this  petition,  and  moved  that  it  might  be  read  ; 
and  he  was  feconded  by  feveral  bilhops  and 
noblemen.  However,  the  petition  was  branded 
as  a  feditious  libel,  and  rejected  by  the  majo¬ 
rity.  On  the  18th  nmo.  O.  S.  called  January, 
the  lords  went  into  a  committee  on  the  bill, 
and  after  reading  the  firft  claufe,  the  archbi- 
Ihop  of  Canterbury  moved,  that  the  Quakers 
affirmation  might  not  be  allowed  in  courts  of 
judicature,  but  among  themfelves ;  and  the 
The  bat  archbiffiop  of  York  moved  for  a  claufe,  that  the 
palled  by  Quakers  affirmation  ffiould  not  go  in  any  fuit 
tae  ^ori.s.  ]aw  for  tithes  but  after  fome  debate,  the 
queftion  being  put  thereupon,  was  carried  in 
the  negative  by  fifty -two  voices  againft  twenty- 
one  ;  and  the  queftion  being  put  in  the  houfe, 
whether  the  bill  Ihould  pafs,  it  was  refolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

By  this  bill  the  affirmation  was  eftablifited  in 
this  fimple  form,  /,  A.  B.  do  folemnly ,  ftncerely , 
and  truly  declare  and  affirm ,  whereby  eafe  and  re¬ 
lief  was  extended  univerfally  to  the  members  of 
this  fociety  in  refpeft  to  oaths,  and  to  the  in- 
conveniencies  and  Ioffes  in  their  commercial  en¬ 
gagements,  to  which,  on  many  occaftons  they 
were  liable,  through  their  incapacity  to  give  a 
legal  teftimonv  without  injuring  the  peace  of 
their  own  conferences ;  for  which  favour  they 

were 
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were  thankful,  in  the  firft  place,  to  that  divine  CH  A  p. 
Being,  who  turneth  the  hearts  of  Kings  and  n. 
Princes ;  and  next,  to  the  king  and  his  minif-  v — 
ters  for  their  particular  favour,  as  expreffed  in 
the  epiftle  from  their  next  yearly  meeting:  1722, 
as  follows  : 

“  We  acknowledge  the  goodnefs  of  God,  inTheyearir 
“  difpofing  the  legillature  to  grant  us,  the  laft  meetings 
“  feflion  of  parliament,  fuch  form  of  affirmation,  Ldgment  of 
“  as,  by  accounts  received,  we  find  very  fatis- thefavour- 
“  factory  to  all  the  brethren ;  for  which  we  are 
“  truly  thankful  to  God,  and  thofe  in  autho- 
“  rity. .  And  as  we  are  well  fatisfied  with  the  care  • 
cc  of  friends  in  London,  in  their  addreffing  the 
“  king  thereupon,  and  thankful  for  his  excel- 
“  lent  and  favourable  anfwer,  fo  alfo  with  their 
“  care  in  writing  and  difperfing  the  late  epiftle 
“  of  caution  concerning  the  ufe  thereof.  Which 
“  good  advice  this  meeting  recommends  with 
“  the  greateft  eagernefs,  that  there  be  no  other 
“  than  an  honeft  and  confcientious  ufe  made  of 
‘£  this  farther  indulgence  granted  us.” 

Of  the  Epiftle  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
paragraph,  this  is  a  copy  : 

“  An  Epiftle  of  caution  to  friends  in  general,  Epiftle  of 
“  relating  to  the  folemn  affirmation,  from  a  cerningX" 
“  meeting  held  in  London  the  2d  of  the  firft  ufe  thereof. 

“  month,  January,  1721-2. 

“  Dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 


CC 


“  This  meeting,  under  a  weighty  fenfe  of  the 
great  favour,  which  it  hath  pleal'ed  the  Lord 
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chap.  44  to  incline  the  heart  of  the  king  and  thofe  in 
ii.  44  the  government  to  grant  us,  by  paffing  into  a 
v — 44  law  a  form  of  folernn  affirmation,  which  will 

1721'2-  «  rem0ve  the  confcientious  fcruples  many  friends 

44  lay  under  (and  thereby  enable  all  to  follow 
“  their  lawful  occupations,  trades  and  concerns, 

44  without  lett  or  hindrance  on  any  account) 
44  doth  find  a  concern  to  recommend  to  all 
44  friends  in  their  quarterly,  monthly,  and  par- 
44  ticular  meetings,  where  this  law  doth  or  may 
44  extend. 

44  That  they  in  an  efpecial  manner  have  a 
44  watchful  eye  and  overfight  of  their  feveral 
44  members,  that  this  great  favour  be  not  abufed 
44  or  mifufed  by  any  profeffing  truth  with  us. . 

44  Our  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl: 
44  told  his  difciples,  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world, 
44  a  city  fet  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid.  And  in  every 
44  age/  as  many  as  do  walk  in  obedience  to 
44  his  gofpel,  muff  unavoidably  be  fo  .  the  daily 
44  crofs  and  felf  denial,  which  lie  doth  enjoin 
44  thofe  fure  tokens  of  a  chriinan  dLcipline) 
44  are  public  marks  eafily  feen,  and  readily  ob- 
44  ferved  by  thofe  with  whom  we  have  occafion 
44  of  bufinefs  or  converfe,  and  our  tranfacling 
44  hereof  with  uprightnefs,  juftice  and  modera- 
44  tion,  will  ffiew  that  we  have  an  awful  regard 
44  to  our  Lord  jefus  Chrifl,  whom  we  acknov- 
44  ledge  and  declare  to  be  our  great  lawgiver  and 
44  example. 

44  The  great  end  and  defign  ©f  the  new  co- 
44  venant,  grace  and  truth,  wnich  is  come  b\ 
44  him,  is  to  draw  men  into  obedience  to  his 
44  law  written  in  the  heart,  by  which  only  the 
44  infide  can  be  made  clean,  and  according 
44  to  the  degrees  of  obedience  to  this  cm  ine 
°  44  law, 
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«4  law,  which  the  apoftle  calls  the  lau>  of  the CHAP' 
44  fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus ,  the  proper  effett 
44  thereof  will  appear,  that  is,  the  outfide  will 
«  be  clean  alfo.  Hereby  truth,  juftice,  righte- 
«  oufnefs  and  charity,  will  fhine  forth  in  the 
«  words  and  actions  of  fuch,  and  then  may 
“  truly  be  applied  to  them  the  faying  of  Chrift, 

“  a  city  that  is  fet  upon  a  hill  cannot  be  hid. 

44  Befide  the  inward  engagements  of  this  di- 
«  vine  law,  to  fpeak  and  act  according  to  truth, 

44  there  is  at  this  time  alfo  an  outward  engage- 
“  ment,  which  the  government  hath  laid  upon 
44  uS,  not  only  by  the  favour  of  this  act,  but 
“  alfo  by  the  manner  wherein  they  have  con- 
44  firmed  it.  For  in  the  preamble  it  is  faid — 

4  It  is  evident  that  the  faid  people  called  Qua- 
4  kers  have  not  abufed  the  liberty  and  indul- 
4  gence  allowed  them  by  law.’ 

44  Which,  teftimony  of  the  legiflature  con- 
44  cerning  the  ufe  of  the  late  folemn  affirmation, 

44  upon  twenty-five  years  experience,  ought  at 
44  leaft  to  ftir  up  all  friends  to  great  watchful- 
44  nefs  and  care,%in  the  ufe  of  this  further  eafe 
44  and  relief,  that  this  teftimony  may  be  con- 
44  tinued,  and  thereby  confirm  the  government 
44  in  their  favourable  fentiments  concerning 
44  us. 

44  And  feeing  this  fignal  indulgence  may 
44  draw  the  eyes  and  obfervations  of  many 
44  people  upon  us,  it  may  be  expected  among 
44  thefe,  fome  will  look  on  us  with  an  evil  eye, 

44  watch  for  our  halting,  and  feek  occafion  a- 
44  gainft  us  upon  any  mis-ufe  or  abule  of  this 
44  legal  privilege,  which  any  profeffing  truth 
44  with  us,  or  but  bearing  the  name,  ffiould  fall 
44  into,  or  commit. 

Vol.  IV.  O  •  “  Firft, 
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chap  a  Firft,  therefore,  that  there  be  no  mifure 
u*  “of  this  favour,  we  do  earneftly  defire 
“  and  entreat,  that  the  feveral  meetings  do 
172 2'  44  advife  and  exhort  friends  that  they  watch 
44  againft  all  vexatious  and  trifling  caufes  of 
44  differences,  and  not  for  any  fuch  caufe  im- 
44  plead  or  commence  fuits  of  law  upon  the  en- 
44  couragement  of  this  folemn  affirmation,  for 
44  that  would  certainly  be  a  perverting  the  good 
44  defign  of  the  government,  in  granting  there- 
44  of,  and  muff  be  deemed  a  great  mifufe  of  this 
44  privilege. 

44  Secondly,  that  there  be  no  abufe  thereof 
44  committed,  we  do  in  like  manner  intreat  and 
44  defire  that  friends  may  be  exhorted  and  ad- 
44  vifed,  when  any  juft  and  valuable  occafion 
44  doth  require  any  to  make  ufe  of  this  affir- 
44  mation,  that  fuch  friend  or  friends  be  very 
44  confiderate  and  fure  of  the  .tfuth  of  what 
44  they  are  about  to  affirm  ;  for  where  property 
44  or  liberty  are  concerned,  a  falfe  or  corrupt 
44  evidence  is  very  injurious,  and  may  prove 
44  deftructive ;  befides  it  ou^lit  on  all  occafions 
44  to  be  remembered,  that  a  falfe  witnefs  jhall 
44  not  be  unpunifhed,  and  he  that  fpeaketh  lies 
44  Jhall  not  efcape *,  and  that  the  command,  thou 
44  Jh alt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs\,  is  as  well  in  the 
44  gofpel  as  in  the  law,  and  that  all  liars  jhall 
44  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with 
44  f  re  and  brimflone\.  To  thefe  inward  obliga- 
44  tions  on  the  confcience  of  truth  fpeaking, 
44  there  is  alfo  added  the  outward  guard  of  pains, 
44  penalties  and  forfeitures,  to  be  mflifled  on 
44  fuch  as  fhall  lawfully  be  convidted  of  wilful, 

•  *  Prov.  xix.  5.  f  Rom.  xiii.  9.  X  Rev*  xx^* 

44  falfe 
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ct  falfe  and  corrupt  affirming  or  declaring,  as  if 
“  the  fame  perfon  had  been  convicted  of  wil- 
“  ful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

“  We  cannot  omit  alfo  to  remind  you,  that 
“  fhould  any  under  our  name,  fo  far  depart 
“  from  the  righteous  law  of  God,  as  herein  to 
“  become  guilty,  they  will  thereby  contract  to 
<c  themfelves  perpetual  infamy,  and  to  the 
“  body  whereof  they  may  pretend  to  be  mem- 
“  bers,  very  great  fcandal  and  reproach,  and 
fuch  inftances  repeated  might  provoke  the  go- 
“  vernment  to  deprive  us  of  this  great  benefit. 
tc  How  great  would  be  the  load  of  guilt  on  any, 
“  who  fhould  be  the  occafion  thereof! 

“  Let  it  therefore  be  confidered  that  the 
“  ground  of  our  petitioning  and  foliciting  for 
“  this  further  eafe  and  relief  was  a  confcien- 
“  cious  fcruple  ;  how  infamous  therefore  would 
<c  it  be  for  any  who  profefs  a  fcruple  to  fwear 
“  at  all,  at  the  fame  time  to  be  guilty  of  falfe 
£<  affirming,  and  while  they  pretend  to  great 
te  degrees  of  purity,  to  fall  fhort  of  common 
“  honefty  ;  it  is  indeed  among  the  highefl  de- 
“  grees  of  hypocrify,  a  crime  abhorred  by  God 
cc  and  man. 

“  Dear  friends,  under  the  very  weighty  con- 
<c  fideration  of  thefe  things,  this  epiltle  is  re- 
‘s  commended  to  you,  in  order  to  ftir  up  all  to 
“  be  careful  upon  every  occafion  to  prevent 
“  the  many  evils  and  mifchiefs  which  may  en- 
<c  fue  upon  the  abufe  of  fo  great  a  favour, 
“  which  care  we  think  may  in  fome  meafure  be 
“  anfwered  by  two  or  three  faithful  and  judi- 
“  cious  friends,  attending  the  affizes  and  quar- 
“  ter  feffions  in  every  county,  whereby  they 
<e  may  be  of  fervice  in  feveral  refpeds ;  as 
’  O  2  “  fir  It, 
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c  h  A  P.  cc  if  there  fhould  come  to  thofe  courts  any 

n*  46  pretending  to  be  Quakers,  and  under  that 
“  pretence  require  to  be  admitted  to  our  fo- 
1?22‘  ec  lemn  affirmation,  and  thereby  excufe  them- 
“  felves  from  an  oath,  which  they  may  hold  as 
“  a  great  fanction,  to  the  prejudice  of  an  honed 
«  caufe,  which  may  fuffer  through  fuch  deceit ; 
«  while  in  truth  they  are  not  Quakers,  nor  by 
“  us  reputed  fuch  ;  here  friends  will  be  at  hand 
44  to  detect  fuch  impollors.  Secondly,  they  will 
“  have  fervice  in  advifing  any  friends,  who  may 
“  be  obliged  to  attend  either  at  the  affizes  or 
44  feffions  in  any  caufe,  wherein  they  may  hand 
44  in  need,  as  alfo  to  be  affifting  to  any  friend, 
44  that  no  impofitions,  or  addition  of  words  be 
44  put  to  the  affirmation,  cither  unwarily  or  de- 
44  fignedly,  by  any  officer,  with  purpofe  to  en- 
44  fnare. 

44  To  all  thefe  particulars  we  -think  it  necef- 
44  fary  to  add,  and  very  earneftly  and  tenderly 
44  to  recommend  to  all  friends,  that  as  much  as 
44  may  be  they  avoid  all  difputes  and  differen- 
44  ces  with  their  neighbours,  and  as  much  as 
44  poffibl q  *  follow  peace  with  all  men  ;  and  in  a 
44  particular  manner  w7e  do  prefs  that  all  dif- 
44  putes  and  differences  between  friends  be  avoid- 
64  ed,  or  if  any  do  happen,  that  earnell  endea- 
44  vours  be  ufed,  by  accommodation  or  equita- 
44  ble  and  impartial  reference  to  end  them  with- 
44  out  going  to  law,  that  fo  the  rebuke  of  the 
44  apoltle  may  not  neceffarily  be  applied  to  any, 
44  *  nczv  therefore  there  is  utterly  a  fault  among 
44  you,  becaufe  ye  go  to  law  with  one  another . 

d  Heb.  xii.  14.  e  Cor.  vi.  7. 
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44  Dear  friends,  thefe  things  in  a  chriftian  CHAP. 
44  concern  of  mind  we  have  reprefented,  in  or-  n* 

44  der  that  all  may  be  Itirred  up  to  an  humble  v 
44  and  faithful  walking,  not  as  knowing  that  any  17 22 ' 

44  will  fall  Ihort  in  the  above  particulars.  1  But, 

44  beloved,  we  are  perfuaded  better  things  of  you  ; 

44  and  things  that  accompany  falvation,  though 
44  we  thus  /peak. 

44  Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  faid  meeting  by 
44  BENJAMIN  BEALING.” 


By  an  act,  22  Geo.  II.  1749,  *  the  affirma-  1749. 
tion  was  made  perpetual,  and  to  operate  in  all  Affirmation 
cafes,  wherein  by  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  ail  cafes, 
now  in  force,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  an  oath  whethcr 
is  required,  although  no  particular  or  exprefs  expreffed  in 
mention  be  made  for  that  purpofe  in  fuch  act  or  a"y  a<R  or 
ads,  wdth  the  fame  force  as  an  oath,  except  in 
criminal  cafes,  to  ferve  on  juries,  or  to  bear  any 
office  or  place  of  profit  in  the  government. 

I11 


f  Heb.  vi.  9. 

*  In  an  aft,  intitled  an  ad  for  continuing  feveral  laws,  and 
for  allowing  the  Quakers  to  make  affirmation,  &c.  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  claufe  ;  “  And  whereas  a  doubt  has  arifen  whether  the 
folemn  affirmation  or  declaration  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
preferibed  by  an  ad  made  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  late  majefty  king  George  the  firft,  intitled  an  ad  for  grant¬ 
ing  the  people  called  Quakers  fuch  forms  of  affirmation  or 
declaration  as  may  remove  the  difficulties,  which  many  of  them 
lie  under,  can  be  allowed  and  taken  inftead  of  an  oath,  in 
any  cafe  wherein  by  any  ad  or  ads  of  parliament  an  oath  is 
required,  unlefs  the  faid  affirmation  or  declaration  be  by  fuch 
ad  or  ads  of  parliament  particularly  and  cxprefsly  di  reded  to 
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CHAP.  In  this  year  that  eminent  minifler  and  fervice- 
n-  able  member  of  this  fociety,  George  White- 
'^v^'  head,  of  the  city  of  London,  departed  this  life  ; 
Accouut3of  whole  religious  labours  for  the  convincement 
g.  white-  and  edification  of  friends,  fufferings  for  his  tef- 

head. 

be  allowed  and  taken  in  (lead  of  fiich  oath,  by  reafon  of  which 
doubt  the  tedimony  of  the  faid  people  called  Quakers  is  fre¬ 
quently  refufed,  whereby  the  faid  people,  and  others  requir¬ 
ing  their  evidence,  are  fubjeft  to  great  inconveniencies  ;  there¬ 
fore,  for  removing  the  faid  doubt,  be  it  enabled  and  declared, 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  in  all  cafes  wherein  by  any 
aft  or  afts  of  parliament  now  in  force,  or  hereafter  to  be 
made,  an  oath  is  or  fnail  be  allowed,  authorized,  directed 
or  required,  the  folemn  affirmation  or  declaration  of  any  of 
the  people  called  Quakers,  in  the  form  prefcribed  by  the  faid 
aft  made  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  faid  late  majedy’s  reign, 
ffiali  be  allowed  and  taken  indead  of  fuch  oath,  although  no 
particular  or  exprefs  provifion  be  made  for  that  purpofe  in 
fuch  aft  or  afts  ;  and  all  perfons  who  are  or  ffiali  be  au¬ 
thorized  or  required  to  adminider  fuch  oath,  ffiali  be,  and 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  adminiller  the  faid  af¬ 
firmation  or  declaration  ;  and  the  faid  folemn  affirmation  or 
declaration  fo  made,  as  aforefaid,  ffiali  be  adjudged  and  taken, 
and  is  hereby  enafted  and  declared  to  be  of  the  fame  force 
and  effeft,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  in  all  courts  of  judice, 
and  other  places,  where  by  law  an  oath  is  or  ffiali  be  allowed, 
authorized,  direfted  or  required,  as  if  fuch  Quaker  had  taken 
an  oath  in  the  ufual  form  ;  and  if  any  perfon  making  fuch  af¬ 
firmation  or  declaration  ffiali  be  lawfully  conviftted  of  having 
wilfullv,  falfely  and  corruptly  affirmed  or  declared  any  mat¬ 
ter  orfihing,  which,  if  the  fame  had  been  depofed  upon  oath 
in  the  ufual  form  would  have  amounted  to  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury,  every  perfon  fo  offending  ffiali  incur  andfufferthe  like 
pains,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  as  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of 
this  realm  are  to  be  inflifted  on  perfons  convifted  of  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury.  Provided  neverthelefs,  and  be  it  en¬ 
afted,  that  no  Quaker  ffiali,  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  be  qualified 
or  permitted  to  give  evidence  in  any  criminal  cafes,  or  to 
ferve  on  juries,  or  bear  any  office  or  place  of  profit  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withdanding.” 
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timony,  and  repeated  folicitations  to  the  govern-  CHAP 
ment,  under  a  fympathetic  concern  for  the  relief  n* 
of  his  friends  under  fuffering,  have  fupplied  confi-  ^7^ 
derable  materials  for  different  parts  of  this  hiftory, 
and  thereby  the  prefent  narrative  of  his  life  and 
a&ions  may  be  comprized  in  a  review  of  his 
early  years,  his  convincement  and  his  character, 
by  his  friends  who  were  perfonally  acquainted 
with  him. 

He  was  born  at  Sun-bigg,  in  the  parifh  of 
Orton,  in  the  county  of  Weflmorland,  about 
the  year  1636,  of  honefl  and  reputable  parents, 
who  gave  him  a  good  education  at  the  free- 
fchool  of  Blencoe  in  Cumberland,  wh£re  he 
made  a  confiderable  proficiency  in  thofe  called 
the  learned  languages.  As  to  profeflion  of  re¬ 
ligion  he  was  brought  up  in  the  fociety  of  the 
Prefbyterians.  But  perceiving  pretty  early  in 
life,  about  the  14th  year  of  his  age,  that  thofe 
people  and  miniflers  did  not  in  life  and  conver- 
fation  act  up  to  the  purity  of  their  profeilions, 
he  could  not  cordially  join  with  them,  before  he 
had  heard  of  the  exigence  of  fuch  a  people  as 
thofe  diftinguifhed  by  the  reproachful  denomina¬ 
tion  of  Quakers  ;  and  being  influenced  with  a 
fecret  defire  after  fomething  more  fubflantial 
than  he  was  yet  acquainted  with,  was  at  a  lofs 
wrhere  to  find  what  he  wanted,  and  became  even 
bewildered  in  the  fearch. 

Having  about  this  time  fome  religious  dil- 
courle  with  fome  fober-minded  young  men,  by 
whom  he  heard  of  a  few  people  called  Quakers 
at  Sedbergh  in  Yorkfhire,  and  in  the  barony  oi 
Kendal  in  Weflmorland,  he  concluded  to  go  to 
a  meeting  of  theirs,  which  was  held  at  Captain 
Ward’s,  at  Sunny-Bank  near  Grayrig  ;  and  here 
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chap,  we  have  an  inftance  that  a  very  few  words  fpo- 
ii.  ken  from  a  heart  affected  with  an  inward  fenfe  of 
' — a  divine  impreflion  may  be  more  effectual  under 
I72-3-  divine  influence,  to  fix  the  beft  impreflions  on 
the  minds  of  others,  than  the  molt  elaborate 
difcourfes  of  lettered  eloquence,  as  a  fhort  re¬ 
commendation  of  a  little  captive  maid,  was  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  healing  the  Aflyrian  captain  of  his 
leprofy.  He  was  fenfible  as  he  fat  in  the  meet¬ 
ing,  of  the  work  of  the  power  of  the  Lord,  re¬ 
ducing,  humbling  and  contriting  the  fpirits  of 
the  people,  although  but  few  words  were  fpoken, 
affecting  them  with  great  forrow  and  weeping, 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  godly  forrow  which 
produceth  unfeigned  repentance  ;  and  feeing  a 
young  maid  go  mourning  out  of  the  meeting, 
he  felt  an  inclination  to  follow  her  ;  he  faw  her 
fitting  on  the  ground,  with  her  head  bow¬ 
ed  down,  and*  apprehending  .herfelf  alone, 
file  gave  vent  to  rhe  fulnefs  of  her  heart,  in 
this  fhort  ejaculation,  “  Lord  make  me  clean  ! 
“  O  Lord,  make  me  clean !”  which  he  faid, 
“  did  more  deeply  ’and  reachingly  affedt  my 
“  heart  than  what  I  had  heard  fpoken  in  the 
«  meeting,  and  more  than  all  the  preaching  that 
<£  ever  I  heard  from  man  to  man.” 

He  continued,  being  fo  perfuaded  in  appre- 
henfion  of  duty,  to  frequent  the  aflemblies  of 
thefe  people,  who  were  as  yet  but  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  in  comparifon  of  what  he  lived  to  fee  them, 
notwithftanding  he  met  with  much  oppofition 
and  many  hard  fpeeches  from  fome  near  rela¬ 
tions  and  others,  who  were  under  the  influence 
of  the  priefls  or  preachers  of  the  age,  by  whom 
this  people  was  much  milreprefented. 


As 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS. 

As  his  mind  turned  to  the  true  light  which c 
enlighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world , 
he  was  thereby  illuminated  to  fee  his  inward 
and  outward  date  to  be  in  the  degeneration,  de¬ 
praved,  corrupted  and  alienated  from  the  life  of 
Chrift ;  that  he  had  a  fpiritual  warfare  to  en^ 
gage  in  and  accomplifh,  and  a  body  of  fin  to 
put  off,  though  not  grown  to  that  maturity  or 
ftrength,  as  in  many  of  thofe  of  riper  years,  who 
by  differing  their  propenfity  to  evil  to  grow  ha¬ 
bitual,  are  drawn  into  grofs  enormities,  by  which 
he,  being  in  the  innocency  of  his  youth,  was  as 
yet  untainted  ;  nevertheless  he  now  faw  a  necef- 
fity  of  being  cleanfed  from  fin,  and  being  born 
again,  to  be  redeemed  not  only  from  vifible 
evils,  but  from  levity,  vain  thoughts  and  ima¬ 
ginations,  and  wanderings  of  mind  ;  which  were 
fo  burdenfome  and  uneafv  to  him,  that  he  ear- 
neflly  prayed  for  power  to  fupprefs  and  get  the 
victory  over  them,  and  day  his  mind  that  he 
might  obtain  inward  peace. 

And  as  he  was  careful  to  wait  for  it  in  filence 
and  ftilnefs,  he  was  gradually  favoured  with  the 
power  he  defired  ;  the  meetings  he  frequented, 
he  informs  us,  were  much  fpent  in  filence,  yet  as 
they  came  to  experience  victory  over  fin,  and 
the  work  of  fan&ification  advancing,  they  were 
fometimes  filled  with  the  word  of  life,  and  then 
from  the  fulnefs  of  the  heart  his  mouth  (among 
fome  others)  was  opened  to  utter  a  few  words 
for  edification  and  comfort  to  each  other. 

It  was  out  of  thefe  meetings,  frequently  held 
in  lilence,  he  faith,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
raife  up  and  fend  forth  living  witneffes  of  his 
power  and  faithful  minifters  of  the  gofpel  in 
thofe  early  days  in  Weftmorland  and  ether 
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c  h  A  P.  northern  counties  ;  and  that  he  was  not  the  leaft 
n*  in,  qualification  and  fervice  is  abundantly  manifeft 
v  in  feveral  parts  of  this  hiftory. 

l‘23‘  He  was  one  whom  the  Lord  had  fitted  and 
prepared  by  his  holy  fpirit  for  the  work  where- 
imto  he  was  called,  and  whereby  he  was  one  of 
the  molt  able  minifters  of  the  gofpel  in  his  day. 
As  he  was  deep  in  the  experience  of  the  work  of 
redemption  and  reconciliation  to  God,  through 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  he  was  frequently  opened 
in  his  teftimonv,  to  unfold  the  mylteries  of  the 
heavenly  kingdom,  in  the  clear  demonstration  of 
the  fpirit  and  power,  dividing  the  word  aright, 
to  the  opening  of  the  underftandings  of  many 
unacquainted  with  the  work  of  pure  religion; 
and  to  the  comforting,  confirming  and  eftablifh- 
ing  thofe,  who  were  not  unacquainted  therewith, 
in  their  endeavours  after  a  growth  and  advance¬ 


ment  therein. 

He  was  not  only  a  zealous  affertor  of  the  true 
faith  and  doctrine  of  Chrift  in  a  found  and  intel¬ 
ligible  teftimony  ;  but  was  frequently  engaged  to 
take  up  his  pen  in  vindication  thereof  againft  ad- 
verfaries  and  oppofers,  as  well  as  on  many  other 
occafions,  and  was  careful  through  a  long  courfe 
of  life  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  the  gofpel  by  a 
circumfpect  condutft  and  religious  converfation, 
wherein  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit,  love,  joy,  long- 
fufferingj  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith,  meek- 
nefs  and  temperance,  did  eminently  fhine  forth, 
to  the  glory  of  God  and  reputation  of  his  reli¬ 
gious  profeffion. 

This  chriftian  deportment,  and  his  affable  dif- 
pofition  procured  him  refpect  and  efteem  amongft 
molt  people  of  all  ranks,  who  were  acquainted 
with  his  worth ;  which  was  conducive  to  open 
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his  way  to  that  part  of  his  public  fervice,  where-  chap 
in  he  was  eminently  engaged,  viz.  in  foiicita-  II# 
tion  to  feveral  kings,  parliaments,  bifhops  and 
other  perfons  in  authority,  for  the  relief  and  re¬ 
lease  of  his  friends  Suffering  under  fevers  per¬ 
fection  and  grievous  imprisonments  ;  in  exert¬ 
ing  llrenuous  endeavours  for  liberty  of  consci¬ 
ence,  and  for  relief  in  the  cafe  of  oaths,  in  which 
benevolent  interventions  on  behalf  of  his  bre¬ 
thren,  the  foregoing  pages  exhibit  his  diligence, 
often  through  the  divine  bleff.ng  crowned  with 
fuccefs. 

He  was  a  good  example  to  the  flock  in  all  his 
conduct,  and  particularly  in  his  diligent  attend¬ 
ance  of  meetings  for  worlhip  on  firit  and  week 
days,  and  other  meetings  for  the  fervice  of 
truth,  fo  long  as  he  was  favoured  with  ability  of 
body  ;  zealous  to  fupport  good  order  and  disci¬ 
pline  in  the  church  ;  as  he  was  careful  to  lay 
hands  Suddenly  on  no  man,  he  was  equally  cau¬ 
tious  not  to  be  hafty  in  calling  any  off,  while 
any  hopes  of  their  recovery  remained  ;  condef- 
cending  to  the  weak,  and  reproving  tranfgreflors 
in  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom,  for  their  preserva¬ 
tion  in  an  orderly  conversation,  and  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

He  was  a  tender  father  in  the  church,  fufl  of 
compaflion  to  the  poor,  and  Sympathy  with 
friends  under  affliction  in  body  or  mind  ;  a  di¬ 
ligent  vifitor  of  the  lick,  and  a  comforter  of  the 
mourners  ;  active  to  prevent  and  indullrious  to 
compofe  differences. 

Suftained  by  the  confeioufnefs  of  a  well-fpent 
life,  he  paflfed  the  lalt  infirmities  of  age  with  chrif- 
tian  patience  and  reflgnation  to  the  divine  will, 
defiring  but  in  fubmiflion  thereto,  to  be  diffolved 

and 


HISTORY  of  the 


504 


i723- 


CC 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


Friends  to 
be  admitt¬ 
ed  to  the 
freedom  of 
corpora¬ 
tions,  upon 
their  folemn 
affirmation 


■  and  be  with  Chrift ,  faying,  the  Jling  of  death  was 
taken  away ;  and  a  little  before  his  departure,  he 
expreiled  himfelf  to  this  purport,  “  that  he  had 
taken  a  review  of  his  life,  his  labours  and  tra¬ 
vel?,  that  he  had  gone  through  fince  his  firfl: 
convincement,  that  he  looked  upon  them 
with  abundance  of  comfort  and  fatisfaefion, 
and  admired  how  the  prefence  of  the  Lord 
had  carried  him  through  all.” 

By  a  g  adual  decay  of  the  earthly  tabernacle, 
full  of  years,  and  full  of  peace,  he  palfed  out 
of  this  life  to  a  better,  in  the  87th  year  of  his 
age,  the  8th  day  of  the  ill  month,  commonly 
called  March,  6.  S.  172-5-,  and  was  buried  in 
friends  burying  ground,  Bunhill  Fields,  amongft 
many  of  his  ancient  brethren,  the  13th  of  the 
fame  :  his  funeral  was  attended  by  a  very  large 
number  of  friends  and  others, 

A  friend  in  Chefter,  who  had  a  right  thereto, 
being  refufed  his  freedom  of  the 'city  upon  the 
folemn  affirmation,  and  the  cafe  being  laid  be¬ 
fore  ferjeant  Chefhire,  he  gave  the  following  opi¬ 
nion,  viz.  “  It  was  refolved  in  the  cafe  of  the 
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King  againfl  the  Mayor  of  Lincoln,  on  a 
“  mandamus,  to  admit  one  Morris  to  his  free¬ 
dom  ;  that  a  Quaker  ought  to  be  admitted  to 
his  freedom,  on  his  making  a  folemn  affir¬ 
mation  or  declaration,  and,  if  refufed,  may 
properly  bring  his  mandamus  on  motion  in 
“  the  court  of  King’s  Bench.”  Since  which, 
friends  who  have  a  right,  have  been  admitted  to 
their  freedom  of  corporations,  upon  their  folemn 
affirmation. 

This  year  Richard  Claridge  of  London  de¬ 
parted  this  life.  He  was  a  native  of  War- 
wickfhire,  the  eldeft  fon  of  William  Claridge 
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of  Farmborough.  His  parents  were  fober  re- c  H  A  p- 
ligious  perfons  of  good  reputation  and  good  n‘ 
circumltance  ;  and  being  members  of  the  church 
of  England,  they  brought  up  their  fon  in  that  1 
way,  and  gave  him  what  is  termed  a  learned 
education  ;  he  was  continued  at  the  grammar 
fchool  till  he  attained  a  competent  knowledge 
both  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  in 
the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age  was  entered  a 
ftudent  at  Baliol  college  in  Oxford.  lie  took 
his  degree  of  Batchelor  of  Arts  in  1670,  and 
was  the  fame  year  ordained  deacon  ;  and  in 
1672  ordained  pried:  in  the  king’s  chapel,  Welt- 
minller,  by  Walter  Blandford  bilhop  of  Worcef- 
ter. 

He  was  foon  after  advanced  to  the  recto¬ 
ry  of  Peopleton  in  Worceflerlhire,  where  he 
taught  a  grammar  fchool  and  kept  boarders 
feveral  years  wdth  confiderable  reputation  and 
fuccefs.  During  his  refidence  here,  his  own  ac¬ 
counts  inform  us,  he  was  at  times  actuated  by 
a  fenfe  of  duty,  but  not  uniformly  fo.  Some¬ 
times  he  was  very  Uriel  and  fevere  in  his  con- 
verfation,  and  at  other  times  too  rernifs  and 
unguarded.  Sometimes  he  feeined  to  have  a 
zeal  for  God  and  a  folicitude  for  the  well¬ 
being  of  his  own  foul  ;  but  again  this  religious 
concern  W'ould  wear  away,  and  a  date  of  luke- 
warmnefs  to  either  lucceeded.  Yet,  although 
he  had  not  attained  to  a  liability  in  righteouf- 
nefs,  he  was  very  indultrious  in  performing 
the  cuftomary  exercifes  of  his  office.  He  ftu- 
died  clofely  in  compofing  his  fermons,  and 
delivered  his  compofttions  with  an  appearance 
«f  fervency  and  affection  which  were  very 
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chap-  taking  with  his  auditory,  by  whom  he  was  gene- 
ii.  rally  well  efteemed. 

— '  In  this  unfettled  (late  he  continued  many 

i723-  years ;  but  the  Lord  did  not  fufFer  him  to 
.  continue  therein,  without  the  reproofs  of  his 
holy  fpirit.  He  was  often  vifited  by  the  day- 
fpring  from  on  high,  and  his  candle  was  of¬ 
ten  lighted,  though  for  want  of  due  watchful- 
nefs  he  fuffered  the  light  to  be  eclipfed  through 
tranfgreffion. 

About  the  year  1687,  the  15th  of  his  in¬ 
cumbency  at  Peopleton,  through  the  operation 
of  divine  grace  upon  his  fpirit,  he  was  brought 
to  a  ferious  confideration  of  his  ways,  and  a 
clearer  fight  of  the  (late  of  his  foul,  what  it 
was,  and  what  it  ought  to  be;  under  which 
view  fin  was  manifefted  to  be  exceeding  finful, 
and  his  foul  was  forely  afflifted  under  the  fenfe 
and  burden  of  it.  Under  the  weight  of  that  god¬ 
ly  forrow,  which  leads  to  repentance  not  to 
be  repented  of,  feeking  reft  and  finding  none, 
he  took  a  journey  to  London  in  the  month 
called  April  1689,  hoping  to  receive  confola- 
tion  and  inftruftion  from  the  miniftry  of  fome 
preachers  there  of  great  account. 

He  fpent  fome  weeks  in  London,  during 
which  time  he  went  to  hear  fundry  preachers 
of  eminence,  both  epifcopalians  and  difienters ; 
but  although  fome  of  their  remarks  made  an 
impreflion  on  his  mind,  yet  upon  the  whole, 
being  too  much  difappointed  in  his  view  of 
receiving  fome  fpiritual  confolation,  to  relieve 
the  anxiety  of  his  mind,  he  returned  home 
a^ain  to  Peopleton,  where  he  applied  himfelf 
to  the  work  of  repentance  ;  and  through  di¬ 
vine 
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vine  afliflance  he  was  enabled  to  reform  his  c  H  A  p- 
convention,  and  to  perfevere  in  a  fober  and  Ix* 
religious  deportment  with  more  (lability  than  ^7^ 
heretofore.  l'2^' 

And  now  being  awakened  to  a  feeling  fenfe 
of  his  own  Hate,  and  to  a  diligent  enquiry  af¬ 
ter  the  fafe  and  fure  way  to  falvation,  he  was 
much  exercifed  in  reading  the  fcriptures,  in 
order  to  trace  it  out  thereby;  and  his  under- 
flanding  being  illuminated  by  that  true  light 
which  enlighteneth  every  man  that  com- 
eth  into- the  world,  was  opened  to  difcover 
that  many  things  in  the  doctrine,  pra&ice, 
worlhip  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  were  not  derived  from  this  pure  foun¬ 
tain,  but  were  the  appointments  and  contri¬ 
vances  of  men,  and  therefore  not  lawful  for  him, 
not  being  of  faith,  to  continue  in  the  pra&ice 
of. 

The  following  texts  often  occurring  to  his 
remembrance,  and  being  applicable  to  his  pre- 
fent  cafe,  he  elleemed  them  as  fpoken  to  him- 
felf,  viz.  Mat.  xv.  8,  9,  “  This  people  draweth 
“  nigh  me  with  the  mouth,  and  honoureth 
“  me  with  their  lips,  but  their  hearts  are  far 
“  from  me ;  but  in  vain  do  they  zvorjhip  tne, 

“  teaching  for  doclrines  the  commandments  of 
c<  men.”  And  2  Cor.  vi.  17,  “  Come  out  from 
“  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate,  faith  the 
“  Lord  ;  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I  will 
<c  receive  you.” 

Yet  he  found  it  no  eafy  matter  to  yield  full 
obedience  to  his  convi&ions,  fo  far  as  to  leave 
the  communion  of  the  national  church :  both 
honour  and  interefl  lay  at  flake.  It  was  a 
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C  H[iA  P  ^evere  tr^  and  hard  to  flefh  and 

,  .  blood,  to  relinquilh  a  good  living  and  a  cer- 

^  ^  2  j  tain  revenue,  and  to  depend  on  Providence  for  a 
future  fupport.  He  felt  ail  the  force  of  the 
natural  reluctance  in  the  profpect  of  the  cer¬ 
tain  confequence  of  his  change,  that  he  who 
had  been  a  minifter  of  that  church,  well  ap¬ 
proved  for  wifdom  and  judgment  near  twenty 
years,  fhould  expofe  himfelf  to  contempt  and 
reproach,  and  be  counted  as  a  fool  by  thofe 
who  formerly  held  him  in  honour.  Phefe  con- 
fiderations  retarded  his  refolution  for  fome 
time ;  but  his  Application  to  the  Almighty 
for  ftrength,  to  act  faithfully  to  the  convicti¬ 
ons  of  his  grace,  was  mercifully  granted,  fo 
that  in  the  io™  December  169 1,  he  volunta¬ 
rily  refigned  his  parochial  charge,  and  the  in¬ 
come  annexed  thereto,  into  the  hands  of  the 
biftiop  of  Worcefter,  by  a  legal  inftrument, 
as  he  could  now  keep  neither  with  a  good  con- 
fcience. 

He  had  a  confiderable  time  before  contract¬ 
ed  an  acquaintance  with  fome  leading  men 
amongft  the  baptifts  in  his  neighbourhood, 
and  by  the  conferences  he  had  held  with  them, 
judging  them  to  approach  nearer  the  primitive 
pattern,  he  joined  himfelf  to  their  fociety.  And, 
as  he  had  forefeen,  his  change  brought  upon 
him  many  reproaches,  flanders  and  falfe  infi- 
nuations  and  accufations,  fo  that  he  was  even 
amazed  at  the  fudden  change  in  thofe  men, 
with  whom,  whilft  of  their  communion,  he 
was  in  reputation  for  wifdom  and  integrity, 
who  now  reprefented  him  as  fcarcely  entitled 
to  the  character  of  common  honejly ;  but  he 

was 
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was  {Lengthened  by  divine  grace  to  bear  re-  chap. 
proach  and  calumny  with  patience,  not  to  re-  n. 
turn  reviling  for  reviling,  but  to  pray  for  his 
enemies,  and  to  commit  his  caufe  to  him  who 
judgeth  righteoufly. 

He  had  not  been  long  a  member  before  he 
became  a  preacher  amongll  the  baptills,  not 
as  pallor  of  any  particular  congregation,  but 
in  fundry  neighbouring  meetings,  as  his  free¬ 
dom  or  inclination  drew  him  5  fometimes  at  Bre- 
don,  the  place  of  his  prefent  refidence,  at  other 
times  at  Tewklbury,  Broomfgrove,  Perlhore,  and 
other  places  adjacent. 

After  he  had  continued  in  this  itinerant 
line  of  preaching  feveral  months,  in  the  51110. 

1692,  he  received  an  invitation  from  the  bap- 
till  meeting  at  the  Bagnio  in  Newgate -llreet, 

London,  to  come  and  fettle  among  than  as 
their  miniller,  to  which  he  confented,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  London  the  latter  end  of  that  year, 
and  was  a  very  conllant  and  diligent  preach¬ 
er  amongll  them  for  upwards  of  two  years ; 
whether  he  received  any  falary  I  know  not,  but 
find  that  at  this  time  he  took  a  houfe  in  George’s- 
court,  Clerkenwell,  and  kept  a  grammar  fchool 
there  for  feveral  years. 

In  the  year  1695  he  refigned  his  paltoral 
charge,  yet  Hill  preached  frequently  in  one  or 
other  of  the  baptilt  meetings  in  or  about  the  city, 
refufing  to  be  any  more  limited  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  aflembly,  though  requeued  thereunto  by 
the  call  or  invitation  of  the  baptilt  church 
meeting  in  Virginia-ltreet ;  but  he  could  not 
comply  therewith,  being  now  convinced  that  a 
church’s  call  was  not  a  fuflicient  authority  for 
Vok.  IV.  P  preaching 
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c  h  A  P.  preaching  the  gofpel  ;  that  bargain  and  con- 
n.  traft,  and  preaching  by  notes,  are  not  autho- 
' — v~'  rized  by  the  holy  fcriptures.  He  continued, 
J”23-  notwithftanding,  to  preach  at  times  in  their 
meetings  feme  months  longer,  and  then  from 
an  apprehension  of  the  weighty  nature  of  the 
work  and-  his  own  unfitnefs  for  it,  he  entire¬ 
ly  declined  the  function  of  preaching  amongft 
them,  an3  foon  after  began  by  degrees  to  with¬ 
draw  from  their  communion.  For  although- 
he  found  among  them  a  ferious  remnant, 
founder  in  doctrine,  holier  in  life,  and  to 
have  lefs  of  human  invention  in  their  worlhip 
than  thofe  of  the  national  way  ;  yet  they  ap¬ 
peared  far  Ihort  of  that  purity  in  faith, 
worfhip  and  difeipline,  by  which  the  primitive 
chriftians  of  the  apoftolic  age  were  diftin- 
guiihed.  Their  difpenfation,  he  perceived,  was 
that  of  John,  a  lower  difpenfation,  which  was 
to  vanilh,  and  to  give  way  to  a  higher,  the 
difpenfation  of  the  fpiri.t,  which  was  to  abide 
for  ever.  Here  God  teaches  his  people  hirn- 
felf. 

Being  thus  far  illuminated  into  the  nature 
of  pure  and  fpiritual  religion,  he  felt  his  mind 
affefted  with  anxious  folicitude  to  become  more 
nearly  acquainted  with  this  higher  difpenfation  ; 
which  induced  him  frequently  in  folitude  and 
Silence  to  pour  out  fecret  and  Sincere  Supplica¬ 
tions  to  the  Almighty,  for  greater  degrees  of  the 
illumination  of  his  Spirit,  to  direct  him  aright 
in  his  Search  after  this  defirable  attainment, 
who  was  pleafed  by  the  gradual  manifeflati- 
ons  and  difeoveries  of  his  divine  light  to  make 
him  acquainted  with  Chrift  Jefus  in  his  in¬ 
ward 
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Ward  and  fpiritual  appearance  in  his  heart.  And 
now  upon  a  ferious  enquiry  into  the  princi¬ 
ples  and  pra&ices  of  the  people  called  Qua¬ 
kers,  and  comparing  .them  with  the  fcriptures 
of  truth,  and  the  impreflions  upon  his  own 
mind,  he  found  that  agreement  therewith, 
which  induced  him  to  attend  fome  of  their  meet¬ 
ings. 

Here  meeting  with  the  fatisfa&ion  which  his 
foul  had  long  been  in  fearch  of,  finding  their 
mini  dry  affecting  and  edifying,  and  their  meet¬ 
ings  frequently  attended  with  the  divine  pre¬ 
fence,  miniftring  confolation  and  refrelhment 
to  weary  and  waiting  fouls ;  as  he  was  fa¬ 
voured  arnongft  them  to  t^fte  of  the  good 
word  of  life,  and  a  participation  of  the  powers 
of  the  world  to  come,  thofe  meetings  became 
more  and  more  defirable,  and  he  quickly  became 
a  conftant  attender  of  them. 

He  did  not  upon  his  entering  into  this  fo- 
ciety  appear  as  a  minilter  amongft  them ;  but 
being  illuminated  with  a  clear  difcerning  of 
the  infufiiciency  of  external  forms  and  fhadowy 
adminiftrations,  he  applied  himlelf  to  leek  after 
the  attainment  of  the  real  fubftance  of  pure 
religion,  waiting  in  humility  and  lilence  to 
hear  the  voice  of  Chrift  internally  revealed. 

In  this  Hate  of  humble  filence  and  patient 
waiting  upon  God,  he  remained  a  confiderable 
time,  palling  through  tire  difpenfation  of  con¬ 
demnation,  under  which  he  was  humbled  and 
judged,  not  only  in  the  view  of  palt  deficiencies 
and  prefent  lhortnefs  of  purity  as  in  the  light 
of  God,  but  even  for  his  former  preaching 
in  his  own  will,  wifdom  and  time  ;  fo  that  he 
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r  H  A  P.  Jared  not  again  to  open  his  mouth  in  a  pub* 
IL  lie  affembly,  until  he  felt  hiinfelf  relieved  from 
this  proving  and  humbling  difpenfation,  and 
f0  far  refined  thereby  as  to  witnefs  the  mini- 
ftration  of  life  and  peace,  and  the  immedi¬ 
ate  operation  of  the  holy  fpirit  moving  him 
to  pray  or  preach  as  he  might  be  pleafed  to 
afford  both  matter  and  utterance.  His  firft 
appearance  as  a  minifter  amongft  this  people 
was  in  a  meeting  at  Sarah  Sawyer’s  in  Alderf- 
gate-flreet,  London,  the  24th  of  the  8th  month, 
1697,  and  above  nineteen  months  after  he  had 
defifted  from  preaching  among  the  baptifis. 
His  teftimony  tended  to  recommend  a  broken 
and  contrite  fpiritjto  the  debafing  of  felf,  and 
magnifying  the  grace  of  God,  by  which  he  had 
been  turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  enabled 
by  living  experience  to  teftify  of  his  goodnefs. 

From  this  time  to  the  day  of  his  death  he 
ffedfaftly  continued  in  chriftian  fellowlhip  with 
this  fociety  as  an  approved  minifter,  and  an  ho¬ 
nourable  and  ufeful  member,  not  only  in  his  mi- 
nifterial  labours,  but  in  his  writings  of  various 
kinds  for  their  edification  and  in  vindication  of 
their  doctrines  and  principles. 

And  as  he  had  now  confcientioufiy  declined 
making  a  gain  of  the  gofpel,  or  preaching  for 
lucre’s  fake,  he  followed  his  occupation  of  in- 
ftrufting  youth  for  a  livelihood.  In  the  fummer 
of  the  year  1700  he  removed  from  London  to 
Earking  in  Effex,  where  he  fixed  his  refidence, 
and  kept  a  boarding-fehool  for  forne  years.  He 
removed  to  Edmonton  in  1706,  and  laftly  to 
Tottenham  in  170 7,  where  he  had  a  confiderable 
number  of  boarders,  and  of  the  children  of  the 
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inhabitants  attending  his  fchool.  In  the  latter r 
end  of  the  year  1713,  being  the  64th  of  his  age, 
feeling  his  natural  (trength  and  activity  begin  to' 
decline,  and  the  fatigue  of  his  employment  in¬ 
convenient  to  the  infirmities  of  advancing  years  ; 
and  having  attained,  through  the  divine  bleffmg, 
a  competency  for  his  fubfiftence,  he  left  off  keep¬ 
ing  fchool,  and  removed  from  Tottenham  to 
George’s-court  near  Hicks’s-hall,  London,  where 
he  dwelt  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

The  act  of  Toleration  for  Proteflant  Diffenters 
having  been  paffed  fome  years  before  he  join¬ 
ed  the  fociety  of  the  Quakers,  and  the  Schifm  A£t 
not  yet  in  being,  it  might  be  expected  that  no 
occafion  at  this  time  exifted  for  bringing  the 
members  of  this  fociety  under  fuffering,  except 
for  ecclefiaftical  demands  ;  but  we  have  ground 
for  remark  in  his  cafe,  as  well  as  many  others, 
that  the  fpirit  of  intolerancy  did  not  terminate 
with  the  power  of  exercifing  it  to  the  full.  R. 
Claridge,  befides  repeated  diflraints  for  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  Vicar  and  Wardens,  in  common 
with  others,  was  fubjecled  to  much  obloquy  and 
a  fevere  profecution,  only  for  endeavouring  to 
procure  an  honeft  and  reputable  livelihood  in  that 
line  of  life  for  which  his  education  had  qualified 
him. 

He  had  not  refided  long  at  Tottenham  before 
he  was  threatened  with  a  profecution  for  keeping 
a  fchool  there;  that  lord  Coleraine,  and  Hugh 
Smithfon,  Efq.  men  of  great  power  in  that  place, 
were  offended  that  a  Quaker  fhould  keep  a  fchool 
in  that  parifh,  and  that  if  he  did  not  relinquilh  it, 
or  confine  himfelf  to  the  reception  of  Quakers 
children  only  for  tuition,  they  would  give  him 
trouble. 

This 
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hap.  1  his  unreafonable  requifition  ( which  would 
11‘  not  only  deprive  R.  C.  of  the  equal  right  of  pro- 
fiting  by  his  induftry  in  a  lawful  and  ufeful  call- 
L  /  ^  ittg,  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  advantage  and 
natural  right  of  procuring  their  children  an  edu¬ 
cation,  wherever  they  might  expect  it  w'ould  be 
naoft  conducive  to  the  children’s  benefit  and  their 
own  fatisfaftion)  was  made,  as  it  appeared,  at  the 
inftigation  of  the  Vicar  and  Curate  of  the  parifh, 
and  the  mafter  of  the  free-fchool  there,  the  former 
from  bigotry,  and  the  latter  from  felf-intereft, 
being  fanguine  for  the  fuppreflion  of  this  new  fe- 
minary,  by  their  importunities  and  reprefentati- 
ons  to  thefe  men  in  power,  of  the  dangerous  con- 
fequences  of  a  Quakers  fchool  in  Tottenham,  to 
the  interefts  of  the  church  and  of  the  free-fchool, 
they  excited  them  to  fecond  their  endeavours  for 
the  fuppreflion  thereof. 

Firfl  of  all,  the  Vicar  and  his  Curate  went 
about  from  houfe  to  houfe,  to  diffuade  people 
from  fending  their  children  to  him,  giving  an 
illiberal  licence  to  their  tongues  in  abufe  of 
R.  C.  with  indecent  language  and  opprobrious 
nicknames,  fuch  as  the  bitternefs  of  their  fpi- 
rits  fuggefted,  impoflor,  heretic,  jefuit,  apoflate, 
and  fuch  like  were  the  terms  whereby  they  cha- 
r after ifed  him.  The  Vicar  further  indulged  his 
paflion  fo  far  as  to  make  him  the  fubjeft  of  his 
public  difcourfe,  and  railed  at  and  reviled  him 
in  the  pulpit,  to  the  great  offence  of  feveral  of 
his  hearers,  who  held  his  uncharitable  proceed¬ 
ings  in  abhorrence. 

Next  juftice  Smithfon  fent  him  a  fummons  to 
appear  before  the  juftices  at  Edmonton  to  take 
the  oaths  prefcribed  by  aft  of  parliament :  He 
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appeared  accordingly,  and  fubfcribed  the  decla-  CHAP, 
ration  and  profeflion  of  faith  in  the  a  St  of  in-  n* 
dulgence,  which  prevented  their  exertion  of  pow- v 
er  to  imprifon  as  formerly,  and  which  they  want-  1 
ed  to  do  dill. 

In  order  whereto  they  began  to  catechife  him 
about  his  keeping  fchool,  and  whether  he  had  a 
licence  from  the  bifhop  of  London  ?  to  which  re¬ 
plying,  that  he  was  informed  he  had  a  right 
fo  to  do  ;  lord  Coleraine  faid  that  fhould  be  tried, 
and  he  and  jultice  Smithfon  agreed  in  a  profecu- 
tion,  and  threatened  they  would  fupprefs  his 
fchool  or  expend  five  hundred  pounds.  Through 
the  whole,  they  difcovered  in  their  countenances, 
words  and  a&ions,  great  enmity,  paffion  and  im¬ 
patience,  treating  him  in  a  manner  unworthy 
of  their  Ration  or  his  character,  below  the 
rules  of  decency  and  common  civility ;  and  it 
was  thought  that  his  leaving  the  church,  and 
writing  in  defence  of  the  Quakers  had  given 
umbrage  to  fome  of  the  clergy,  and  that  they  had 
incited  thefe  great  men  to  raife  this  ftorm  againft 
him. 

He  had  been  before  cited  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
court,  but  the  profecution  was  dropped  for 
want  of  a  promoter  :  and  foon  after  this  fhe  was 
ferved  with  a  fecond  citation  to  appear  at  Doc¬ 
tor’s  Commons,  to  anfwer  to  certain  interrogato¬ 
ries  concerning  his  foul's  health ,  and  the  reforma- 
tion  of  his  manners ,  and  efpecially  for  teaching 
and  inflrucling  boys ,  &C.  where  although  the 
evidence  againfl  him  amounted  to  no  pefitive 
proof,  yet  it  being  apprehended  that  the  court 
would  proceed  to  an  admonition,  and  in  cafe 
of  his  perfifting  to  an  excommunication  and 
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CHAP,  confequent  imprifonment,  it  was  thought  expecH- 
ii.  ent  to  remove  the  caufe  into  the  temporal 
court  (fo  termed).  A  prohibition  was  accord- 
1723-  ingly  applied  for  to  llop  proceedings  in  the 
bilhop’s  court  and  obtained,  whereby  the  caufe 
was  removed  to  the  queen’s  bench,  and  tried 
before  the  chief  juftice  Holt.  The  trial  was 
pretty  long,  and  the  chief  juftice  declared  his 
opinion,  that  if  a  fchool-mafter  qualified  himfelf 
according  to  the  act  of  Toleration  he  fhould 
be  exempted  from  all  the  pains  and  penalties 
of  all  the  ftatutes  made  againft  popiflr  recu- 
fants  and  proteftant  nonconformifts ;  took  no¬ 
tice  of  the  violence  of  the  profecution  againft 
the  defendant ;  was  of  opinion  the  ftatutes  of 
king  James  I.  upon  which  he  was  profecuted 
did  not  reach  the  defendant,  but  would  not 
then  determine,  and  therefore  directed  the  ju¬ 
ry  to  bring  in  a  fpecial  verdict,  which  they 
did,  finding  the  defendant  to  have  taught  fchool 
during  two  days  in  his .  houfe  at  Tottenham, 
High-crofs,  not  being  licenfed  by  any  archbifhop 
or  biftiop,  &c.  and  that  the  defendant  is  a 
Quaker,  and  no  Popifh  Recufant.  This  ver- 
dict  and  the  complexion  of  the  chief  juftice’s 
opinion  upon  the  caufe  and  the  profecution, 
difcouraged  his  antagonifts  from  further  pro¬ 
cedure,  to  avoid  paying  cofts,  which  would 
have  been  the  cale  if  final  judgment  were  given 
againft  them.  The  iffue  of  this  caufe  procured 
R.  C.  exemption  from  any  further  moleftation 
in  following  his  honeft  and  ufeful  employ¬ 
ment. 

In  the  year  1720,  when  the  nation  was  over¬ 
run  with  a  fpirit  of  avaricious  adventure, 
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whereby  numbers  became  a  prey  to  the  vifionary  chap. 
fchemes  and  fraudulent  defigns  of  ill-defigning  n. 
men,  this  friend  was  zealoully  concerned  to 
caution  his  friends  againft  being  carried  away  I723- 
with  the  ftream.  In  his  public  teftimonies, 
in  private  admonitions,  exerting  his  endeavours 
to  guard  them  againft  the  fnare,  by  manifeft- 
ing  the  fin  of  covetoufnefs,  and  the  inconfif- 
tency  of  fuch  an  extravagant  purfuit  of  preca¬ 
rious  gain  as  then  prevailed,  with  that  ftate  of 
felf-denial,  contentment  and  honeft  frmplicity  of 
manners,  which  the  chriftian  religion  prefcribes 
and  eftablifhes.  And  had  his  faithful  exhor¬ 
tations,  and  thofe  of  other  truly  religious  and 
judiciousfr  iends  been  duly  regarded,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  fociety  had  been  refcued  from  fharing 
in  the  deception,  difhonour  and  difappointment' 
which  enfued. 

He  travelled  feveral  journeys  in  the  work  of 
the  miniftry  into  the  neighbouring  counties ; 
but  from  this  time  the  infirmities  of  age  en- 
creafing,  he  wras  prevented  from  getting  far 
abroad  (but  diligently  attended  meetings  at 
home  while  of  ability)  and  at  laft  was  affect¬ 
ed  with  a  fhortnefs  of  breath,  attended  with 
an  inward  fever,  which  encreafed  upon  him  to 
his  end.  During  the  time  of  his  ficknefs  he 
expreffed  to  feveral  friends  that  vifited  him, 
his  peace  and  fatisfa&ion  of  foul,  and  an  hum¬ 
ble  refignation  to  the  will  of  God.  He  de¬ 
parted  this  life  on  the  28th  day  of  2*%  1723, 
in  the  74th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried 
on  the  3d  day  of  3mo  following,  in  the  bury¬ 
ing  ground  near  Bunhill-fields,  his  corpfe  was 
attended  from  the  Peel  meeting-houfe  by  a  nume- 
r  us  company  of  his  friends  and  acquaintance. 

•  The 
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chap.  The  friends  of  faid  meeting,  amongft  whom 
n.  he  fpent  the  Taft  years  of  his  life,  have  given 
c— v — j  tefthnony  concerning  him,  that  “  His  miniftry 
1723.  «  was  found  and  edifying,  preffing  all  to  purity 
44  and  holinefs  of  life.  His  care  and  concern  for 
44  the  church  was  great,  that  it  might  be  kept 
44  clean  from  the  fpots  of  the  world.  Vice  and 
44  immorality  met  with  a  reprover  in  him,  and 
44  that  without  refpect  of  perfons.  His  chriftian 
44  gravity  and  judicious  folidity.  tempered  with  a 
44  natural  affability  and  fweetnefs  of  difpofition, 
44  rendered  his  converfation  among  his  intimate 
44  friends  and  acquaintance  very  profitable  and 
44  delightful. 

44  His  piety  towards  God,  his  love  to  his  neigh- 
44  bour,  the  truth  and  juftice  of  his  words  and 
44  actions,  made  him  as  a  light  in  the  world,  and 
44  gave  forth  a  teflimony  to  the  truth,  in  the  hearts 
44  of  thofe  who  came  not  to  hear  his  preaching. 

44  In  his  ow  n  private  family  he  w'as  a  living  ex- 
44  ample  of  virtue  ;  an  affectionate  hufband,  a 
44  loving  father,  a  kind  and  gentle  mailer,  and 
44  frequent  and  fervent  in  fupplication  to  the  Lord 
44  for  the  prel'ervation  of  himfelf  and  his  houfhold, 
44  in  the  wrav  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 

44  His  charity  to  the  poor  was  very  extenfive, 
44  not  only  to  friends,  but  others,  being  a  practical 
44  obferver  of  the  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  re- 
44  commended  by  the  apoftle  James,  to  vifit  the 
44  fatherlefs  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and  to 
44  keep  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the  wrorld.” 

Cafeoffoke  Some  friends  of  New  England  having  been 
appointed  to  affefs  the  taxes  on  their  refpective 
land  apD°'  townfhips,  and  being  confcientioufly  fcrupulous 
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of  afieffing  thofe  laid  on  for  the  fupport  ofc 
the  prefbyterian  miniftry,  and  applications  for 
their  relief  having  been  ineffedualiy  made  to  the 
government  of  that  province,  gave  occafion  to 
the  following  petition  to  the  government  at 
home. 

“  A  petition  to  the  King  in  the  caufe  of  fome 
“  friends  under  fufferings  in  New  England. 

To  GEORGE,  king  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

“  The  humble  petition  of  Thomas  Richard- 
“  fon  and  Richard  Partridge,  on  behalf  of 
“  Jofeph  Anthony,  John  Siffon,  John  Akin 
“  and  Philip  Tabor,  prifoners  in  the  com- 
“  mon  jail  at  New  Briftol  in  the  King’s 
“  Province  of  Maffachufets  Bay  in  New 
“  England,  as  alfo  of  their  friends  (called 
“  Quakers)  in  general,  who  are  frequently 
“  under  great  lufferings  for  confcience-fake 
“  in  that  government. 

“  Sheweth, 

“  That  William  and  Mary,  late  king  and 
queen  of  England,  by  their  royal  charter 
“  bearing  date  the  ;th  day  of  Odober  in  the 
<c  third  year  of  their  reign,  did  for  the  greater 
“  eafe  and  encouragement  of  their  loving  fub- 
“  jeds  inhabiting  Paid  province,  and  of  fuch 
“  as  fhould  come  to  inhabit  there,  grant,  efta- 
“  blifh  and  ordain  that  for  ever  thereafter  there 
“  fhould  be  a  liberty  of  confcience  allowed  in 
“  the  worfhip  of  God  to  all  chriflians  (except 
<c  papifts)  inhabiting,  or  which  fhould  inhabit 
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44  or  be  resident  within  the  faid  province,  with 
44  power  alfo  to  make  laws  for  the  government 
44  of  the  faid  province,  and  fupport  of  the 
44  fame,  and  to  impofe  taxes  for  the  king’s  fer- 
£r  vice  in  the  defence  and  fupport  of  the  faid 
government,  and  protection  and  prefervation 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  difpofe  of  matters 
and  things  whereby  the  king’s  fubjects  there 
‘  might  be  religioufly,  peaceably  and  civilly 
44  governed,  protected  and  defended. 

44  And  for  the  better  fecuring  and  maintain- 
44  ing  the  liberty  of  confcience  thereby  granted, 
44  commanded  that  all  fuch  laws  made  and  pub- 
44  lifhed  by  virtue  of  faid  charter,  fhould  be 
44  made  and  publilhed  under  the  feal  of  faid 
44  province,  and  fhould  be  carefully  and  duly 
44  obferved,  kept,  performed  and  put  in  ex- 
44  ecution,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
44  meaning  of  the  faid  charter. 

44  That'  thofe  feCts  of  proteflants  called  pref- 
44  byterians  and  independents  being  more  nu- 
44  mexous  in  the  faid  country  than  others  (to 
44  whom  the  faid  charter  gives  equal  rights)  they 
44  became  makers  of  the  laws  by  their  fuperior 
44  numbers  and  votes,  and  minifters  of  the 
44  privileges  of  the  faid  charter,  fo  as  in  great 
44  meafure  to  elude  the  fame,  and  difappoint  all 
44  others  of  the  king’s  proteftant  fubje&s  of  the 
44  good  and  juft  ends  of  their  tranfporting  them- 
44  felves  and  families  at  fo  great  hazard  and 
44  charge ;  one  great  encouragement  and  in- 
44  ducement  thereto  being  liberty  of  confcience, 
44  and  eafe  from  prieftly  impofitions  and  bur- 
44  thens. 

44  That  in  the  year  1692  they  made  a  law  in 
44  the  faid  province,  intitled  an  aCt  for  the  fet- 
..  -  44  dement 
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44  dement  and  fupport  of  minifters  and  fchool- 
44  matters,  wherein  it  is  ordained,  that  the  inha- 
44  bitants  of  each  town  within  the  faid  province 
44  (hall  take  due  care  from  time  to  time  to  be 
44  conftantly  provided  of  an  able,  learned  and 
44  orthodox  minifter  or  minitters  of  good  con- 
44  verfation,  to  difpenfe  the  word  of  God  to 
44  them,  which  minifter  or  minifters  {hall  be 
44  fuitably  encouraged  and  fufticiently  fupported 
44  and  maintained  by  the  inhabitants  of  fuch 
44  towns. 

44  That  the  faid  law  was  farther  enforced  by 
44  another  made  in  the  year  1695,  reciting  the 
ec  like  aforefaid,  as  alfo  by  another  made  in  the 
44  year  1715,  intitled  an  adt  for  maintaining  and 
44  propagating  religion,  in  which  faid  laft  act 
44  the  prevention  of  the  growth  of  atheifm,  ir- 
44  religion  and  profanenefs  is  fuggefted  as  one 
44  great  reafon  of  its  being  enacted,  and  the  power 
44  of  determining  who  {hall  be  minifters  under  the 
44  aforefaid,  qualifications  is  by  the  faid  law  af- 
44  fumed  by  the  general  court  or  aflembly,  with 
44  the  recommendation  of  any  three  of  the  mi- 
44  nifters  of  the  fame  feet,  already  in  orders, 
44  and  fettled  and  fupported  by  virtue  of  the  faid 
44  laws,  though  it  was  not  determined  (as  the  faid 
44  petitioners  humbly  prefume)  either  by  the  faid 
44  charter,  or  by  any  act  of  parliament  in  Great 
44  Britain,  or  by  any  exprefs  law  of  the  faid 
44  province,  who  are  orthodox  or  who  are  not, 
44  or  who  fhall  judge  of  fuch  qualifications  in 
44  fuch  minifters. 

44  And  in  all  which  faid  feveral  laws  no  care 
44  is  had  or  taken  of  religion  (even  in  their  own 
44  fenfe)  than  only  to  appoint  minifters  of  their 
s‘  own  way,  and  impofe  their  maintenance  upon 
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ch  a  p. “  the  king’s  fubjects,  confcientioufly  diflenting 
ii.  “  from  them,  by  force  of  which  faid  laws,  or 
- v — >  “  fome  of  them,  feveral  of  the  townfhips  within 
1724.  ti  the  province  have  had  prefbyterian  and 
“  independent  preachers  obtruded  and  impofed 
“  upon  them  for  maintenance  without  their 
t£  confent,  and  which  they  have  not  deemed 
“  able,  learned  and  orthodox,  and  which  as 
“  fuch  they  could  not  hear  or  receive. 

“  That  by  other  laws  made  in  the  year  1722 
cc  and  1723,  it  is  ordained  that  the  town  of 
“  Dartmouth  and  the  town  of  Tiverton  in  the 
C£  faid  province  fhall  be  aflefled  for  the  faid  years 
tc  the  refpective  fums  of  iool.  and  72I.  its. 
cc  over  and  befides  the  common  taxes  for  fup- 
“  port  of  the  government,  which  fums  are  for 
Ci  maintenance  of  fuch  minifters. 

“  That  the  faid  Jofeph  Anthony  and  John 
<:  Siflon  were  appointed  afleffors  of  the  taxes  for 
«  the  faid  town  of  Tiverton,  and  the  faid  John 
4£  Akin  and  faid  Philip  Tabor  for  the  town  of 
“  Dartmouth,  but  fome  of  the  faid  affeffors  bc- 
“  ing  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  others 
“  of  them  all'o  diflenting  from  the  prefbyterians 
cc  and  independents,  and  greatefl  part  of  the 
“  inhabitants  of  the  faid  towns  being  alfo  Qua- 
<s  kers  or  anabaptifls,  or  of  different  fentiment 
ei  in  religion  from  independents  and  prefbyte- 
t£  rians,  the  faid  aflefiors  duly  aflefied  the  other 
££  taxes  upon  the  people  there,  relating  to  the 
<£  fupport  of  government,  to  the  bell  of  their 
t£  knowledge,  yet  they  could  not  in  confcience 
£C  aflefs  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  towns 
c£  any  thing  for  or  towards  the  maintenance  of 
£C  any  ministers. 
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That  the  faid  Jofeph  Anthony,  John  SifTon,  chat. 

John  Akin  and  Philip  Tabor,  (on  pretence  of  11. 

“  their  non-compliance  with  the  faid  law)  were 
44  on  the  25th  of  the  month  called  May,  1723,  *7*4 ■ 

44  committed  to  the  jail  aforefaid,  where  they 
44  ftill  continue  prifoners  under  great  bufferings 
44  and  hardlhips  both  to  themfelves  and  families, 

44  and  where  they  muff  remain  and  die,  if  not 
44  relieved  by  the  king’s  royal  clemency  and 
44  favour. 

44  That  the  faid  people  called  Quakers  in  the 
44  faid  province  are,  and  generally  have  been, 

44  great  fufferers  by  the  faid  laws,  in  their  cattle, 

44  horfes,  flieep,  corn  and  houfehold  goods, 

44  which  from  time  to  time  have  been  taken 
44  from  them  by  violence  of  the  faid  laws  for 
44  maintenance  of  the  faid  minifters,  who  call 
44  themfelves  able,  learned  and  orthodox  ;  which 
44  faid  laws,  and  the  execution  and  confequen- 
44  ces  thereof,  are  not  only  fas  the  petitioners 
44  humbly  conceive)  contrary  to  the  liberty  of 
44  confcience  and  fecurity  of  religion,  civil  li- 
44  berty,  property  ;  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
44  granted  in  the  faid  charter  to  all  the  king’s 
44  proteftant  fubje&s  there,  eluded  and  made 
44  null  and  precarious  ;  but  cppofite  to  the  king’s 
44  royal  and  gracious  declaration,  at  thy  happy 
44  acceffion  to  the  throne,  proinifing  protection 
44  and  liberty  of  confcience  to  all  thy  diffenting 
44  fubjects,  without  exception  to  thofe  of  the 
44  faid  plantations. 

44  That  after  repeated  applications  made  to 
4 'r  the  government  there,  for  redrefs  in  the  pre- 
44  mifes,  and  no  relief  hitherto  obtained  (the  af- 
fembly  always  oppofmg  whatever  the  gover- 
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c  H  AP.«  nor  and  council  were  at  any  time  difpofed 
n*  “  to  do  on  that  behalf)  the  king’s  loyal  fuffer- 
“  ing  and  diftreffed  fubjects  do  now  throw 
*724*  themfelves  proftrate  at  the  fteps  of  the  throne, 
“  humbly  imploring  thy  royal  commiferation, 
“  that  it  may  pleafe  the  king  to  denounce  his 
“  negative  upon  the  faid  laws,  or  fuch  part  or 
“  parts  of  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  directly  or 
“  confequentially  affect  the  lives,  liberties,  pro- 
“  perties,  religion  or  confciences  of  the  protef- 
“  tant  fubjects  in  the  faid  province,  and  their 
“  families,  and  the  privileges  granted  and  in- 
“  tended  in  the  faid  charter,  or  fuch  other  re- 
“  lief  as  thy  royal  wifdom  and  goodnefs  may 
“  pleafe  to  provide  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  that 
“  directions  may  be  given  that  the  faid  Jofeph 
“  Anthony,  John  Siff^T^  John  Akin  and  Philip 
“  Tabor  be  immediately  rekafed  from  their  im- 
“  prifonment,  on  tlieir  giving  fuch  fecurity  in 
“  fuch  fums  as  fhall  be  thought  proper,  for 
“  their  being  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter 
“  forthcoming  when  required,  until  their  cafe 
“  be  brought  to  an  iffue. 


“  And  the  petitioners  fhall  pray.’* 


“  At  a  Court  at  St.  James’s,  the  2d  day  of 
“  Jtme  1724, 

“PRESENT, 

“  The  King’s  Mod  Excellent  Majefty. 

“  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
“  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

“  Lord  Chancellor. 

“  Lord 
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44  Lord  Prefident. 

44  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

44  Lord  Carteret. 

<e  Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain. 

44  William  Pultney,  Efq. 

44  Lord  Chamberlain. 

44  Duke  of  Roxburgh. 

44  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

44  Earl  of  Weflmoreland. 

44  Lord  Vifcount  Tovvnfend. 

“  Lord  Vifcount  Torrington. 

44  Mr.  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 


CHAP. 

II. 

1724. 


44  Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  board,  a  re- 
“  port  from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the 
44  committee  of  council,  upon  the  petition  of 
“  Thomas  Richardfon  and  Richard  Partridge, 
“  on  behalf  of  Jofeph  Anthony,  John  Siffon, 
44  John  Akin  and  Philip  Tabor,  prifoners  in  the 
44  common  jail  at  New  Briftol,  in  his  majefty’s 
44  province  of  Maffachufets  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
“  land,  for  not  affefling  the  inhabitants  of  the 
“  towns  of  Dartmouth  and  Tiverton  the  addi- 
44  tional  taxes  of  iool.  and  72I.  ns.  impofed 
44  upon  them  by  an  a£t  paifed  there  in  the  year 
“  1722,  by  which  they  appear  to  be  for  the  main- 
44  tenance  of  Prefbyterian  minifters,  who  are  not 
44  of  their  perfuafion,  and  alfo  in  behalf  of  their 
44  friends  called  Quakers  in  general,  who  are 
44  frequently  under  fufferings  for  confcience  fake 
44  in  that  government.  By  which  report  it  ap- 
44  pears,  their  Lordfhips  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
4  4  may  be  advifeable  for  his  majefty  to  remit  the 
44  faid  additional  taxes,  fo  impofed  on  the  faid 
“  two  towns,  and  to  difcharge  the  faid  perfons 
44  from  jail. 

Vol.  IV.  Q_ 
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ec  His  majefly  in  council  taking  the  faid  re- 
“  port  into  confideration,  is  gracioufly  pleafed 
et  to  approve  thereof,  and  hereby  to  remit  the 
u  faid  additional  taxes  of  iool.  and  72I.  11s. 
“  which  were  by  the  faid  a&  to  have  been  af- 
“  feffed  on  the  faid  towns  of  Dartmouth  and 
“  Tiverton.  And  his  majefty  is  hereby  further 
cc  pleafed  to  order,  that  the  faid  Jofeph  Anthony, 
ei  John  SifTon,  John  Akin  and  Philip  Tabor  be 
“  immediately  releafed  from  their  imprifonment, 
“  on  account  thereof,  which  the  governor,  lieu- 
“  tenant  governor,  or  commander  in  chief  for 
£c  the  time  being  of  his  majefty’s  faid  province 
<c  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  and  all  others  whom  it 
£C  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice  of,  and  yield 
(e  obedience  thereunto. 

“  TEMPLE  ST  ANY  AN.” 


tc  VeraCopia.” 


1720.  In  the  year  1720  Chriftopher  'Story  departed 

thrift  cipher  was  a  native  of  Cumberland, 

story.  being  born  at  Righead,  in  the  parilh  of  Kirk- 
lington  in  that  county.  Elis  father,  Thomas 
Story,  having  been  in  the  fervice  of  Sir  Philip 
Mufgrave,  by  his  advice  and  encouragement 
gave  this  fon  an  education  to  fit  him  for  the  uni- 
verfity,  the  faid  Sir  Philip  propofmg  to  fend 
him  thither  at  his  expenfe  as  a  companion  to 
his  own  fon  :  But  when  the  time  arrived  for 
their  removal  from  fchool,  Chriftopher’s  mo¬ 
ther  was  unwilling  to  confent  to  his  going  thi- 
.  ther.  in  confideration  that  an  education  there 
might  be  the  means  of  alienating  him  from  the 
love  of  a  country  life,  and  make  him  difregara 
his  paternal  inheritance,  being  like  to  pollefs  an 
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eftate  fufficient  to  afford  him  a  competency ; 
on  thefe  and  other  confiderations  (he  prefer¬ 
red  his  flaying  in  the  country,  and  follow¬ 
ing  the  fafe  and  ufeful  employment  of  a  huf- 
bandman. 

Through  divine  mercy  and  prefervation  he 
appears  from  his  early  years  to  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  religious  difpofition,  being  of  a 
careful  and  fober  demeanor  amongff  men,  and 
frequent  in  reading  the  fcriptures :  To  grofs 
evils  and  open  profanity  he  had  a  fixed  aver- 
fion  ;  but  in  vain  amufements  and  paflimes,  by 
the  world  termed  innocent,  he  took  a  delight, 
efpecially  in  playing  at  cards,  wherein  being 
generally  fuccefsful,  his  delight  therein  en- 
creafed,  and  his  thoughts  were  much  taken 
up  therewith  ;  but  he  found  his  pleafure  often 
fucceeded  by  painful  remorfe,  the  conviftions 
of  the  light  in  his  own  confcience  frequently 
gave  him  much  trouble  and  uneafinefs  for  many 
days  together,  which  brought  him  to  fome  clofe 
confiderations  concerning  the  lawfulnefs  of  the 
practice ;  and  not  knowing  then  of  any  man 
that  judged  it  in  general  unlawful,  he  was 
tempted  to  conclude,  he  might  fafely  play  at 
any  time  except  on  firfl  days  at  night,  which 
he,  with  others,  had  been  in  the  practice  of. 
Under  this  perfuafion,  he  fet  himfelf  at  eafe 
for  a  time  ;  but  as  he  became  further  illumi¬ 
nated,  he  faw  clearly  that  he  mull  lead  a  more 
circumfpecl  and  religious  life  than  he  had  done, 
and  not  join  with  young  people  in  their  paf- 
times ;  yet  under  this  impreflion  he  felt  a  rea- 
foner  within  himfelf,  perfuading  him,  that  as  he 
was  young,  fuch  amufements  and  fuch  company 
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fuited  his  age  and  time  of  life,  that  he  yet 
might  live  long,  and  that  it  would  be  time 
enough  for  him  to  grow  religious  when  he 
was  married.  To  this  flefh-pleafmg  doftrine 
he  lent  a  willing  ear  for  fome  time  longer  ; 
but  in  the  cool  hour  of  confideration  his  trouble 
of  mind  returned  upon  him  with  additional 
weight,  as  he  wras  now  finning  againft  convic¬ 
tion. 

Being  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  they 
were  very  defirous  he  (hould  marry  when  young, 
and  for  that  purpofe  propofed  a  young  woman 
of  a  reputable  family  in  the  country  for  his 
choice.  This  propofal  appearing  to  him  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  confequence  to  his  future  peace 
and  welfare,  filled  him  with  an  anxious  thought- 
fulnefs,  and  prayer  to  the  Almighty,  to  profper 
the  defign,  fo  far  only,  as  it  might  be  for  their 
good.  About  the  fame  time  his  religious 
thoughtfulnefs  encreafed,  fo  that 'if  at  any  time 
he  joined  with  profane  airy  company,  and  par¬ 
took  in  their  mirth,  it  would  be  fucceeded  by 
an  additional  weight  of  forrow.  In  this  ftate, 
an  epidemical  fever  raging  in  the  country,  he 
was  vifited  therewith :  The  profpeft  of  proba¬ 
ble  death  filled  him  with  horror  and  great  trou¬ 
ble  of  mind,  fearing,  as  he  had  finned  againft; 
conviction,  he  had  no  juft  ground  to  hope  for 
mercy,  if  he  {hould  be  taken  off  by  this  diftem- 
per  in  the  ftate  of  difobedience,  he  apprehend¬ 
ed  himfelf  to  be  in,  his  only  ray  of  hope  was 
in  the  probability  of  divine  mercy  being  fo  far 
extended  as  to  reftore  him  to  health,  and  to 
grant  him  fpace  to  repent,  which  favour  in  both 
refpects  was  mercifully  granted  to  his  earned 
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prayers  in  this  time  of  accumulated  didrefs  ;CHAP. 
and  a  portion  of  divine  grace  enabled  him  to  n. 
keep  his  refolution,  to  order  his  converfation 
Hill  more  religioufly  and  circumfpe&ly,  than  I72*- 
he  had  hitherto  done :  feeking  retirement  for 
mental  prayer  to  the  Lord  in  fecret  places, 
to  lhew  him  the  fure  wav  to  falvation,  beincr 
fenfible  he  had  not  yet  difcovered  it.  He  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  much  to  reading  the  fcriptures, 
and  became  a  very  exemplary  and  devout  at- 
tender  of  the  public  worlhip,  and  diligently 
attentive  to  the  do&rine  he  heard  preached 
there ;  but  durd  not  join  in  the  finging 
as  unfuitable  to  the  date  of  his  foul,  under 
forrow  for  his  pad  defects,  and  want  of  drength 
and  underdanding  by  what  means  effedually 
to  remedy  them  in  future  ;  for  he  obferved 
the  prieds  would  defcribe  the  reward  of  the 
righteous,  and  the  punilhment  of  the  wicked  ; 
but  how  to  overcome  fin  and  learn  righte- 
oufnefs,  he  found  himfelf  left  by  them  at  a  lofs, 
which  leflened  the  edeem  of  thofe  teachers  in  his 
eye. 

In  this  time  of  his  uncertainty  and  agitation 
of  mind,  fome  of  the  miniders  of  the  people 
called  Quakers  came  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
his  refidence,  a  defire  of  information,  which 
naturally  drew  him  to  turn  his  enquiry  on  everv 
fide,  led  him  to  hear  what  their  dodlrine  was 
on  this  and  other  religious  fubje&s.  The  fird 
of  them  whom  he  heard  was  John  Wilkinfon, 
(formerly  an  independent  preacher)  but  coming 
late,  and  being  difcompofed  through  hurry  in 
getting  thither,  being  dinted  in  time,  and  his 
obfervation  more  outward  to  others  than  him¬ 
felf, 
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CHAP,  felf,  he  writes,  he  was  little  reached.  The  next 
ii.  opportunity  he  had  was  at  a  meeting  appointed 
about  a  mile  from  his  habitation,  to  which 
172°.  Robert  Barclay,  being  on  his  way  home,  and 
hearing  of  the  meeting,  came,  and  appearing 
there  in  a  clear  and  convincing  testimony,  his 
under flaric'ng  was  much  opened  into  the  na¬ 
ture  of  that  fpiritual  religion  he  wanted  to  be 
acquainted  with,  and  his  convincement  of  the 
truth  of  his  doctrine  in  a  great  meafure  effect¬ 
ed.  Soon  after  Thomas  Carleton  and  Thomas 
Langhorn  were  at  a  meeting  appointed  near 
his  houfe,  to  wTich  he  went.  Thefe  men,  by 
their  miniftry  and  comoerfation,  were  inftru- 
mental  to  his  more  clear  and  effectual  con¬ 
vincement,  as  well  as  that  of  fundry  others. 
And  the  report  of  this  convincement  on  the 
borders  of  Scotland  reaching  the  ears  of  friends, 
John  Wilkinfon  aforefaid  paid  them  another  vi- 
iit,  and  appointed  another  meeting  amongft  them ; 
in  which,  through  a  divine  power  attending  his 
miniftry  and  overfhadowing  the  meeting,  many 
more  were  convinced. 

After  fome  more  meetings  amongft  them, 
they  were  encouraged  to  keep  up  a  meeting 
among  themfelves  for  folemn  worfhip,  though 
in  filence,  which  they  did  ;  and  their  number 
encreafed,  notwithftanding  they  had  no  outward 
miniftry ;  many  alfo  were  convinced  in  judg¬ 
ment,  who  had  not  fortitude  to  join  the  focie- 
ty,  it  being  a  time  of  hot  persecution  under 
the  laft  aft  agafnft  conventicles,  but  for  a  wThile 
waited  to  fee  how  it  would  fare  with  thofe, 
who  had  openly  profeffed  themfelves  Quakers. 
Thefe  newly  convinced  friends  were  foon  made 
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partakers  with  their  elder  brethren  in  the  CHAP, 
liifferings  of  this  feafon,  through  the  rapacity  II. 
of  informers.  One  Gilbert  Atkinfon,  who  had 
formerly  been  a  man  of  repute,  falling  into  I73C>' 
frequent  intoxication  and  other  vicious  courfes, 
loft  his  reputation  and  his  property,  and  in 
order  to  repair  the  latter  turned  informer  ; 
made  great  fpoil  of  friends  goods,  and  was  in- 
ftrumental  to  the  imprilonment  of  many  of 
them.  But,  like  many  others  of  this  infamous 
clafs,  his  ill-gotten  gains  did  him  little  good. 
Attending  the  feflions  at  Carlille,  in  order  to 
appear  againft  friends  in  prifon  there,  and  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  getting  their  liberty,  he  was  ar- 
refted  for  debt,  and  caft  into  prifon,  where  he 
fell  into  great  poverty  and  want,  in  which  ftate 
he  was  often  relieved  by  fome  of  this  people, 
who  he  had  grievoufly  perfecuted,  and  at  laft 
finifhed  his  days  in  prifon. 

It  was  now  that  king  Charles’s  declaration 
for  liberty  of  confcience  wras  publifhed,  where¬ 
by  this  people  enjoyed  a  refpite  from  fuft’ering, 
an  J  heir  number  in  this  corner  of  the  nation  was 
confiderably  encreafed,  many  of  thore  who  had 
ftood  off,  feeing  the  divine  prefervation  attend¬ 
ing  their  innocency  and  ftedfaftnefs,  joined 
them  in  fociety,  and  diligently  attended  their 
meetings,  which  urere  ftill  held  in  lilence, 
except  when  friends  in  the  miniftry  from  abroad 
came  to  vilit  them.  Yet  in  thole  filent  meet¬ 
ings  they  were  often  favoured  with  divine  con- 
folation,  and  grew  in  grace  and  the  inward 
experience  of  the  work  of  fan&ification,  where¬ 
by  they  were  fitted  for  the  reception  of  fpiri- 
tual  gifts.  Among  thefe  Chriftopher  Story  was 
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one  who  received  a  (hare  in  the  miniftry,  to 
which  he  was  very  backward  to  give  up,  though 
often  exercifed  under  the  burden  of  the  word, 
for  fear  of  miffing  his  way,  or  bringing  forth 
unripe  fruit,  but  at  laft  gave  up  to  the  divine 
requirings,  in  uttering  a  few  words  to  his 
great  peace  and  rejoicing  in  fpirit ;  and  through 
diligent  attention  to  the  opening  of  counfel, 
and  inftruction  of  the  fpirit  of  truth,  he  grew 
in  his  gift,  and  became  an  eminent  minif- 
ter  of  the  word  of  reconciliation  and  falvation. 
This  was  feveral  years  after  his  convincement ; 
but  it  was  not  long  after  his  appearance  in  the 
miniftry,  till  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  travel 
in  the  work  thereof  to  Scotland.  His  fucceed- 
ing  journey  to  the  yearly  meeting  of  London, 
and  thence  weftward  in  company  with  John 
Banks,  hath  been  before  noticed.  *  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  frequent  journeys  to  exercife  his  mi- 
nifterial  labours,  for  the  edification  of  his  bre¬ 
thren,  and  the  convincement  of  many  others, 
through  moft  parts  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  oftner  than  once.  He  'was  alfo  con¬ 
cerned,  particularly  in  his  native  county,  to 
appoint  meetings  amongft  thofe  of  other  foci- 
eties.  His  fervice  was  great,  and  his  miniftry 
well  approved,  at  home  and  abroad;  being 
plain,  powerful  and  affefling  in  his  teftimony, 
reaching  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  his 
hearers. 

In  conducing  the  affairs  of  difcipline  in  the 
church,  his  abilities  were  equally  confpicuous. 
In  much  wifdom  and  prudence  he  exerted  his 
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endeavours  to  preferve  his  friends  in  a  blame-  chap. 
lefs  converfation,  and  in  faithfulnefs  in  every  n. 
branch  of  their  chriftian  teftimony.  Againlt ' — 
undue  liberty,  excefs  and  fuperfluity  of  every  »72°“ 
kind,  he  was  remarkably  zealous ;  yet  his  zeal 
being  tempered  with  meeknefs,  and  his  own  ex¬ 
ample  marked  with  circumfpe&ion,  abftinence, 
fimplicity  and  gravity,  they  produced  an  awful 
refpeft,  and  frequently  gave  efficacy  to  his 
zealous  labours. 

He  was  diligent  alfo  in  his  endeavours  to 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  church  uninterrupt¬ 
ed,  and  to  keep  out  every  incentive  to  flrife 
and  debate ;  he  had  alfo  an  excellent  talent 
for  accommodating  differences  or  mifunder- 
flandings,  when  any  thing  of  that  kind  hap¬ 
pened. 

Although  this  friend  was  not  convinced  till 
the  feafon  of  perfecution  was  pretty  far  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  its  period,  yet  he  had  a  ffiare  of 
the  fufferings  to  which  this  fociety  was  Hill  ex- 
pofed.  From  the  time  Atkinfon  the  informer 
had  been  call  into  prifon,  the  friends  in  thefe 
parts  had  been  pretty  much  unmoleded,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  diftreffes  taken  for  Sunday  ffiillings 
(a»  they  termed  them)  and  an  attempt  to  pro- 
fecute  them  as  popiffi  recufants  for  20I.  a 
month ;  but  for  want  of  an  informer  thefe 
profecutions  do  not  appear  to  have  been  car¬ 
ried  through.  At  laft,  in  1682,  one  James 
Appleby  from  Yorkffiire  undertook  the  office, 
and  ./procuring  one  Story  to  join  him,  they 
came  to  Chriitopher  Story’s,  the  meeting  being 
there,  and  made  information  before  Henry 
Forfter,  a  juftice,  againfl  feveral  being  met  to¬ 
gether, 
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chap,  gether,  and  among  others,  that  Chriftopher 
n*  Story  was  there,  although  at  that  time  he  was 
in  Lancafhire,  above  forty  miles  off.  A  war- 
rant  was  iffued  for  making  diftrefs,  but  the 
officers  were  backward  to  execute  the  war¬ 
rant  in  his  abfence ;  and  the  informer,  fenfi- 
ble  that  his  perjury  was  generally  known, 
thought  it  fafelt  to  abfcond  for  the  prefent, 
whereby,  for  this  time,  he  was  difappointed  of 
his  prey. 

But  as  foon  as  he  thought  the  danger  over, 
this  informer  returned  to  his  infamous  occu¬ 
pation,  made  information  of  another  meeting 
at  Chriftopher  Story’s,  procured  a  warrant 
from  mitice  Aglionby  to  diftrain  for  the  fines  ; 
but  the  conftables  being  (till  backward  to  dif¬ 
trefs  their  neighbours,  were  very  moderate  in 
their  diftraints,  which  not  fuiting  the  views  of 
the  infolent  informer,  he  brought  one  of  them 
before  the  juftice,  and  had  him  bound  to  his 
good  behaviour  ;  and  had  afterwards  a  gene¬ 
ral  feizure  made  of  Chriftopher  Story’s  goods, 
of  which  they  proclaimed  a  public  fale ;  but 
fuch  was  the  deteftacion,  the  plunder  of  in¬ 
formers  was  now  held  in,  that  nobody  would 
come  to  buy.  He  took  the  horfes  and  fheep 
to  diftant  fairs  ;  fold  the  horfes  at  half  price, 
and  the  fheep  were  fcattered  and  difperfed 
about  the  country  by  the  people  and  their 
dogs,  when  they  knew  who  the  man  was,  and 
how  he  came  by  them ;  he  alfo  had  Chrifto- 
pher’s  corn  feized,  but  could  get  nobody  to 
threfh  it.  He  again  informed  of  another  meet¬ 
ing  to  Henry  Dacres,  juftice,  againft  Chrifto¬ 
pher  Story  for  preaching  there,  who  was  ac¬ 
cordingly 
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cordingly  fined  20I.  for  which  the  officers  CHAP, 
took  feveral  cows  and  young  cattle  ;  but  thefe  n* 
officers  acting  againft  their  will,  when  they 
took  them  to  market  to  fell,  took  care  to  have 
the  people  informed,  what  kind  of  goods  they 
were.  The  informer  upon  this  complained  to 
the  juftice,  who  accordingly  bound  one  of  thefe 
officers  alfo  to  his  good  behaviour.  While 
the.  diftreffes  remained  undifpofed  of,  king 
Charles  died,  which  much  weakened  the  in¬ 
former’s  power  ;  for  then  the  juflices  would 
liften  to  none  of  his  complaints,  fo  the  goods 
feized  were  not  fold.  Yet  Chriftopher,  with 
others  of  his  friends,  w^ere  bound  to  appear  at 
the  affizes,  and  for  refufng  to  give  bond  to 
traverfe  the  indiftment  were  committed  to  prifon, 
where  they  continued  until  king  James  granted 
them  a  general  releafe,  and  then  the  perfecution 
generally  ceafed. 

For  his  eminent  qualifications  for  fervice  in 
the  church  ;  for  his  diligent  dii’cnarge  of  duty 
in  a  long  and  conftant  courfe  of  minifterial 
labour  at  home  and  abroad,  and  for  his  faith- 
fulnefs  as  a  ffiining  example  of  confiftency 
in  a  circumfpeft  and  religious  converfation,  he 
was  greatly  beloved  and  refpected  amongft  his 
brethren.  And  as  he  was  alfo  endowed  wdth 
a  good  underftanding.  and  a  found  judgment 
in  temporal  affairs,  in  moral  and  civil  rights, 
and  in  great  repute  for  integrity,  he  was  often 
employed  in  the  good  work  of  ending  differ¬ 
ences,  and  compofmg  litigations  among  his 
neighbours  of  other  communities,  and  with  re¬ 
markable  fuccefs,  with  that  equity,  fkill  and  ad- 
drefs,  as  to  give  fatisfaftion  to  both  panics,  a 
point  not  generally  attained. 
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chap.  As  0]d  agC  oveftook  him,  and  his  body  de- 
dined  in  ftrength,  his  mental  faculties  difco- 
'  vered  no  fymptom  of  decay  ;  his  memory  and 

^2°‘  underftanding,  his  zeal  and  fervency  continued 
unimpaired.  He  was  feized  with  a  confump- 
tive  diftemper,  which  encreafed  upon  him  about 
the  fpace  of  nine  months,  during  which  time 
he  continued  his  attendance  of  religious  meet¬ 
ings  at  home,  wherein  he  was  frequently  fa¬ 
voured,  fo  as  to  manifelt  that  he  retained  his 
inward  ftrength,  by  the  lively  and  affecting 
teftimonies  he  bore  during  his  bodily  weak- 
nefs.  And  much  excellent  counfel,  and  edi¬ 
fying  advice  he  imparted  to  his  friends  who 
came  to  vifit  him  in  his  ficknefs,  and  alfo  to 
his  children  he  gave  much  tender  and  fatherly 
admonition. 

And  having  lived  a  life  of  righteoufnefs,  de¬ 
voted  to  the  fervice  of  his  maker  and  mankind, 
he  had  hope  in  his  death,  ■which  happened  at 
his  own  houfe  at  Righead  the  6th  of  the  11th 
month  1720,  and  he  was  interred  in  friends  bu- 
rying  ground  at  Hetherfide ;  his  funeral  was 
attended  by  a  multitude  of  friends  and  others, 
remarkably  numerous,  evidencing  the  general 
eftimation  of  his  character  amongft  his  neigh¬ 
bours. 

1727*  The  king  this  year,  going  to  vifit  his  ele£toral 
Georg<Ti.  dominions,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  an  indifpo- 
fition  on  the  road,  which  proved  mortal ;  he  ex¬ 
pired  at  Ofnaburg  the  next  day,  being  the  nth 
day  of  the  month  called  June,  in  the  68th  year 
of  his  age,  having  reigned  near  thirteen  years 
with  wiidom  and  moderation. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  III. 

IRELAND. 


Vifit  of  Benjamin  Holme  and  John  Burton. — John 
Burton  returns  home. — Benjamin  vi/its  London¬ 
derry  and  federal  other  Places^  where  there  are 
no  Meetings  of  Friends , — Is  imprifoned  at  Long¬ 
ford. — Addrefs  to  Government  on  Occafion  of  the 
Rebellion. — ‘Thomas  Story  vifits  Ireland. — At 
Kilkenny  is  perfecuted  by  the  Bi/loop  of  Of 
fry. 


BENJAMIN  HOLME,  a  friend  of  Yorkfhire,  c  h  A  F. 
a  man  of  ancient  fimplicity,  who  refigning  all  m. 
worldly  concerns  and  cares,  having  an  eftate  or 
income  fufficientfor  his  few  wants,  gave  up  mod  1712. 
or  all  his  time  to  travel  about  for  the  edification 
of  his  friends,  generally  vifiting  them  in  their  John  Bur- 
families,  as  well  as  their  meetings ;  came  over ton' 
to  Ireland  this  year,  accompanied  by  John  Bur¬ 
ton,  from  the  northern  part  of  the  fame  county, 
for  the  fpreading  the  true  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  this  fociety  among!!  other  people  ;  he 
was  an  able  and  powerful  minifler  of  the  gofpel, 
a  man  of  good  fenfe  and  ftrong  natural  parts, 
refined  by  religion,  more  than  by  education,  in 
whom  a  peculiar  wifdom  in  conduct,  in  his  mi- 

niflry 
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CHAP,  niflry  and  in  his  judgment  was  concealed  under 
hi.  the  ruftick  appearance  of  the  fimple  hufband- 
'^v  '  man. 

T  l7'2'  After  vifiting  the  meetings  of  his  friends  to 
returns.  their  edification,  John  13urton  returned  home ; 
i^compTny  but  Benjamin  having  a  further  profpect  in  view, 
with  k  '  flayed  longer,  and  then  took  his  journey  to 
Londonderry,  accompanied  by  Patrick  Hender- 
donderry.  fon,  with  a  view  to  get  a  meeting  in  that  city  ; 
but  the  magiflrates  would  not  permit  it,  dif- 
perfmg  all  the  people  who  were  affembled  j 
whereupon  Benjamin  wrote  to  the  mayor,  /hew¬ 
ing  how  difagreeable  it  was  to  chriflianity,  thus 
to  treat  men,  who  under  a  religious  concern 
came  only  to  call  the  inhabitants  to  repentance. 
They  alfo  wrote  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
reminding  them  of  the  late  calamities  they  had 
fulfered,  and  the  merciful  deliverance  they  had 
providentially  received,  and  their  fudden  forget- 
fulnefs  of  this  great  mercy,  warning  them  of 
divine  judgments  for  their  ingratitude  and  pro¬ 
voking  fins,  if  they  did  not  timely  repent. 

•Has  ^Tn  After  this  the  faid  friends  had  feveral  meet- 
dry5  places  ings  in  the  faid  county,  and  in  the  county  of 
-ongft  Donegall,  amongft  a  people  to  whom  the  Qua- 
M  £erS’  kers,  fo  called,  and  their  principles,  were  little 
known.  Benjamin  had  feveral  meetings  of  the 
fame  kind  in  the  provinces  of  Munfter  and  Con¬ 
naught  ;  at  Sligo,  a  few  had  lately  been  con¬ 
vinced,  whom  he  felt  a  particular  concern  to 
vifit,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  and  encourage  them 
in  the  way  to  peace. 

1 7’  3-  In  the  fecond  month,  1713,  Benjamin  and 
ip’pnroned  frient]s  ^me  to  Longford  with  the  like 

ford.  ~  purpofe,  and  having  obtained  a  room  at  their 

inn 
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inn  for  a  meeting,  they  went  to  invite  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  acquaint  the  fovereign  of  the  town, 
who  told  them  he  had  no  obje&ion  againd  their 
holding  a  meeting,  but  defired  them  to  acquaint 
Benjamin  Spann  of  it,  who  was  both  a  judice 
of  the  peace  and  pried  of  the  parifh.  In  con- 
fideration  of  his  office  as  a  civil  magidrate  they 
thought  it  proper  to  wait  upon  him  alfo,  to  ap¬ 
prize  him  of  their  purpofe  ;  but  he  quickly  dis¬ 
covered  in  what  light  he  held  the  toleration, 
abruptly  telling  them  with  great  indignation 
they  Jhould  have  no  meeting  in  that  town.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Holme  replied,  they  did  not  come  to  afk  his 
leave ,  but  as  a  magi/irate  to  inform  him  thereof 
and  pleaded  the  Queen’s  toleration  for  liberty  of 
confcience,  and  fo  they  parted.  But  the  land¬ 
lord  hearing  of  Spann’s  prohibition,  told  them, 
that  in  this  circumdance  he  durd  not  by  any 
means  differ  a  meeting  in  his  houfe,  for  that  Mr. 
Spann  would  ruin  him.  Whereupon  Benjamin 
Holme  and  Benjamin  Parvin,  going  to  feek  ano¬ 
ther  place,  met  the  faid  pried  in  the  dreet,  who 
acceded  them  afrefh  upon  the  occafion.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Holme  renewed  his  plea  of  the  Queen’s 
toleration.  The  pried  in  wrath  denied,  that 
cither  man  or  woman  in  England  or  Ireland  could 
grant  a  toleration.  Benjamin  Holme  defired  him 
to  do  as  he  would  be  done  by.  The  pried  re¬ 
plied,  “  that  is  no  rule  to  me.”  His  paffion  be¬ 
ing  greatly  raffed,  he  called  for  a  condable ;  but 
none  appearing,  he  feized  him  hinffelf,  and  fee¬ 
ing  the  jailer  near,  commanded  him  to  take  him 
into  cudody  ;  and  fo  leading  him  by  one  arm, 
and  the  jailer  by  the  other,  they  put  him  into 
the  dungeon,  and  alter  fomc  abufive  language, 
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chap.  the  prieft  laid  hold  of  Benjamin  Parvin,  and  de- 
m*  livered  him  to  the  jailer,  who  by  his  orders  con- 
t  fined  him  in  the  fame  place,  where  they  fat  to¬ 
gether  in  great  peace  and  contentment  for  about 
fix  hours,  and  then  the  jailer  removed  them  to 
an  upper  room,  where  feveral  friendly  perfons 
came  to  fee  them,  and  among  them  one  who 
brought  them  a  difcharge  from  the  pried,  upon 
condition  they  fhould  promife  not  to  come  again, 
nor  hold  any  meeting  in  or  near  Longford: 
They  told  him  they  could  make  no  fuch  pro¬ 
mife,  for  that  no  true  minider  of  Chrid  was  his 
own  mader,  but  mud  anfwer  the  requirings  of 
him,  who  called  them  into  his  work  and  fervice. 
They  were  locked  up  that  night  in  the  room, 
where  they  lay  on  the  boards  in  their  great  coats 
and  boots.  The  jailer  underdanding  they  would 
demand  their  lvbeity  at  the  expiration  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  as  they  were  arbitrarily  committed 
without  a  mittimus  fhewing  any  caufe,  waited 
upon  Spann,  who  then  granted  a  mittimus, 
charging  them  with  coming  in  contempt  of  the 
Queen’s  authority,  by  force  and  arms  in  a  hof- 
tile  manner,  to  hold  a  Quaker’s  meeting  in  the 
borough  of  Longford. 

This  charge  they  denied  as  falfe  in  every  part 
of  it,  and  particularly  that  it  was  not  they  who 
contemned  the  Queen’s  authority,  but  the  pried, 
who  had  publicly  declared,  “  that  neither  man 
fi  or  woman  in  England  or  Ireland  could  grant 
4C  a  toleration  for  liberty  of  confcience,”  and 
who  had  violated  the  toleration  granted  by  the 
Iegiflature,  in  imprifoning  them  ;  which  being  re¬ 
ported  to  the  pried,  he  faid,  he  wifhed  he  had 
never  feen  them,  and  in  the  evening  fent  an 

order 
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Order  under  his  hand  to  the  jailer  to  fet  them  at  c  hap. 
liberty.  in. 

By  reafon  of  the  rebellion  which  broke  out 
in  Scotland,  the  friends  in  Ireland  thought  it  re-  I7I5- 
quifite  at  this  time  to  teilify  their  affection  to 
the  government,  which  was  done  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  addrefs  to  the  Lords  jultices. 


I  7  I . 


To  Charles  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  Henrv 

Lari  of  Galway,  lords  jultices,  and  chief  Addrefs  to 
governors  of  Ireland.  ETpon 

occafion  of 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  people  called  Qua-  u'on!^"* 
kers,  from  their  national  half-year’s  meet¬ 
ing  held  in  Dublin  the  ioth  of  the  ninth 
“  month,  1715. 


<C 


c  c 


cc 


cc 


tc  May  it  pleafe  the  Lords  Jultices, 

44  The  many  and  great  privileges  continued 
4  unto  us  under  the  king’s  mild  and  favourable 
‘  government,  and  thofe  in  authority  under 
‘  him,  more  efpecially  that  we  have  liberty 
‘  peaceably  to  worlhip  Almighty  God  accord- 
4  ing  as  he  hath  perfuaded  our  confciences,  we 
4  efteem  great  blellings,  and  lay  us  under  great 
4  obligations  of  humility  and  thankfulnefs,  firlt 
4  to  God,  and  then  to  the  king,  for  the  fame. 

44  The  king  having  been  pleated  to  place  you 
4  chief  governors  of  this  kingdom,  we  take 
4  leave,  in  our  plain  way,  to  congratulate  you 
4  upon  your  fafe  arrival  here,  and  to  allure  you 
4  that  we  are  well  affecded  to  king  George  and 
4  the  prefent  government,  and  have  a  juft  de- 

Vol.  IV.  R  “  teftation 
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chap.  44  teftation  and  abhorrence  of  all  confpiracies, 
iii.  “  plots  and  rebellion  againft  the  king  and  go- 
“  vernment ;  and  that  it  hath  been  our  declared 
*7 lS-  44  principle,  as  well  as  practice,  ever  fmce  the 
44  Lord  called  us  to  be  a  people,  to  live  peace- 
44  ably  and  behave  dutifully  toward  thofe,  whom 
“  he  hath  placed  in  authority  over  us,  fo,  by 
44  divine  affillance,  we  are  refolved,  according 
44  to  our  duty,  to  demean  and  behave  ourfelves 
44  towards  the  king  and  thofe  in  authority  under 
44  him. 

44  And  as  we  are  a  people  liable  to  fulferings 
44  for  our  tender  confciences  towards  God,  we 
44  entreat,  that  if  any  fuch  thing  Ihould  attend 
44  us  under  your  adminiftration,  you  will  be 
44  pleafed  favourably  to  admit  us  to  lay  our  fuf- 
44  fering  cafe  before  you,  in  order  to  feek  for  re- 
44  drefs. 

44  We  lincerely  pray  to  Almighty  God,  that 
.  44  he  may  endue  your  hearts  with  divine  wif- 

44  dom  fo  to  govern,  that  virtue  and  piety  may 
44  be  encouraged,  and  the  contrary  reftrained, 
44  that  fo  his  bleffing  may  attend  you  here  in  this 
44  life,  and  eternal  happinefs  in  that  to  come.” 

Thomas  Wilfon  and  feveral  others  by  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  national  meeting  came  over  to  the 
yearly  meeting  of  London  as  ufual,  and  at  this 
time  with  a  particular  view  to  join  with  their 
brethren  in  England,  in  foliciting  further  eafe 
with  refpeft  to  the  affirmation,  which  was  uneafy 
to  friends  in  Ireland  in  a  general  way,  fome  of 
whom  had  been  great  fufferers,  becaufe  their 
confciences  would  not  allow  them  to  make  ufe 
of  the  affirmation  in  its  original  form. 


Thomas 
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Thomas  Story,  who  was  now  returned  from  chap. 
America,  went  over  this  year  to  Ireland,  and  hi. 
had  meetings  not  only  with  his  friends,  but 
among  ftrangers,  in  places  where  no  friends  re-  >7i6* 
Tided,  and  where  the  fociety  was  little  known,  Jtoryvifits 
amongft  whom  his  fervice  was  generally  well Ireland’ 
accepted,  and  he  met  with  little  interruption 
until  he  came  to  Kilkenny,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  city  are  generally  of  the  Romilh  com¬ 
munion,  or  Proteftants  of  the  high  church  clafs, 
being  the  ancient  refidence  of  the  Dukes  of  Or¬ 
mond,  and  at  that  time  under  the  influence  of 
a  lordly  high  prieft,  Vefey,  bifhop  of  Oifory, 
whofe  palace  is  there.  Here  are  few  diflenters 
of  any  clafs  except  papifts  ;  and  this  bifhop  feem- 
ed  much  difpofed,  as  far  as  he  had  power,  to 
fuffer  no  other. 

Thomas  coming  to  the  city,  in  company  with  At  Kiikcn- 
fundry  other  friends,  with  a  view  to  procure  a 
meeting  amongfl  the  inhabitants,  a  proper  place  th/biihop 
being  procured  and  fitted  up  with  feats,  and  theof0lTory' 
meeting  gathered  according  to  appointment. 

Some  time  after  Thomas  had  flood  up,  and  was 
proceeding  in  his  teftimony,  there  came  in  two 
men,  Arthur  Webb  and  Robert  Sherrington, 
and  commanding  him  to  be  filent,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  difperfe,  he  took  no  notice  of  them  for 
l'ome  time,  but  proceeded  in  his  teftimony,  un¬ 
til  they  difturbed  the  meeting  to  that  degree 
that  the  people  were  not  in  a  capacity  to  hear  ; 
then  he  flopped  and  afked  them  who  they 
were,  and  by  what  authority  they  acted  thus  ? 

They  anfwered,  they  were  the  church-wardens  : 

He  replied,  the  church-wardens  had  no  autho¬ 
rity  by  the  virtue  of  their  office  to  meddle  with 

R  2  their 
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chap,  their  meeting,  nor  power  to  hinder  it ;  fo  defir- 
iii.  ed  them  to  defiH,  and  fit  down  peaceably  as 
^ — v — J  others  did.  Seeing  Thomas  and  his  friends  no- 
iyj.6.  -wife  alarmed  or  terrified  by  their  intrufion,  as 
they  expected,  they  ordered  the  people  to 
difperfe,  threatening  them  with  the  Bifhop’s 
court,  and  began  to  take  fome  names,  which 
fome  obferving  went  out,  but  the  greateH  part 
Hayed,  being  difpleafed  at  the  fpoiling  ofthe meet¬ 
ing  which  had  begun  well.  Soon  after  came  one 
Jofeph  Worley,  ferjeant  at  mace,  and  a  conHable 
along  with  him,  while  Thomas  was  (till  Hand¬ 
ing  and  exhorting  the  people  as  he  could  get  op¬ 
portunity  ;  they  defired  him  to  come  down,  for 
they  had  a  warrant  from  a  juHice  of  peace  to 
apprehend  him,  and  difperfe  the  meeting.  Tho¬ 
mas  told  them  the  Quakers  were  well  known  to 
be  a  peaceable  people,  and  fubject  to  govern¬ 
ment,  and  defired  them  to  have  a  little  patience, 
till  he  had  cleared  himfelf  to  the  people,  to 
which  they  difcovered  no  averfion,  till  fome  of 
the  fuperior  perfecutors  cried  out,  How  well 
you  execute  your  warrant  ?  They  then  took 
him,  Edward  Cooper,  Henry  Ridgeway  and 
John  Harris  away,  in  cuftody  to  the  juHice’s 
houfe,  but  he  would  not  be  feen,  being  troubled 
that  he  had  been  drawn  in  to  fign  the  warrant, 
which  was  brought  to  him  ready  drawn  up  by 
Robert  Connell  the  bifhop’s  regiHer,  and  fent  to 
him  by  the  bifhop,  defiring  him  to  fign  it ;  it 
was  with  reluclancy  he  complied ;  they  took 
them  to  other  juHices,  who  evaded  inter¬ 
fering  ;  till  at  laid  they  were  taken  before  the 
mayor,  and  this  Connell,  who  being  an  aider- 
man,  was  a  juHice  cf  the  city  by  his  office; 
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they  charged  them  with  holding  a  riotous  and  c  hap. 
unlawful  aflembly,  which  being  denied,  Connell  ni. 
acknowledged  they  were  not  making  any  dif- 
turbance,  but  dill  it  was  an  unlawful  affembly,  1 7 
the  act  of  toleration  in  England  not  extending 
to  Ireland.  This  pofition  Thomas  Story  endea¬ 
voured  to  difprove ;  thefe  magillrates  then  re¬ 
quired  fecurity  for  their  appearance  at  the  af- 
fizes,  and  for  their  good  behaviour  in  the  mean 
time  ;  this  was  refufed;  the  julfices  wrote  a  mit¬ 
timus,  but  at  laft  difmiffed  them  with  menaces 
of  the  confequences,  if  they  fhould  attempt  to 
hold  any  more  meetings  there. 

As  thefe  menaces  proceeded  from  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  difpofition  to.  that  which  the  king  (to 
whom  the  bilhop  and  his  adherents  v'ere  fuf- 
pefted  to  bear  no  true  allegiance)  and  fuperior 
order  of  magiftrates  aifcovered  to  this  people  at 
this  time,  thev  were  no  way  difcouraged  by 
them,  but  colluded  to  appoint  another  meet¬ 
ing  next  morning;  Thomas  had  flood  up  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  his  difcourfe  about  half  an  hour,  when 
the  fame  church-wardens  diflurbed  the  meeting 
as  before  ;  but  little  notice  was  taken  of  th<  m, 
till  the  mayor’s  ferjeants  and  conflables  came  and 
took  Thomas  Story  fingly  a  fecond  time  into 
cuflody,  and  carried  him  before  the  mayor,  Con¬ 
nell  and  fome  others,  who  behaved  imperioufly, 
and  gave  him  threatening  language.  He  told 
them  they  were  not  to  infult  the  king’s  fub- 
jects,  nor  vent  their  own  paflions  upon  them  ; 
that  if  he  had  broken  the  law,  he  was  fubiect 
to  the  law  ;  and  if  they  acted  without  law,  they 
alfo  were  punifliable  by  the  law.  They  again  re¬ 
quired  fureties  for  his  appearance  at  the  aflizes,  S^prifon.^ 

and 
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chap,  and  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  upon  his  re- 
iii.  fufal  committed  him  to  jail  with  the  following 

— '  mittimus. 

1716. 

“  City  of  Kilkenny ,  fs.  By  John  Birch,  Efq; 
“  Mayor  of  the  /aid  City,  and  Robert  Con- 
“  nell,  Efq;  one  of  his  Maje/ly’s  Ju/lices  of 
“  the  Peace  for  the faid  City. 

“  WE  herewith  fend  you  the  body  of  Thomas 
“  Story ,  he  unlawfully  affembling  himfelf  with 
“  feveral  other  perfons,  and  refufing  to  find 
“  fufficient  fecurity  for  his  appearance  next 
«  affizes,  and  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  him 
“  to  keep,  till  thence  difcharged  by  the  courfe 
“  of  law  *,  and  for  fo  doing  this  fhall  be  your 
“  Warrant.  Given  under  our  hands  and  feals 
“  this  28th  day  of  February ,  1716. 

“  John  •irch,  Mayor, 

“  Robert  Connell. 

“  To  the  Keeper  of  his  Ma- 
“  jelly’s  Jail  of  the  faid 
“  City,  Thefe.” 

By  this  mittimus  he  was  fent  to  the  town 
jail,  and  put  into  the  common  ward  among 
thieves,  in  irons ;  but  was  not  fuffered  to  Hay 
He by  the  t^ere  very  long,  for  Anthony  Blunt,  the  Ihe- 
moved  to  riff  of  the  city,  a  very  civil  young  man,  well 
hu  own  affected  to  the  king,  in  refentment  to  the  ma¬ 
licious  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  oppo- 
fite  party,  took  him  out  of  the  common  pri- 

fon 
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fon  to  his  own  houfe,  where  he  was  provid-  chap. 
ed  with  a  very  good  room  and  agreeable  ac¬ 
commodations,  to  the  difappointment  of  the 
bifhop.  17 ‘6- 

The  account  of  his  imprifonment  brought 
friends  from  feveral  parts  to  vifit  him,  and 
many  Hayed  in  town  till  the  firft  day  ;  they  where  he 
had  a  meeting  in  the  fheriff’s  houfe,  his  wife 
and  family  and  many  perfons  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  being  prelent,  wherein  Thomas  Story 
bore  his  teftimony  againll  Anti-chrift  and  his 
minilters,  to  the  eafe  of  his  own  mind  and  the 
fatisfaftion  of  his  audience. 

The  next  day,  going  in  company  with 
fome  friends  to  take  the  air  in  the  duke  of 
Ormond’s  gardens,  he  was  accofted  by  feveral 
perfons,  whom  curiofity  drew  to  enter  into  con- 
verfation  with  this  prifoner  at  large  ;  among 
the  reft  juftice  Warren,  who  granted  the  war¬ 
rant  for  apprehending  him,  and  acknowledged 
his  forrow  for  it  ;  and  Alderman  Haddock 
and  others,  who  entering  into  conference  with 
him,  began  to  difeourfe  about  his  confine¬ 
ment,  at  which  they  freely  exprefied  their  in¬ 
dignation. 

In  the  mean  time  the  mayor  and  alderman 
Connell  alfo  came  in  a  great  chafe,  which  was 
heightened  when  they  faw  thefe  perfons  in 
friendly  converfation  with  him.  As  they  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  them,  Thomas  began  to  lpeak 
to  his  company,  concerning  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  founded  their  proceedings,  viz.  a 
fuppofition  that  the  toleration  aft  did  not  reach 
Ireland,  which  Thomas  proceeded  to  refute, 

Ihewing  that  the  aft  extended  to  all  the  king’s 
dominions ;  that  this  had  been  the  intention 

of 
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C  h  A  P  of  the  king  and  his  predeceffors,  fince  the  law 
111.  was  made,  and  that  upon  feveral  addreffes  pre- 
fented  to  him  by  friends,  the  king  had  allured 
17 16,  them  of  his  protection,  particularly  on  one 
from  the  laft  yearly  meeting  of  London,  when 
Thomas  was  prefent  with  many  others,  he  was 
pleafed  to  anfwer  their  addrefs  in  thefe  words, 
“  I  thank  you  for  your  affurance  of  duty  and 
44  affection  to  my  perfon  and  government,  and 
44  you  may  always  depend  upon  my  protcclion. 
“  But  it  feems,”  continued  he,  44  the  mayor 

44  and  the  magiftrates  here  infill  in  an  opi- 

“  nion  quite  oppofite  to  this,  at  the  hazard 

4*  of  what  may  follow  ;  for  you  may  allure 

“•  yourselves  we  are  as  jealous  and  tenacious 
44  of  our  gofpel  and  natural  liberties,  as  any 
44  body  here  can  be  bent  to  deprive  us  of 
44  them.” 

The  mayor  The  Mayor  and  his  party  dtfcovered  great 
juftke  £°  rancour.  They  immediately  applied  to  Jultice 
Warren  to  Warren  to  join  them  in  fending  him  out  of 
ingT.s.nd  the  county,  for  their  own  jurifdiclion  extended 
out  of  the  no  farther  than  the  precintts  of  the  city.  But 
wWufe*.  the  jut  Lice  refufed,  teiling  thetn  he  had  done 
too  much  of  this  drudgery  for  them  already, 
and  would  have  no  fu  ther  concern  with  them, 
but  leave  them  to  their  own  meafures.  This 
vexed  them  greatly,  and  occafioned  more  words, 
which  grew  pretty  hot  on  both  hdes,  till  the 
iullices  and  their  party,  who  were  for  the  king 
and  indulgence,  a  Iked  them,  44  how  they  came 
44  to  connive  at  fo  many  maffes  in  open  view7, 
44  and  be  ro  furious  upon  the  king’s  lriends  and 
44  peaceable  fubje&s?”  44  And  pray,  Mr.  Mayor,” 
faid  he,  what  notice  have  you  taken  of  the 
ie  feditious  fermon  vou  heard  yefferday  in  the 

44  little 


249 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS. 

“  little  church  ?  you  can  hear  fuch  with  plea-  CHAP. 
“  fure,  whilft  you  treat  thefe  loyal  fubjeds  with  hi- 

“  fo  much  fevere  ufage  ;  did  you,  Sir,  demand 
“  that  perfon’s  notes,  >  and  bring  him  to  ac-  17 16‘ 

**  count  for  it  ?”  The  mayor  replied,  “  that 
“  was  my  lord  biihop’s  bufinefs,  not  mine.” 

“  If  that  was  not  your  bufinefs,  being  a  mat- 
li  ter  of  religion,  pray  how  comes  it  to  be  fo 
“  much  your  bufinefs  to  meddle  with  thefe  peo- 
“  pie,  who  have  given  you  no  other  occafion 
“  but  about  their  religious  opinions,  to  which 
“  they  have  equal  right  and  liberty  with  other 
“  his  majefty’s  proteftant  fubjeds.” 

This  difcourfe  plainly  difcovers  the  temper 
of  both  parties,  and  of  what  clafs  the  perfecu- 
tors  were ;  and  it  had  that  effed  upon  the 
mayor,  that  when  he  grew  cool  the  next  day, 
he  took  up  the  mittimus,  and  fent  Thomas 
Story  word  that  he  was  at  liberty,  and  might 
go  when  and  whither  he  pleafed  ;  and  made 
an  apology  for  his  condud,  that  he  would  not 
have  done  what  he  did,  but  that  the  Clergy  as  one 
man  Jlrongly  urged  him  to  it ,  by  telling  him, 
they  had  thought  him  a  man  for  the  church, 
but  to  find  him  fo  remifs,  looked  quite  other- 
wife  ;  that  for  his  own  part  it  gave  him  no  con¬ 
cern  what  meetings  they  had,  and  was  glad  he 
was  now  like  to  be  out  of  the  way,  being 
obliged  to  attend  the  judges  at  the  allizes  at 
Wexford  as  deputy  clerk  oi  the  crown,  hoping 
all  would  be  over  in  his  abfence.  Yet  he  was 
again  drawn  in  by  the  bifhop  to  repeat  the  like 
treatment. 

Many  friends  from  divers  places  being  come  Apain  im- 
to  vifit  lhomas  Story,  they  concluded  upon Plifor‘cii- 

another 
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chap,  another  meeting  next  firfl  day  in  the  fame  place, 
hi.  which  was  interrupted  in  like  manner  as  the 
former  had  been,  and  Thomas  again  taken  pri- 
l7 foner,  and  after  him  William  Brookfield  of  Dub- 
lin,  who  flood  up  to  fpeak  after  Thomas  was 
taken  away  ;  they  (laid  but  a  fhort  time,  till  the 
ffieriff  again  took  them  to  his  own  houfe. 

Connell,  the  biffiop’s  regifler,  held  the  office 
of  deputy-mayor  during  the  mayor’s  abfence, 
and  apprehending  him  flill  a  prifoner  under 
the  Mayor’s  mittimus,  not  knowing,  or  not 
owning  the  knowdedge  of  its  being  taken  up, 
and  dir-  he  had  caufed  him  to  be  taken  and  confined 
ekwged.  as  a  prifoner  at  large,  but  finding  his  miftake 
difmiffed  them  for  that  time. 

They  met  again  about  three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  and  the  biffiop  hear¬ 
ing  of  it,  told  one  of  the  ferjeants,  if  they  met 
again,  he  would  have  him  put.  them  in  the 
flocks,  till  he  came  from  Church ;  but  many 
people  gathering,  after  .a  time  of  comforta¬ 
ble  filence,  under  a  fenfe  of  the  divine  prefence, 
Thomas  flood  up  to  fpeak,  and  had  gone  on  for 
fome  time,  the  people  being  very  flill,  very  w-ell 
fatisfied  with  what  they  heard,  and  very  defi- 
rous  to  hear  him  out,  when  the  conflables  and 
ferjeants  came  again,  but  being  grown  weary  of 
the  invidious  office,  wTith  great  reluctance  and 
with  apologies,  and  fo  faintly,  that  they  could 
hardly  touch  him  5  and  one  of  them  naming 
The  bifhop  the  biffiop  to  be  concerned,  furniffied  Thomas 
tonfof  tH,  with  an  occafion  to  remark,  they  were  not  igno- 
pcrfecution  rant  au  this  time,  who  was  at  the  bottom  of  thefe 
perfecuting  meafures,  but  nov/  they  heard  plainly 
it  was  the  biffiop. 
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The  officers  taking  him  away,  it  gave  great  chap. 
offence  to  the  people,  many  of  whom  followed  in. 
them,  calling  out  “  lhame.”  Thomas  advifed 
them  to  avoid  difturbance,  that  no  advantage 
might  be  taken.  The  officers,  abafhed  and  trou¬ 
bled,  expreffed  their  concern,  that  their  offices 
fhould  fubject  them  to  a&ions  fo  contrary  to 
their  inclinations,  entreated  him  to  walk  up  to 
his  lodgings  till  church  was  done  ;  he  told  them 
he  was  in  their  cultody,  and  muff  go  whither  they 
fhould  take  him ;  whereupon  they  accompanied 
him  to  the  fheriff’s  houfe.  In  the  mean  time  the 
meeting  continued  ;  William  Brookfield  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  miniftry ;  fome  conftables  were  there, 
who  flood  without,  as  if  they  had  no  mind 
to  underftand  or  hear  any  thing ;  the  meet¬ 
ing  ended  in  order,  and  friends  were  greatly 
comforted. 

Next  morning  Thomas  left  Kilkenny  to  take  T.  s.  leave* 
fome  meetings  in  the  country,  with  an  intention  Kilkcnny 
to  return  thither  at  the  affizes,  the  latter  end  of pre* 
the  week,  for  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  be  there 
at  that  time,  as  his  adverfaries  had  required 
fureties  for  his  appearance  there,  which,  though 
not  free  to  give,  yet,  confcious  of  his  own  inno¬ 
cence,  he  efteemed  his  reputation  and  that  of 
his  profeffion  called  upon  him  to  Ihew  himfelf 
there,  and  thereby  demonllrate  he  feared  no  legal 
enquiry  into  his  conduct. 

He  returned  accordingly,  accompanied  by  but  refum* 
many  friends  from  different  parts,  which  made to  the 
his  return  foon  known,  and  railed  the  people’s  Af1lzc’- 
curiofity  to  fee  how  the  affair  would  termi¬ 
nate.  Some  friends  went  to  the  judges,  and 
apprized  them  of  Thomas’s  cafe  and  his  treat¬ 
ment 
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chap,  ment  by  the  high-church  perfecutors,  at  the 
in*  infligation  of  the  bifhop  of  Oflory  ;  and  Amos 
1  Strettell  and  fome  friends  of  Dublin  had  pro¬ 
cured  a  letter  from  one  of  the  intended  Lord’s 
Juflices  to  one  of  the  Judges ;  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  favoured  friends,  and  inclined  to  do 
all  they  could  for  them  in  honor  and  lafety. 

The  judges  fent  for  the  fin  riff  to  examine  the 
calendar,  and  not  finding  the  mittimus  therein, 
it  appeared  that  his  adversaries  had  little  hopes  of 
gaining  any  thing  by  a  prcfecution,  and  there¬ 
fore  having  exerclfed  their  power  as  far  as  they 
durft,  were  willing  to  drop  further  proceed¬ 
ings,  which  muft  here  redound  to  their  dif- 
c  red  it  and  difappointment.  And  the  judges  ad- 
vifed  Thomas  and  his  friends  to  overlook  their 
proceedings  for  that  time,  which  they  readily 
complied  with.  That  evening  the  judge  in 
his  charge  declared  it  was  treafon  in  any  to 
pull  down  or  deface  any  public  religious  meet- 
ing-houfe,  which  having  been  a  practice  with 
the  populace,  intoxicated  bv  the  cry  of  Sacheve- 
rel  and  High  Church,  was  conftrued  by  the  pub¬ 
lic  as  a  flroke  at  the  partifans  of  that  faction, 
who  were  in  power  at  Kilkenny, 

Friend?  ap-  Thus  Thomas  being  releafed  from  the  power- 
joint ano-  cf  His  opponents,  and  the  next  day  being  the 
ing"  which  firft  of  the  week,  he  and  his  friends  concluded  to 
cndeth  to  appoint  another  meeting,  which  was  very  full, 
Wadhon  comfortabie  and  quiet.  Juft  as  Patrick  Hen- 

derfon  had  kneeled  down  to  prayer,  the  mayor’s 
ferjeants  came  in  very  quietly,  Itayed  till  he  had 
done,  and  till  Thomas  Story  flood  up  and  fpake 
awhile  *,  then  one  of  the  ferjeants  flood  up,  and 
with  great  reluctance,  (as  was  apprehended)  and 

low 
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low  voice,  laid,  he  was  fent  by  the  mayor  to  c  H  A  p. 
command  them  in  the  king’s  name  to  diiperfe  ;  in. 
but  quickly  added,  “  but  it  you  will  not,  I  can- 
“  not  compel  you,”  and  fo  went  civilly  away.  171 
Thomas  had  an  opportunity  now,  for  the  firlt 
time,  to  go  through  with  the  fubject  before  him, 
and  after  a  time  of  Application,  the  meeting  con¬ 
cluded. 

They  had  another  meeting  in  the  afternoon,  t.  ?.  apin 
in  which  they  met  with  no  interruption  or  dif- committed 
turbance.  Yet  the  bitnop  finding  the  former  the  a&  of 
meafures  ineffectual  to  accompliih  his  defire,  Umiormitr* 
was  meditating  further  means  of  gaining  his 
ends.  He  had  conceived  a  notion  that  the  Act 
of  Uniformity  pafled  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
would  reach  Thomas  Story’s  cafe,  and  he  was 
fo  precipitate  as  to  ilfue  a  warrant  in  his  own 
name,  directed  to  the  fheritf  to  arreft  and  com¬ 
mit  him  to  the  common  jail  for  three  months 
without  bail  or  mainprize  ;  intending  to  wreak 
his  malice  by  confining  him  in  an  incommodi¬ 
ous  common  prifon  the  whole  time  ;  for  he  had 
fent  for  the  fheritf  and  reprimanded  him  fharp- 
lv,  and  threatened  to  call  him  before  the  houfe  of 
lords,  for  giving  him  the  liberty  of  the  town  upon 
his  firfl  commitment. 

Upon  a  confultation  between  the  bifirop,  the 
mayor  and  alderman  Connell,  the  bithop’s  mil- 
take  was  difcovered  in  giving  the  warrant  him- 
felf;  for,  by  the  att  upon  w’hich  he  proceeded, 
he  was  only  to  certify  the  offence  to  two  juf- 
tices  or  mayor,  and  then  the  civil  magiifrate 
was  to  ilfue  his  warrant  and  mittimus.  I  bis 
error  being  detected,  it  wfas  concluded  that  the 
mayor  fhould  ilfue  his  warrant  and  mittimus, 
which  he  did  accordingly  as  followeth  : 
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iii.  “  City  of  Kilkenny ,  fs.  Z?y  John  Birch,  Efq; 


Mayor  of  the  faid  City. 


cc  Whereas  I  received  a  Certificate,  under 
“  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  Right  Reverend 
c<  Father  in  God  Thomas  Lord  Bjfhop  of  Offory , 
“  in  which  he  certifies,  that  Thomas  Story ,  a 
cc  Quaker,  did  this  day  preach  in  the  faid  City 
“  of  Kilkenny ,  contrary  to  the  Aft  of  Uniformi- 
“  tv  made  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign 
“  of  King  Charles  the  Second. 

<c  Thefe  are  therefore  in  purfuance  of  the  faid 
Aft  and  Certificate,  to  will  and  require  you, 
“  on  fight  hereof,  to  apprehend  the  body  of  the 
“  faid  Thomas  Story ,  and  him  fo  apprehended  to 
“  convey  to  the  common  jail  of  the  faid  City, 
“  there  to  remain  for  the  fpace  of  three  months, 
“  without  bail  or  mainprize  ;  whereof  fail  not 
“  at  your  peril,  and  for  your  fo  doing  this  (hall 
“  be  your  Warrant.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
“  feal  this  17th  day  of  March  1716. 


John  Birch,  Mayor. 


£‘  To  the  feveral  Conflables,  and 

“  Officers  of  the  faid  City.” 

This  warrant  was  ferved  upon  him  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  day  at  the  ffieriff’s  ;  but  the 
ffieriff  declared  he  ffiould  not  leave  his  houfe 
that  night,  whatever  the  confequence  might 
be.  Thomas  foon  after  procured  the  aft,  and 
read  it  over  carefully,  whereby  he  was  clearly 
convinced,  they  had  exceeded  the  limits  of  law, 
the  aft  having  no  relation  to  the  people  called 
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Quakers,  their  meetings  or  preaching  ;  but  only  CHAP, 
to  their  own  parilh  priells,  to  reduce  them  to  m. 
one  fcantling,  and  uniformity  of  prayer  and 
worfhip ;  and  to  prevent  the  minifters  of  Oli-  >7*6. 
ver’s  days  from  retaining  the  benefices  of  which 
they  were  in  poffeffion,  without  an  unreferved 
conformity  to  the  epifcopal  church  in  every  ref- 
pedl ;  but  had  no  refpect  to  thofe  who  preached 
without  pay. 

Upon  this  difeovery  he  told  the  fherifF  it 
was  falfe  imprifonment,  and  defired  him  and 
others  to  take  down  in  writing  at  what  time 
he  was  arrellea,  becaufe  there  might  be  occa- 
fion  for  their  evidence.  The  fneriff  feemed 
furprifed  that  the  great  bilhop  and  his  coun- 
fellors  fhould  commit  fuch  a  blunder ;  however 
he  took  account  of  the  time. 

But  it  feems  probable,  that  upon  further 
confultation  and  confideration,  they  had  them- 
felves  difeovered  their  miftake,  for  next  morn¬ 
ing,  pretty  early,  the  ferjeant  udio  arrefted  him, 
inftead  of  conveying  him  to  the  common  jail, 
to  which  he  was  committed,  brought  him  a 
meffage  from  the  mayor,  that  he  had  taken  up 
the  warrant  and  mittimus,  and  that  he  was  at  Finally  ft* 
liberty  to  go  where  he  pleafed.  Thomas  obfenr- at  uberty' 
ed  upon  this,  that  the  mayor  ought  to  fend  him 
a  liberate  under  his  hand  and  feal,  and  not 
imagine  him  entirely  at  his  difpofal,  to  tofs 
in  and  out  of  jail  at  his  pleafure,  but  that  he  had 
his  remedy  at  law  againit  him  and  them  who  had 
ufed  him  thus. 

The  ferjeant  retired,  and  a  little  after  the 
mayor  came  himfelf  to  inform  him  he  was  at 
liberty,  for  he  taken  up  the  mittimus  and  de- 
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chap,  ftroyed  it.  Thomas  faid,  “  Since  that  violence, 
in.  <4  |-j y  which  my  juli.  liberty  hard  been  obitructed 
44  is  taken  away,  it  is  no^v  returned  to  its  natu- 
<4  courte,  and  if  1  could  find  it  conn  ft  with 
“  what  I  profeis,  1  might  confider  of  ways  and 
“  means  to  do  in y lei f  jultice  againft  fuch  vio- 
«  lent  and  illegal  proceedings ;  but  as  it  is  a 
“  wrong  done  me  tor  the  fake  ol  my  religion, 
44  I  may  probably  bear  it  with  patience  for 
“  that  reafon,  being  fenfible  of  the  advantage 
<4  j  have  of  my  enemies.”  Ihe  mayor  made 
very  little  reply,  but  civilly  departed. 

The  refult  of  thefe  proceedings  was  honorable 
to  Thomas  and  his  friends,  and  their  profeflion 
gained  ground  in  the  eitimation  of  the  public. 
Many  eyes  were  opened  to  lee  the  bifhop  and  his 
fpirit  and  party,  and  what  might  be  expected,  if 
he  and  they  were  reinflated  in  that  power,  which 
they  fliil  grafped  after  and  longed  for,  at  the 
fame  time  looking  with  an  invidious  eye  at  the 
toleration,  which  deprived  them  of  it. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


IRELAND  CONTINUED. 


Friends  allowed  to  anfwer  Bills  in  Chancery  upon 
their  Affirmation. — Ad  of  Exemption  from  the 
Penalties  of  fecond  Eliz. — A  Provincial  Viffit. — 
Firfl  Affirmation  Ad  in  Ireland. — Account  of 
John  Bar  croft. — Alexander  Seaton. —  Thomas 
Wight ,  and  Thomas  Wilfon. 


A  LTHOUGH  the  diffenters  in  general  in  c  h  a  p. 
this,  kingdom,  and  the  people  called  Quakers  in  iv. 

particular,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  fubjedt  v-^ 

to  perfecution  for  their  religion  to  that  degree  1718. 
that  they  were  in  England  during  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  and  after,  as,  1  apprehend,  feveral 
of  the  penal  laws  of  that  reign  did  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  Ireland ;  fo  as  yet  they  had  not 
received  the  legal  privileges  which  their  bre¬ 
thren  in  England  had  done  by  the  Ad  of  Tolera¬ 
tion ,  or  that  for  accepting  their  folemn  Affirmation 
inftead  of  an  Oath.  But  in  the  year  1719  they 
received  a  partial  relief  in  both  cafes.  Great 
fufferings  having  attended  them  lately  as  well 
as  formerly,  through  the  litigious  and  frau¬ 
dulent  practices  of  ill-defigning  men,  in  filing 
bills  in  Chancery  againlt  them,  where  their 
anfwers  would  not  be  received  without  an  oath, 
frequently  in  order  to  defraud  them  of  their 
juft  dues.  Friends  being  encouraged  by  the 
moderate  and  indulgent  difpofition  of  the  pre- 
Vol.  IV.  S  fent 
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CHAP,  fent  government,  concluded  if  an  aft  for  a 
iv.  plain  and  eafy  affirmation  could  not  be  yet 
'-—v"— '  obtained,  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  claufe  in 
r”lS-  fome  fuitable  bill  to  empower  the  Chancellor 
and  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  to  receive 
friends  anfwers  without  an  oath  in  fuch  cafes 
as  they  might  think  convenient ;  and  their  ap¬ 
plication  was  fo  far  attended  with  fuccefs.  For 
Friends  in  an  aft  of  parliament,  entitled  “  An  Ac 1  for 
“Jg”0  the  Amendment  of  the  Lawf  a  claufe  was  ob- 
chancery  tained,  allowing  friends  anfwers  to  bills  in 
Affirmation  chancery  upon  their  affirmation,  and  producing 
allowed,  a  certificate  figned  by  fix  creditable  friends ; 

but  they  did  not  obtain  a  general  affirmation 
act  till  the  year  1722,  and  then  only  for  three 
years. 

A6t  of  Ex-  The  fame  year  a  claufe  was  obtained  in  an 
fro the  for  exempting  proteftant  diffienters 

penalties  of  from  certain  penalties  to  which  they  were  lia- 
sdEiiz.  anowing  friends  the  privilege  fin  common 

with  the  others)  of  worfhipping  God  according  to 
their  confciences  without  moleftation.  It  was 
hereby  enacted,  that  the  ftatute  of  the  fecond 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  for  the  uniformity  of  com¬ 
mon  prayer,  whereby  all  perfons  are  required  to 
refort  to  their  parifii  church  or  chapel,  &c.  fhall 
not  extend  to  any  proteftant  diffienters,  who 
fhall  take  the  oaths  of  fidelity,  &c.  under  the 
like  reftrictions  with  the  act  of  exemption  and 
toleration  paffed  in  England  in  1688.  And 
every  Quaker,  who  {hall  make  or  fubferibe  the 
declaration  of  fidelity  to  King  George,  of  re¬ 
nouncing  the  pope  and  pretender,  See.  fhall  be 
exempted  from  all  penalties  in  the  aforefaid 
act,  and  fhall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  advan¬ 
tages  as  other  Proteftant  diffienters. 

D  The 
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The  fociety.  being,*’ through  the  favour  of  di-CHAP. 
vine  providence,  and  the.  clemency  of  the  rulers  iv. 
of  the  land,  exempted  from  the  fevere  trials 
and  grievous  fufferings  to  which  they  had  former-  l~2°- 
ly  been  expofed,  were  now  expofed  to  trials  of 
a  different  kind,  viz.  a  feafon  of  peace  and  prof- 
perky,  which  fome  amongfl  them,  both  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  nation,  were  obferved  not 
to  fuftain  with  that  fortitude,  wifdom  and  in¬ 
flexible  virtue,  which  their  predeceffors  had 
maintained,  through  the  feverities  inflicted  upon 
them.  Complaints  were  made  to  the  national 
meeting,  in  the  third  month,  of  the  difregard 
to  the  rules  and  good  order  of  the  fociety, 
difcoverable  in  libertinifm  in  conduct  amongfl 
many  of  the  youth,  and  a  negligence  and  luke- 
warmnefs  of  i'pirit  in  the  difcharge  of  religi¬ 
ous  duties  in  fome  of  more  advanced  age ; 
that  an  afpiring  mind  had  incited  fome  indi¬ 
viduals  to  extend  in  commercial  engagements 
beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation,  or  beyond  the 
extent  of  their  own  capital,  or  capacity  to  ma¬ 
nage  with  reputation  and  juflice,  whereby  the 
property  of  other  men  was  invaded ;  debts  con¬ 
tracted  above  their  ability  to  pay,  to  the  inju¬ 
ry  of  their  creditors,  and  the  reproach  of  their 
religious  profefiion.  In  order  to  obviate  thefe 
and  other  evils,  a  provincial  vifit  was  made  to  A  provin- 
the  feveral  monthly  meetings  in  the  provinces Clal 
of  Leinfter  and  U liter  ;  and  Ambrofe  Rigge’s 
warning  *  ordered  to  be  reprinted  and  diftributed 
amongfl  friends  for  general  caution. 

This  year  feveral  friends,  according  to  ufual 
practice,  were  deputed  to  attend  the  yearly 
meeting  of  London,  to  endeavour  with  their 
S  2  friends 


*  See  page  1 2. 
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chap,  friends  there  to  promote  a  joint  application 
iv*  for  a  form  of  affirmation  that  might  be  eafy 
to  all  friends.  Thomas  Wilfon,  who  was  one 
e  I721-  of  them,  fpent  fome  time  in  vifiting  the  meet- 
friends  of  ings  of  friends  in  fundry  parts  of  England, 
“r"„and  afterwards  in  the  city  of  London,  in  join- 
Entknd  to  ing  his  affiftance  with  friends  there  in  their  fo- 
appUradon  ^citations  to  parliament  for  the  relief  defired, 
for  amend-  which,  we  have  feen,  was  attended  with  fuccefs 
affirmatione  in  obtaining  fuch  a  form  of  affirmation  as  made 
a*.  it  eafy  to  all  friends,  to  their  general  comfort  and 
fatisfaclion. 

1722.  And  friends  in  Ireland,  who  generally  difap- 
proved  the  form  of  the  firft  affirmation,  and  did 
not  expeft  to  obtain  a  more  eafy  form  from 
the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  than  they  had 
a  precedent  for  from  England,  had  made  no  ap¬ 
plication  on  that  account  till  now ;  but  having 
Application  now  a  precedent  to  their  mind,  they  folicited 
for  an  affir-  ^  Wiflature  of  Ireland  to  grant  them  the  like 
in  Ireland,  favour,  as  the  parliament-  or  England  had  grant¬ 
ed  to  their  brethren  there,  and  fucceeded  fo 
far  as  to  obtain  an  aft  to  accept  their  folemn  affir¬ 
mation  in  the  fame  terms  and  under  the  fame 
reltrickions  as  their  brethren  in  England  had  done, 
to  continue  in  force  for  three  years,  and  to 
the  end  of  the  then  next  feffions  of  parliament*1. 

In 


*  This  affirmation,  which  was  afterwards  made  perpetual 
in  1746  (the  19th  year  of  Geo.  II.)  is  in  thefe  words : 

“  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly ,  fincerely,  and  truly  decLre  and  ajjirm 
And  no  perfon  is  entitled  to  it,  unlefs  he  lhall  affirm  in  the 
form  aforefaid,  that  he  is  “  of  the  profejjion  of  the  people  called 
“  Quakers,  and  has  been  fo  for  one  year  lajl  pafl.'1 

The  affirmation  will  not  qualify  a  perfon  to  hold  any  place 
under  the  government,  or  to  ferve  on  juries,  or  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  in  triminal  cavfes. 
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In  this  year  died  John  Barcroft,  of  Arkill,  chap. 
near  Edenderry.  He  was  the  fon  of  William  iv. 
and  Margaret  Barcroft,  born  at  Shralegh,  near 
Rofenallis  in  the  Queen’s  county,  in  the  year  4c'J“'of 
1664.  He  was  the  firft  friend  who  came  to  John  Bar- 
fettle  near  Edenderry  after  the  wars,  and  wascrofc‘ 
principally  helpful  to  fettle  a  meeting  in  that 
town,  encouraging  a  few  families  of  friends  to 
meet  together  to  worfhip  God,  and  was  very  fer- 
viceable  in  that  meeting,  which  fmce  became  very 
large. 

His  example  gave  efficacy  to  his  endeavours, 
being  himfelf  a  zealous  attender  of  thefe  meet¬ 
ings,  and  that  not  in  a  formal  way,  but  under 
a  lively  fenfe  of  the  folemnity  of  the  duty,  he 
was  diligently  exercifed  to  wait  for  power  to 
worfhip  God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  according 
to  his  requiring,  whereby  he  experienced  a 
growth  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  the  myf- 
teries  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  his  heart  being 
thus  prepared,  he  received  a  gift  in  the  minif- 
try  about  the  33d  year  of  his  age.  But  being 
a  modefl  and  humble  man,  he  was  poffelfed  of 
great  fears,  in  the  profpect  of  being  called  to 
this  fervice  ;  the  various  remarks  and  cenfures 
to  which  he  might  be  expofed  ;  his  oblerving 
fome  in  that  line,  who  hurt  themfelves  and 
the  people  by  exceeding  the  bounds  of  their 
gifts,  multiplying  words  without  life,  were  dif- 
couragements  in  his  way,  to  that  degree,  that  he 
loft  his  hold  of  the  true  faith,  which  gets  the 
victory  over  flefhly  reafonings,  and  was  left  for 
a  feafon  in  the  dark  ;  but  afterwards  it  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  caufe  the  true  light  to  re-iilumi- 
nate  his  mind  with  a  clear  fight  of  the  duty 

he 
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c  h  a  p.  he  required  of  him,  and  then  he  was  ftrengthen- 
iv.  ed  to  give  up  in  obedience  to  the  heaveniv  call, 
and  in  great  rear  uttered  a  few  words  in  the 
-’722-  meeting,  and  in  procefs  of  time  became  a  di¬ 
ligent  and  fuccefsful  labourer  for  the  promotion 
of  righteoufnefs,  both  in  his  native  country  and 
in  England ;  having  vifited  the  meetings  in 
the  provinces  of  Ulfter  and  Munfter,  feverally, 
eleven  times,  in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel,  to 
his  own  peace  and  the  edification  of  the  churches. 


Account  cf 

Alexander 

Seaton.' 


and  been  ten  times  at  the  yearly  meeting  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

His  miniftry  was  plain  and  lively,  in  which 
he  was  not  forward  to  make  a  public  appear¬ 
ance,  without  real  necefiity.  In  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  outward  affairs  he  was  diligent  and 
difcreet,  yet  fervent  in  fpirit,  he  kept  them  fo 
in  their  proper  place,  as  not  to  fuffer  them  to 
be  any  impediment  to  his  religious  duties,  be¬ 
ing  freely  given  up  to  ferve  the  Lord,  his 
church  and  people,  preferring  the  profperity  of 
truth  and  righteoufnefs  as  his  chief  joy.  His 
converfation  among  men  eminently  adorned  his 
profeffion  ;  being  affable  and  cheerful,  yet  grave, 
meek  and  humble,  preferring  others  before 
himfelf.  A  peace-maker,  fingularly  ferviceable 
in  compofmg  differences.  A  ufeful  helper  in 
the  government  of  the  church,  being  well  qua¬ 
lified  for  that  fervice,  and  his  hands  (Lengthened 
therein,  by  ruling  well  his  own  houfe.  A  fym- 
pathizing  vifiter  of  the  fick  and  the  aflli&ed  ; 
charitable  to  the  poor,  and  given  to  hofpita- 
Iity. 

In  the  firft  month  1723-4,  died  Alexander 
Seaton  of  Hillfborough,  about  the  71ft  year 
of  his  age,  and  47th  of  his  miniftry.  He  was 

born 
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born  in  Aberdeen  county  in  Scotland,  and  at  the  chap. 
age  of  feventeen  was  put  to  the  college  of  old  Iv* 
Aberdeen,  where  he  continued  about  two  years. 

He  afterwards  ftaid  fome  time  at  the  houfe  of  1 /23‘ 
Alexander  Forbes  of  Acorthies,  whofe  wife  was 
his  kinfwoman ;  and  they  being  friends  exem¬ 
plary  in  conduct,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  open 
his  underllanding,  lb  that  he  was  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  our  principles  in  the  year  1675, 
and  afterwards  confirmed  by  being  prefen t  at  a 
difpute  between  Robert  Barclay  and  George 
Keith,  and  fome  fludents  of  the  univerfity.  In  the 
year  1676,  he  with  many  other  friends  was  com¬ 
mitted  a  prifoner  to  the  Tolbooth  of  Aberdeen, 
where  he  was  detained  nineteen  months,  in 
which  time  his  mouth  was  opened  in  a  living  tef- 
timonv  to  the  truth,  which  he  continued  after- 
wards  to  bear  when  at  liberty,  labouring  in  the 
gofpel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrilf,  be¬ 
ing  inftrumental  to  turn  people  from  dark- 
nefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  fatan  to 
God,  in  Scotland,  Ireland  and  England. 

Some  time  after  his  marriage  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Glafgow,  where  he  relided  fome  years. 

The  few  friends  who  refided  in  that  city  fuf- 
fered  much  perfecution,  both  from  the  magif- 
trates  and  the  rude  multitude,  who  haling  them 
out  of  their  meetings,  beat  and  abufed  them  in 
the  flreets,  frequently  to  the  danger  of  their  lives, 
and  committed  them  to  prifon.  On  this  ac¬ 
count  our  friend  A.  Seaton  found  himfelf  en¬ 
gaged  in  mind  to  dwell  there,  not  only  to  bear 
a  part  of  the  burden  in  the  heat  of  that  time 
of  perfecution,  but  alfo  for  the  Ifrengthening, 
comforting  and  encouraging  his  brethren  to 
faithfulnefs  and  conftancy  through  their  various 

tribulations, 
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chap,  tribulations,  which  had  fo  good  an  effect,  that 
Iv*  he  was  inftrumental,  by  the  Lord’s  affift- 
ance,  to  overcome  the  persecutions,  fo  that 
I"2'3'  friends  enjoyed  their  meetings  more  peaceably 
than  before.  Now  finding  himfelf  free  to  leave 
Glafgow,  he  took  his  family  over  to  Ireland, 
and  fettled  at  Hillfborough,  in  the  county  of 
Down.  He  there  duly  attended  meetings  at 
home,  as  alfo  the  monthly  and  provincial  meet* 
ings,  in  which  he  was  of  good  Service  both  in 
doctrine  and  discipline,  having  a  large,  found  and 
clear  gift  in  the  miniftry;  and  although  a  Scholar, 
was  not  much  known  as  fuch  in  his  Services  for 
the  Lord,  not  efteeming  that  learning  in  com- 
parifon  of  the  gift  of  God  and  the  operation 
of  his  holy  fpirit,  under  which  he  was  a  faith¬ 
ful,  humble  and  meek  labourer  in  the  work  of 
the  miniftry,  to  the  informing  the  underftand- 
ings  of  the  ignorant,  and  to  the  comfort  and 
encouragement  of  Sion’s  travellers ;  prudent, 
confiderate  and  feafonable  in  offering  his  gift ; 
powerful  in  prayer ;  in  discipline  of  a  deep 
and  folid  judgment,  often  helpful  in  difficult 
cafes.  He  was  a  man  of  a  good  underftand- 
ing ;  of  clear  and  found  reafoning ;  of  few 
words  in  converfation,  and  little  acquainted 
with  the  things  of  the  world.  He  ufed  daily 
to  devote  Some  part  of  his  time  to  religious 
retirement,  and  adorned  the  doctrine  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  a  folid  deportment  and 
exemplary  converfation.  In  the  latter  part  of 
his  time  he  was  much  afflicted  with  bodily 
weaknefs,  which  he  bore  with  patience  and  re¬ 
signation,  and  died  in  great  peace  and  quiet- 
nefs,  having,  among  many  other  fweet  expref- 

fions 
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fions  on  his  death-bed,  declared,  that  he  had  par-  CHAP. 
taken  of  the  earneji  of  that  joy  which  Jhould  never  Iv* 
have  an  end. 

This  year  died  Thomas  Wight  of  Cork,  in  the  Thonfat’ 
84th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  fon  of  Rice  wisht- 
Wight,  pried:  of  Bandon,  a  man  zealous  in  the 
difcharge  of  his  office,  and  more  devoted  and 
tender  in  that  refpeft  than  the  generality  of  that 
clafs  of  men,  and  very  drift  in  the  education  of 
his  children  in  the  effabliffied  church.  Thomas 
ferved  a  hard  apprenticeffiip  with  a  clothier  in 
Bandon,  and  whillt  in  his  fervice,  hearing  of  a 
Quakers  meeting  to  be  held  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  he  went  to  it  out  pf  curiofity ;  but  finding 
that  the  people  fat  for  a  long  time  filent,  he 
began  to  be  very  uneafy,  and  to  think  within 
himfelf,  that  as  he  had  heard  the  Quakers  were 
witches,  he  might  be  bewfitched  if  he  (laid  any 
longer.  How'ever,  he  waited  a  little  w'hile,  when 
Francis  Howgill  flood  up  and  uttered  thefe  w-ords : 

“  Before  the  eye  can  fee,  it  mud:  be  opened  ;  be- 
“  fore  the  ear  can  hear,  it  muff  be  unftopped  ; 

“  and  before  the  heart  can  underftand,  it  muff 
“  be  illuminated.”  Thefe  three  fentences,  as 
Francis  opened  them  to  the  congregation  with 
great  clearnefs  and  energy,  made  a  deep  irn- 
preffion  on  his  mind,  and  he  became  in  a 
great  meafure  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
doftrine  preached  ;  but  the  prejudice  of  educa¬ 
tion,  and  the  ffiam.e  and  reproach  he  underwent 
from  his  relations  for  going  to  the  Quakers  meet¬ 
ing,  for  a  while  effaced  that  impreffion,  until 
Edw'ard  Burrough  came  into  thofe  parts,  whofe 
preaching  w'as  fo  powerful  and  reaching  to  the 
ftate  of  his  foul,  and  accompanied  w  ith  fuch  an 

evidence 
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ckap.  evidence  of  truth,  that  he  was  no  longer  able 
iv.  to  withfland  it.  He  now  refolved,  through  di- 
vine  affiflance,  to  be  faithful  according  to  the 
5"24-  light  received,  through  all  difficulties  that  might 
attend  ;  and  indeed  he  became  a  proverb  and  a 
by-word  among  his  relations  and  acquaintance, 
but  he  bore  it  with  exemplary  patience.  Being 
rejected  by  his  relations,  he  lived  fome  time  with 
his  mailer,  who  had  a  great  refpect  for  him,  on 
account  of  his  fmgular  faithfulnefs  and  trultinefs 
in  his  fervice. 

In  the  year  1670  he  married,  and  in  procefs  of 
time  had  a  numerous  family,  whereupon  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  confiderable  degree  ofbufmefs,  and  in 
all  probability  might  foon  have  acquired  a  large 
fnare  of  worldly  riches;  but  he  was  flopped  in 
the  purfuit  hereof  by  an  illumination,  as  he 
thought,  deeply  affecting  his  mind  with  a  fenfe  to 
this  purpofe,  that  be  could  not  be  heir  to  two  king¬ 
doms.  Hereupon  he  grew  more  retired  from  the 
world  and  the  concerns  thereof,  and  devoted  his 
mind  to  the  fervice  and  promotion  of  truth,  pre¬ 
ferring  this  before  tranfitory  riches.  He  became 
an  able  fcribe  and  clerk  for  the  meeting  of  Cork, 
and  province  of  Munlter,  from  the  year  1680  till 
his  death,  difcnarging  this  office  from  a  religious 
impreffion  on  his  mind  and  zeal  for  the  good 
caufe.  He  was  the  perfon  principally  concerned 
in  compiling  an  hiflorical  account  of  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  friends  in  Ireland,  which  he  finiffied 
to  the  year  1700.  He  was  a  man  of  an  exem¬ 
plary  life  and  converfation,  and  good  conduct  in 
the  education  of  his  children  ;  a  pattern  of  plain- 
nefs,  and  a  diligent  attender  of  meetings  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  being  zealous  for  the  promo- 
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tion  of  truth.  He  was  feized  with  an  indifpoli-  chap. 
tion  which  proved  mortal  in  the  9th  month  1724,  Iv* 
under  which  he  (hewed  great  compofure  of  mind 
and  refignation  to  the  Lord’s  will,  and  on  his  x724* 
death  bed  teftified  his  great  fatisfaclion,  that  he 
had  not  put  off  the  great  affair  of  the  falvation 
of  his  foul  to  the  lad,  dignifying  that  God  had 
fealed'  his  falvation  to  him,  to  the  great  comfort 
of  thofe  prefent. 

In  this  year  Thomas  Wilfon  of  Thornwell,  1725- 
near  Edenderry,  in  the  king’s  county,  departed  ^uron? 
this  life.  A  man,  who  under  an  unpolilhed  exte¬ 
rior  covered  great  mental  abilities,  natural  and 
fpiritual.  He  was  born  at  Soulby,  in  the  pariih 
of  Baker,  in  Cumberland.  His  education  was 
in  the  way  of  the  church  of  England,  as  to  reli¬ 
gious  profeflion  ;  but  he  had  little  advantage 
thereby,  in  the  improvement  of  his  tmderftand- 
ing  by  literary  knowledge,  being  plainly  an  illi¬ 
terate  man.  Yet  by  faithfulnefs  to  the  difcovery 
of  the  divine  light,  he  became  well  indructed  to 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  well  qualified  to  in- 
ftrud  others  in  the  way  of  life  and  falvation.  In 
his  early  youth,  from  a  religious  turn  of  mind,  he 
gave  a  diligent  attendance  to  the  public  affemblies 
for  worlhip,  to  hear  fermonS,  and  repeat  them  as 
a£fs  of  religious  duty,  and  fo  zealous,  as  that 
fometimes  after  fermon  in  the  forenoon  he  would 
travel  feveral  miles  on  foot  to  hear  another  in  the 
afternoon.  But  he  found  the  ear  was  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  hearing,  as  not  being  productive  of 
the  clear  difcovery  of  the  way  to  falvation,  the 
knowledge  of  which  was  the  earned  defirc  of 
his  foul.  And  as  the  linging  of  pfalms  was  one 
part  of  their  devotional  exercife  in  the  public 
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c  h  a  p.  worfhip,  he  found  a  flop  in  his  own  mind  from 
vi.  joining  in  that  part  of  their  worfhip,  from  a  fe- 
— v — cret  intelligence  that  men  fhoulu  be  made  holy, 
*725-  before  they  could  fmg  to  the  praife  and  glory  of 
God :  an  attainment  which  he  found,  by  an  infpec- 
tion  into  thedlate  of  his  own  mind,  he  was  too  def- 
titute  of ;  he  alfo  found  himfelf  difqualified  to  fing 
under  the  prefcyit  affection  of  his  mind,  which 
was  that  of  a  Godly  forrow,  from  the  heavy  load 
of  fin. 

About  this  time  he  went  to  a  meeting  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  where  a  friend  exhorted 
to  an  inward  waiting  upon  the  Lord  in  faith ,  to 
receive  power  from  him  over  every  unclean  thought , 
by  which  heavenly  power ,  men  might  glorify  and 
praife  the  name  of  the  Lord ,  through  the  ability  of 
his  own  free  gift.  This  affected  him  greatly,  be¬ 
ing  fenfible  that  this  was  what  he  much  wanted, 
and  he  was  feized  with  fear  and  trembling  to  that 
degree,  that  the  table  whereon  he  leaned  was 
fhaken,  and  the  cry  of  his  foul  was,  Lord ,  ere - 
ate  in  me  a  clean  heart  !  and  being  made  fenfible, 
that  what  was  to  be  known  of  God  is  manifefl 
in  man,  he  was  drawn  off  from  a  dependance 
on  the  doctrines  of  men,  and  hearing  the  priefts 
and  repeating  their  fermons,  to  turn  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  reproof  of  inftruction  in  his  own 
heart,  wherebv  he  found  fin  difeovered  to  be  ex- 
ceeding  fmful,  and  all  the  evil  that  he  had  done 
was  detected,  condemned  and  judged  down  by 
the  meafure  of  light  with  which  he  was  favoured, 
producing  that  godly  forrow  which  leads  to  un¬ 
feigned  repentance,  In  this  frame  of  mind  he 
fat  down  among  friends  in  their  filent  meetings, 
patiently  enduring  the  difpenfation  of  condem¬ 
nation 
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nation  for  fin,  till  by  the  afliftance  of  divine c 
grace  (for  which  he  was  fervent  in  prayer  and 
diligent  in  waiting)  he  gradually  experienced 
judgment  brought  forth  unto  victory. 

Through  a  reverent  attention  to  the  inward 
teaching  of  the  teacher  which  cannot  be  removed 
into  a  corner,  in  their  fdent  alfemblies  friends 
becoming  heavenly  minded,  and  nearly  united  in 
love  one  to  another,  divine  power  was  much  felt, 
and  inwardly  revealed  amongft  them,  when  no 
words  were  fpoken  ;  and  they  experienced  the 
walhing  of  regeneration  gradually  cleanfing  their 
hearts,  and  the  renewings  of  the  holy  ghoft  fo 
filling  their  fouls,  that  they  w^ere  concerned  of 
their  fullnefs  to  minifter  to  others.  Amongft 
the  reft,  this  friend  felt  it  his  duty  to  minifter  at 
firft  in  a  few  words  in  great  fear,  but  through  fi¬ 
delity  improving  the  talent,  and  being  enlarged 
in  his  gift,  the  word  of  the  Lord,  through  him, 
was  as  a  flame  of  fire  againft  all  fin  and  iniquity. 
And  he  foon  felt  an  engagement  on  his  mind, 
through  the  prevalence  of  the  love  fhed  abroad  in 
his  heart,  to  travel  abroad,  to  edify  his  brethren 
with  his  gift,  and  to  call  linners  to  repentance 
and  amendment  of  life. 

His  firft  vifit  to  Ireland  was  in  the  year  1682. 
He  landed  in  Dublin,  and  from  thence  travelled 
to  fome  other  meetings,  particularly  in  Leinfter 
province,  vifiting  friends  in  the  counties  of 
Wicklow  and  Wexford,  and  had  feveral  fatisfac- 
tory  meetings  with  them,  after  which  he  gives  us 
this  account  in  his  journal.  “  The  motion  of 
“  life  in  me  for  travelling  ceafed,  and  I  durft 
“  not  then  go  further,  but  returned  back  to  the 
“  county  of  Wexford,  and  wrought  harveft  work 
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CHAP.  “  for  ferae  time.  After  which  James  Dickenfon 
iv.  “  from  Cumberland  came  to  vifit  friends,  with 
“  an  intention  to  go  into  Munfter,  and  the  Lord 
l725*  “  was  pleaded  to  open  my  way  to  go  with  him, 
“  and  we  travelled  together  in  true  brotherly 
“  love,  and  had  a  profperous  journey  ;  andlfaw 
“  it  was  good  to  wait  the  Lord’s  time  in  all 
“  things.”  And  when  they  had  travelled  through 
Leinfter  and  Munfter,  James  Dickenfon  went 
northward.  “  But”  (continueth  Thomas)  “  I 
“  was  afraid  of  running  before  my  true  guide, 
“  (becaufe  they  who  run  and  are  not  fent  of 
“  God  can  neither  profit  the  people  nor  them- 
“  felves)  and  fo  I  (laid  at  work  in  the  city  of  Wa- 
“  terford  about  fixteen  weeks,  and  went  from 
“  thence  to  Dublin,  and  ftaid  the  half  year’s 
“  meeting,  which  was  large  and  edifying,  and 
“  from  thence  took  fhipping  for  Liverpool,  and 
ci  landed  there  with  my  former  companion  James 
‘c  Dickenfon. 

In  the  year  1691  he.  and  James  Dickenfon, 
having  both  had  a  great  exercife  on  their  minds 
to  vifit  friends  in  America,  went  to  London,  and 
laid  their  intentions  before  their  brethren  there 
for  their  concurrence,  which  they  readily  receiv¬ 
ed  :  But  the  circumftances  of  the  time  were 
very  difeouraging,  and  the  profpect  of  the  proba¬ 
ble  dangers  which  might  attend  them  on  their 
paflfage  thither  proved  a  clofe  trial  of  their  faith ; 
for  the  French  had  a  great  fleet  at  fea,  and  the 
general  rumour  at  London  reprefented  them  to 
lie  in  their  courfe,  about  thirty  or  forty  leagues 
from  the  land’s  end.  This  occafioned  in  them 
much  ferious  thoughtfulnefs  and  anxiety  of  heart, 
with  fervent  fupplications  for  prefervation  in  fub- 
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million  to  the  divine  will  ;  under  which  exer- 
cife  of  mind  they  received  encouragement,  by 
what  they  believed  a  heavenly  vifion,  to  hope 
for  deliverance  or  prefervation  from  furrounding 
danger.  James  had  a  clear  forefight  even  of 
the  very  manner  of  their  deliverance,  and  told 
his  companion,  even  while  they  were  both  yet 
in  London,  that  the  Lord  had  fhewn  him  that 
the  French  fleet  would  encompafs  them,  but 
that  the  Lord  would  fend  a  great  milt  and  dark- 
nefs  between  them,  in  which  they  fhould  fail 
away,  and  fee  them  no  more. 

They  communicated  their  fenfations  to  each 
other  with  opennefs,  as  companions  united  in 
one  faith  and  one  lively  engagement  for  pro¬ 
moting  pure  religion,  before  they  departed  from 
London  ;  and  finding  the  imprefiions  on  their 
minds  to  agree,  they  were  confirmed  in  their 
belief  of  the  divine  original  thereof,  and  in 
faith  that  it  was  eafy  for  the  Lord  to  deliver 
them.  Under  this  perfuafion,  in  confidence  in 
divine  protection,  they  embarked  the  9th  day 
of  51110  1691,  and  after  fome  time  fell  in  with 
the  French  fleet,  which  chafed  and  came  up 
within  mufquet  fhot,  and  fired  at  them,  when 
on  a  fudden  a  great  miff  and  thick  darknefs 
arofe  between  the  French  and  them,  fo  that 
they  could  not  fee  one  another.  Then  James 
arofe  from  his  feat,  and  taking  his  companion 
by  the  hand,  faid,  “  Now  I  hope  the  Lord  will 
“  deliver  us.”  Thomas  had  fpent  three  days  in 
fading  and  Application,  that  he  who  in  time 
pad  fmote  his  enemies  with  blindnefs,  might  con- 
defcend  to  interpofe  in  like  manner  for  their  de¬ 
liverance,  which,  they  thought,  was  graciouflv 
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e  H  a  p  anfwered  by  the  event,  for  the  French  took 
lv*  every  {hip  in  their  company,  except  that  in 
V*'”'v  '  which  they  failed  and  two  others,  and  all  on 

1/Zd’  board  looked  upon  their  deliverance  as  mi¬ 
raculous.  The  other  two  fhips  coming  up, 
the  captain  of  their  veftel  called  to  thofe  in 
the  other  two  to  come  aboard  his,  in  order 
to  hold  a  religious  meeting  with  them,  which 
they  readily  did,  and  had  a  large  and  good 
meeting,  in  which  they  were  engaged  to  return 
their  grateful  acknowledgments  and  thankfgiv- 
ings  to  the  author  of  all  their  mercies  for 
their  great  deliverance.  They  purfued  their 
voyage  and  landed  in  Barbadoes  in  the  6th 
month.  Here,  in  conjunction  with  his  com¬ 
panion,  the  fervices  of  our  friend  were  great, 
as  alfo  in  New  England,  Rhode-iftand,  Long- 
ifland,  Jerfeys,  Penfylvania,  &c.  where  many 
were  convinced  by  his  miniftry. .  His  vifit  was 
particularly  ferviceable  to  friends  in  Penfylva¬ 
nia,  happening  at  that  .jun£ture  when  many 
were  wavering  in  their  principles,  through  the 
oppofition  and  feparation  of  George  Keith,  of 
which  an  ample  account  hath  been  already 
given.* 

He  vifited  Ireland  in  the  fervice  of  the 
gofpel  feveral  times  before  he  went  to  fettle 
there.  In  the  year  1695  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Bewley,  of  Woodhall,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  and  foon  after  removed  into  Ire¬ 
land,  and  fettled  near  Edenderry,  in  the  king’s 
county.  In  the  year  1696  he  vifited  friends 
in  England  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and 

again 
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again  in  Ireland  after  his  return  home,  ftill  ap-c 
proving  himfelf  diligent  in  the  difcharge  of 
manifelted  duty.  He  had  meetings  amongft^ 
thole  of  other  foeieties,  in  places  where  there 
were  no  fettled  meetings  of  friends,  and  feve- 
ral  were  fo  aftedted  by  his  powerful  preach¬ 
ing,  that  they  were  thereby  convinced,  re¬ 
ceived  the  truth  in  the  love  thereof,  and 
continued  ftedfaft  in  faithlulnefs  thereunto. 
From  the  year  1697  to  1713,  he  repeatedly 
vifited  friends  in  the  nation  of  his  then  re- 
fideuce  and  in  England,  within  which  fpace  of 
time  he  attended  tire  yearly  meeting  of  London 
feven  times. 

In  1713  he  undertook  his  fecond  voyage  to 
America,  in  conjunction  with  his  former  com¬ 
panion  James  Dickenfon,  in  which  viftt  he  had 
all'o  great  fervice  and  great  confolation  in  be¬ 
holding  the  fruits  of  his  former  labours  there. 

His  outward  occupation  was  that  of  an  hul- 
bandman,  and  during  the  time  of  his  remain¬ 
ing  he  lpent  many  years  in  the  prime 

ol  his  days  in  travels  in  the  work  of  the  mi- 
aiftry,  iu  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  America, 
and  to  keep  himfelf  unincumbered,  he  employ¬ 
ed  himfelf  in  the  humble  llation  of  a  day  la¬ 
bourer.  About  the  40th  year  of  his  age,  en¬ 
tering  into  the  married  Hate,  and  removing  to 
Ireland,  as  aibrefaid,  he  took  a  farm,  in  which, 
through  the  divine  bleffing  upon  his  care  and 
indullry,  he  was  greatly  profpered,  having  an 
abundant  fufhtiency  of  all  things  needful.  Yet 
when  his  outward  fnbflance  encreafed,  he  was 
remarkable  for  preferring  his  primitive  humi¬ 
lity  and  fnnplicity  in  his  apparel,  his  table, 
his  houfe  and  furniture ;  abflaining  from  all  fu- 

\  ol.  I\  .  T  perfluity. 
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c  h  a  p.perfluity,  he  confined  his  defires  to  things 
1V-  which  were  plain,  ufcful  and  needful,  to  the 
laft,  confirming  the  teftimony  he  had  to  bear 
to  the  fimplicity  of  truth,  by  an  example  of 
true  felf-denial  in  thefe  refpe&s.  And,  altho’ 
he  managed  his  outward  affairs  with  care,  at¬ 
tention  and  fkill,  when  at  liberty  to  follow 
them,  yet  he  kept  them  in  their  proper  places, 
not  fuffering  them  to  prevent  him  from  a  faith¬ 
ful  difcharge  of  his  duty,  as  a  member  and 
minifter  of  religious  fociety,  when  he  appre¬ 
hended  a  divine  call  to  leave  them  behind. 
He  continued  a  zealous  and  diligent  labourer 
in  the  gofpel,  even  in  advanced  years,  vifiting 
•  friends  in  England  in  the  year  1721,  and  at 
home  until  the  year  1724,  when  his  natural 
ftrecgth  failed.  And  now  near  the  conclufion 
of  his  life,  the  review  of  the  manner  wherein 
he  had  fpent  his  time,  iu  the  beil  fervice,  that 
of  his  Maker,  and  of  mankind,  in  fmcere  en- 
dea\ours  to  promote  religion  and  righteoufnefs 
in  his  generation,  was  now  his  confolation  and 
crown  of  rejoicing.  Yet  as  he  was  always  an 
humble  minded  man,  fo  with  refpedi  to  him- 
felf,  near  the  finifhing  of  his  chriftian  courfe, 
he  faid,  “  Notwithftanding  the  Lord  hath  made 
“  ufe  of  me  at  times  to  be  ferviceable  in  his 
“  hand,  I  have  nothing  to  truft  to,  but  the 
“  mercy  of  God  iu  Chrift  Jefus.”  But  was 
not  without  an  evidence  of  his  everlafting  peace 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

As  a  minifter  he  was  very  careful  to  wait 
for  frefh  ability  to  minifter  to  edification,  under 
the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  under  which 
facred  influence,  he  was  often  deeply  opened 
into  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 

and 
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and  his  miniftry  attended  with  a  reaching  pow¬ 
er  and  gofpel  authority,  had  a  very  perfuafive 
aud  prevalent  eflfedl  upon  his  audience,  where¬ 
by  many  were  convinced,  many  were  convert¬ 
ed  to  righteoufnefs  and  confirmed  in  the  truth. 
The  excellency  of  his  gift  hath  often  affedled 
ftrangers  with  furprize,  to  find  fuch  depth  of 
matter,  pertinence  of  exprelhon  and  affe&ing 
energy,  under  an  appearance  of  ruflic  fimplicity. 

He  was  alfo  zealoufly  engaged  to  give  his 
afiiftance  with  his  brethren  in  keeping  up  the 
hedge  of  difcipline  and  good  order  in  the 
church,  under  the  like  lively  frame  of  fpirit 
and  authority  of  the  gofpel ;  his  fentiments  on 
the  proper  qualification  for  this  fervice,  are 
contained  in  the  following  remarks,  which  were 
found  among!!  his  papers  after  his  deceafe. 
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‘  As  I  was  deeply  exercifed  in  my  mind 
‘  about  the  things  of  the  living  God,  and  the 
‘  holy  order  of  the  bleffed  gofpel  of  the  Lord 
‘  Jefus,  it  was  opened  to  me,  that  all  concern- 
‘  ed  friends  that  l'pcak  in  men’s  meetings, 

*  ought  to  wait  for  a  due  inward  feeling  of  the 
heavenly  gift;  and  as  that  gave  an  under- 
handing,  then  lpeak  in,  and  minifter  in  the 
order  of  Jefus,  which  is  holy,  and  all  that 
then  lpeak  will  be  for  promoting  the  way  of 

e  truth,  and  keeping  all  the  profefTors  thereof 
‘  in  faithfulnefs  and  true  obedience  to  the 

*  Tord.  I  being  thus  in  a  travail  of  fpirit,  the 
‘  ftate  of  men’s  meetings  as  they  now  are  was 

*  let  before  me;  and  I  faw  three  lorts  of  men 
c  fpeaking,  and  they  were  in  three  paths,  one 
f  lort  was  on  the  right  hand,  where  they  ran 

on  in  their  own  wills,  and  were  very  fierce 
T  2  ‘  for 
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for  order  but  not  in  a  right  fpirit,  thev  were 
the  cauie  of  long  difcourfes,  and  greatly  dii- 
pleafed  the  Lord  and  his  faithful  people.  I 
faw  another  path  to  the  left  hand,  and  there 
was  a  great  darknefs,  and  a  flitf -neck’d  peo 
pie  that  was  for  breaking  down  the  orders 
and  good  rules  that  the  Lord  has  eftablifhed 
in  his  church,  then  my  foul  was  filled  with 
forrow '  and  cries  to  the  Lord,  feeing  the 
great  danger  both  thefe  were  in.  Then  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  fhow  me,  a  middle  path, 
and  the  Lord’s  people  were  in  it,  and  had 
the  firong  line  of  juftice  and  true  judgment,  the 
Lord’s  holy  Spirit  and  heavenly  power  is  their 
guide.  I  am  moved  to  warn  all  you  that  are 
fiiff  and  flurdy  in  your  own  wills,  to  Hand 
hill  and  turn  in  your  minds  to  the  heavenly 
gift,  in  it  is  the  true  wifdom  and  heavenly 
knowledge;  and  you  will  learn -to  know  what 
the  good  and  acceptable  will  of  the  Lord  is, 
and  if  you  fpeak  in  the  meeting  it  will  be  to 
pleafe  God  and  for  his  honour,  not  your  own, 
for  you  ftrive  for  honour  in  a  carnal  mind, 
and  feek  not  the  honour  of  the  Lord,  but  are 
in  great  prefumption.5 
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George  II .  Acceffwn  to  the  Throne. — Friends  ad- 
drefs  the  King  on  the  Occafon. — This  Society 
Jill l  expofed  to  heavy  Sufferings  for  Ecclefiaflical 
Demands. — Liji  of  enormous  Sufferings  of  the 
People  called  Quakers  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ,  which  is  Jirongly  oppofed  hy  the  Cler¬ 
gy-- — Remarks  upon  two  Pamphlets  written 
againji  it. — Ex  trails  from  the  Country  Par  Jon  s 
Plea  and  the  Anj'wer  thereto. — Petitions  fent  up 
againji  the  BUI. — Is  pafed  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords. — After  a  long 
Debate  is  loji  in  the  HouJ'e  of  Lords. — Addrejs 
of  Thanks  to  the  Bifhups  oj  London  and  Salifbu 
ry- — Remark  thereupon. — Defence  of  the  Oppo- 
Jition  thereto. — Remarks  thereupon. 


W HE  N  the  account  of  the  late  king’s  death  chap. 
was  received,  his  foil  George  the  fecond  fuc-  v- 
ceeded  to  the  government  of  the  Britifli  domi-  '772g  ' 
nions.  Addreffes  of  condolence  and  congratu-  George  the 
lation  being  prelented  to  him  by  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  were  followed  by  many  others,  throne. 
And  the  people  called  Quakers,  who  were  real 
friends  to  the  Hanoverian  fucceffion,  elfeemed 
themlelves  engaged,  in  point  of  gratitude,  for 
the  extenfion  ol  their  religious  and  civil  liber¬ 
ties 
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chap,  ties  in  the  late  reign,  and  the  particular  indul- 
v-  gence  they  had  been  favoured  with  therein,  to 
'  [^28  ^  wa^  uPon  t^ie  new  with  a11  addrefs  upon 
the  occafion. 

It  hath  been  before  remarked,  that  fince  the 
revolution  and  the  benevolence  of  king  Wil¬ 
liam’s  parliament  had  granted  diffenters  the 
aft  of  exemption  from  the  penal  ftatutes,  under 
which  they  had  fo  deeply  iiiffered  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  reigns,  and  the  legal  rule  of  the  houle 
of  Hanover,  had  maintained  them  in  the  full 
fruition  of  the  benefits  thereof,  that  materials 
for  the  continuation  of  this  hiftory  are  lefs 
abundant,  than  they  were  previous  to  that  pe¬ 
riod  :  of  the  two  fubjefts  of  buffering,  to  which 
they  were  left  expofed,  from  one  they  were 
effectually  relieved  in  the  late  reign,  viz.  that 
arifmg  from  their  teftimony  in  regard  to  oaths ; 
This  Code-  but  in  refpeft  to  the  other,  of  t-ithes  and  ec- 
ty  (till  ex-  clefiallical  demands,  they  have  been  frequently 
hclvyfuf-  expofed,  fince  that  period,  to  heavy  fufferings 
/eringfor  both  in  perfon  and  ellate.  For  although  the 
cal  de-^1*  legiflature,  which  in  the  7th  and  8th  years  of 
mauds.  king  William’s  reign,  granted  them  the  firft 
aft  for  accepting  their  fiolemn  affirmation,  in- 
*  See  vol  Head  of  an  oath  in  the  ufual  form,  *  added  a 
iii.  P.  408.  claule  pointing  out  an  eafier  and  lefs  expenfive 
method  of  recovering  tithes  and  church  rates 
(fo  called)  extending  that  called  the  4 os.  aft 
to  10/.  for  Quakers  tithe,  to  be  determined  in 
a  fummary  manner  by  two  juilices  of  peace, 
and  levied  by  their  warrant:  yet  as  the  faid 
aft  contained  no  retraining  claufe,  to  prevent 
the  clergy  from  applying  to  the  more  grievous 
and  oppreffive  profeeutions  in  the  Exchequer 
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and  Eccleliaftical  Courts,  many  of  them  raani-c  h  a  p. 
felted  a  difpolition  to  perfecution  hill,  as  far  as  v- 
their  hands  were  not  tied  up  by  the  letter  of 
the  law,  by  applying  to  thefe  more  ruinous 
methods ;  and  when  an  eafy,  ready  and  un- 
expeulive  mode  of  recovery  is  in  their  power, 
what  is  it  but  perfecution  to  attempt  the  ruin 
of  a  man,  or  profecute  him  to  perpe.ual  ira- 
prilonment  on  account  of  a  confcientious  fcru- 
ple  ? 

About  this  time  a  catalogue  of  fuch  griev-Liftof 
ous  fufferings  was  drawn  up  by  the  meeting 
for  fufferings,  in  order  in  due  time  to  be  laid  ulcrin°s' 
before  the  public  and  the  legillature :  but  a 
more  perfect  one  in  1736,  w  hich  is  here  l'ub- 
joiued. 

Au  account  of  many  profecutions  carried  on 
againft  the  people  called  Quakers  for  tithes  and 
church  rates,  Eafter-offerings,  &c.  under  the 
refpe<ftive  heads,  and  in  the  leveral  courts  fol¬ 
lowing,  for  l’ums  demanded  not  exceeding  ten 
pounds  value,  lince  the  ad  of  the  7th  and  8th 
of  king  William  the  third,  which  provided  for 
recovering  of  tithe  and  church  rates  under  the 
value  of  ic/.  in  a  fummary  way,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  prifoners  committed  by  procefs  out 
of  the  leveral  courts,  fome  of  whom  continued 
prilbners  to  the  time  of  their  death,  fome  ten 
years,  others  lels,  whereby  leveral  families 
have  been  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  being 
fupported  by  the  charity  of  their  friends. 


An 
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An  INDEX  of  flic  Number  of  Prosecutions. 


Counties. 

In  the 

In  the 

1  hr  oMfr 

Impri- 

Died 

t  xchcq. 

Ec. Courts 

Courts. 

foned. 

Frj  oners 

Bedfordlliire 

6 

7 

I 

14 

2 

O 

Berkfhire 

6 

*3 

I 

20 

3 

O 

Buckingh. 

1 1 

3 

2 

16 

8 

O 

Cambridgfh. 

12 

5 

I 

18 

9 

O 

Chelhire 

I 

1 1 

O 

12 

2 

O 

Cornwal 

12 

9 

I 

22 

6 

O 

Cumberland 

37 

10 

I  I 

53 

27 

3 

Derbyfhire 

3 

5 

I 

9 

3 

O 

Devonfhire 

J5 

18 

O 

33 

8 

O 

Dorfetfhire 

2 

4 

4 

10 

2 

O 

Durham 

6 

9 

2 

*7 

10 

O 

Effex 

42 

6 

9 

57 

9 

O 

Glocefterlh. 

20 

3 

2 

25 

3 

O 

Hampfhire 

T9 

2 

1 

22 

6 

O 

Hertfordfh. 

4 

8 

6 

18 

3 

O 

Herefordlh. 

4 

2 

0 

6 

0 

O 

Huntington. 

4 

1 

1 

6 

2 

O 

Kent 

16 

1 1 

0 

27 

4 

O 

Lancafhire 

2 

2 

16 

20 

'  1 1 

O 

Leicefterfh. 

6 

1 1 

0 

r7 

6 

I 

Lincolnfhire 

16 

5 

4  ' 

25 

4 

O 

London 

23 

J9 

0 

42 

1 

O 

Middlefex 

74 

6 

6 

86 

9 

O 

Norfolk 

20 

7 

2 

29 

8 

O 

Northampt. 

8 

J3 

4 

25 

10 

O 

Nottingham. 

6 

5 

1 

12 

3 

O 

Oxfordlhire 

17 

1 

4 

22 

4 

.  O 

Rutlandfliire 

1 

2 

0 

3 

2 

O 

Somerfetfh. 

76 

22 

9 

107 

3° 

I 

Staffordlh. 

— 

9 

1 

10 

4 

O 

Suffolk 

24 

7 

1 

32 

5 

O 

Surry 

34 

21 

21 

76 

T3 

O 

Suffex 

36 

3 

4 

43 

1 1 

I 

Warwickfh. 

8 

18 

3 

29 

6 

I 

Weftmorl. 

5 

2 

2 

9 

4 

O 

Wiltfhire 

1 2 

6 

0 

18 

4 

O 

Worcefterfh. 

4 

10 

8 

22 

5 

O 

Yorkfhire 

55 

61 

20 

136 

46 

2 

Wales 

12 

10 

5 

27 

9 

O 

659 

367 

r54 

1180  1 

302 
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From  1704  to  1722. 

James  Haviland 
Thomas  Strong 
Richard  Cafe 
Thomas  Drape 
Robert  Holiday 
Richard  Allen 
Henry  Wake 
Jofeph  J.  Williams 
John  Taylor 
Alexander  Moore 
Jeremiah  Ellis 
George  Bewley 
Samuel  Tulley  &  7 
Thomas  Warner  ^ 
William  Pearl'on 

Jonathan  Peafley 

Daniel  Williams 

Abram  Butterfield 
Roger  Jenkins 
Thomas  Jenkins 
Thomas  Ellwood 


Sums 

demanded 

Value  tak 

en 

l. 

s. 

d. 

/. 

r. 

d. 

8 

0 

0 

61 

0 

0 

1 

10 

6 

x5 

1 1 

6 

*3 

0 

37 

1 1 

6 

4 

10 

1 

5° 

0 

0 

1 1 

6 

60 

0 

0 

1 

*5 

6 

80 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

3° 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3° 

0 

0 

1 

5 

8 

44 

18 

c 

/■ 
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1 

87 

16 

1 1 

1 

0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

3 

10 

0 

93 

10 

0 

3 

2 

8 

75 

16 

0 

*3 

0 

x9 

16 

0 

7 

0 

c 

237 

5 

0 

1 

6 

20 

0 

0 

8 

0 

c 

00 

0 

0 

14 

6 

84 

10 

6 

1 

5 

c 

67 

10 

0 

12 

c 

24 

7 

6 

By  Sequeftration 

By  Sequeftration 
By  Do. 

By  Do. 

By  Do. 

Imprifoned 


And  twice  im¬ 
prifoned 
:  In  Goods  &  Ef- 
}  tate  worth  80I. 
)  and  15  Months 
!  Imprifonment 

By  Sequeftration 
By  Do. 


The  above  Sums  are  exclufive  of  their  own  Expenfe  in 
thofe  Suits,  and  fuffering  many  Imprifonments  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  Proceedings,  and  thefe  are  only  a  Few  among  the 
many  we  could  produce. 

N.  B.  I  hefe  Accounts  appear  to  be  drawn  up  about  the 
Year  1728. 
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chap.  In  the  year  1 73  6,  they  alfo  prefented  a  pe- 
v’  tition  and  the  annexed  cafe  to  the  parliament 
x736.  then  fitting. 

Cafe  of  the  The  Cafe  of  the  People  called  Quakers. 

people  cal- 
led  Qua¬ 
kers  pre-  In  the  feventh  and  eighth  years  of  the  reign 

podia- t0  k-ing  William  the  third,  an  adl  was  palled 
ment.  for  the  more  ealy  recovery  of  fmall  tithes, 
offerings,  oblations,  obventions  or  compofitions, 
not  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  40J.  from 
any  one  perl’on  in  a  fummary  way,  by  juftices 
w arrant;  which  was  continued  by  an  act  of 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  of  the  faid  king,  and 
was  made  perpetual  by  an  act  of  the  third  and 
fourth  of  queen  Anne. 

In  the  feventh  and  eighth  years  of  the  reign 
of  king  William  the  third,  in  an  adt  for  accept¬ 
ing  the  folenm  affirmation  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  like  remedy  is  provided  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  tithes  and  church  rates  from  Quakers, 
who  ffiall  reffife  to  pay  the  fame,  the  fum  not 
exceeding  10/.  which  adt  being  temporary  was 
Continued  by  a  lubfequent  adt,  and  was  by  an 
adt  of  the  firlt  of  king  George  the  firft,  extended 
to  all  rates  cuitomary  or  other  rights,  dues  or 
payments,  belonging  to  any  church  or  chapel; 
to  be  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minilter 
or  curate  in  any  church  or  chapel. 

Thefe  adts,  it  is  humbly  conceived,  were  in¬ 
tended  not  only  for  the  eafe  of  the  profecutor, 
but  alfo  to  prevent  oppreffion  and  ruinous 
profecutions. 

hictwithftanding  which,  there  have  been  pro- 
fecuted  in  the  exchequer,  ecclefiaftical  and 
other  courts,  in  England  and  Wales,  for  de¬ 
mands'- 
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mauds  recoverable  by  the  faid  a  S,  above  c 
eleven  hundred  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
of  whom  near  three  hundred  were  committed 
to  prifon,  and  feveral  of  them  died  priloners. 

Thofe  profecutions,  though  frequently  com¬ 
menced  for  trivial  fums,  from  4 d.  to  $s.  and 
great  part  of  them,  for  fums  not  exceeding  qcj. 
have  been  attended  with  fuch  heavy  colts  and 
rigorous  executions,  that  above  800/.  has  been 
taken  from  ten  perfons,  where  the  original  de¬ 
mands  upon  all  of  them  cohesively,  did  not 
amount  to  15/. 

By  fuch  profecutions,  the  favourable  intent 
of  the  aforelaid  adts,  is  in  a  great  mealure 
fruftrated  ;  and  many  of  the  faid  people  fuller 
as  if  no  fuch  laws  were  in  being:  though  chrif- 
tian  charity  mult  admit,  that  their  refufal  of 
fuch  demands  is  purely  confcientious,  lince  no 
reafonable  man,  confidering  his  circumltances 
and  family  would  incur  fuch  fevere  bufferings  on 
any  other  account. 

’Tis  therefore,  humbly  fubmitted,  whether 
fuch  profecutions,  frequently  attended  with  ex 
communications  and  imprifonments,  be  not 
grievances  which  call  for  redrefs,  and  whether 
it  be  not  reafonable  to  refirain  the  profecutors 
from  proceedings  fo  ruinous  and  deftruSive. 

In  purfuance  of  this  petition  and  cafe,  a  bill 
for  their  relief,  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  printed;  when  the  clergy  muf- 
tered  all  their  Hrength  again!!  it,  whereby  they 
manifelted  themfelves  no  lefs  eager  to  hold  fall 
the  power  of  opprelfion,  which  the  law  had  left 
them,  in  the  recovery  of  the  tithe  than  the 
tirhe  itfelf.  Three  anonymous  pamphlets  loon 
made  their  appearance,  reported  to  be  all  the 

productions 
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c  h  a  p.  productions  of  bifhops.  Two  of  them  appear 
v'  ib  little  to  the  purpofe,  as  to  bring  little  credit 
j^6.  to  their  authors,  or  little  ftrength  to  the  caufe; 
but  the  third,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  the 
then  bilhop  of  London,  a  ftrenuous  advocate 
for  ecclefiaftical  power,  (the  author  of  Codex 
juris  Ecclefajiici  Anglicani  ably  anfwered  by 
judge  Fotler)  handled  the  fubject  more  fully 
and  more  artfully  in  a  pamphlet  under  the  title 
of  the  Country  Parfons  Plea ,  againjl  the  Qua¬ 
ker's  Bill  for  Tithes,  &c.  This  piece  received  a 
copious  and  fpirited  anfwer,  in  a  letter  to  the 
author,  by  [one  who  ftiles  himfelf  ]  a  member 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  but  was  afterward 
found  to  be  lord  Hervey.  But  even  men  of 
parts  and  penetration  engaged  in  vamifhing  a 
doubtful  caufe,  will  fometimes  forget  themfelves, 
and  yielding  to  the  impulfe  of  reafon  and  truth, 
at  one  ftroke  overturn  all  they  have  been  la¬ 
bouring  to  eftablifh:  thus  the  councry  parfon, 
after  racking  his  invention,  endeavouring  to 
fhew  the  hardfhips  to  which  this  bill  would  ex- 
pofe  him,  feems  in  the  conclufion  fairly  to  own, 
that  no  wife  or  good  clergyman  would  apply  to 
any  other  than  the  method  prefcribed  by  the 
bill.  And  of  confequence  he  had  been  labo- 
rioufiy  advocating  the  caufe  of  thole  parfons 
only,  who  are  neither  wife  nor  good.  His  an- 
tagonift  wrho  hath  overlooked  no  part  of  his 
plea,  upon  this  paragraph,  argues  thus,  “  If 
“  the  wifeft  and  belt  ufe  it  of  choice,  this 
“  will  be  an  argument  that  the  unrealonable 
“  and  unjuft  fhcuid  be  reftrained  to  it;  for  are 
“  the  fubject s  of  England  to  have  no  better  fe- 
cc  curity  againft  oppreffion  than  the  wifdom  and 
ft  goodnels  of  the  clergy?  or  ought  the  clergy 

“  to 
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*  to  be  fruited  with  a  power,  which  according  chap. 
“  to  the  parfon’s  eonfeffion,  neither  a  wife  cler-  v- 
“  gyman  nor  a  good  clergyman  can  ufe  with- 
“  out  mifchief  either  to  himfelf  or  his  neighbour. 

“  Where  the  power  of  opprellion  is,  ads  of  op- 
(f  preffion  will  undoubtedly  be.” 

But  the  bilhops  did  not  trull  their  caufe  only  ,737. 
to  thefe  pamphlets.  *  Circular  letters  were 
written  to  the  clergy,  in  all  or  molt  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  in  confequence  of  which,  peti¬ 
tions  were  prefented  againlt  the  bill,  by  the 
clergy  of  Middlefex,  and  molt  other  parts  of 
England  and  Wales.  Counfel  was  heard  in  The  b!]1 
behalf  of  the  petitioners,  and  feveral  alterations  paireth  in 
propofed  in  the  bill,  which  after  long  repeated  ^fec^fc 
debates  furmounted  all  oppofition,  and  was  fent  mons.  ' 
up  to  the  lords. 

In  the  houle  of  lords  the  bill  was  read  a  firlt 
time;  many  petitions  were  here  alfo  prefented 
againlt  it.  The  petitioners  were  ordered  to  be 
heard  by  their  counfel  upon  the  fecond  reading, 
and  it  was  ordered,  that  counfel  in  favour  of  the 
bill  fhould  be  heard  at  the  fame  time.  Upon 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  they  were  heard 
for  and  againlt  it,  and  after  they  had  finilhed  and 
were  withdrawn,  a  motion  was  made  for  com¬ 
mitting 

*  The  country  parfon’s  refpondent  remarks,  that,  the  bill 
ought  to  pafs  were  it  only  for  an  example,  that  it  is  not  in 
the  power  ot  a  mitred  dofior,  by  his  letters  mijjtve ,  ftirring  up 
petitions  from  every  diocefe,  to  intimidate  an  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  in  a  matter  of  this  high  concern  to  the  juftice  of  the 
kingdom  “  1  hope,”  fays  he,  “  a  body  of  Englifh  gentle- 
“  men  will  never  weigh  petitions  in  quantity  againft  any 
“  bill  whatever ;  elpecially  bills  for  the  reformation  cf  the 
“  church,  againft  which  they  are  certain  of  having  as  many 
“  remonllrances,  as  there  are  deaneries,  archdeaconries, 

“  chapters,  colleges  or  ecclelvaftical  precinfls  in  England  and 
“  Wales.” 
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chap,  mitting  the  bill,  whereupon  a  very  long  debate 
v~  enfued. 

1 737.  The  motion  was  made  by  lord  H - n 

(fjppofed  Hinton)  fupported  by  lords  Hervey 
and  Carteret,  the  dulce  of  Argyle  and  earl  of 
Ilay,  and  oppofed  by  the  bilhop  of  Salilbury, 
the  lord  Chancellor,  lords  Hardwick  and 
Lovell.  But  after  the  merits  of  the  cafe  were 
debated  at  large,  the  reality  of  the  grie\  ances 
and  the  unreafoaablenefs  of  the  bufferings  of  the 
petitioners  being  too  manifeft  to  be  evaded,  a  new 
argument  was  taken  up  againft  the  fcheme  of 
the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  commons ;  that  it 
was  very  imperfeft,  and  fo  incorrect  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  unfit  in  its  prefent  form,  to  be  palled  into 
a  law ;  and  that  the  feifion  was  10  far  advanced, 
as  did  not  allow  time  for  altering  and  amending 
Eut  Is  it-  This  being  urged  as  a  reafon  againft  comm ir- 

thrown  out  ting  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  the  quefiion  being 
in  the  .  j •  -r  .  .  1  .  .  * 

houfe  of  PUl,  upon  a  aiviiion,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
lords.  rive  by  54  not-contents  to  35  contents.  The 
ftrenuous  and  united  exertions  of  the  clergy, 
and  the  weight  of  their  intereft  preponderated, 
and  the  bill  was  loft. 

In  the  majority  we  find  fifteen  bifhops,**  three 
of  whom  were  commonly  reported  to  have  early- 
taken  up  their  pens  in  oppofition  to  the  petition 
of  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  the  bill  in¬ 
tended  for  their  relief ;  two  of  thefe,  the  bifhop 
of  London  and  the  bifhop  of  Salifbury  feem 
to  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  zeal,  not  only  for  preferving  the  claims 
of  the  clergy  unimpaired,  but  the  power  of  con¬ 
tinuing  to  be  vexatious  and  oppreffive  in  the  re¬ 
covery 

*  The  third,  the  bifhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry. 


2S7 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS 

covery  thereof,  when  either  their  difguft  or  in-  c  h  a  p. 
tereft  might  influence  them  thereto.  As  they  v- 
are  particularly  diftingnifhed  by  an  addrefs  of  ""7!'^“'' 
thanks  voted  by  the  clergy  of  their  refpefiive  Addrefs' 
dioeefes  ;  the  former  from  the  clergy  of  London  ^°’n  th.eo 
to  their  bifhop,  for  the  many  and  great  “  in-  the^nhops 
“  fiances  ot  his  care  and  vigilance  in  maintaining 
the  conllitution  of  the  church  of  England,  in  bury/  * 
its  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  and  the  legal 
“  eights  ot  the  clergy ;  and  in  particular  for 
<£  the  Jleady  and  vigorous  oppofition ,  which  he 
“  had  lately  given  to  the  attempt  that  had  been 
“  lately  made  upon  them.”  The  latter  from 
the  clergy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Devizes, 

\\  iltfhire,  “  to  manifelt  the  grateful  fenfe  they 
“  retain  of  their  prefervation  from  that  Jlrange 
“  and  unheard  of  infringement  of  their  rights , 

“  which  was  lately  attempted  by  the  Quakers 
“  their  tithe  bill,  to  return  him  their  humble 
“  and  hearty  thanks,  for  the  indefatigable  pams 
“  he  had  taken,  and  the  firm  Jland  he  made, 

“  agreeable  to  the  trufi  and  duty  of  his  high  fla- 
“  tion,  in  defence  of  their  jull  and  indifputable 
“  privileges.” 

Fromthefe  clerical  reprefentations  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  it  feems 
they  think  it  a  criminal  defign  againfl  the  confli¬ 
ct  ion  of  the  church  of  England ,  in  its  prefent 
ejlablifhment ,  a  Jlrange  and  unheard  of  infringe¬ 
ment  of  their  rights,  to  apply  to  the  legiflature 
for  a  redrcfs  ot  real  grievances,  when  thefe 
grievances  arife  from  the  undue  exercife  of  pow¬ 
er,  in  the  hands  of  the  ecclefiaflicks ;  and  that 
to  opprcfs,  imprilon  for  life,  and  ruin  a  neigh¬ 
bour  in  his  eliate  or  cireuinhances,  is  the  jujl 
and  indifputable  privilege  of  the  prieflhood. 

W hereas 
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Whereas,  candidly  1  think  it  would  be  more  for 
the  honour,  the  lervice  and  real  intereft  of  any 
church,  to  have  all  fuch  things  rectified  or  re¬ 
moved,  as  adminiiler  juft  occafiou  of  offence 
and  reproach,  and  are  in  their  own  natures  in- 
dij 'put ably  wrong. 

In  an  anonymous  piece  publifhed  about  this 
time,  under  the  title  of,  A  modejt  defence  of  the 
oppofition  lately  given  to  the  Quaker's  Bill,  I  find 
a  grofs  mifreprefentation  of  fa6t,  either  for  want 
of  being  acquainted  with  the  true  ftate  of  the 
facl ;  or  knowingly,  in  which  latter  cafe  the  writ¬ 
er  is  inexcufabie,  he  faith,  “If  people  fuffered 
“  themfelves  to  be  impofed  upon  by  fa  lie  re- 
“  prefentations  of  the  clergy’s  having  abufcd 
“  the  liberty  out  of  malice  or  ill-will,  they  know 
“  whom  to  blame.” 

“  The  Quakers  were  early  challenged  with- 
“  out  doors,  to  make  good  a  charge  fo  injurious 
“  to  the  character  of  the  clergy,  by  aligning 
“  particular  inftances  of  fuch  abufe.  The  fame 
“  motion  is  faid  to  have  been  made,  but  in 
“  vain,  in  one  houfe  of  parliament ;  and  when 
“  it  fucceeded  in  another  houfe,  the  few  inftan- 
“  ces  they  alledged  (not  above  four  or  five,  if 
“  I  am  rightly  informed)  and  thofe  fo  little  to 
“  the  purpofe,  when  enquired  into,  as  fhewed 
“  how  great  reafon  they  and  their  friends  had 
“  to  guard  againft  the  fpecifieation  of  particu- 
“  lars.  And  it  was  aftonifhing  to  hear  them 
“  plead  unpreparednefs,  after  they  had  repre- 
“  fented  thofe  abufes  in  the  grofs,  (to  the  num- 
“  ber  of  one  thoufand)  as  the  only  foundation 
“  of  their  bill.” 

Now  by  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  that, 

1.  That 
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1 .  The  people  called  Quakers  made  no  falfe  chap. 
reprefentation  of  the  clergy’s  having  abufed  the  v- 
liberty,  &c.  in  publifhing  a  lilt  of  the  grievous 
bufferings  of  their  friends,  in  cafes  wherein  Reflections 
they  might  have  recovered  their  claims  in  athereuPon- 
more  eafy  way. 

2.  That  when  they  were  early  challenged  to 
make  good  their  charge  by  affigning  particular 
infiances  offuch  abufe;  they  anfwered  the  chal¬ 
lenge  by  producing  a  fpecification  of  the  griev¬ 
ances  complained  of  with  as  much  expedition 
as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  admit. 

3.  That  his  information  was  very  wrong,  if 
he  was  informed,  that  “  the  infiances  alledged 

were  not  above  four  or  five,”  whereas  they 
were  more  than  twice  as  many  hundred,  and 
the  greateft  part  fo  much  to  the  purpofe,  as 
clearly  file  wed  ( not  “  how  great  reafon  they, 

and  their  friends,  had  to  guard  againft  the 

fpecification  of  particulars,”  but)  how  nreat 
reafon  they  had  to  petition  for  redrefs  of  grievances 
Jo  fever e  and  oppreffive. 

The  following  cafes  ex-traded  from  which, 
may,  with  many  others,  clearly  evince  that  the 
application  of  this  people,  for  the  redrefs  of 
grievances,  fo  fevere  and  diftrefiing  was  very 
reafon  able  and  requifite,  and  the  oppofiti- 
on  thereto,  no  inftance  of  a  tender  regard  to 
the  maxims  of  chriftianity  or  humanity. 

Gric\  ous  Profecutions  for  trivual 
Demands. 


I BedfordfAre ,  1707.]  William  Francis,  of  Luton 

a  poor  lhoe-maker,  was  profecuted  in  the  ecclefiaftical 

VOL.  IV.  u 

w  court. 
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chap  court,  at  the  fuit  of  Chriftopher  Eaton,  vicar ;  for  a. 

V.  demand  of  one  great ,  for  Eafler-offerings  fo  warmly, 

-  that  the  charges  of  the  profecution  came  to  eighty 
pounds.  The  poor  man  was  excommunicated,  and 
lay  clofe  confined  in  Bedford  jail  above  19  months, 
till  an  a  cl  of  grace  came  out,  and  fet  him  at  liberty. 

[1702.]  Adam  Laurence  and Eliz.  Vokins,profecu ted  . 
in  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  at  the  fuit  of  John  Piggott 
and  Thomas  Price,  wardens  of  the  parilli  of  YVeft- 
Charlow ;  were  committed  to  Reading  jail,  on  a  writ 
de  Excommunicato  capiendo ,  on  the  1 8th  of  the  month 
called  January,  1 702,  and  continued  prifoners  between 
fix  and  feven  years,  till  difeharged  by  an  acl  of  grace 
in  1709:  a  long  imprifonment  for  a  demand  of  about 
nine  fhillings  from  both  of  them ! 

[1703.]  J°kn  Tydd  of  Chatteris,  was  profecuted  in 
the  Exchequer,  at  the  fuit  of  "W  illiam  Turkington, 
parfon  of  Chatteris  5  for  a  demand  of  thirty-four  {hil¬ 
lings,  for  two  years  fmall  tithes,  and  was  committed 
to  "Cambridge  caflle,  on  the  14th  of  the  month  called 
Augufl,  1703,  and  continued  prifoner,  above  fix  years 
and  two  months,  till  difeharged  by  an  acl  of  grace,  on 
the  28th  of  October,  1709. 

[Cor nival,  1704.]  Richard  Hitchins,  was  profecut¬ 
ed  in  the  Exchequer  for  tithes,  at  the  fuit  of  Stephen 
Hucioe,  vicar  of  the  parifh  called  St.  Auftell.  The 
parfon  was  advifed  by  feveral  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion,  to  take  his  tithe'  by  juftice’s  warrant;  but  he 
turned  the  deaf  ear  to  all  their  perfuafions,  and  would 
proceed  in  the  Exchequer.  The  tithe  adjudged  him  by 
the  barons  was  but  one  pound  nineteen  fhillings  and 
fix  pence,  for  which  the  colls  of  fuit  were  taxed  at 
thirty-eight  pounds;  for  non-payment  whereof,  the 
poor  man  was  committed  prifoner  to  the  fheriff  sward, 
at  Bodmin,  on  the  13th  of  the  month  called  May, 
1-07,  and  continued  clofe  prifoner  there  three  years 
one  month  and  two  days,  and  then  removed  himfelf 
to  the  King’s  Bench  prifon  at  London,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  a  prifoner  till  the  7th  of  the  month  called 
May,  1714:  fo  that  the  whole  time  of  his  imprifon- 
'  '  ment 
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ment  was  feven  years,  for  an  original  demand  of  one  Chap. 
pound  nineteen  Ihillings  and  fix  pence.  v- 

[ Cumberland ,  1701.]  Ann  Henderfon,  Widow,  and’*^™'' 
her  fon  Robert  Henderfon,  profecuted  in  the  Common 
Pleas,  at  the  Hut  of  Thomas  Story,  parfon  of  Banton ; 
were  arrefted  on  the  12th  of  the  Month  called  June, 

1701,  (though  the  writ,  upon  fearch  made  afterward, 
bore  date  on  the  1 7th.)  Upon  trial  the  Jury  gave  a 
verdift  for  one  penny  damages,  it  being  for  tithe-wool. 

They  were  imprifoned  1 1  months,  and  releafed  by  an 
aft  of  grace. 

\_Lancafnre ,  17 19.]  Ifrael  Fell,  profecuted  for  tithes, 
at  the  fuit  of  William  Turton,  parfon  of  Standifh; 
was  a  priloner  four  years  for  tithe,  but  of  one  lhilling 
value;  and  then  difcharged  upon  the  death  of  the 
profecutor. 

\_M\ddlefe: ?.]  William  Jackfon,  Robert  Chalklev, 

Arnold  Frowd,  John  Beale,  Jonathan  Wood,  John 
Conftantine  and  John  Marshall,  were  profecuted  in 
the  Exchequer,  for  Eafter-offerings  and  fmall  tithes,* 
at  the  fuit  of  John  Wright  vicar  of  Stepney.  The 
rates  fet  upon  Eafter-offerings,  and  tithes  claimed  by 
the  faid  John  Wright,  in  his  bill  of  complaint  againil; 
them  preferred  in  the  Exchequer,  were  as  followeth. 


For  Eafter-Offerings  upon  7 

s. 

d. 

every  perfon,  $ 

0 

3 

A  Cock,  —  —  — 

0 

2 

A  Hen,  —  —  — 

0 

1 

A  Goofe,  —  —  — 

0 

4 

A  Duck,  —  —  — 

0 

4 

A  Sow,  —  —  — 

1 

8 

A  Cow,  —  —  — 

Turnips  for  every  acre  fowed  7 

0 

6 

in  the  field,  —  V 

4 

0 

The  faid  vicar  alfo  made  claim  upon  gardens,  orch¬ 
ards,  calves,  lambs,  wool  and  milk,  in  "his  faid  bill  of 
complaint.  Whereas  ’tis  known,  that  the  perfons 
aforcfaid,  being  moft  of  them  inhabitants  in  and  near 
Spittlefields  (and  John  Conftantine  in  Ratcliff)  their 
places  of  habitation  allow  not  the  keeping  fuch  things, 

U  2  they 
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CHAP-  they  not  ufing  lands;  feme  of  them  being  mean  fliop- 
V.  keepers,  and  others  fuch  as  laboured  honeftly  for  their 
own  and  families  fubfiftence,  therefore,  not  capable  of 
being  flocked  or  poiTefled  of  fuch  goods,  as  were 
mentioned  in  the  bill. 

The  aforefaid  profecution  was  carried  on  to  the  im¬ 
prisonment  of  four  of  the  laid  perfons,  viz.  Robert 
Chalkley,  John  Conftantine,  William  Jackion  and 
John  Beale,  who  were  committed  to  Newgate  on  the 
8th  day  of  November,  1703,  upon  attachments,  at 
the  fuit  of  John  Wright,  vicar  of  the  faid  parifh  of 
Stepney.  The  faid  John  Conftantine,  was  difeharged 
from  his  imprifonment  in  the  year  1708,  being  about 
live  years  after. 

[i Warwickjhire ,  1705.]  Jane  Robinfon  of  Auftrey, 
widow,  was  profecuted  in  the  Exchequer  for  tithes,  at 
the  fuit  of  Charles  Wainwright,  parfon  of  Auftrey. 
The  parfon’s  demand  was  for  tithes  of  apples,  &c. 
2-r.  8 cl.  and  of  bees,  8 d.  the  poor  widow  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  Warwick  jail,  and  lay  there  about  nine 
months. 

[ Wejhnorland ,  1701.]  Thomas  Savage  of  Clifton, 
profecuted  for  tithes,  at  the  fuit  of  Rowland  Burrough, 
clerk  of  Browham  and  Clifton,  was  arrefted  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon,  in  the  month  called  January,  1701, 
and  continued  prifoner  till  November,  1702,  for  a  de¬ 
mand  of  3-r.  4 d.  for  tithes.  Upon  application  to  the 
judge  who  went  that  circuit,  he  was  directed  to  move 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  which  motion  being  after¬ 
ward  made,  he  was  difeharged. 

[ Yorkjhire ,  1699.]  Edward  Walker  of  Thornton 
le  Moor,  in  the  parifh  of  little  Otterton,  was  profe¬ 
cuted  in  the  Exchequer,  at  the  fuit  of  John  Walker, 
parfon  of  little  Otterton ;  for  one  year’s  compofition 
for  tithes,  amounting  to  about  3J.  4 d.  and  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  York  caftle,  on  the  21ft  of  October,  1699, 
and  remained  prifoner  about  nine  years  and  three 
quarters,  till  difeharged  by  fuperfedeas  upon  an  act 
of  grace  on  the  20th  of  the  month  called  July, 
1709. 


2.  Exorbitant 
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2.  Exorbitant  Diftraints. 


[ Buckingham]}: ire,  1 7 19.]  Abraham  Barber,  Thomas 
Olliffe  and  Nicholas  Larcum,  were  profecuted  in  the 
Exchequer,  at  the  fuit  of  John  Higgs  the  elder,  and 
John  Higgs  the  younger,  tithe-farmers.  The  demand 
on  Barber,  Olliffe  and  Larcum,  was  but  eight  fhillings 
for  tithe  on  all  three  of  them,  and  the  decree  of 
the  court  but  for  four  fhillings.  They  were  all  taken 
up  by  an  attachment  in  November,  1721,  and  carried 
to  Ailfbury  jail.  On  the  20th  and  22d  of  October, 
1722,  the  goods  of  the  faid  Abraham  Barber  were 
feized  for  the  whole  demand  and  charges,  viz. 

£•  s.  d. 

7  Quarters  and  4  bufhels  of  Wheat,  1 1  00 

1 6  Quarters  of  Malt  London  meafure,  1216  o 

For  a  demand  of  8r.  Taken  23  16  o 


s. 


24  7  6 


90 


8 


C 1 7°7*U  Thomas  Ellwood,  Abraham  Butterfield  and 
William  Catch,  were  profecuted  in  the  Exchequer, 
at  the  fuit  of  Jofhua  Leaper,  tithe-farmer  under 
Humphrey  Drake,  rettor  of  Amerfham. 

The  original  demand  for  tithes  on  £. 

Thomas  Ellwood  was  about  1 2s.  for  / 
which  he  had  taken  from  him,  houf-  ( 
hold  goods,  and  an  horfe,  worth  J 
On  A.  Butterfield  7  or  8/.  for  which' 
he  had  taken  from  him,  corn,  hay, ( 
and  cattle,  worth  —  — 

On  W.  Catch  between  7  &  8/.  for  which' 
he  had  taken, grafs worth  8/.  14/.  8 d. 

5yearsrentof  atenemt.  12/.  5/.  od.  ^ 

[ GlouceJlerJ/jire ,  1716.]  Jonathan  Peaflev,  late  of  Juft 
in  the  parifh  of  Olvefton,  was  profecuted  in  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  at  the  fuit  of  Benjamin  Bayly,  vicar  of  Olvef¬ 
ton.  The  vicar’s  demand  on  Jonathan  Peaflev  was 
for  three  and  a  half,  or  four  years,  fmall  tithes  of  about 
leven  pounds  value.  He  was  committed  to  Glou- 

cefter 


20  19  8 
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P.  cefter  jail,  and  the  next  term,  brought  up  by  Habeas 
Corpus  to  the  Exchequer,  and  fet  at  liberty:  But  the 
vicar  foon  after  renewing  his  fuit,  Pcafly  was  brought 
to  the  Exchequer  again  in  1717,  and  committed  to 
the  Flefet ;  and  proceeded  againft  to  a  Sequejlration ,  by 
which  was  feized  and  taken  from  him  in  December, 
*  7  *  7» 

c-  JT.  s.  d. 

14  Cows,  6  heifers  and  3  yearlings,  valued  at  77  o  o 
A  wheat  mow,  a  bean  mow,  and  about  7 

20  bufhels  of  beans,  —  —  ^  r9  ^  0 

2  Beds,  2  Bedheads  and  Bedding,  600 

2  Sides  of  bacon,  10  hundred  of  cheefe,  13  5  o 

All  the  reft  of  the  goods  in  and  about  7 

the  houfe,  —  —  —  ^  40  o  o 

Three  ricks  of  hay,  —  —  1200 

7/.  per  Annum  free  land  during  his  life,  70  o  o 

For  about  7/.  value  Taken  237  5  o 

N.  B.  The  faid  vicar  did  threaten  to  ruin  the 
faid  Jonathan  Peafley  of  his  ltock  and  eftate,  and  all 
that  he  had:  and  executed  it  in  a  great  meafure; 
for  by  his  feizure  the  poor  man  was  left  not  worth 
ten  pounds,  yet  had  a  wife  and  three  fmall  children. 

[ Somerfetjhire ,  1712.]  Charles  Bewfev  and  his 
wife,  were  profecuted  in  the  Exchequer,  at  the  fuit  of 
Hugh  Lambert,  parfon  of  Mudford,  for  a  demand  of 
7/.  10/.  for  tithes.  Charles  was  firft  taken  up,  on 
an  attachment  in  November,  1712.  In  September, 
1713,  he  and  his  wife  were  committed  to  prifon, 
and  kept  clofe  prifoners  from  their  family  of  feven 
children;  and  in  the  month  called  January  following, 
were  brought  up  to  London,  and  then  had  liberty 
given  them  till  the  next  term.  On  the  15th  of  the 
month  called  June,  mq,  they  were  again  brought 
up  to  the  Exchequer  bar,  and  committed  to  the  Fleet 
prifon.  In  the  month  called  April,  1717,  his  goods 
were  feized  to  the  value  of  9/.  15^.  alfo  his  freehold 
eftate  worth  about  30/.  per  Annum ,  which  with  the 

fruit 
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fruit  the  firft  year  was  worth  thirty  fix  pounds  : 
Alfo  another  eftate  of  upwards  of  twenty  pounds 
per  Annum ,  kept  two  years,  forty  pounds.  Sc  that  he 
had  taken  from  him  in  all,  to  the  value  of  85/.  15X. 
(befide  his  luffering  imprisonment  above  five  years) 
for  an  original  demand  of  7/.  iox. 

[Wales,  1721.]  Daniel  Williams  of  Langhorne,  in 
South  Wales,  was  profecuted  in  the  Chancery  court 
of  the  grand  Sefiions  of  Carmarthen  for  tithes,  at 
the  fuit  of  Thomas  Philips,  vicar.  His  demand  cn 
Daniel  Williams  was  about  ix.  6d.  and  his  fon,  not  a 
Quaker,  tendered  the  vicar  5/.  before  any  profecution 
began,  bidding  him  take  his  due  for  his  father’s 
tithe;  but  the  vicar  refufed  it,  and  replied,  Daniel 
tnujl  fujfer •  fie  was  committed  to  Carmarthen  jail 
cn  the  1 6th  of  the  month  called  Auguft,  1721. 
On  the  22d  of  the  fame  month  he  was  brought  into 
court,  and  recommitted  to  prifon,  where  he  continu¬ 
ed  about  fifteen  months.  On  the  25th  of  the  fame 
month,  an  order  of  court  was  ifliied  for  entering  upon 
and  fequeftring  all  his  eftate  real  and  perfonal ; 
which  was  afterward  executed :  his  goods,  worth 
about  20/.  were  feized  and  difpofed  of  without  ap- 
praifment.  His  freehold  eftate,  worth  about  8c/. 
was  alfo  feized  :  the  perfons  who  made  the  feizure, 
would  not  permit  the  faid  Daniel’s  daughter,  then  in 
the  houfe,  to  take  her  own  wearing  apparel,  till  per- 
fuaded  to  it,  with  much  ado,  by  one  of  their  own 
company  :  they  turned  her  out  of  doors,  lockt  up  the 
houfe,  and  took  the  key  with  them.  On  the  12th  of 
September,  1724,  the  faid  Daniel  by  his  council, 
moved  the  court,  that  the  faid  fequeftration  might  be 
difcharged;  whereupon  it  was  referred  to  the  rcgifter 
to  examine,  and  certify  whether  the  fame  did  regular¬ 
ly  iilue  out,  or  not :  upon  his  report  in  the  affirmative, 
the  fequeftration  was  confirmed;  and  an  order  of 
court  was  made,  requiring  the  faid  Daniel  to  pay  the 
plaintiff  his  cofts  of  the  faid  reference,  which  were 
taxed  at  3/.  9/.  3 d. 
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,3.  Repeated  Profecutions  of  the 
fame  Perfons. 

[. Buckinghamjhire ,  1704.]  John  Babington  was  pro- 
fecuted  for  tithes,  four  years  fucceffively,  at  the  fuit 
of  Ignatius  Fuller,  parfon  of  Sherington  :  in  1704,  in 
the  Common  Pleas  for  treble  damages:  in  1705,  in 
the  Exchequer:  in  170 6,  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court: 
in  1 707,  in  the  Common  Pleas.  The  firft  of  which 
iffued  in  the  feizure  of  his  cattle,  to  the  value  of 
above  40/.  for  7 /.  1 6s.  demanded.  The  fecond,  in 
his  imprifonment  in  Ailfbury  jail,  on  an  attachment. 
The  third,  in  his  imprifonment  there,  on  a  writ  dc 
Excommunicato  capiendo.  And  the  fourth,  in  a  fei¬ 
zure  of  his  goods  to  the  value  of  above  100/.  for  a 
demand  of  25 /.  for  two  years  tithe  ;  one  of  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  fame,  for  which  he  had  been  excom¬ 
municated  and  imprifoned  before. 

[Cumberland.']  Robert  Atkinfon,  of  Laurence 
Holme,  was  profecuted  in  the  Exchequer  for  tithes, 
at  the  fuit  of  Sir  George  Fletcher,  impropriator.  He 
was  firft  imprifoned  at  Caflifle:  in  the  month  called 
Elay,  1698,  he  was  removed  by  Habeas  Corpus  to 
London,  and  committed  to  the  Fleet  prifon,  about 
230  miles  from  his  wife  and  family.  While  he  con¬ 
tinued  prifoner  in  the  Fleet,  the  fuit  was  carried  on 
to  a  fequeftration,  and  in  the  year  1 700,  his  corn  and 
cattle  were  feized  to  the  value  of  58/.  befides  which, 
in  1 70 1,  they  made  two  other  feizures,  and  detained  from 
him  an  horfe  and  cow  worth  61.  1 6s.  6d.  in  all,  64/. 
i6j-.  6d.  for  a  demand  of  2 61.  An  Order  was  alfo  il- 
fued  for  feizing  the  real  eftate  of  the  faid  Robert  At¬ 
kinfon,  but  before  the  attorney  had  time  to  execute 
it,  the  plaintiff,  Sir  George  Fletcher,  died. 

[1708.]  Robert  Atkinfon,  aforefaid,  was  again 
profecuted  in  the  Exchequer,  for  tithes,  at  the  fuit  of 
ILenrv  Fletcher,  impropriator.  Fie  was  committed  to 
Carlifle  jail,  in  the  month  called  May,  1708  ;  and  dii- 
charged  in  the  month  called  July,  1 709,  by  an  a<ft  of 
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general  pardon.  In  1710,  the  faid  Henry  Fletcher  Chap. 
lubpaena’d  him  again  into  the  Exchequer, ;  but  that  V. 
iuit  ended  foon  after  by  the  death  of  the  profecutor.  v'— ’ -J 
He  had  during  the  procefs  againft  him,  his  corn 
and  cattle  feized  at  one  time  to  the  value  of  58/.  is.  gd. 
at  another  time  goods  worth  15/.  and  at  a  third  time 
to  the  value  of  3/. 

IDerby/hire,  1 7 1 1.]/ William  Hancock  of  Cutthorpe, 
was  profecuted  in  the  Exchequer,  at  the  luit  of 
Richard  Milner  and  John  Woodward,  tithe-farmers, 
and  again  in  the  next  year,  1712,  in  the  Common 
Pleas.  He  was  taken  up  by  an  attachment  out  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  committed  to  the  common  jail  at  Chef- 
terfield,  on  the  13th  of  October,  17 n,  and  con¬ 
tinued  prifoner  till  the  25th  of  the  month  called 
March  1712,  and  was  then  fet  at  liberty  by  the  profe¬ 
cutor  s  order,  who  dropt  his  fuit  in  the  Exchequer  ; 
and  foon  after  proceeded  againft  him  in  the  Common 
Pleas  for  treble  damages,  got  an  execution,  and  for  an 
original  demand  of  1 6s.  gd.  for  fix  years,  made  a  fei- 
zure  of  his  houfhold  goods,  and  a  cow,  to  the  value  of 
20/.  leaving  him  nothing  of  value  for  the  ufe  of  his 
wife  and  children. 

\JVerceJlcrJhirc ,  1700.J  Ifaac  Averill,  of  Broadway, 
was  prolecuted  for  tithes,  on  the  ftatute  for  treble 
damages,  at  the  fuit  of  the  Lady  Coventry.  The 
jury  found  the  value  of  the  tithe  for  three  years, 

13/.  and  an  execution  was  awarded  for  39/.  treble 
damages :  his  goods  were  taken  by  diftrefs,  to  the 
value  of  59/.  1  or.  6d. 

Ilaac  Averill,  aforefaid,  was  profecuted  for  tithes, 
on  the  ftatute  for  treble  damages,  at  the  fuit  of 
Anthony  Stevens,  renter,  of  one  fourth  part  of  his 
tithes.  The  tithes  claimed  by  Stevens  amounted  to 
at  moft  but  2/.  iox.  for  which  the  goods  of  the  faid 
Averill  were  feized  by  William  Geatly  and  William 
Weftwood,  bailiffs,  to  the  value  of  31/.  $s. 

C 1 7°3*3  Ifaac  Averill  of  Broadway,  was  profecuted 
for  tithes,  on  the  ftatute  for  treble  damages,  at  the 
fuit  of  John  Phillips,  John  Davies  and  William  Lam- 
pitt,  tithe-farmers  under  the  Lady  Coventry,  for  three 

fourth 
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CHAP,  fourth  parts  of  his  tithes.  The  tithe  due  from  Averill 
v-  for  one  year,  to  the  renters  of  the  three  fourth  parts', 
on  trial  appeared  to  be  but  4/.  6.  8 d.  for  which  were 
taken  from  him  grain,  hay,  ftraw,  &c.  worth 
38/.  4-r.  4 d. 

[1709.]  Ilaac  Averill,  aforefaid,  was  profecuted  for 
tithes,  on  the  ftatute  for  treble  adamages,  at  the  fuit 
of  Anthony  Stevens,  renter,  of  one  fourth  part  of  his 
tithes.  The  faid  Ifaac  Averill,  for  5/.  5 s.  demanded 
by  Stevens,  had  taken  from  him  in  the  year  1709, 
corn,  bedding,  and  other  goods,  worth  44/.  4 s. 

[1710.]  Ilaac  Averill  was  again  profecuted  on  the 
fame  ftatute  for  tithes,  by  the  aforefaid  Anthony 
Stevens.  In  1710,  he  had  taken  from  him  fora  de¬ 
mand  of  5/.  5/.  goods  worth  52/.  10s  6cl. 

[  1 7  1 1 .]  Ifaac  Averill,  aforefaid,  was  profecuted  on 
fame  ftatute,  at  the  fuit  of  the  aforefaid  John  Philips, 
John  Davies  and  William  Lampits.  In  1711,  for 
tithes  of  13/.  Angle  value,  he  had  taken  away,  his 
horfes,  waggon,  plough,  cart,  and  corn,  to  the  value 
of  65/.  1  ir. 

N.  B.  The  faid  Ifaac  Averill,  at  ftx  feveral  times, 
for  tithes  amounting  in  the  whole  but  to  43/.  6s.  8 d. 
had  taken  from  him  goods  worth  291/.  $s.  4 d. 

4.  The  following  Perfons  with 
others  laid  down  their  Lives 
in  rrifon. 

[ Cumberland ,  1702.]  Mable  Henderfon,  of  Kirk- 
banton  in  Cumberland,  was  profecuted  for  fmall 
tithes,  at  the  fuit  of  Thomas  Story,  prieft  of  Banton, 
and  committed  prifoner  to  Carlifle  jail,  on  the  7th  of 
September,  1702,  and  died  a  prifoner. 

[1715].  Thomas  Wilkinfon,  William  Caddy,  An¬ 
thony  Skelton,  Richard  Kirkbride,  John  Drape,  fen. 
and  John  Drape,  jun.  of  Holm-Cultrum,  were  profe¬ 
cuted  for  tithes,  at  the  fuit  of  Jofeph  Johnion  and 
John  Barnes,  tithe-farmers.  They  were  committed 

prifoners, 
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prifoners  to  Carlifle  jail,  Caddy  and  Skelton  died  pri-  chap, 
loners,  and  the  others  continued  four  years.  V. 

[ Leicejlerjhire ,  1705.]  John  Richards  of  Norton, 
was  profecuted  in  the  Exchequer,  for  fmall  tithes,  at 
the  fuit  of  fneophilus  Burditt  and  William  Fenwick, 
priefts  of  Hallaton:  who  had  firft  obtained  a  warrant 
from  Sir  George  Beaumont,  a  juftice  of  the  peace: 

But  afterwards  declined  proceeding  in  that  way,  and 
determined  to  take  a  feverer  courfe,  which  they  did 
effectually;  for  he  was  committed  to  jail,  and  conti¬ 
nued  prifoner  five  years,  until  he  died. 

[Somerfetjhire,  1696.]  William  Lyddon  of  the  parilh 
of  Withil,  was  profecuted  in  the  Exchequer  for 
tithes,  at  the  fuit  of  William  Pratt  in  the  behalf  of 
feme  children  of  an  impropriator.  Lyddon  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Taunton  jail,  in  the  month  called  April, 

1697,  and  was  continued  prifoner  many  years,  till 
he  died. 

[Torkjhire,  1699.]  Richard  Parrott  and  Samuel 
Spanton  of  Nafferton,  were  profecuted  in  the  Eccle- 
fiaftical  court,  for  tithes  and  Eafter-offerings,  at  the  fuit 
of  Robert  Jaggon  of  Nafferton,  impropriator  or  tithe- 
farmer.  Parrot  and  Spanton,  were  both  committed  to 
^  ork  caftle  on  a  writ  de  Excommunicato  capiendo ,  on  the 
13th  of  the  month  called  March,  1699*  The  profe- 
cutor’s  demand  on  Spanton,  was  about  30/.  for  half 
a  year’s  tithes.  After  fome  months  clofe  confinement 
he  was  taken  fick,  and  not  like  to  live;  his  mother 
intreated  the  profecutor  to  permit  him  to  end  his 
days  at  home ;  but  was  anfwered,  That  if  he  would  not 
pay,  his  body  mujl  fuffer :  So  he  died  there  in  prifon, 
on  the  26th  of  OClober  1700,  and  the  profecutor  died 
very  fuddenly  about  two  weeks  after.  Parrott,  for  a 
trivial  fum  for  oblations,  was  continued  a  prifoner 
above  feven  years,  being  releafed  on  the  5th  of  the 
month  called  April,  1707. 

[Torkjbire,  170c.]  Richard  Kendall  of  Hill-houfe- 
bank,  in  the  pardh  of  Leeds,  was  profecuted  in  the 
Ecclefiaftical  court  for  tithes,  at  the  fuit  of  William 
Hewan,  tithe-farmer.  He  was  committed  to  Rothwell 
jail,  by  a  writ  de  Excommunicato  capiendo ,  in  the  month 
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C  H  A  p.  called  June,  1700,  and  died  in  the  fame  prifon,  on 
v.  the  24th  of  the  month  called  January,  1702,  after 
•mJ  about  two  years  and  l'even  months  imprifonment,  for 
2/.  15/.  adjudged  by  the  court. 

Thefe  fpecimens,  extraded  from  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  others  of  like  kind,  are  fufficient  proof, 
that  the  people  called  Quakers  did  not  apply 
to  parliament  for  redrefs,  without  real  and  ur¬ 
gent  reafon;  and  every  unprejudiced  reader 
will  be  ready  to  reflect  wuth  the  Country  Par- 
fon’s  refpondent,  that,  “  The  number  of  fuits 
££  herein  fpecifed,  the  prifoners,  the  d  litre  lies, 
££  and  the  vaft  difparity  between  the  demand 
££  and  fum  exacted  in  fuits  for  lithe,  mull 
££  raife  abhorrence  in  any  compaflionate  mind. 
£C  The  Angle  article  of  one  hundred  pounds,  taken 
££  for  eighteen  pence ,  would  be  a  juft  reafon  for 
££  abolilhing  tithes,  if  fuits  for  them  could  not 
££  be  carried  on  in  more  humane  methods.” 

1740.  The  clergy  by  their  exertions  prevented  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  this  fociety,  from  ruinous 
profecutions,  being  paffed  into  an  ad ;  but  could 
not  prevent  free  remarks  being  made  upon  the 
many  hard  cafes,  contained  in  the  fpecification 
published  at  the  Alliance  of  their  advocate,  ex- 
prelfive  of  cenfure  and  diflike  of  fuch  proceed- 
The  clergy ings.  To  prevent  or  alleviate  the  difrepute  to 
puhiifh  ex-  their  charader,  naturally  refulting  therefrom, 
ons'of'the  the  clergy  of  feveral  diocefes  publifhed  exa- 
cafes.  ruinations  of  thefe  cafes,  as  far  as  thofe  of  their 
refpedive  diocefes  were  concerned.  The  drift 
of  thefe  examinations  feemed  to  be  to  palliate, 
and  put  a  deceptive  glofs  upon  fads,  which 
they  could  not  difprove ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
by  unfair  refledions  and  uncandid  inftnuations 

to 
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to  bring  the  Quakers  under  fufpicion  of  artifice,  chap, 
of  which  they  were  innocent.  This  put  them  v  | 

under  the  ueceffity  of  publifhing  vindications  I740. 
of  their  Irief  account  of  fa£ls,  and  of  themfelves  Anfwered 
from  the  invidious  fuggeftions  of  their  ene-  hfvindka. 
mies.  In  reply  to  what  had  been  infinuated  in  tiontherc- 
one  of  thefe  examinations,  they  alledge  that  of‘ 
they  have  proved, 

1.  That  1 180  perfons  have  been  profecuted.  Recapitu- 

2.  That  302  of  them  were  committed  to 
prifon. 

3.  That  9  of  them  died  prifoners. 

4.  That  the  fums  fued  for  were  frequently 
from  to  $s.  that  in  one  cafe  a  poor  widow 
and  her  fon,  were  imprifoned  eleven  months  on 
a  verdidl  for  one  penny  for  tithe- wool.  And 
that  in  another  cafe  two  perfons  were  excom¬ 
municated,  and  fent  to  jail;  for  a  demand  of 
but  one  farthing  *  each,  for  a  church-rate. 

5.  That 

*  John  Walton  . of  Shildon,  Thomas  Lackenby  of  Bifhop 
Aukland,  Ralph  Dixon  of  Woodhoufe,  Love-God  Mur- 
waite  of  Eifhop  Aukland,  widow,  and  John  Dalton  of  the 
fame,  were  profecuted  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  court,  at  the  fuit 
of  Thomas  Sayer  and  William  Slater,  wardens,  fora  church- 
rate  fo  called. 

The  demands  were  on  Walton,  two  fhillings  and  fix  pence, 

Lackenby,  two  pence  halfpenny,  Dixon  one  farthing;  on 
the  widow  Murwaite,  four  pence,  and  on  Dalton,  one  far¬ 
thing  ;  they  were  all  committed  to  Durham  jail,  on  a  writ 
de  Excommunicato  capiendo  ;  but  feveral  of  their  neighbours, 
troubled  at  their  imprifonment  for  fuch  trifles,  paid  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  court,  and  got  them  difcharged. 

Such  trivial  caufes  of  excommunication,  are  a  degrading 
of  that  office,  which  ought  to  be  chiefly  referved  for  a  refti- 
mony  again!!  grofs  enormities  or  immoralities.  In  thefe 
latter  cafes  to  allow  a  pecuniary  cotnpenfation  to  buy  off  the 
cenfure,  is  prieft-craft  imported  from  Rome,  toiffue  them  on 
frivolous  occafions  deftroys  their  force,  as  matters  of  difci- 

pline; 
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c  h  a  p.  5.  That  a  great  part  of  thofe  profecutions 
v  )  were  for  funis  not  exceeding  40J. 

1740.  6.  That  heavy  cods  ana  rigorous  executions 

have  attended  thofe  proiecutions,  of  which  there 
are  a  great  many  inftances ;  in  fome  of  which 
the  proportion  of  the  fums  levied  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  demand,  is  greater  than  that  of  800/.  for 
demands  of  fifteen. 

The  fpecifications  in  the  account  publifhed  by 
friends,  therefore,  are  fo  far  from  being  de¬ 
fective,  that  they  demonftrate,  the  grievances 
complained  of  to  be  really  greater  than  ’twas 
reprefented. 

After  the  perufal  of  this  fummary  review,  can 
any  thing  be  more  clearly  manifeft,  than  that 
the  Quakers  did  not  apply  for  redrefs  of  imagi¬ 
nary  or  pretended,  but  of  real  and  very  fevere 
grievances  ;  and  the  reafon  why  their  petition 
was  at  laft  rejecled,  may,  perhaps  be  gathered 
from  the  following  paffage  in  a  defence  of  rea- 
f cns  for  not  paying  tithes ,  viz. 

£  I  think  itis  more  than  probable,  that  the  dif- 
‘  cernmentandmoderationofthelatterageshaving 
£  reje£led  the  principles  which  were  the  original 
£  foundation  of  tithes,  would  naturally  have  re- 
£  jeCled  the  tithes  alfo;  or  if  they  did  not  think 
*  proper  to  repeal,  would  have  modified  thefe 
£  tithe-laws  with  more  equal  regulations  ere  now, 
c  were  it  not  that  the  clergy,  ftill  forming  a  body 

£  diftinct 


pline  ;  to  enforce  them  in  fuch  cafes  by  the  civil  fanftions  of 
Romilh  canons,  is  an  cppreffive  grievance  ;  and  to  excommu¬ 
nicate  thofe  who  were  never  of  their  communion,  is  exceed- 
ingly  ridiculous  and  abfurd  In  any  civil  concern  bow 
would  that  manexpofe  himfclf  to  cenfure  and  reproach,  who 
would  go  to  law  for  one  groat  or  one  farthing  ;  fuits  for 
fuch  fums  feem  peculiar  to  ecciellaftical  demands. 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS.  303 

*  diftinCi  from  the  body  of  the  people,  with  chap. 
4  feparate  views  and  interefts,  have  conftantly  v~ 

4  watched  over  the  intereft  of  the  church,  im-  174Q. 

‘  properly  fo  called,  that  is  their  own  interefts, 

*  with  a  jealoufy  ready  to  take  the  alarm  at 
4  every  attempt,  however  reafonable,  wTbich 
‘  they  apprehended  had  ever  lo  remote  a  ten- 
4  dency  to  affeCt  their  .revenues,  or  even  their 
4  power  of  inflicting  penalties  on  thofe  who 
‘  queftioned  their  claims,  and  to  exert  the 
‘  wreight  of  their  united  influence,  which  from 
4  their  character  and  connections  is  a  very  powT- 
4  erful  one,  to  fruftrate  any  fuch  attempt.’ 

By  the  different  examinations  on  the  part  of the 
clergy,  and  the  vindications  of  their  brief  ac¬ 
count,  the  people  called  Quakers  had  a  contro- 
verfy  on  their  hands  till  the  year  1740,  by 
which  time  they  received  the  folknving  account 
of  a  fimilar  profecution,  whereby  three  friends 
were  committed  to  York  caftle. 


The  fuffering  cafes  of  Richard  Ward,  Ben-  Cafe  of  R. 
44  jamin  Burn,  and  William  Boocock,  on  the 

44  account  of  refufing  to  pay  tithes.  w.  Boo¬ 

cock. 


44  We  the  faid  Richard  Ward  and  Benjamin 
44  Burn  of  Hillam,  in  the  parifh  of  Monk-Fryf- 
44  ton  in  the  county  of  York,  and  William 
44  Boocock  of  Mithley,  in  the  fame  county,  who 
44  had  dwelt  at  Hillam;  wrere  all  fubptena’d  to 
44  appear  at  the  Exchequer  bar  in  Trinity  term, 
44  1735,  at  the  fuit  of  Robert  Robinfon  of 
44  Monk-Fryfton,  tithe-farmer,  under  Dr.  Tho- 
44  mas  Sharp,  prebendary  of  *  Wiftow,  to  anfwer 

44  a 


*  A  prebenil  belonging  to  the  cathedral  of  York. 
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“  a  bill  which  he  filed  againft  us,  in  which  he 
“  complained  againft  us  for  keeping  and  de- 
“  taining  from  him  the  tithes  of  our  corn,  hay, 
“  and  other  fmali  tithes,  though  he  or  his 
<c  fervants,  had  taken  our  com  from  us  in 
“  kind  every  year;  if  he  happened  to  mifs 
“  taking  it,  he  took  more  for  it  the  next  year ; 
“  and  he  might  have  taken  from  us  the  value  of 
££  our  finall  tithes,  at  any  time  by  juftices  war- 
“  rant,  w  ithout  putting  himfelf  or  us  to  fuch 
££  great  trouble  and  expenfe.  In  Michaelmas 
«  term  following  we  put  in  our  anfwers,  and 
££  gave  an  account  of  the  value  of  our  tithes, 
££  according  to  the  beft  of  our  knowledge . 
££  after  feveral  terms  he  amended  his  bill ;  after 
“  wrhich  he  replied,  and  refufed  to  accept  of 
££  our  anfwers :  Some  time  after  he  amended  his 
££  replication,  and  left  out  the  tithes  of  our 
“  corn ;  then  called  for  a  commiflion  of  enquiry 
“  to  examine  witneffes,  &c.  w'hich  w  as  held 
££  at  Pontefract,  in  the  nth  month  called  Ja- 
“  nuary,  1737,  the  charge  of  which  cofts  us 
££  on  our  part  above  16/.  though  he  proved 
££  fcarce  any  thing  more  in  value,  than  what  we 
££  had  confeffed  in  our  anfwers.  In  Michael- 
££  mas  term  following,  1738,  he  obtained  a  de- 
££  cree  againft  us ;  Ward,  for  nine  years  fmali 
££  tithes,  4/.  19J.  9 d.  Burn,  for  nine  years  fmali 
££  tithes,  2/.  17 s.  6 d.  Boocock,  for  five  years 
££  fmali  tithes,  1  /.  m.  id.  and  alfo  a  decree  for 
££  cofts,  57/.  3^.  4 d.  and  for  our  confcientioufly 
££  refufing  to  pay  the  abovefaid  fums,  we  were 
££  taken  up  by  attachments  iffuing  out  of  the 
££  Exchequer  court  in  Eafter  term,  1 740,  and 
££  committed  prifoners  to  York  caftle,  the  30th 
££  of  3d  month  called  May  following,  and  have 
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cc  remained  prifoners  here  ever  fince,  to  the  chap. 
“  great  lofs  and  detriment  of  our  families.”  v- 


York  caftle  the  7  th  of 
the  3d  month,  1741. 


Richard  Ward. 
Benjamin  Burn. 
W  illiam  Boocock. 


“  N.  B.  A  little  time  before  we  were  brought 
cc  hither  prifoners  in  the  3d  month,  1740,  the 
“  faid  Robert  Robinfon,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant 
“  from  Robert  Mitford  and  Robert  Pockley, 
“  jufiices,  diftrained  one  cow  of  Richard 
“  Ward’s,  appraifed  at  3/.  105.  for  five  years 
“  fmall  tithes,  fince  the  aforefaid  fuit  com- 
“  menced;  and  from  Benjamin  Burn  he  di- 
“  firained  a  cow  and  a  calf  valued  at  2/.  15^. 
<c  for  tithes,  fince  the  faid  fuit  commenced.” 

Had  this  tithe-farmer,  who  appears  to  have 
known  the  method  of  recovering  by  jufiices  war¬ 
rant,  taken  that  method  for  the  recovery  of  the 
tithes  which  he  fued  in  the  Exchequer  for, 
would  it  not  have  been  much  better  for  himfelf, 
as  well  as  his  neighbours  ?  for  he  might 
then  have  got  the  tithes  he  now  loll,  and  have 
faved  himfelf  the  expenfe  of  57/.  3^.  4 d.  and 
perhaps  much  more  which  the  Exchequer  pro- 
fecution  might  coft  him:  had  the  reftriction  the 
Quakers  defired  taken  place,  this  tithe-farmer 
would  have  received  a  very  confiderable  advan¬ 
tage  thereby,  in  being  withheld  from  hurting 
himfelf  to  inaprifon  his  neighbours. 

Each  had  a  feparate  warrant  for  the  cofts, 
which  w  as  57/.  35.  4 d.  they  w  ere  difcharged  the 
13th  of  6th  month,  1743,  by  virtue  of  a  claufe 
in  the  a£l  for  infolvents,  palled  in  the  laft  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  without  paying  the  ufual 
Vo l.  IV.  X  fees 
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fees  to  the  jailer :  by  the  following  juftices  of 
the  peace,  who  met  at  the  caftle  of  York,  pur- 
fuant  to  an  adjournment  of  quarter  feflions  from 
Bradford,  the  21ft  of  the  5th  month  laft,  and 
before  whom  the  prifoners  appeared,  viz. 
Francis  Barlow, 

Richard  Dawfon, 

Mark  Braithwate,  L.  D.  an  advocate, 
Richard  Gilpin  Sowry. 

It  was  pleaded  by  council  on  behalf  of  the 
profecutor,  that  the  whole  cofts  of  fuit,  viz. 
57/.  3J.  4 d.  was  chargeable  on  any  one  or  two 
of  the  prifoners,  if  the  third  was  infuffitient ;  it 
being  given  in  by  the  profecutor’s  evidence, 
that  William  Boocock  had  no  effects,  real  or 
perfonal. 

The  juftices  laid  before  the  profecutor  his 
cruelty,  and  took  off  his  demand  upon  William 
Boocock,  and  one  third  part  of  the  cofts,  and  dif- 
charged  William  Boocock. 


Isor  would  the  juftices  lay  Wm.  Boocoek’s 
part  upon  the  other  two  friends  ;  and  taking  off 
twenty  pounds,  which  Dr.  Sharpe  allowed  the 
profecutor  upon  renewing  the  leafe,  granted  a 
warrant  for  diftrefs,  as  follows. 


On  Richard  Ward,  for  tithes. 

£■ 

4 

s. 

19 

d. 

9t 

For  one  third  cofts,  — 

12 

7 

9 

In  all 

17 

7 

6? 

On  Beniamin  Burn,  for  tithes. 

2 

17 

6 

For  one  third  cofts,  — 

12 

7 

9 

In  all 

15 

5 

3 

On 
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On  the  profecutor’s  return  from  the  levy,  they 
were  all  three  releafed;  William  Boocoek 
freely. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  fome  members  of 
this  fociety,  of  eminent  ufefulnefs  among  their 
brethren,  had  been  removed  by  death,  accounts 
of  whom  I  have  deferred  in  courfe,  with  a 
view  not  to  interrupt  the  narrative  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  reference  to  their  petition,  for  the  re- 
d/efs  of  their  grievances  in  thefe  profecutions  for 
tithes. 


CHAP. 


1740. 


CHAP  vi. 


Account  of  Alexander  Arfcott.— Samuel  Overton. 

— John  Gurney.— Benjamin  Bangs.— James 
Die  ken  fan . — 7  homas  Story. — John  Bother  gill . 

I  N  the  year  1737,  Alexander  Arfcott  of  Brif-  chap. 
tol,  an  ufeful  and  refpe£table  member  of  civil  V|- 
and  religious  fociety,  was  removed  from  works  ' 

to  rewards.  His  father  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Account  of 
church  of  England,  incumbent  of  Southmoulton  Alcxander 
in  Devonfhire,  and  defigning  this  fon  for  the  Arfcotc' 
fame  function,  he  gave  him  an  education  fuita- 
ble  thereto;  after  the  preparatory  tuition  at 
fchool,  he  was  removed  to  the  uuiverfity  at 
Oxford  to  complete  his  ltudies.  But  now  when 
he  had  acquired  the  attainments  elleemed  fui- 
table  qualifications  for  undertaking  the  facerdo- 
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c  h  a  p.  ta]  office,  and  might  have  had  a  reafonable  pro- 

t  '  .  fpect  of  preferment,  (liis  father  being  well  re- 
1737.  fpected  and  beloved  among  the  great  men  in 
that  country,)  religious  confiderations  prepon¬ 
derating  in  his  mind,  turned  his  view  s  from 
worldly  profpects  to  thofe  of  an  everlaftirg  du¬ 
ration,  and  by  the  convincement  of  his  judg¬ 
ment,  being  induced  to  adopt  the  profeflion  of 
the  people  called  Quakers,  he  declined  the 
thoughts  of  purfuing  the  line  of  life  intended 
for  him.  This  gave  his  parents  great  anxiety, 
both  as  appearing  to  them  a  miilaken  choice, 
and  difappointirg  their  hopes  of  his  preferment, 
infomuch  that  they  frequently  gave  vent  to  their 
forrowr  with  tears,  whereby  the  feelings  of 
filial  affection  were  awakened  in  him  to  join  in 
their  forrows ;  and  to  call  in  queftion  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  bis  choice,  as  he  had  been  and  de- 
fired  to  be  a  dutiful  fon  to  tender  and  affection¬ 
ate  parents;  his  underftanding  became  clouded 
for  a  feafon,  by  doubts  refpecting  the  propriety 
of  his  condudh 

Being  hereby  brought  low  in  his  mind,  and 
ftill  defirous  above  all  things  to  pleafe  his  maker 
by  doing  his  will  to  the  bell  of  his  underftand¬ 
ing;  to  keep  a  coufeience  void  of  offence  to 
God  and  to  man,  (efpecially  to  his  parents)  as 
far  as  might  be  confiftent  with  what  might  ap¬ 
pear  to  him  required  as  duty  to  the  Almighty. 
During  this  feafon  of  fpiritual  conflitffi,  he  was 
much  exercifed  in  inward  fupplication  to  be 
rightly  dire&ed,  and  therein  received  a  frefh 
fight,  that,  if  he  would  be  Chrift’s  difciple  he 
mult  forfake  father  and  mother  for  him,  and  be 
faithful  to  the  manifeftation  of  his  will  in  all 
things. 


He 
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He  then  found  there  was  no  other  way  to  at-  c  h  a  p. 
tain  that  folid  peace  of  mind,  of  which  he  was  v1, 
in  purfuir,  but  by  yielding  unreferved  obedience 
to  the  difcovery  of  duty;  this  appears  the  mov¬ 
ing  eaufe  of  his  joining  in  fociety  with  the 
people  called  Quakers,  as  being  experimentally 
convinced  of  the  reality  of  the  inward  appear- 
ance  o  1  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  neceffity 
thereof  to  enable  men  to  overcome  their  evil 
propenfities,  and  lead  them  into  a  life  of  virtue 
and  holinefs.  From  that  time  till  his  deceafe, 
being  about  thirty -five  years,  and  wrhen  he  was 
fettled  here  in  good  bufinefs,  and  in  eftimation 
with  his  fellow  citizens,  he  had  the  fatisfa&ion 
to  find  his  parents  better  reconciled  to  his 
change;  and  that  his  intereft  with  his  friends 
and  others,  put  him  in  a  capacity  of  being  fervice- 
able  to  the  reft  of  his  father’s  family,  by  pro¬ 
curing  them  good  places  for  getting  a  liveli¬ 
hood. 

Upon  his  entering  into  this  fociety,  his 
worldly  profpedls  vaniftied  of  courfe.  But  his 
good  qualities  engaging  the  efteem  and  cordial 
regard  of  his  new  friends,  it  was  not  long  ’till 
he  found  encouragement  amongft  them  in  that 
line  of  life,  which  by  his  education  he  was  well 
qualified  to  undertake.  Fie  removed  to  the 
city  ot  Briftol,  about  the  year  1 702,  and  kept 
fchool  there  for  the  education  of  his  friends 
children  and  others  with  reputation.  Fie  re¬ 
ceived  a  gilt  in  the  miniftry,  his  labours  wThere- 
in  were  very  acceptable  and  edifying  to  his 
friends,  amongft  whom  he  chiefly  exercifed  it, 
of  which  they  gave  this  teftimony,  that,  “  his 
“  miniftry  gave  evidence  of  its  purity,  being 
“  accompanied  w  ith  divine  wifdom,  powrer  and 
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c  h  a  p. Cf  life”.  Although  he  did  not  travel  much  from 
yl_  t  home,  yet  he  occafionally  Hfited  fundry  meet- 
ings  in  the  counties  adjacent,  to  the  edification 
of  his  friends.  He  alio  generally  attended  the 
yearly  meeting  in  London. 

.  The  abilities  and  purity  of  his  mind  manifeft- 
ed  in  a  circumfpeft  life  and  converfation,  en- 
creafed  the  efteem  in  which  he  was  held  not  on¬ 
ly  by  his  intimate  friends,  but  alfo  with  the  good 
and  judicious  part  of  his  neighbours,  and  his 
acquaintance  in  a  general  way. 

His  love  to  God  was  manifefted  by  an  unaf¬ 
fected  and  fervent  piety;  his  love  to  his  neigh¬ 
bours  by  his  readinefs  to  do  good  to  all  men,  as 
far  as  in  his  power.  In  the  fociety  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  his  fervice  was  very  beneficial 
and  extenfive,  not  only  publicly  in  the  exercife 
of  a  lively  and  affecting  miniltry,  and  fkilful  ex¬ 
ertions  for  introducing  and  preferving  good  or¬ 
der  in  general ;  but  in  a  more  private  way,  in 
preventing  differences,  and  promoting  love  and 
unity  amongft  them,  under  the  impreilion  of  love 
and  tender  fvmpathetic  concern,  vifiting  'the 
widow  and  fatherlefs;  the  afflidted  in  body  and 
mind,  the  lick,  the  difconfolate  and  the  poor ;  to 
each.of  whom  he  would  freely  extend  a  hand  of 
help, adminiftringaffiflance,confolation, and  gene¬ 
rous  contributions  himfelf,  and  ufing  his  influence 
with  others  to  contribute  to  the  want  of  fucb  as 
flood  in  need  of  food  and  raiment.  “  Blcffed 
“  are  the  merciful,  for  they  fhall  obtain 
cc  mercy.” 

The  inftanees  of  his  benevolence  and  the  re- 
fpectability  of  his  character,  were  not  confined 
within  the  pale  of  the  fociety;  confpicuous 
amongft  his  fellow  citzens  for  judgment,  under- 
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Handing  and  integrity,  he  was  very  much  em-  chap. 
ployed  in  deciding  differences  between  them, 
either  as  arbitrator  or  umpire :  fo  that  to  the  ,-^7. 
bleiling  of  the  peace  maker,  he  might  feem  to 
have  a  title  above  moll. 

He  wrote  fundry  tracls,-  which  were  well  re¬ 
ceived,  particularly  thofe  entitled.  Some  Conjider- 
atiofis  relative  to  the  prefent  State  of  the  Chrijiian 
Religion. 

His  laft  indifpolition  was  a  diabetes,  which 
gradually  weakened  him,  till  at  laft  in  a  peace¬ 
ful  frame  of  mind,  he  departed  this  life,  the 
30th  of  1  ft  month,  1737,  in  the  6 ill  year  of  his 
age. 

Samuel  Overton  of  Grovefield,  in  the  county  Account  of 
of  Warwick,  was  bom  in  the  parifh  of  Tach-Samuel 
brook  in  that  county,  in  the  year  1668,  of  Pa-°'erton‘ 
rents  in  religious  fociety  with  the  people  called 
Quakers,  by  whom  he  wTas  educated  in  the  fame 
profellion. 

The  circumftances  of  his  father  (a  hufband- 
man  engaged  in  hard  labour  on  his  farm  for  his 
lubfiftence)  feem  not  to  have  been  fuch  as  afford¬ 
ed  him  the  advantage  of  obtaining  much  learn¬ 
ing.  Being  in  his  youth  inured  to  bodily  labour, 
he  was  very  helpful  to  his  father  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  buhnefs.  He  was  favoured  with 
good  fenfe  and  a  comprehenfive  natural  capaci¬ 
ty,  fo  far  compenfating  for  the  defe£l  of  his  edu¬ 
cation,  that  he  wanted  neither  underftanding 
nor  fkill  in  the  prudent  and  fuccefsful  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  temporal  affairs,  or  his  fpiritual 
calling. 

For,  through  the  divine  bleiling  profpering 
his  honeft  and  judicious  exertions  in  his  occu¬ 
pation  as  a  farmer,  he  procured  not  only  a  com¬ 
fortable 
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a  p.  fortable  fubfiftence  on  a  farm,  where  his  honefl 

' _ ,  parents  laboured  under  very  great  difficulties, 

i737.  but  in  procefs  of  time  attained  to  plentiful  cir- 
cunilianees. 

And  in  the  laborious  feafon  of  his  youth,  be¬ 
ing  humbled  in  mind,  he  was  favoured  with  a 
merciful  vifitation  from  on  high,  whereby  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  religious  turn,  inducing  him  to  purfue 
after  the  attainment  of  the  durable  riches  of 
righteoufnefs,  after  which  his  learch  was  not  in 
vain.  For  as  he  was  faithful  to  manifefted  duty, 
he  received  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  to 
preach,  and  laboured  diligently  therein  to  the 
edification  of  his  friends  and  others.  He  tra¬ 
velled  frequently  abroad  in  religious  vifits  to  his 
friends  in  different  parts  of  England  and  Wales, 
particularly  in  the  weftern  counties  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  for  many  years  attended  the  yearly 
meeting  of  London ;  in  all  which  his  labours 
in  the  miniftry  were  very  acceptable  and  fer- 
viceable.  Being  a  man  of  univerfal  benevo¬ 
lence,  and  well  qualified  to  propagate  righteouf- 
nels,  and  the  do£lrines  of  pure  chriftianity,  he 
was  concerned  to  appoint  meetings  for  the  in¬ 
formation  and  benefit  of  people  of  other  perfua- 
fions.  The  fame  principle  excited  him  to  be 
frequent  in  attending  marriages,  and  burials 
amongft  friends  in  the  county  wherein  he  re- 
fided,  and  thofe  adjacent,  as  affording  opportu¬ 
nities  of  fpreading  the  doftrine  of  truth  among 
the  people  in  a  general  way. 

He  was  no  lefs  diftinguifhed  for  his  fervice  in 
meetings  of  difcipline,  being  one  of  the  firft  who 
was  remarkably  zealous  to  eltabliffi  and  keep 
them  up  in  thofe  pans.  He  was  a  man  of  found 
judgment,  and  Ready  deportment  therein,  often 

ad\  ifmg 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS.  313 

adviling  friends  to  a  difpaflionate  temper  ofc  hap. 
mind,  and  to  fpeak  from  a  fenfe  of  truth,  which  Vl' 
he  was  careful  to  exemplify  in  his  own  condudl, 
being  a  pattern  of  meeknefs  and  brotherly  con- 
defcenfion. 

His  private  chara61er,  as  defcribed  by  his 
friends,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  him, 
appears  to  be  truly  refpe6lable,  viz.  that  he 
was  an  affectionate  hufband,  a  tender  father,  a 
kind  and  liberal  mailer,  a  true  and  faithful 
friend,  a  generous  and  good  neighbour;  chari¬ 
table  to  the  poor,  and  fympathizing  with  the 
affli£ted ;  open-hearted  and  hofpitable  to  his 
friends ;  a  lover  and  promoter  of  peace,  he  was 
often  chofen  an  arbitrator  to  compofe  differen¬ 
ces  amongfl:  his  friends  and  others ;  in  which 
capacity  his  coolnefs,  fagacity  and  impartiality, 
enabled  him  to  bring  them  generally  to  an  agree¬ 
able  iffue. 

He  not  only  in  dodlrine  zealoufly  and  repeat¬ 
edly  recommended  a  holy  and  circumfpedt  life 
and  deportment,  but  was  a  lively  pattern  and 
example  thereof,  in  his  own  converfation  and 
conduct. 

He  had  a  lingering  illnefs  for  feveral  months, 
which  he  bore  with  chriftian  patience;  and  as 
often  as  the  intermillion  of  his  diftemper  would 
admit,  he  was  very  diligent  in  attending  meet¬ 
ings,  wherein  he  very  devoutly  exercil’ed  his 
gift,  and  was  fupported  and  carried  through  in 
the  difcharge  thereof,  beyond  what  could  in  the 
eye  of  reafon  be  expe&ed,  being  freely  given  up 
to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  the  lervice  of  truth ; 
and  even  at  the  lalt  meeting  he  had  amonglt 
friends  at  Warwick,  in  the  week  he  died,  not- 
witb (landing  the  infirmities  of  his  body,  he  was 
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chap,  deeply  and  excellently  concerned  in  teftimony ; 
t  VI'  ,  and,  as  if  fenfible  of  his  approaching  death,  and 
,7^7  the  lofs  which  the  church  was  likely  to  fuftain 
by  his  removal,  he  fervently  befought  the  Lord 
in  prayer,  that  out  of  his  abundant  goodnefs,  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  raife  up  and  J end  more  labour¬ 
ers  into  his  harvejl ;  which  was  very  affecting 
and  heart-tendering  to  feveral  then  prefent.  * 

He  departed  this  life  the  23d  of  the  feventh 
month,  1737,  and  was  interred  in  friends  burial 
ground  in  Warwick,  the  27th  of  the  fame,  be¬ 
ing  attended  by  a  great  number  of  friends  and 
neighbours,  and  generally  lamented  by  all  forts 
of  people,  aged  69,  a  minifter  about  forty-eight 
years. 

1740.  John  Gurney,  of  Norwich,  was  defeended  of 
thnGu^ wort;hy  and  reipedlable  parents,  who  received 
ney.  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  foon  after  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  friends  in  that  city.  His  Father  had  no 
fmall  fhare  in  fuffering  for  his  religious  teftimo¬ 
ny  in  the  moft  fevere  perfecutions  to  which 
friends  were  expofed  in  thofe  early  times,  and 
remained  unfhaken  in  his  faithfulnefs  to  the  end 
of  his  days.  His  parents  took  particular  care 
in  giving  their  children  a  religious  education, 
and  had  the  confolation  to  behold  the  beneficial 
effedls  thereof,  in  moft  of  them. 

This  their  fon  John  Gurney,  in  particular, 
being  early  illuminated  with  wifdom  to  difeern 
the  folly  and  vanity  of  youthful  delights  and 
purfuits,  turned  his  attention  to  religious  and 
virtuous  confiderations  in  his  young  years;  and 
by  fubmitting  to  the  guidance  of  the  holy  Spirit, 
he  grew  in  experience,  in  fanclification,  and  in 
an  uuderftanding  of  the  myfteries  of  the  gofpel; 
and  about  the  2 2d  year  of  his  age,  his  mouth 
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was  opened  in  miniftry  in  the  religious  affem-  chap. 
blies  of  his  friends,  much  to  their  edification  VK 
and  comfort ;  and  as  he  advanced  in  years  and 
experience,  his  excellent  gift  was  enlarged,  he 
being  an  eloquent  man,  and  mighty  in  the  fcrip- 
tures.  His  miniftry  was  often  attended  with 
the  demonftration  of  the  fpirit  and  of  power; 
his  exprefiion  plain  and  intelligible  to  the  mean- 
eft  capacity ,  and  his  doctrines  fuitably  adapted 
to  the  ftates  of  the  auditory  reached  the  witnefs 
of  God  in  many  of  their  hearts :  he  approved 
himfelf  a  workman  that  needed  not  to  be  afham- 
ed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.  Though 
his  eminent  qualifications  made  many  delight 
to  fit  under  his  miniftry,  and  feek  opportunities 
for  that  purpofe,  yet  he  affeded  not  popularity; 
but  frequently  gave  way  to  others,  perhaps  lefs 
defired,  chufing  rather  to  remain  unnoticed,  than 
to. appear  to  gratify  or  pleafe  the  itching  ear; 
being  careful  deeply  to  attend  to  the  motion  of 
truth  in  his  own  mind,  before  he  entered  upon 
his  labours  in  the  miniftry. 

He  had  a  high  efteem  for  the  good  order  ef- 
tablifhed  in  the  religious  fociety  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  often  exprefling  his  fentiment, 

“  That  he  believed  their  conftitution  refpe&ing 
“  difcipline,  was  preferable  to  any  other  now 
“  fubfifting  in  the  world,”  and  was  diligent  not 
only  in. attending  meetings  of  worfhip,  but  thofe 
for  difcipline  alfo,  wherein  he  difcovered  him¬ 
felf  to  be  a  member  well  qualified  for  fervice, 
and  fkilful  in  managing  matters  of  difcipline  ; 
being  a  man  of  clear  conception,  underftanding, 
penetration  and  expreflion;  his  lentiments  ge¬ 
nerally  carried  convi&ion  with  them,  w'hereby 
great  regard  was  paid  to  his  judgment,  not 
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chap,  only  in  the  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  to 
VL  which  he  belonged ;  but  the  general  affembly 
17“  of  his  brethren  in  the  yearly  meeting  at  Lon¬ 
don.  He  was  no  lcfs  confpicuous  for  his  capa¬ 
city  and  judgment  in  ch  il  affairs,  wherein  he 
was  capable  and  ready  to  fere e  both  thofe  of 
his  own  fociety,  and  other  members  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  many  of  whom  received  benefits 
from  his  fervices,  which  procured  him  the  gene¬ 
ral  love  and  eheem  of  people  of  all  ranks,  even 
the  great  men  of  this  world ;  yet  he  was  pre- 
ferved  from  exaltation  in  profperity,  and  cau- 
tioufly  avoided  opportunities  of  applaufe,  which 
frequently  offered. 

His  life  and  eonverfation  adorned  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  gofpel,  which  he  was  concerned  to 
publifh  to  the  w  orld ;  being  a  pattern  of  fobrie- 
ty,  chahity,  moderation,  temperance  and  other 
chriftian  virtues.  In  his  family,  an  affectionate 
hufoand,  an  indulgent  and  tender  father,  and  a 
kind  mailer.  In  religious  fociety,  a  faithful  over- 
feer,  a  wife  counfellor  and  a  heady  friend. 
Among  his  neighbours  and  countrymen  of 
all  denominations,  an  ufeful  afiihant  on  many 
occafions,  by  free  and  candid  advice,  which 
as  application  was  made  to  him,  he  generouhy 
communicated. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  time,  he  was  af¬ 
flicted  with  great  pain,  being  for  fome  years 
grievoufly  affeCled  with  the  hone  and  gravel, 
which  very  much  weakened  his  conhitution ; 
yet  his  foul  feemed  fupported  with  chriftian  for¬ 
titude,  in  patience  and  refignation  to  the  divine 
will.  And  although  his  long  indifpohtion  pre¬ 
vented  his  travelling  much  abroad,  to  viht  the 
churches  in  the  different  parts  of  his  native 
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country,  as  he  had  formerly  done,  to  the  edi-  chap. 
fication  of  his  friends,  yet  he  frequently  attend-  VI- 
ed  the  religious  affemblies  of  his  brethren  at 
home,  amongft  whom  in  his  ftate  of  bodily 
weaknefs,  he  was  often  engaged  in  a  living  and 
efficacious  miniftry,  whereby  many  were  pow¬ 
erfully  reached,  and  atfeded  with  lalting  im- 
preffious  of  religious  thoughtfulnefs  in  their 
minds. 

Thefe  painful  diftempers  grew  upon  him,  ’till 
they  terminated  his  exiftence  in  this  life,  the 
19th  of  nth  month,  1740;  and  as  he  had  en¬ 
gaged  the  general  efteem  of  his  friends  and  fel¬ 
low-citizens,  they  manifefted  their  refpetft  to  his 
memory  by  a  very  numerous  attendance  of  his 
body  to  the  grave :  a  folemn  meeting  was  held 
to  edification,  wherein  the  folidity  of  the  large 
affembly  teftified  the  univerfal  regret  for  his 
removal. 

Benjamin  Bangs,  of  Stockport,  in  Cheffiire,  ,7+f 
was  a  minifter  of  eminence  in  his  day,  of  whom.  Account  of 
however,  for  want  of  information  and  materials,  f^jasmm 
1  cannot  be  fo  particular  in  my  relation,  as  bis  * 
fervices  at  home  and  abroad  for  more  than  fix- 
ty  years,  might  feem  to  demand ;  and  therefore 
mull  reftrict  myfelf  to  the  following  teftimony  to 
his  qualifications  and  fervices,  by  his  friends 
of  the  quarterly  meeting  to  which  he  belonged. 

He  was  born  in  the  parifh  of  Longham,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  the  ill  of  10th  month,  1652, 
and  was  religioufly  educated  in  the  principles 
of  the  church  of  England.  The  Lord  was  pleaf- 
ed  in  his  young  and  tender  years  to  extend  a 
merciful  vifitation  of  love  to  him,  with  which 
he  was  at  times  deeply  affefted  ;  and  about  the 
19th  year  of  his  age,  being  then  fettled  iii  L011- 
.  don. 
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c  h  a  p.don,  was  convinced  of  the  bleffed  truth;  and 
Vf-  fhortly  after  he  came  forth  in  a  public  tefti- 
,  7+I  mony,  and  became  an  able  miniller  of  the  gofpel  * 
of  Chrift :  in  which  he  laboured  faithfully  and 
fervently,  in  divers  parts  of  this  nation  and  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  *,  and  was  inftrumental  in 
the  convincement  of  many. 

In  the  year  1683,  he  married  Mary  Lowe, 
of  the  county  of  Chefhire,  and  fettled  in  that 
county.  After  which  he  vifited  many  parts  of 
the  nation  and  the  Principality  of  Wales  ;  and 
till  age  and  infirmities  prevailed,  continued  to 
vifit  his  friends  in  the  adjacent  counties,  where 
his  fervices  were  always  acceptable. 

He  was  an  elder  worthy  of  double  honour, 
having  obtained  a  good  report ;  not  of  men  feek- 
ing  glory-,  nor  as  a  lord  over  God’s  heritage,  but 
an  example  to  the  flock.  In  dodrine,  found, 
clear  and  inftrudlive ;  his  openings  were  frefh 
and  lively,  and  his  manner  of  exprefhon  truly 
amiable.  He  delighted  much  to  wait  in  filence 
for  the  difcoveries  of  the  word  of  life,  whereby 
he  became  flrong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power 
of  his  might,  founding  forth  the  word  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  by  Chrift  our  Lord,  and  falvation  thro’ 
his  eternal  fpirit. 

He  was  often  fervent  in  fupplication,  and 
drawn  forth  in  a  fvveet  and  heavenly  manner,  to 
the  great  joy  and  gladnefs  of  the  fincere  in  heart. 
He  was  fignally  qualified  in  meetings  of  difci- 
pline,  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the  church. 

He  was  remarkably  compaffionate  to  the 
poor,  in  whom  he  obferved  a  degree  of  fincerity 

and 
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and  worthinefs,  fuch  were  fare  to  meet  with  an  c  h  a  p. 
advocate  in  him.  VI* 

His  countenance  was  awful,  his  deportment  ^  ^ 
grave,  but  intermixed  with  a  pleafant  and  fami¬ 
liar  manner  of  expreflion,  that  rendered  his 
company  truly  pleafing  to  thofe  he  converfed 
with,  and  when  old  age  and  infirmities  attended, 
his  underftanding  was  clear,  and  many  fvveet 
and  heavenly  expreffions  dropt  from  him.  He 
often  faid,  “  That  his  work  was  finifhed,  and  he 
“  was  freely  refigned;  feeling  nothing  on  his 
“  fpirit  but  peace  from  the  Lord.”  When 
near  his  end,  he  could  not  forbear  rejoicing  in 
the  bleffed  experience  of  that  peace,  faying, 

“  Now  I  know  and  witnefs  the  laying  of  our 
“  bleffed  Lord  fulfilled,  He  that  believeth  on  me, 

“  out  of  his  belly  Jhall  flow  rivers  of  living  water .” 

He  died  the  6th  of  12  month,  1741,  in  the  90th 
year  of  his  age;  a  minifier  about  65  years. 

In  this  year  alfo,  James  Dickenfon,  of  Green-  Account  of 
trees,  in  Cumberland,  a  very  ferviceable,  valu- James 
able  and  faithful  minifier  of  the  fociety  of  the  Dlckenfon- 
people  called  Quakers,  (fundry  of  whole  travels 
and  fervices  have  been  noticed  in  this  work), 
departed  this  life.  He  was  born  at  Lowmoor, 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  in  the  year  1 659, 
of  honeft  parents,  profefling  the  truth,  as  held 
by  this  people.  The  Lord  was  pleafed  tender¬ 
ly  to  vifit  him,  when  very  young;  but  for  want 
of  keeping  a  fteady  eye  to  his  guidance,  he  was 
led  forth  into  thofe  vanities  and  follies  of  the  world 
incident  to  youth ;  but  fuch  was  the  love  of  the 
heavenly  Father  that  he  was  met  with  again  and 
again,  and  brought  back,  as  a fheep  ftrayed  from 
the  Father’s  fold;  and  after  much  affliction  and 
folitary  exercife,  fitted  for  future  fervice,  and 
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a  p.  engaged  in  a  public  teftimony  to  that  truth,  the 
efficacy  whereof  he  had  experienced,  about  the 
“  eighteenth  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  ffiortly  after  concerned  to  go  to  feve- 
ral  meetings  of  the  Diffienters,  in  the  county 
where  he  lived,  amongft  whom  he  met  with 
much  ill  treatment;  yet  truth  crowned  his  la- 
bours  with  the  convincement  of  feveral. 

After  which  he  travelled  through  divers  coun¬ 
ties  in  England,  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  in 
which  he  zealoufly  laboured  for  the  promotion 
of  piety  and  virtue,  fo  that  it  often  proved  effec¬ 
tual  to  reach  the  witnefs  of  God  in  the  conl'ci- 
ence  of  thofe  to  whom  he  miniftred;  for  it 
may  be  truly  faid  of  him,  that  he  went  not 
about  to  publifh  the  gofpel  of  life  and  falvation 
with  the  enticing  words  of  man’s  wifdom,  but  in 
the  power  and  demonftration  of  the  fpirit  of 
truth.  Many  lufferings  did  he  undergo  in  his 
early  travels,  in  the  times  of  perfecution,  which 
he  bore  with  chriftian  fortitude  and  refignation; 
looking  not  untoman  for  his  reward,  but  to  that 
great  and  good  mafter  who  had  fent  him  to 
.  work  in  his  vineyard. 

He  vifited  Ireland  twelve  times;  once  he 
paid  a  vifit  to  his  friends  in  Holland  and  Ger¬ 
many;  and  three  times  went  over  to  America, 
in  all  which  places  he  diligently  laboured  for 
the  promotion  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and  in 
many  places  was  inftrumental  to  the  com  ince¬ 
ment  of  feveral.  And  although  he  travelled 
much  and  often  hard,  yet  as  foonas  his  fervice  was 
over,  and  his  fpirit  eafed  of  the  concern  which 
was  upon  him,  he  was  diligent  to  return  to  his 
outward  habi  ation  and  bulinefs,  that  he  might 
not  only  be  a  good  example  to  others  herein. 


PEOPLE  called  (QUAKERS. 


321 


but  might  alfo  mind  his  fervice  among  friends  chap- 
at  home.  VI- 

He  was  a  man  much  efteemed  in  his  own  ,  „ , , 
country;  friends  there  highly  valued  him  for  his 
faithfulnefs  in  the  performance  of  the  Lord’s  work; 
and  his  humble  deportment,  eircumfpecl  life 
and  godly  eonverfation,  gained  him  a  good  re¬ 
port  among  his  neighbours  and  thole  with 
whom  he  converfed. 

He  frequently  attended  the  yearly  meeting 
in  London,  where  he  fometimes  fpoke  concern¬ 
ing  the  alfairs  of  the  fociety,  much  to  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  friends  ;  yet  he  w  as  not  fo  peculiarly 
gifted  for  the  management  of  the  difciplineof  the 
church,  as  fome  others  in  his  time,  who  were 
not  fo  eminent  in  the  miniftry ;  whereby  the 
great  wifdom  of  the  Almighty  is  plainly  feen ; 
for  he  fits  and  qualifies  his  faithful  fervants  by 
his  own  power  and  holy  l'pirit  for  that  w  ork  and 
fervice  in  the  church  to  which  be  fees  meet 
to  appoint  them. 

He  wras  a  diligent  labourer  at  home,  a  eon- 
flant  attender  of  meetings,  a  fincere  travailer 
therein,  very  tender  over  the  youth,  a  nurfing 
father  to  the  weak,  and  full  of  charity  to  all; 
yet  not  hafty  to  join  w  ith  forward  fpirits.  He 
wras  very  careful  to  keep  clear  of  party  caul'es, 
and  anxioufly  concerned  to  promote  peace  in 
the  church;  and  often  exprefled  his  lleadfait 
faith  that  the  teftimony  of  truth  w'ould  be  exalt¬ 
ed  in  the  nations,  and  the  antichriit ian  oppref- 
fion  of  tithes  brought  down;  and  with  concern 
declared  his  lorrow  for  fuch  as  weakly  complied 
therewith. 

When  his  natural  abilities  failed,  he  would 
fpeak  wuth  ftrength  apparently  beyond  his  age 
Vol.  IV.  Y  and 
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chap,  and  conftitution.  He  was  feized  with  a  palfy 
vl  a  year  before  he  died,  which  kept  him  from 
meetings,  and  by  it  his  fpeech  was  much  affect¬ 
ed  ;  yet  he  would  often  fay,  “  he  was  well,  and 
“  had  nothing  but  peace  on  every  hand.” 

He  died  at  Moorfide  in  Cumberland,  on  the 
6th  of  3d  month,  1741,  aged  83  years,  a  minif- 
ter  65  years. 

1742.  Thomas  Story  died  in  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
Account  of  Gf  whofe  birth,  education  and  convincement,  a 
Sco°y!aS  fall  account  hath  been  already  given  *  j  in 
which  it  is  remarked  that  he  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  travelling  in  the  exercife  of  his  mi- 
nifterial  labours  for  the  edification  of  his  bre¬ 
thren,  and  convincement  of  others.  It  was  in 
the  year  1693,  he  firft  appeared  in  the  miniflry, 
and  in  the  fucceeding  year  he  travelled  into  the 
fouthern  and  weftern  counties  in  company  with 
Aaron  Atkinfon  :  from  the  weft  they  returned  to 
London  and  there  parted.  Aaron  returned 
home  to  Cumberland,  and  Thomas  fixed  his 
refidence  for  the  prefent  in  London,  as  the 
place  moft  fuiting  for  procuring  a  comfortable 
fubfiftence  in  that  line  of  employment,  which 
prefented  to  him,  as  leaft  confining  and  embar- 
rafiing,  and  which  his  education  had  qualified 
him  to  undertake,  viz.  to  employ  himfelf  in 
drawing  conveyances,  fettlements  and  all  other 
kinds  of  legal  inftruments,  and  in  a  fhort  time 
he  had  more  bufinefs  than  he  could  execute 
with  his  own  hands,  which  frequently  made  it 
neceffary  to  engage  clerks  to  aflift  him,  as  occa- 
fion  required  ;  for  although  he  had  the  offers  of 
refident  clerks  with  competent  fees ;  yet  confi- 
dering  thefe  offers,  as  having  a  tendency  to 
See  vol.  iii.  page  351,  &c. 
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bind  him  to  them  ’till  they  might  be  properly  c 
iuftrudted,  and  his  defire  being  to  be  fo  eircum- 
ftanced,  as  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  fulfil  ^ 
his  miniftry  at  home  or  abroad,  as  he  might  ap¬ 
prehend  the  call  of  duty  to  require,  he  determin¬ 
ed  to  decline  every  propofal  of  this  kind.  And 
the  fequel  proved  he  did  not  come  to  this 
determination  without  a  weighty  confideration 
of  the  matter. 

For  after  fpending  the  year  1695,  and  part  of 
that  fucceeding  in  London,  in  his  employment 
aforefaid,  he  took  a  journey  to  the  north  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  to  Scotland,  and  after  finilhing  his  fer- 
vice  therein,  he  returned  to  London,  where  he 
divided  his  time  betwixt  his  employment  and 
attending  meetings  in  the  city  and  its  neighbour¬ 
hood  till  the  year  1698,  when  receiving  a  letter 
from  William  Penn,  defiring  him  to  meet  him 
and  John  Everot  at  Holyhead,  in  order  to  go  to 
Ireland,  he  went  accordingly,  and  accompanied 
them  in  a  vifit  to  friends  in  that  nation,  of  wThich 
an  account  hath  been  related  in  its  proper 
place. 

Shortly  after  his  return  from  Ireland,  having 
for  fome  time  believed  it  his  duty  to  pay  a  reli¬ 
gious  vifit  to  his  friends  in  America  alfo,  he 
began  to  prepare  for  his  voyage  thither.  He  em¬ 
barked  in  company  with  Roger  Gill  in  the  9th 
month,  1698,  for  Virginia,  and  arrived  there  in 
the  1 2th  month  following:  his  companion,  as 
we  have  feen,  died  at  Philadelphia  in  the  courfe 
of  their  travels,  and  Thomas  by  clofe  and  al- 
moft  daily  labour  and  travel,  finifhed  his 
fervice  in  the  eompafs  of  the  year  1699,  and 
early  in  the  fucceeding  year  feemed  ready  to  re¬ 
turn  to  England. 

Y  2 
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a  p.  But  William  Penn  being  now  returned  to 
Penfylvania,  with  a  view  of  fettling  there,  and 
7Tj2  finding  the  affairs  of  his  province,  which  he  had 
left  in  a  peaceful  and  prolperous  flate,  during 
his  long  abfence,  fallen  into  embarraffment  and 
diforder ;  and  having  a  particular  regard  for 
Thomas  Story,  as  an  intimate  friend,  and  a  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  of  his  abilities,  he  importuned 
him  to  take  up  his  refidence  in  Philadelphia  for 
a  feafon,  to  afford  his  affiftance  in  fettling  the 
affairs  of  the  province  and  reducing  them  into 
order. 

Upon  due  deliberation  Thomas  confented  to 
flay  fo  long  as  he  might  fee  it  his  place.  Where¬ 
upon  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  governor’s 
council,  keeper  of  the  leal,  mailer  of  the  rolls, 
and  one  of  his  commiffioners  of  property,  for 
enquiring  into  and  confirming  old  rights,  and 
granting  lands  upon  new  purchafes.  Moreover 
when  a  new  charter  was  afterward  granted  to 
Philadelphia,  erecting  it  into  a  city  and  corpo¬ 
ration,  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  recor¬ 
der;  but  he  held  this  office  only  till  the  corpo¬ 
ration  was  regularly  fettled  and  habituated  to 
bufinefs,  when  he  refigned. 

But  in  thefe  different  fecular  funflions,  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  both  his  honourable 
friend  and  himfelf  had  a  due  regard  to  calls  of 
an  higher  nature.  For  by  his  patent  he  was  al¬ 
lowed  deputies  in  each  office,  whenever  his  ap- 
prehenfion  of  duty  might  engage  him  to  travel 
abroad  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry;  he  thereby 
was  enabled  to  fill  up  his  refpe&ive  duties  with 
fidelity,  and  to  divide  his  time  here  between  his 
fecular  and  fpiritual  calling  for  the  fpace  of  14 
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years,  viz.  from  the  year  1699  to  1714,  whenc  h  a  p. 
he  returned  to  England.  .  v  *• 

During  his  refidence  in  America,  he  paid  fre-  \-j\z. 
quent  religious  vifits  to  his  friends  in  diiierent 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  in  1 709,  to  the  Well 
Indian  Elands,  when  in  his  palfage  from  Jamaica 
to  Philadelphia,  the  velfel  he  was  in  was  taken 
by  a  French  privateer  and  carried  into  Martini- 
co,  where  he  and  the  fhip’s  company  (except  in 
loling  their  goods  and  clothes)  were  kindly  and 
hofpitably  treated.  After  fome  (lay  there,  they 
got  a  palfage  to  Guadaloupe,  and  from  thence 
in  a  flag  of  truce  to  Antigua.  In  1714,  he  pal- 
fed  again  to  Barbadoes,  and  from  thence  return¬ 
ed  to  England,  where  he  continued  his  gofpel 
labours,  in  a  fuccelfive  courfe  of  travelling  in  the 
various  quarters  of  the  Britifh  illands,  and  be¬ 
ing  a  man  of  eminent  qualifications,  and  thofe 
fan£!ified,  his  miniftry  was  very  convincing  and 
edifying,  fo  that  he  was  acknowledged,  not  only 
by  the  iociety  of  which  he  was  a  member,  but 
bv  other  people,  as  a  truly  evangelical  mi¬ 
ni  Her. 

His  lafl:  journey  was  in  1740,  from  his  own 
refidence  at  Juftice-town  to  London,  where  he 
continued  feveral  months,  and  during  his  fray 
there  he  was  feized  with  a  paralytick  diforder, 
which  alfecled  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  depriv¬ 
ed  him  very  much  of  his  l'peech,  and  confined 
him  within  doors  till  the  return  of  the  fpring; 
when  he  regained  a  little  ftrength,  and  got  out 
to  meetings ;  but  was  If  ill  not  fo  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  hold  a  difcourfe  long,  his  me¬ 
mory  being  all'o  much  impaired  by  the  laid  dif¬ 
order.  Neverthelefs  he  continued  l'vveet  in  fpi- 
rit,  and  pleafant  and  cheerful  among  his  friends, 
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chap,  whom  he  was  always  glad  to  fee,  and  be  in 
V1-  company  with.  He  likewife  diligently  attended 
the  yearly  meeting  at  London,  1741,  though  he 
'  ‘  fpoke  not  much  in  it.  Before  the  end  of  1'um- 

mer  he  grew  lo  much  better,  that  he  travelled 
down  to  Carlifle,  to  look  after  his  affairs  in  the 
north,  which  required  his  attendance;  for  hav¬ 
ing  a  delign  to  build  an  houfe  at  Juftice-town, 
he  provided  materials,  and  frequently  overlook¬ 
ed  the  workmen;  and  indeed  his  health  and  fa¬ 
culties  were  fo  well  reftored,  as  that  he  many 
times  appeared  in  public  in  the  meetings,  great¬ 
ly  to  the  fatisfabticn  of  friends.  Thus  he  con¬ 
tinued  without  much  alteration,  till  the  23d  of 
4th  month,  1742,  being  the  firft  day  of  the 
week;  when  in  the  evening,  he  fuffered  a  new 
attack  of  his  diftemper,  which  leized  him  with 
great  violence ;  and  the  next  morning  between 
two  and  three  o’clock,  he  departed  this  life,  in 
perfedl  peace  (we  have  realon  to  believe)  with 
God  and  mankind.  His  funeral  at  Carlifle  was 
attended  by  a  great  number  of  friends  from  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  country,  and  alfo  by  divers 
people  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  feemed  deep¬ 
ly  affected  with  the  lofs  of  a  man,  fo  valuable 
and  ufefiil  to  his  country  in  feveral  Rations  of 
life. 

,744-  John  Fothergill,  of  Carrend  in  Wenfleydale, 
Account  of  but  formerly  of  Knarefborough  in  Yorkfhire, 
theTi^0"  was  r^e  f°u  re%i°us  parents,  who  carefully 
1  trS'  ’  educated  him  in  fobriety,  fimplicity  and  virtue, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  people  called 
Quakers.  But  in  the  early  part  of  life,  be¬ 
ing  illuminated  by  the  grace  and  truth  that 
comes  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  he  perceived  that  neither 
tradition,  outward  regularity  of  life,  nor  any 
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thing  fhort  of  real  internal  purification  of  foul  c 
would  render  him  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  the 
Lord,  or  fecure  his  everlafting  well-being;  he 
was  incited  therefore,  with  an  entire  dedica¬ 
tion  of  heart  fteadily  to  purfue  this  arduous  at¬ 
tainment,  and  through  the  repeated  baptifms  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  waffling  of  regenera¬ 
tion,  he  gradually  experienced,  what  he  was  in 
purfuit  of,  a  being  made  clean  thereby;  and  un¬ 
der  this  preparing  operation  of  divine  grace,  a 
fenfe  attending  his  mind  that  he  would  be  called 
to  the  work  of  the  miniflry,.  he  was  very  careful 
to  wait  the  appointed  time.  For  although  he 
was  favoured  with  the  opening  of  the  fcriptures 
to  his  underilanding,  in  fundry  parts,  and  at 
fundry  times,  in  the  religious  meetings  of  his 
friends,  he  cautioufly  abltained  from  the  publica¬ 
tion  thereof,  till  the  time  came,  when  it  was  in¬ 
deed  required  of  him  to  make  a  public  declaration 
of  what  was  fpoken  in  his  fpiritual  ear,  and 
when  the  word  appeared  with  l'uch  clearnefs, 
as  to  leave  no  fhadow  of  doubt,  that  it  was  a 
divine  requiring,  like  the  apoftle,  he  reafoned 
not  with  flefh  and  blood,  but  gave  up  to  the  hea¬ 
venly  vilion. 

He  was  called  to  the  minillry  about  the  20th 
year  of  his  age,  and  by  a  daily  deep  and  inward 
dwelling  w  ith  the  word  of  divine  life  in  his  own 
heart,  he  fcon  became  a  flrong  man  in  Chrift, 
and  a  fkilful  and  able  minifter  of  the  gofpel; 
wrell  inflru&ed  in  the  myftery  of  godlinefs,  and 
in  the  light  to  difcover  the  myllerious  workings 
of  antichrift  in  oppofttion  thereto,  he  was  well 
qualified,  out  of  the  treafures  of  his  own  expe¬ 
rience  to  adminifter  eonfolation,  counfel  or 
caution,  fuitably  adapted  to  the  different  Hates 
of  his  auditory. 
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Being  ftrongly  imprefTed  with  an  awful  hum¬ 
bling  fieufe  of  the  majelly  and  omniprelence  of 
the  divine  being,  in  the  exercife  of  his  miniflry 
he  was  very  awful  and  weighty,  not  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  pleale  the  itching  ears,  or  gratify  the  high 
notions  of  airy  fpeculation  by  the  wifdoni  of 
words,  but  a&uated  by  higher  and  purer  mo¬ 
tives,  as  confidering  himfelf  under  the  notice  of 
that  eye,  which  penetrates  unto  the  inner  moll 
recedes  of  the  heart,  and  obferves  the  moft  le- 
cret  motions  thereof,  he  durft  not  handle  the 
word  deceitfully ;  but  patiently  waited,  renew- 
edly  to  receive  power  from  on  high,  and  under 
the  influence  and  divine  authority  thereof,  to  di¬ 
vide  the  word  aright,  reaching  the  divine  wit- 
nefs  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  he  miniftred  unto,  to 
the  convincement,  confirmation  and  edification 
of  many  at  home  and  abroad. 

For  the  fupport  of  the  difeipline  efiablifhed 
in  the  fociety,  his  talents  were  equally  confpi- 
cuous,  being  replenifhed  with  the  wifdom, 
which  is  from  above,  which  is  without  partia¬ 
lity,  he  was  ftedfafl,  upright  and  difereet  in  the 
adminiftration  thereof;  quick  of  apprehenfion, 
and  of  a  capacious  reach  of  thought,  he  ex- 
preffed  his  l’enfe  and  judgment  on  cafes  under 
deliberation  with  pertinence,  convincing  dear- 
nefs  and  impartiality.  No  family  connection 
(not  even  his  own)  biafTed  him  in  applying 
righteoufnefs  to  the  line,  and  judgment  to  the 
plumb-line,  for  removing  offences  out  of  the 
church,  or  recoveiing  backfliders  in  the  way  of 
truth.  The  liability  of  his  own  condud,  and 
his  inflexible  integrity  gave  him  authority,  and 
that  authority  he  invariably  applied  to  the  dif- 

couragement 
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couragement  of  evil  doing,  and  the  praife  and  chap. 
encouragement  of  thole  that  did  well.  VI- 

He  was  brought  up  in  the  occupation  of  an 
hufbandman,  and  I  l’uppofe  his  education  as  to 
fchool  learning  was  confined  to  what  appeared 
neceffaryin  that  department;  but  his  deficiency- 
in  literature  was  amply  compenfated  by  the 
foundnefs  of  his  underflanding  improved  and 
refined  by  pure  religion,  which  replenilheth  the 
man  w  ith  a  dignity  and  confiflency  of  conduit,  a 
wifdom  to  ait  well  in  every  ftation  of  life,  fur- 
pafiing  the  wifdom  of  this  world.  At  home  he 
was  fkilfully,  laborioully  and  fuccefsfully  em¬ 
ployed  in  his  occupation  of  agriculture  for  the 
necelfary  fupport  of  himfelf  and  his  family,  yet 
not  entangled  therewith;  for  when  the  fenle  of 
duty  called  him  to  leave  his  outward  habitation 
and  lecular  affairs,  to  devote  his  time  and  talents 
to  the  exercife  of  his  minilterial  labours,  for  the 
edification  of  the  churches  abroad,  he  with  all 
readinels  yielded  obedience  to  the  fuperior  cal¬ 
ling  ;  and  in  this  cafe  manifefied  that  wifdom, 
for  which  he  was  dildnguifhed  in  every  circum- 
ffance  of  this  life,  always  to  leave  his  outward 
affairs  in  reputable  order,  and  his  children  (after 
he  was  a  widower)  in  fafe  hands,  during  his  ab- 
fence;  and  he  was  very  diligent  in  travelling 
with  as  much  expedition  as  a  clear  fenfe  of  duty 
would  allow,  that  he  might  not  make  the  gofpel 
chargeable;  and  when  his  fen  ice  was  finifhed, 
to  return  to  his  family  and  outw  ard  occupation 
with  as  little  delay  as  poflible. 

He  took  frequent  joumies  into  fundry  parts 
of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  iu  religious 
v  ifits  to  his  friends.  Ele  vifited  Ireland  feveral 
times,  and  thrice  he  croffed  the  fea  to  America 
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p.  in  the  fame  fervice,  to  the  comfort  and  edifica¬ 
tion  of  the  churches,  leaving  feals  to  the  efficacy 
of  his  miniftry  in  many  places,  being  inftrumen- 
tal  to  the  convincing,  ftrengthening  and  efta- 
blifhing  of  many  in  religious  experience,  and 
furtherance  in  the  way  of  righteoul'nefs  and 
peace.  He  alfo  wrote  fundry  edifying  epiftles 
to  his  friends,  amongft  whom  he  had  laboured 
in  various  parts  as  truth  opened  his  way,  and 
excited  his  fympathetic  concern  for  their  prof- 
perity  and  prefervation  in  fincerity  and  godly 
fimplicity,  replete  with  important  and  perti¬ 
nent  counfel  and  admonition,  for  the  like  bene¬ 
ficial  purpofes. 

As  advancing  age  brought  on  painful  indifpo- 
fition  and  infirmities  fymptomatie  of  his  body’s 
tending  to  its  decline;  the  natural  and  fpiritual 
abilities  of  his  better  part,  his  zeal  for  God,  and 
love  to  the  brethren  were  fill  gracioufly  pre- 
ferved  to  him  unimpaired.  Under  great  bodily 
afflictions  he  continued  his  religious  vifits  to  fe- 
veral  places  in  England,  as  well  as  his  laft  vifit 
to  Ireland,  which  he  performed  in  the  year 
1742,  about  two  years  before  his  death  ;  a  part 
of  his  fervice  which  I  had  the  benefit  to  par¬ 
take  of  (as  well  as  formerly  in  my  native  coun¬ 
try)  and  can  join  my  fuffrage  to  the  jufflee  of 
the  preceding  account  of  him,  extracted  from 
the  teftimonies  of  his  friends,  to  whom  he  was 
more  intimately  known,  as  I  have  had  frequent¬ 
ly  during  my  pilgrimage  through  life,  as  well  as 
at  this  time,  profitably  brought  to  my  remem¬ 
brance,  how ;  not  only  in  the  efficacious  reach 
of  his  public  miniftry,  but  particularly  in  his 
private  converfation  among  his  friends,  at  fome 
opportunities  at  which  I  had  the  advantage  of 

being 
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being  prefent,  the  weightinefs  of  his  fpirit,  the  chap. 
unaffected  gravity  of  his  demeanour,  the  wifdom  VI* 
of  his  reflections,  his  words  few  and  favory,  ;744. 
leafoned  with  grace,  made  good  and  deep  im- 
prefiions  with  lafting  effeCt  upon  my  youthful 
mind. 

Under  the  enereafing  infirmities  of  age  in  the 
year  1744,  the  laft  year  of  his  life,  he  attended 
the  yearly  meeting  at  London,  and,  although 
under  difficulty  through  weakuefs  of  body,  yet 
his  fpirit  was  if  ill  fo  actuated  by  lively  zeal 
for  the  propagating  of  righteoufnefs  and  good 
order  in  the  lociety  at  large,  and  ftrengthened 
by  divine  lupport,  that  he  was  enabled  to  attend 
the  fittings  of  that  large  meeting,  where  his  re¬ 
verent  and  watchful  frame  of  mind  rendered  his 
company  truly  acceptable  and  ferviceable.  On 
his  return  he  attended  the  midfummer  quarterly 
meeting  at  York,  and  foon  after  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend  mentioning  his  bodily  weaknefs,  he  adds, 

“  Yet,  I  think,  my  better  part  is  uncommonly 
“  lupplied  in  divers  refpedts,  much  to  my  com- 
“  fort  and  the  reviving  of  my  faith  in  the  hea- 
“  venly  influence,  which  is  ftrength  in  weak- 
“  nei's,  and  will  be  fo,  where  his  only  worthy 
“  name  hath  the  praife.” 

After  this  in  the  latter  part  of  the  faid  year, 
he  attended  the  circular  yearly  meeting  at  Wor- 
cefter,  where  through  divine  influence,  ftill  emi¬ 
nently  attending  him,  and  reviving  the  recol- 
leClion  of  paft  experiences,  he  was  ftrengthened 
to  bear  a  noble  and  affeCling  teftimeny  to  the 
all-fufficiency  of  that  power,  which  had  preferv- 
ed,  fupported  and  guided  him  in  the  way  that 
was  right  and  well  pleafing,  all  his  life  long  to 
that  day,  and  is  equally  able  to  do  the  fame  for 

all 
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>.  all  the  children  of  men,  who  are  faithful  and 
obedient  to  the  iuwrard  manifeflations  thereof. 

J  After  the  termination  of  this  meeting  he  vifited 
Briftol,  Bath  and  fome  other  places,  and  then 
returned  home  by  eafy  journies,  having  meetings 
as  opportunities  offered.  After  his  return  he 
got  to  meetings  for  fome  weeks,  when  his  tefti- 
mony  was  as  lively  and  powerful  as  ever ;  feve- 
ral  times  exprefling  his  latisfaction  and  inward 
peace  in  having  performed  this  laft  journey, 
faying,  “  His  fhoulders  were  confiderabiy  light- 
“  ened  by  it,  and  he  was  reconciled  to  his 
“  grave,  if  he  fhould  now  be  taken  away.” 

By  an  exemplary  and  eircumi’pect  condudf  in 
a  private  and  public  capacity,  he  confirmed 
and  adorned  his  miniftry,  being  a  lively  exam¬ 
ple  of  primitive  purity,  moderation  and  fimpli- 
city  of  manners,  and  uniform  virtue  in  every  re¬ 
lation  and  ftation  of  life,  as  became  a  miniller  of 
Chrift.  This  confiftency  of  co'ndudt  procured 
him  not  only  a  place  in  the  refpedful  affection 
of  his  friends,  but  amongft  people  of  every  clals ; 
feveral  of  fuperior  rank,  who  were  acquainted 
with  his  virtues,  regarded  him  with  honourable 
efteem. 

Delighting  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  to  meditate 
therein,  day  and  night,  he  was  often  favoured 
with  accefs  to  the  fountain  of  wifdom  and  light, 
and  his  fpirit  fuftained  to  worfhip  in  fecret, 
when  his  hand  was  upon  his  labour.  Out  of 
the  good  treafure  of  his  heart  at  all  fuitable  op¬ 
portunities,  he  was  influenced  to  bring  forth 
good  things,  whereby  the  minds  of  thofe,  with 
whom  he  converfed,  wTere  many  times  edified. 
More  efpecially  for  the  inftrudlion  of  his  own 
family  in  the  right  wray  of  the  Lord,  he  vf  as  en¬ 
gaged 
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gaged  frequently  to  talk  of  his  law  and  his  ffa-  chap. 
tutes,  as  he  fat  in  his  houfe,  or  walked  with  VI* 
them  by  the  way ;  and  his  religious  care  10  form ^ 
their  tender  minds  to  piety  and  virtue,  through 
the  divine  blelhng,  was  not  ineffectual  with  l'e- 
veral  of  them,  to  manifelt  the  good  fruits  there¬ 
of,  in  a  flayed  fober  and  religious  difpofition  in 
the  early  and  fucceeding  part  of  life ;  and  where 
through  temptation  and  the  inftability  of  youth, 
any  of  them  caufed  him  painful  fenfations  by  a 
temporary  deviation  from  the  path  of  purity  and 
reCtitude,  he  had  the  confolation  in  time,  to  fee 
their  return  and  reformation,  and  the  greateft 
joy  in  beholding  his  children  walking  in  the 
truth.  And  though  we  have  obferved,  he  him- 
felfhadnot  the  advantage  of  an  extenfive  educa¬ 
tion,  yet  his  good  fenfe  convincing  him  of  the 
benefit  thereof  in  its  proper  place,  induced  him 
to  give  his  fons  a  more  liberal  inftitution  in  learn¬ 
ing,  by  which,  added  to  his  own  religious  tu¬ 
ition,  through  the  grace  of  God,  to  which  he  re¬ 
commended  them,  co-operating  therewith,  they 
became  men  in  reputation  for  wifdom  and  ho¬ 
nour  in  their  refpective  allotments ;  eminent  for 
their  abilities  and  fervice  in  religious  and  civil 
fociety. 

After  his  return  from  his  laft  journey  to  the 
yearly  meeting  at  Worcefler,  &c.  his  encrealing 
infirmities  gradually  brought  on  the  diffolution 
of  his  body.  Preceding  which  he  had  an  even¬ 
ing  of  repofe  from  bodily  or  mental  labour, 
fleeping  the  two  laft  weeks  of  his  life  almoft  con¬ 
tinually,  his  memory  and  natural  capacity  ap¬ 
parently  impaired,  feemed  to  have  left  hin/little 
recollection  or  fenfation,  but  that  of  divine  fa¬ 
vour  and  comfort;  for  when  almoft  all  other 
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chap,  expreffions  failed,  he  was  obferved  to  repeat 
v  '•  i  the  following  in  a  very  fervent  and  emphatical 
,744.  manner,  “  Heavenly  goodnefs  is  near:  heaven¬ 
ly  goodnefs  is  near.”  So  that  under  the  feeling 
fenfe  of  that  heavenly  goodnefs,  which  he  had 
ever  prized  as  his  chiefeft  joy,  remaining  as  a 
fealupon  his  fpirit  of  his  acceptance  with  God,  he 
finifhed  his  conrfe  in  this  life  at  Knarefborough, 
(where  he  had  fixed  his  refidence  the  laft  eight 
years)  the  13th  of  nth  month,  1744,  in  the 
70th  year  of  his  age. 


CHAP.  VII. 


The  young  Pretender  lands  in  Scotland — The  Rebel¬ 
lion  quelled. — -The  People  called  Quakers  addrefs 
the  King  upon  the  Extinction  thereof. — who  re¬ 
ceives  their  Addrefs  favourably . — Cafe  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Richardfon  and  Benjamin  Cox. — Cafe  of 
Hannah  Rifdale. — Account  of  Evan  Bevan. — 
Samuel  Crifp. 


c  p<  JbL  N  G  L  A  N  D  having  been  engaged  in  a 
;  war  with  Spain  fince  the  year  1739,  and  France 
1743.  having  alfo  taken  part  with  Spain,  and  declared 
pretender8 war  aoainft  England;  in  1743,  the  eldeft  fon  of 
lands  in  the  Pretender,  encouraged  by  the  enemies,  and 
Scotland,  flattered  with  hopes  of  being  powerfully  aflifted 
by  the  adherents  of  his  family,  and  of  a  favour¬ 
able 
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able  opportunity  of  afferting  his  father’s  claim 
to  the  Britifh  throne,  while  the  government  was 
embarralfed  with  a  heavy  and  expen  five  war, 
and  the  people  (as  he  was  made  to  believe)  ge¬ 
nerally  difcontented  at  the  load  of  taxes  with 
which  they  w^ere  burdened,  landed  in  Scotland  j 
when  being  joined  by  feveral  clans  of  Highlan¬ 
ders,  and  having  defeated  a  body  of  the  king’s 
forces  at  Prefton-pans  near  Edinburgh,  he  made 
an  inroad  into  the  heart  of  England,  whereby 
the  rebellion  became  formidable.  But  the 
young  Pretender  found  himfelf  greatly  difap- 
pointed  in  the  expectation  with  which  he  had 
been  flattered,  both  of  foreign  aid  and  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  ftrength  expeCled  from  the  malecont^nts 
in  England ;  and  the  king’s  forces  under  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  approaching  to  give  him 
battle,  he  thought  it  fafelt  to  make  a  fpeedy  re¬ 
treat  back  to  Scotland,  where  in  the  month  cal¬ 
led  April  of  the  fucceeding  year  he  was  totally 
defeated  by  the  duke,  and  an  end  put  to  the  re¬ 
bellion. 

Which  having  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  occafion 
a  general  alarm  in  England,  the  event  produc¬ 
tive  of  great  and  general  joy,  brought  many  ad- 
drcffes  of  congratulation  to  the  king.  The  peo¬ 
ple  called  Quakers  from  their  yearly  meeting 
in  the  third  month,  O.  S.  called  May,  alfo  drew 
up  an  add  refs  on  this  occafion  and  to  prefent 
at  fuch  time  as  the  king  might  appoint  to  re¬ 
ceive  it. 

And  in  purfuance  of  this  appointment  the 
friends  deputed,  on  the  28th  of  3d  month  at¬ 
tended  the  court  at  Kenfington,  and  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  king  by  the  duke  of  St.  Albans, 

when 
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chap. when  Daniel  Vandewali  read  the  addrefs,  as 
vn-  follows. 

1745. 

To  George  II.  Kmg  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  People  called 
Quakers  from  their  general  annual  Aflembly 
in  London. 

“  May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

“  We  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  thy 
££  royal  prefence  with  united  hearts  to  congra- 
£C  tulate  thee  upon  the  deliverance  of  thefe 
£C  kingdoms,  from  the  late  impending  dangers, 
“  with  a  joy  as  fmcere  as  the  occafion  is 
“  fignal. 

£‘  W e  beheld  with  grief  and  deteftation  an 
“  ungrateful  and  deluded  people  combined 
££  again!!  their  own  happinefs,. and  defperately 
££  engaged  in  open  rebellion  againft  thy  perfon 
££  and  government,  wickedly  attempting  to  fub- 
“  ject  a  free  people  to  the  mileries  of  a  popifh 
“  and  arbitrary  power. 

“  As  none  among  all  thy  Proteftant  fubjecls 
cc  exceed  us  in  an  averfion  to  the  tyranny,  idola- 
cc  try  and  fuperftition  of  the  church  of  Rome,  fo 
f£  none  lie  under  more  juft  apprehenftons  of  im- 
<c  mediate  danger  from  their  deftrudlive  confe- 
££  quences,  or  have  greater  caufe  to  be  thankful 
££  to  the  Almighty  for  the  interpofition  of  his 
££  providence  in  our  prefervation. 

££  A  prefervation  fo  remarkable  makes  it  our 
££  indifpenlable  duty  alfo  to  acknowledge  the 
££  king’s  paternal  care  for  the  fafety  of  his 
££  people,  of  which  he  hath  given  the  moft  al- 
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“  fured  pledge,  in  permitting  one  of  his  royal  chap. 
“  offspring  to  expole  himfelf  to  the  greateft  of  v"’ 
tc  dangers  for  their  feeurity.  ”7- 

“  May  we  and  all  thy  faithful  fubjebls  de-  M 
“  monltrateour  gratitude  for  this  fignal  inllance 
“  of  divine  favour,  by  the  deepelt  humiliation, 

“  and  by  turning  every  one  from  the  evil  of  our 
“  ways :  and  may  thole,  who  are  placed  in  au- 
“  thority  over  us,  by  the  influence  of  their  own 
“  example,  add  vigour  to  the  laws  enabled  for 
“  the  general  fuppreflion  of  vice  and  immora- 
cc  lity;  l’o  may  we  have  an  affured  ground  of 
“  hope  and  confidence  in  God,  that  he  who 
“  hath  hitherto  helped,  will  never  withdraw 
“  his  mercies  from  us.” 

“  We  earneftly  befeech  him  by  whom  kings 
“  reign  and  princes  decree  juftice,  that  his  pro- 
“  vidence  may  ever  attend  thy  royal  perfon  and 
“  family,  and  make  even  the  efforts  of  thine 
<e  enemies  conducive  to  the  eftablifhment  of  thy 
“  throne  in  perfebf  peace;  give  fuccefs  to  thy 
f<  endeavours  for  fettling  the  general  tranquillity 
“  of  Europe  on  a  lalting  foundation,  and  grant, 

“  that  an  uninterrupted  race  of  kings  of  thy 
“  royal  progeny,  may  perpetuate  the  bleflings  of 
“  thy  reign  to  our  pofterity.” 

Dated  in  London,  the  22d  of  the  3d  month 
called  May,  1746,  and  figned  by  286 
friends. 

\\  hich  addrefs  the  king  was  pleafed  to  re¬ 
ceive  very  gracioufly,  and  to  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  anfwer  was  returned. 

“  I  thank  you  for  this  addrefs  of  congratula- 
“  tion,  the  juft  concern  you  have  fhewa  therc- 
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c  h  a  p/‘  in  for  me  and  my  family  is  very  agreeable  to 
vii.  c:  me .  ancj  yOU  may  always  depend  on  my  pro- 
“  tedtion. 5 

After  withdrawing  from  the  king’s  prefence, 
the  duke  of  Grafton  came  out,  and  told  one  of 
the  committee,  that  the  king  expreffed  himfelf 
very  kindly  refpefting  the  addrefs,  and  faid, 
that  he  had  not  received  any  one  which  had 
given  him  fo  much  real  fatisfadiion  ;  and  the 
duke  faid,  they  might  acquaint  their  friends 
thereof. 

Cafes  of  Some  few  of  the  clergy  and  other  claimants 
Thomas  Gf  tithes  and  ecclefiaflical  demands  continued  to 
fona^d"  be  vexatious,  in  needlefsly  applying  to  expen- 
Eenjamiu  five  methods  of  prolecution ;  of  which  we  find 
Cox‘  two  inltances  this  year,  in  the  cafes  of  Thomas 
Richardfon  aud  Benjamin  Cox,  in  which  the 
profecutors  put  themfelves  to  needleis  expenfe, 
without  gaining  any  advantage. 

The  former,  an  inhabitant  of  Spittle-fields, 
was  profecuted  for  non-payment  of  6s.  for  fix 
years  fmall  tithes,  at  thefuit  of  Robert  Ley  bourn 
and  John  Brookband,  ftiled  reiftors  and  portion- 
ifts  of  the  united  rectory  of  Stepney;  but  the 
defendant  being  admitted  to  anfwer  in  form J 
pauperis,  heard  nothing  further  of  the  pro- 
l'ecution. 

The  latter,  who  reftded  at  Mumby  in  Lin- 
colnfitire,  was  ferved  with  a  writ  from  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  the  fuit  of  Thomas 
Williamfon,  tithe-farmer,  for  fix  or  feveu  years 
tithe,  demanded  at  about  2 os.  per  annum.  He 
had  formerly  taken  the  tithes  in  kind,  but  hav¬ 
ing  taken  fome  offence  at  B.  Cox,  though  in 
no  Wife  intended  by  him,  he  commenced  this 
profecution. 

Application 
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Application  was  early  made  to  the  bidiop  ofc  h  a  p. 
Lincoln,  who  generoufly  expreffed  his  didike  of  V1K 
any  thing  that  looked  like  perfecution,  and  rea-  ^  ^ 
dily  promifed  to  write  to  the  profecutor,  which 
had  the  dedred  effe£t.  Williamfon  dropt  the 
profecution,  and  gave  the  faid  B.  Cox  no  further 
trouble  that  way. 

We  meet  an  occurrence  which  happened  in 
the  laft  year,  of  which  we  have  few  or  no  other 
inftanees  in  the  prefent  century,  although  very 
common  in  the  beginning  of  this  fociety.  A  Cafe  of 
young  woman  named  Hannah  Rifdale,  l'ervant 
to  John  Langley,  of  Waltham  near  Grimlby,  ' 
in  Lineolnfnire,  having  for  a  condderable  time 
been  under  an  apprehendon  of  duty  to  go  to  the 
Steeple-houfe  there,  and  fpeak  to  the  people 
what  might  be  required  of  her,  went  according¬ 
ly  on  the  25th  of  the  10th  month,  1745,  ac¬ 
companied  by  her  miftrefs  and  dome  other 
friends,  and  waited  till  the  pried  (Chridopher 
Jackfon)  hadfinilhed  his  fermon:  when  the  con¬ 
gregation  was  beginning  to  feparate,  die  dood 
up,  and  (according  to  her  own  relation)  laid, 

“  Neighbours,  I  am  fent  with  a  meflage  from 
“  the  high  pried  of  our  profeilion  to  delire  you 
“  to  turn  the  eyes  of  your  mind  inward  and 
“  examine  yourlelves,  and  to  come  to  true  re- 
“  pentance  and  amendment  of  life.”  She  alfo 
fpoke  to  the  pried,  “  That  he  mud  come  down  • 

“  from  his  high  and  exalted  place,  and  bow  at 
“  the  footdool  of  Chrid,  before  lie  could  teacli 
“  any  people  the  way  to  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
“  yen or  to  the  like  effefi. 

The  pried exafpcrated  at  this  declaration,  cal¬ 
led  to  the  church -warden  to  put  her  out  of  the 
place,  which  he  not  being  forward  to  do,  the 
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chap,  prieft  in  great  anger  violently  thruft  her  out  of 
vn-  the  door  binifelf.  But  this  rude  treatment  was 
j  -_j5  not  fufficient  to  gratify  his  relentment ;  for  hav¬ 
ing  (what  is  termed)  the  facrament  to  adminifter, 
he  alledged,  that  the  worfhip  was  not  over,  and 
foon  after  caufed  her  to  appear  before  a  juilice 
of  peace,  who  took  her  mailers  word  for  her 
appearance  at  the  next  Quarter  Seflions,  w  here 
ihe  accordingly  appeared,  the  Seflions  being 
held  at  Caifter  for  the  county  aforefaid  in  the 
2d  month,  1746,  and  was  there  indided  for  a 
mifdemeanor,  in  aifturbing  the  prieft  during  di¬ 
vine  fen  ice,  and  eonvided  on  the  Toleration- 
Ad,  fined  20/.  for  the  king’s  ufie,  and  committed 
to  prifon  in  the  caftle  of  Lincoln,  till  the  fine 
fhould  be  paid. 

Summum  jus,  fumrna  injuria.  Upon  perufing 
the  claule  of  the  Toleration  Ad,  upon  which  fhe 
was  convicted,  it  appears  to  me  ftretched  to  the 
utmoft  to  comprize  any  offence  fhe  was  guilty 
of.  The  words  of  the  ad  are,  “  If  any  perfon 
f£  or  perfons,  fnall  willingly  and  of  purpofe,  ma- 
££  licioujly  or  coni  erupt  uoujly  come  into  any  cathe- 
£C  aval  or  parifh-church,  chapel  or  other  congre- 
££  cradon  permitted  by  this  ad,  and  difquiet  and 
££  difturb  the  fame,  or  mifufe  any  preacher  or 
££  teacher,  fuch  perfons  or  perfons,  upon  con- 
“  vidion  at  the  general  or  Quarter  Seflions, 
££  fnall  fiiffer  the  pain  or  penalty  of  2 o/.  to  the 
££  ufe  of  the  king  or  queen ;  their  heirs  and  fuc- 
£C  ceffors.” 

Tf  the  prieft  had  not  been  more  aduated  by  a 
fpirit  of  biamable  relentment  and  perfecution 
(as  far  as  in  his  power)  than  the  poor  woman 
was  by  any  defign  of  difturbance,  this  profecuti- 
on  had  never  been  commenced,  much  lefs  car¬ 
ried 
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ried  on  to  the  utrnoft  ftretch  of  the  law,  ofc 
which  it  is  full  questionable,  whether  her  action 
was  a  breach.  She  did  not  difquiet  the  congre¬ 
gation,  nor  difturb  the  prieft,  till  the  congrega¬ 
tion  broke  up,  and  the  fervice,  as  far  as  lhe 
knew,  was  ended :  and  though  advantage  was 
taken  of  a  cireumftance,  molt  probably,  un¬ 
known  to  her,  her  ignorance  thereof  exempts 
her  from  the  charge  of  adting  maiiciouily  or  con- 
temptuoufly,  which  by  the  adt  appears  to  confti- 
tute  luch  intervention  criminal ;  fo  that  all  cir- 
cumftances  confidered,  there  wanted  only  a  lit¬ 
tle  chrillian  charity  and  moderation  to  exempt 
her  from  the  penalty. 

Her  friends,  fympathizing  with  her  bufferings, 
and  commiferating  her  fevere  treatment,  exert¬ 
ed  their  endeavours  wTith  the  justices,  and  other 
perfons  of  influence  in  that  county  for  l'ome 
months  after  her  commitment  to  get  the  fine  re¬ 
mitted  or  at  lead  mitigated,  that  being  yet  in 
their  power,  as  it  was  not  eflreated  or  returned 
into  the  Exchequer.  But,  although  moft  of 
them  feemed  inclined  to  favour  her,  and  gave 
expeditions  of  joining  their  good  offices  for  that 
purpofe,  at  the  two  next  fucceeding  Quarter  Sef- 
fions;  yet  the  prieft  fo  far  prevailed  upon  fome 
then  on  the  bench,  as  to  render  the  friendly  in- 
terpofition  for  her  relief  ineffedlual. 

The  fine  was  in  courfe  eflreated  into  the  Ex¬ 
chequer.  The  only  remedy  therefore  remain¬ 
ing  was  to  apply  by  petition  to  the  lords  of  the 
Treafury  for  her  liberty.  A  petition  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  drawn  up  in  the  name  of  theprifoner, 
fetting  forth  the  matter  of  fad!,  and  confequent 
proceedings  thereupon,  and  further  alledgcd, 

“  that  fhe  had  no  intention  of  clifturbing  the 
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public  worfhip;  but  acted  on  a  motive  pure¬ 
ly  confcientious,  being  ignorant  of  the  breach 
of  any  law  therein — that  Ihe  had  always  be¬ 
haved  herfelf  peaceably  and  honeftly,  (in 
confirmation  whereof,  Ihe  referred  to  an  af 
fidavit  of  two  of  her  neighbours  annexed) 
and  that  by  a  long  confinement,  fhe  who  was 
only  a  poor  fervant-maid,  had  almoft  expend¬ 
ed  her  Jubilance  in  her  necefifary  fupport. 

“  Sire  therefore  hopes  they  will  commiferate 
her  cafe,  and  remit  the  faid  fine,  and  that  ihe 
may  be  difeharged  from  her  confinement,  that 
file  may  be  enabled  to  provide  for  her  fubfiil- 
ence,  by  her  labour  as  formerly.” 

This  petition  produced  the  defined  effedl:  for 
by  an  order  of  the  board  of  the  Treafury  to  the 
attorney-general,  after  going  through  the  ufual 
forms  of  law,  a  writ  was  iifued  by  the  barons 
of  the  Exchequer  in  the  king’s  name,  directed 
to  the  fheriffs  and  jailer  of  Lincoln,  whereby 
fhe  obtained  her  liberty  after  an  imprifonment 
of  more  than  thirteen  months. 

Account  of  In  this  year,  Evan  Bevan  of  Pontimoyle  in 
Evan  Monmouthfhire,  departed  this  life.  He  was  the 
foil  of  Charles  Bevan,  of  Lantwit  Yardre  in 
Glamorganihire,  who  gave  him  a  liberal  edu¬ 
cation  at  fchool,  and  at  the  univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  where  he  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in 
various  parts  of  literature. 

After  his  return  from  thence  he  applied  him- 
felf  to  the  ftudy  and  pradlice  of  the  law  for  a 
feafon  in  Glamorganfhire,  and  ferved  the  office 
of  deputy  iheriff  of  that  county  v>  ith  reputation  ; 
but  after  i'ome  time,  through  the  convidiions  of 
divine  grace,  he  fell  under  an  anxious  concern 
about  his  future  well-being,  and  that  godly  for  row 
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which  worketh  repentance  not  to  be  repented  chap. 
of;  of  which  exercife  and  the  motives  of  his 
joining  in  fociety  with  the  people  called  Quak-  j-+6. 
ers,  having  himfelf,  who  could  do  it  bell,  given 
a  defcription  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  a  tranfcript 
thereof,  will  convey  the  molt  genuine  and  au¬ 
thentic  account  to  the  reader,  as  follows. 

‘  Since  it  hath  pleafed  the  divine  goodnefs 
‘  to  endue  me  with  realon,  I  heartily  thank  his 
£  moft  excellent  IVlajefty:  that  it  has  been  the 
‘  further  product  of  his  good  will,  to  give  me 
‘  life  and  being  in  that  part  of  the  world,  where 
£  I  have  had  the  freedom  to  ufe  it;  efpccially 
*  in  the  choice  of  my  perfuafion,  and  way  of  re- 
‘  turning  my  acknowledgments  to  him.  I  with 
£  that  all,  who  make  any  preter.fions  to  religion, 

‘  would  make  ufe  of  this  noble  faculty  with 
‘  fubjeciicn  to  the  divine  will,  to  determine 
‘  their  choice  in  this  grand  affair;  and  not 
£  let  the  religion  of  their  education  be  that  of 
£  their  judgment.  If  people  were  thus  truly 
£  wife  unto  their  own  falvation,  and  did  not  too 
£  lazily  refign  themfelves  to  the  conduft  of  their 
£  guides,  thereby  regarding  more  their  eafe  than 
‘  iafety,  they  would  not  only  be  the  better 
£  able  to  give  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
£  them,  but  they  would  fhew  more  warmth 
£  in  their  devotion,  more  charity  in  their  reli- 
£  gion,  and  more  piety  in  their  converfation  than 
£  at  prefent  they  do. 

£  When  I  was  vifited  fome  time  ago  by  the 
‘  chaftifing  hand  of  the  Lord  {for  fin,  and  my 
£  dilbbedience  to  his  holy  will,  I  laboured  un- 
£  der  great  affliction  of  mind  and  anguifh  of 
£  fpirit ;  and  th.ough  I  was  conftant  aboie  many 
£  in  my  attendance  on  the  public  prayers  of  the 

£  church, 
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church,  ftricf  in  my  obfervance  of  its  ceremo¬ 
nies,  and  exceeding  frequent  in  the  ufe  of 
private  devotion,  yet  my  burden  encreafed, 
and  I  waxed  worfe.’ 

c  In  this  wretched  and  doleful  condition  I 
was,  when  at  a  relation’s  houi'e,  who  had 
providentially  returned  from  Penfylvania  to 
his  native  country,  I  lighted  upon  R. Barclay’s 
apology  for  the  Quakers ;  by  the  reading 
v'hereof  I  was  fo  w  ell  perl’uaded  of  their  prin¬ 
ciples,  aud  by  turning  my  mind  inward  to  the 
divine  gift,  (according  to  their  doclriue)  it  gave 
me  vidtory,  in  a  great  meafure,  over  our  com¬ 
mon  enemy,  baniihed  away  my  diforderly 
imaginations,  and  renored  me  to  my  former 
regularity  :  I  received  luch  faLisradtion  and 
comfort  to  my  dillrefled  foul,  that  thereupon 
I  left  the  church  of  England,  and  joined  my- 
felf  in  fociety  with  them;  and  I  am  the  more 
confirmed  in  my  change,  elpecially  where  it 
refpedls  the  worfhip  of  our  Creator;  becaufe 
it  is  not  only  the  mofb  agreeable  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  of  truth,  but  heaven  has  given  us  af- 
furanee  of  its  approbation  thereof,  it  having 
been  at  times,  to  my  own  experience,  molt 
powerfully  attended  w  ith  the  prefence  of  the 
Moft  High. 

c  I  hope  none  will  grudge  me  this  mercy, 
becaufe  I  received  it  not  by  their  miniftry ; 
if  they  do,  I  have  caufe  to  ful’pecl  their  charity 
is  not  of  a  chrillian  latitude,  fince  our  blefied 
Redeemer  approved  not  of  that  narrownefs 
in  his  difciples  in  fomewhat  a  like  cafe.’ 

‘  But  here  to  obviate  the  objection  fome  may 
make  to  my  change,  becaufe  of  the  diftrefs  I 
lay  under,  and  the  difcompofure  I  was  fubject 

‘  to 
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c  to  at  times,  I  would  have  it  remarked,  that  Ichap. 
‘  read  the  laid  apology  beyond  my  expedation,  vn- 

*  with  more  fedatenefs  than  ufual,  and  a  more  I746> 

‘  quiet  cornpofure  of  mind  :  fo  that  with  the  in- 

c  fluence  of  the  almighty,  or  providence,  or  both, 

‘  I  had  alio  the  benefit  of  that  diftinguifhing 

*  faculty  of  man  in  the  change  of  my  opinion. 

‘  O  that  I  may  never  forget  the  Lord’s  mercy 
‘  to  my  foul,  who  had  companion  on  me  when 
c  I  wallowed  in  my  blood,  and  who  faid  to  the 
‘  dry  bones,  live.  O  that  all  fuch  as  are  vifited 
‘  by  the  chaflifmg  hand  of  their  Maker,  would 
‘  ferioufly  lay  it  to  heart,  and  confider  their 
‘  own  welfare  and  lalvation  ;  I  could  wifh  with 
‘  all  my  heart,  that  fuch  who  labour  under  this 
‘  anxiety  of  mind,  would  take  encouragement 

*  to  hope  in  the  Lord’s  mercy  through  their 
‘  bleffed  Redeemer,  by  his  kindnefs  and 
‘  long  forbearance  with  me.  I  am  a  living  mo- 
‘  nument  of  it  now;  and  1  hope  1  fhall  be  lo, 
e  while  he  affords  me  a  being  here.  If  thele 
‘  lines  fhould  come  to  the  hands  of  any  that 

*  are  afilided  and  diftreffed  as  I  was,  I  have  an 
‘  effedual  remedy,  through  mercy,  to  prefcribe 
‘  unto  them;  turn  your  mind  inward  to  the 
‘  grace  of  God  in  your  own  hearts,  refrain  from 
‘  your  own  imaginations,  be  Hill,  and  quietly 
‘  rcfign  yourfelves  to  his  holy  will,  fo  you  fhall 
‘  find  health  to  your  fouls,  refrefhmeut  to  your 

*  fpirits,  and  the  fweet  confolation  of  the  Lord 
‘  in  your  own  boloms ;  you  fhall  find  your 
£  mourning  turned  to  gladnefs,  and  your  hea- 
‘  vinefs  to  joy;  this  has  been  my  experience  of 
‘  the  gooduefs  of  the  holy  one  of  Ifrael,  who 

*  abhors  fin  and  iniquity;  therefore  I  recom- 

*  mend  it  to  you,  and  I  think  this  is  no  miftruft- 
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h  a  p  c  ing  of  the  caufe,  for  they  are  the  fick  and 
N 11  , £  wounded  in  fpirit,  not  the  whole,  that  need 

1 7^6  £  the  Phyfician. 

£  As  for  renouncing  the  covenant,  which  I 
£  and  every  cbriuian  ought  to  be  under,  of  for- 
c  faking  the  devil  and  all  his  works,  I  am  fo  far 
£  from  entertaining  one  thought  of  neglecting 
£  that  datv,  that  I  think  myfeif  wholly  obliged 
£  to  obferve  it:  and  if  I  fhould  affirm,  that 
£  through  the  grace  of  God,  and  his  afliftance, 
£  (for  otherwii'e  I  am  fatisfied  1  cannot  do  it,) 
£  the  obfervation  of  it  is  poflible,  I  can  find  no 
£  reafou  why  it  fhould  be  falfe  doctrine  in  a 
£  Quaker,  more  than  in  a  Churchman. 

£  As  for  deferring  that  church  and  miniftry 


£  which  the  Son  of  God  came  down  from  hea- 
c  ven  to  eftabiifh,  1  am  not  confcious  to  myfeif 
£  thereof;  for  I  fay,  Chrift  himfelfis  the  head 
£  of  our  Church,  and  by  his  fpirit  and  grace 
£  the  ordainer  of  our  miniftryl 

£  And  as  to  the  lad  query  my  ingenious  ac- 
£  quaintance  is  pleafed  to  propole,  I  do  let  him 
£  know,  that  my  former  delpair  and  forlorn  con- 
£  dition  has  been,  fmce  my  adhering  to  that  re- 
£  proached  people,  changed  into  a  lweet  enjoy* 
£  ment  of  the  goodnefs  of  God.  I  could  not 
£  conceal  the  Lord’s  goodnefs,  lead  he  fhould 
£  withdraw  his  mercies  from  me. 

£  I  had  no  fccular  intered  to  corrupt  me  in 
£  this  change,  it  is  apparent  to  many,  I  declined 
£  it ;  but  as  it  was  peace  with  God  my  maker, 
£  and  mercy  to  my  foul  I  wanted ;  fo  having 
£  found  the  pearl  of  great  price  among  them,  I 
£  parted  with  all  to  purchafe  it;  or  rather,  I 
£  was  reftored  to  all,  I  mean,  the  enjoyment  of 
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the  divine  goodnefs,  and  of  myfelf,  by  fetting  c  h  a  p. 
£  a  dne  value  upon  it.’  Vl1- 

This  letter  prefents  a  lively  pidure  of  humi- 
lity,  fincerity,  difintereftednefs,  meeknefs  and  ' 
modefty  in  the  writer,  which  qualities  feem  the 
diftinguifhing  traits  in  his  charader;  for  al¬ 
though  qualified  by  his  good  lenfe  and  literary 
accomplishments  to  make  a  figure  in  life,  and 
particularly  in  the  fociety  with  W’hich  he  thus 
alfociated  himfelf;  yet  he  declined  rather  than 
courted  popularity,  feeking  in  a  retired  life,  to 
attain  the  favour  of  heaven,  by  growing  in 
grace,  in  the  faving  knowledge  of  God,  and  in 
the  acquifition  of  pure  virtue  and  folid  peace  of 
mind,  more  than  to  win  human  applaufe  by  a 
difplay  of  his  abilities  natural  or  acquired.  He 
appeared  at  times  as  a  miniiier,  moftly,  I  appre¬ 
hend,  among  his  friends  in  the  place  of  his  re- 
fidence,  or  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  as  he 
found  his  mind  opened  and  enlarged  in  love  to 
his  brethren,  for  the  lall  twenty  years  of  his 
life,  whereby  they  were  often  edified  and  pro¬ 
fitably  a  defied,  and  that  not  only  by  his  lively 
miuiftry,  but  by  the  awful,  weighty  frame  of  his 
fpirit  manifeft  in  the  folid  gravity  of  his  coun¬ 
tenance,  as  he  fat  in  religious  meetings,  feed¬ 
ing  on  the  bread  of  life.  And  when  from  the 
fulnefs  of  his  heart,  his  mouth  was  opened  to 
miniiier,  his  words  were  few’  and  favoury,  fea- 
foned  with  grace,  to  the  affefling  the  hearts  of 
the  well-minded,  but  to  the  difappointment  of 
fuch,  as  knowing  him,  expefled  to  hear  the 
eloquent  orator  in  lengthened  difcourfes,  deli¬ 
vered  in  elegance  of  expreffion;  for  abiding 
under  the  power  of  the  crofs  of  Chrifl,  as  in 
his  general  condufl,  fo  particularly  in  the  exer- 
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chap,  cife  of  his  miniftry,  his  aim  was  ftill  of  a  higher 
Ui~  ,  nature,  than  to  catch  the  admiration  of  men ; 
,7^6  the  unity  of  the  brethren  in  the  bond  of  peace, 
the  edifying  them  in  love,  and  the  approbation  of 
his  Maker  for  the  difeharge  of  his  dutv  in  fin- 
cerity  and  godly  fimplicity,  were  the  important 
ends  he  had  in  view;  imitating  the  felf-denying 
example  of  the  apoftle,  which  he  thus  deferibes. 
1.  Cor.  ii.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5-  -f  came  not  with  ex¬ 
cellency  of  fpeech,  or  of  wifdom ,  declaring  unto 
you  the  tejlimony  of  God ;  for  I  determined  not 
to  know  any  thing  among  you ,  fave  Jefus  Chrif , 
and  him  crucifed.  And  my  fpeech  and  my 
preaching  was  not  with  the  enticing  words  of 
man  s  wifdom ,  hut  in  the  demorjf  ration  of  the 
fpirit  and  of  power.  That  your  faith  Jhou Id  not 
fand  in  the  wifdom  of  men,  hut  in  the  power  of 
God. 

After  his  joining  this  fociety  he  employed 
himfelf  in  the  education  of  youth,  having  kept 
a  fchool  for  about  thirty-five  years  in  their 
meeting-houfe  at  Pontinioyle,  where  he  inftruct- 
ed  his  pupils  in  the  ufeful  pares  of  literature,  as 
latin,  greek  and  geography,  with  various  bran¬ 
ches  of  the  mathematics;  yet  their  inftitution 
in  virtue,  by  endeavourtng  to  preferve  them 
in  innocence,  and  fixing  religious  impreffions 
upon  their  minds,  appears  to  have  been  the 
principal  object  in  his  \  iew  :  for  which  purpofe 
he  confcientioufly  declined  inftru&ing  them  in 
the  heathen  authors,  for  fear  of  depraving  their 
tafte  for  the  pure  principles  of  chriftianity;  and 
moftly  in  the  evening  of  the  day  he  held  a  re¬ 
ligious  opportunity  with  his  family  and  the 
fcholars  who  boarded  with  him,  to  wait  in 
filence  upon  the  Lord,  to  initiate  them  into  feri- 

ous 
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oas  meditation  in  redrednefs  of  mind,  and  (as  chap. 
he  felt  his  way  open)  to  influence  them  to  their  V1K 
moral  and  religious  duties,  particularly  this  of 
waiting  in  filenee ;  laying  before  them  the  be¬ 
nefit  thence  arifmg,  for  feafoniug  their  tender 
minds  with  profitable  confiderations,  and 
ftrengthening  them  to  draw  near  their  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  not  with  the  mouth  or  the  lip,  but 
with  the  prevailing  language  of  the  heart,  awak¬ 
ened  to  a  feeling  fenfe  of  what  it  hands  in 
need  of. 

Thus  he  feems  to  have  confined  his  fervice 
and  his  acquaintance  pretty  much  to  the  place 
of  his  refidence,  and  however  little  known  in 
other  parts,  yet  here,  where  he  was  known, 
he  was  efteemed  and  afledlionately  regarded  for 
his  private  virtues,  and  public  fervices ;  the 
meeting  to  which  he  beloaged  having  borne  tef- 
timony  thereto,  that,  “  His  memory  is  dear  to 
“  us,  and  being  dead  he  yet  fpeaketh.”  He 
officiated  as  clerk  to  the  monthly  meeting  for 
the  greateft  part  of  the  time  he  lived  there,  and 
of  confequeuce  w7as  much  concerned  in  manag¬ 
ing  the  dilcipline  of  the  fociety;  in  which  en¬ 
gagement  his  meeknefs  and  patience  w7ere  con- 
ipicuous,  in  his  forbearance  towards  fuch  as  by 
their  unguarded  conduH,  had  juftly  defervedthe 
cenfure  of  the  church ;  and  his  mild  manner  ot 
treating  with  them  has  reached  l'ome,  and  re 
claimed  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  deviations;  his 
humility  in  feeking  no  pre-eminence  by  the  fu- 
periority  of  his  taleuts  fpiritual  or  natural,  but 
condefcendiug  to  the  weakeft  in  charity  and 
pure  love  ;  plainly  demon llrating  whofe  difciple 
he  was.  .Regarded  by  his  friends  as  an  elder 
and  pillar  in  the  church,  worthy  of  double  ho¬ 
nour. 
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chap,  nour,  exercifing  the  overfight  thereof,  not  as  a 
,  V11‘  lord  over  the  heritage  -  but  as  an  example  to  the 
1746.  Hock. 

His  cireumfpect  condudl  was  truly  exemplary, 
correlponding  with  his  dodtrine,  and  the  princi¬ 
ples  which  he  profeflfed.  In  his  converfation 
he  was  affable  and  engaging,  inftrudlive  and  edi¬ 
fying.  So  having  paffed  his  life  here  in  pure 
felf-denial,  in  profpecl  of  the  recompenfe  of  re¬ 
ward  in  the  life  to  come,  he  finifhed  his  courfe 
in  this  world  in  peace,  the  17th  of  2d  month, 
1746,  about  the  68th  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
interred  in  friend’s  burying  ground  at  Pon- 
timoyle,  aforelaid,  and  his  funeral  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  numerous  body  of  moll;  perfuaflons  and 
ranks  in  life. 

Account  of  Similar  to  the  convincement  of  Evan  Bevan, 
Samuel  was  that  of  Samuel  Crilp,  a  clergyman  of  the 
Crifp’s  church  of  England,  who  gives  the  follow- 

convince-  •  r  1  •  •  °  •  i 

ment.  mg  account  ci  hi s  convince  men  t;  m  a  letter  to  a 
friend. 

4  My  dear  Friend,  ' 

4  1  received  a  letter  from  thee,  th^  week  be- 
c  fore  laft,  which  was  fent  by  thy  uncle  Bolton  : 
4  there  was  a  great  many  kind  expreilions  in 
4  it,  and  in  thy  After  Clopton’s  likewife.  I  ac- 
4  knowledge  myfelf  much  obliged  to  you  both, 
c  and  to  the  whole  family,  for  many  repeated 
c  kindneflfes,  and  if  my  fchool  had  not  ingrafted 
4  fo  much  of  my  time,  I  would  have  taken  op- 
4  portunity  to  anfwer  my  dear  friend’s  letter 
4  now,  and  upon  that  account  my  delay  will  be 
c  the  more  excufable.’ 

£  The  news  thou  haft  heard  of  my  late  change 
4  is  really  true,  I  cannot  conceal  it,  for  it  is 
4  what  I  glory  in;  neither  was  it  any  profpeH 

4  of 
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of  temporal  advantage  that  induced  me  to  it,  c  h  a  p. 
but  a  fin  cere  love  to  the  truth,  and  pure  re-  ,  v 
gard  to  my  own  foul:  neither  can  I  be  fuffici-  ,746. 
ently  thankful  to  God,  that  he  hath  let  me 
live  to  this  glorious  day,  and  not  cut  me  off  in 
the  midll  of  my  fins  and  provocations  againft 
him;  he  is  long-fuffering  to  us-ward,  not  wil¬ 
ling  that  any  fhould  perifh,  but  that  all  fhould 
come  to  repentance:  he  hath  brought  me  off 
from  the  forms  and  fhadows  of  religion,  and  let 
me  fee  in  a  more  illuftrious  manner  what  is  the 
life  and  fubftance  of  it,  as  he  found  me  in  fome 
degree  faithful  to  that  meafure  of  light  and 
knowledge  he  had  bellowed  on  me,  whilft  I  was 
in  the  communion  of  the  church  of  England  ; 
therefore  he  was  pleafed  of  late,  as  I  humbly 
waited  upon  him,  to  make  known  to  me 
greater  and  deeper  mylleries  of  his  kingdom ; 
and  I  can  truly  fay,  that  I  find  by  daily  expe¬ 
rience,  as  I  keep  low  and  retired  into  that  pure 
gift  which  he  hath  planted  w  ithin  me,  things 
are  every  day  more  and  more  cleared  up  to 
me,  and  the  truth  fliines,  and  prevails  greatly 
over  the  kingdom  of  darknefs;  and  if  I  fhould 
now  turn  my  back  upon  fuch  manifeftations  as 
thefe,  and  entangle  myfelf  again  with  the  yoke 
of  bondage,  lurely  I  fhould  grieve  the  holy 
fpirit,  fo  that  he  might  jullly  withdraw  his 
kind  operations,  and  never  return  more  to  af- 
fift  and  comfort  me;  for  God  is  not  mocked; 
religion  is  a  very  ferious  and  weighty  thing; 
repentance  and  falvation  are  not  to  be  trifled 
with,  nor  is  turning  to  God,  to  be  put  off  till 
our  ow'n  time,  leifure,  or  convCnicncy,  but  we 
mull  love  and  cherilh  the  lealt  appearance  of 
Chriff,  not  flighting  or  defpifing  the  day  of 

‘  linall 
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a  p.  4  fmall  things,  but  embrace  the  firft  opportuni- 
x'  ;  4  ty  of  following  Chrift  in  any  of  his  commands : 

17+6  ‘  When  he  fpeaks,  there  is  fuch  force  and  au- 

4  thority  in  it,  that  we  cannot  hand  to  cavil, 
4  difpute,  or  afk  queftions;  for  unlefs  w7e  will 
f  be  fo  obftinate  as  to  fhut  our  eyes  again  ft  the 
4  fun,  we  rauft  needs  confefs  to  the  truth  of  his 
‘  doclrine,  and  prefently  ftrike  in  with  it ;  and 
4  ’  therefore  when  for  feveral  weeks  I  had  lived 
c  more  privately  and  retiredly  in  London,  than 
4  was  ufual,  fafting  twice  or  thrice  in  a  week,  or 
4  fometimes  more,  fpending  my  time  in  reading 
4  the  Scriptures,  and  in  prayer  to  God,  this  was 
4  a  good  preparation  of  my  mind,  to  receive  the 
4  truth  which  he  was  then '  about  to  make 
4  known  to  me :  I  lamented  the  errors  of  my 
4  paft  life,  and  was  defirous  to  attain  a  more  ex- 
4  cellent  degree  of  holinefs  than  I  had  difeover- 
4  ed  in  the  church  of  England.  In  this  religi- 
4  ous  retirement,  God  knew7  the  breathings  of  my 
4  foul,  how  fincere  I  w7as,  and  refigned  to  him 
4  when  alone ;  I  wanted  him  to  fet  me  free,  and 
4  to  fpeak  peace  and  comfort  to  my  foul,  which 
4  was  grieved  and  wrearied  with  the  burden  of 
4  my  fin;  for  though  I  had  ft ridtly  conformed 
4  myfelf  to  the  orders  and  ceremonies  of  the 
4  church  of  England,  and  had  kept  myfelf  from 
4  running  into  any  great  or  fcandalous  enormities, 

4  the  fear  of  the  Almighty  preferving  me,  yet 
4  ftill  I  had  not  that  reft  and  fatisfaftion  in  my- 
4  felf  which  I  defired,  and  greatly  longed  for; 

4  I  found  when  I  had  examined  my  ftate  and 
4  condition  to  God-ward,  that  things  were  not 
4  right  U'ith  me*. 

4  As  for  a  fober  and  plaufible  converfation  in 
4  the  eye  of  the  world,  I  knew  that  was  a  very 
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c  eafy  attainment,  a  good  natural  ‘temper,  with  chap. 

*  The  advantageof  a  literal  education,  will  quick-  V1L 
c  ly  furnifh  a  man  with  abilities  for  that,  fo  that 

‘  he  {hall  be  looked  upon  as  a  faint,  and  very 
‘  fpiritual,  when  perhaps  in  chains  of  darknefs, 
c  in  the  gall  of  bitternels,  and  in  the  very  bond 
c  of  iniquity:  if  this  lort  of  righteoufnefs  would 
c  have  done,  perhaps  I  might  make  as  fair  pre- 
‘  tenfions  that  way  as  fome  others;  but  alas,  I 
c  quickly  law  the  emptmefs  and  unfatisfabtori- 
c  nels  of  thole  things  :  this  is  a  covering  that 
£  will  not  protebt  or  hide  us  from  the  wrath 
e  of  the  Almighty  when  he  comes  to  judgment: 

‘  his  not  a  man’s  natural  temper,  nor  his  edu- 
‘  cation  that  makes  him  a  good  chriftian ;  this 
is  not  the  righteoufnefs  which  the  gofpel  calls 
£  for,  nor  is  this  the  truth  in  the  inward  parts 
‘  which  God  requires;  the  heart  and  affebbons 
‘  mull  be  cleanled  and  purified  before  we  can 
c  be  acceptable  to  God  ;  therefore  it  wras  death 
‘  to  me  to  think  of  taking  up  my  reft  in  a  for- 
c  mal  pretence  of  holinefs,  w  herein  yet  I  faw  to 
my  grief  abundance  of  people  wrapt  them- 
‘  {elves,  flept  fecurely  and  quietly,  dreaming  of 
c  the  felicity  of  paradife,  as  if  heaven  were  now 
c  their  own,  and  they  needed  not  trouble  them- 

*  lelves  any  more  about  religion ;  I  could  not 
entertain  fo  dangerous  an  opinion  as  this,  for 

*  then  I  fhould  be  tempted  to  take  up  my  reft 
by  the  way,  whiift  I  was  tratelling  towards 

‘  the  promifed  land.  I  think  I  ruade  a  little 
‘  progrefs  in  a  holy  li.e,  and  through  God’s  af- 
‘  ft  fiance  I  weakened  fome  of  my  ipiritual  ene¬ 
mies,  whiift  I  lived  in  the  communion  of  the 

*  national  church.  I  thank  my  God,  I  can 
£  truly  lay,  whiift  I  ufed  thofe  prayers,  I  did  it 
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chap.  £  with  zeal  and  fincerity,  in  his  fear  and  dread, 
'j11,  4  but  ftill  I  ceafed  not  my  earnefl  fupplication 

1^46.  c  to  him  in  private,  that  he  would  fhew  me 
4  fomething,  more  excellent,  that  I  might  get  a 
4  a  more  complete  viftory  over  all  my  lulls  and 
c  pa  Tons,  and  might  perfedl  righteoulnefs  before 
£  him ;  for  I  found  a  great  many  fins  and  weak- 
4  nefles  daily  attending  me  :  and  though  I  made 
4  frequent  refolu  lions  to  forfake  thofe  fins,  yet 
e  ftill  the  temptation  was  too  ftrong  for  me,  fo 
£  that  often  1  had  caufe  to  complain  with  the 
£  apoftle  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  foul,  0  wretck- 
4  ed  man  that  I  am,  who  Jhall  deliver  me  from  the 
4  body  of  this  death l  Who  {hall  let  me  tree,  and 
£  give  me  ftrength  to  triumph  over  fin,  the 
£  wrorld  and  the  devil,  that  I  may  in  every 
£  thing  pleafe  God,  and  there  may  not  be 
£  the  leaf!  thought,  word,  or  motion,  gefture, 
£  or  aftion,  but  what  is  exactly  agreeable 
£  to  his  molt  holy  will,  as  if  I  faw  him  Handing 
£  before  me,  and  as  if  I  w^ere  to  be  judged  by 
4  him  for  the  thought  of  my  heart  next  moment. 
‘  O  divine  life !  O  leraphic  foul !  O  that  I 
4  could  always  Hand  here  !  for  here  is  no  re- 
4  flection,  no  forrow,  no  repentance!  But  at 
4  God’s  right  hand  there  is  perfed.  peace,  and  a 
4  river  of  unfpeakable  joy.  O  that  we  might 
4  imitate  the  life  of  JESUS,  and  be  thoroughly 
4  furnilhed  unto  every  good  word  and  work  ! 

4  This  was  the  frequent  breathing  of  my  foul  to 
4  God  when  I  was  in  the  country,  but  more  efpe- 
4  daily  after  I  had  left  my  new  preferment  of  a 
4  chaplain,  and  took  private  lodgings  in  Lon- 
4  don.  In  this  retirement  I  hope  I  may  fay, 

4  without  boafting,  that  I  was  very  devout  and 
4  religious,  and  I  found  great  comfort  and  re- 
4  freftiment  in  it  from  the  Lord,  who  let  me  fee 
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c  the  beauty  of  holinefs  ;  and  the  fweetnefs  that  chap. 

*  arifes  from  an  humbled  mortified  life,  was  vu- 

£  then  very  pleafant  to  my  tafte,  and  I  rejoiced  1 746^ 
c  in  it  more  than  in  all  the  delights  and  plea- 
‘  lures  of  the  world. 

‘  And  now  it  pleafed  God  to  Ihevv  me,  that 
‘  if  I  would  indeed  live  Unfitly  and  holily  as  be- 
£  comes  the  gofpel,  then  I  muft  leave  the  com- 
£  munion  of  the  church  of  England,  but  knew 
£  not  yet  which  way  to  determine  myl'elf,  nor 
‘  to  what  body  of  men  I  fhould  join,  who  were 
c  more  orthodox,  and  more  regular  in  their 
£  lives.  As  for  the  (Quakers  fo  called,  I  was  fo 

*  great  a  ftranger  to  them,  that  I  had  never 
£  read  any  of  their  books,  nor  do  I  remember, 

£  that  ever  I  converfed  with  any  one  man  of  that 
£  communion  in  my  whole  life :  I  think  there  was 
£  one  in  Foxly  wnile  I  was  curate  there,  but  I 
£  never  Lw  the  man,  though  I  went  feveral 
£  times  to  his  houfe  on  purpofe  to  talk  with 
£  him,  and  to  bring  him  oft'  from  his  mad  and 
£  wild  enthufiafm,  as  I  then  ignorantly  thought 
c  it  to  be  :  as  for  that  way,  I  knew  it 
£  was  every  where  fpoken  again!!;  he  that  had 
£  a  mind  to  appear  more  witty  and  ingenious 
£  than  the  reft,  would  chute  this  for  the  fubjefi! 

£  of  his  profane  jefts  and  drollery;  with  this  he 
£  makes  fport,  and  diverts  the  company;  for  a 
‘  Quaker  is  but  another  name  for  a  fool  or  a 
£  madman,  and  was  l'carce  ever  mentioned  but 
£  with  fcorn  and  contempt.  As  for  drollery  I 
£  confefs  I  was  never  any  great  friend  to  it;  but 
£  indeed  if  all  was  true  that  was  laid  to  the 
£  Quakers  charge,  I  thought  that  they  we  e 
£  foine  of  tire  worft  people  that  e\  er  appeared 
‘  in  the  world,  and  wondered  with  what  face 

*  they  could  call  themfelves  chriftians,  fince  I 
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a  p. c  was  told  they  denied  the  fundamental  articles 
'•  ‘  of  the  holy  faith,  to  which  I  ever  bore  the 

.  j  £  higheft  veneration  and  efteem;  and  notwith- 
c  Handing  I  had  always  lived  at  the  greateft 
‘  diftance  from  that  people,  and  was  very  zeal- 
c  ous  in  the  vvorfhip  of  the  church  of  England, 
c  and  upon  all  occafions  would  fpeak  very  ho- 
£  nourably  of  it,  moreover  was  content  to 
£  fuffer  fome  few  inconveniences  upon  that  ac- 
‘  count,  (as  thou  very  well  knoweft)  yet  my  fa- 
£  ther  Hill  looked  upon  me  as  inclining  to  the 
£  Quakers ;  and  fome  years  ago  fignified  to  a 
‘  friend,  he  was  afraid  I  would  become  an  en- 
£  thufiaft;  and  whilft  I  was  at  Bungan  fchool, 
£  he  fent  me  two  books  to  read  that  were  writ¬ 
ten  againft  the  Quakers,  one  of  which  was 
£  John  Faldo’s,  who  hath  been  fufficiently  ex- 
£  pofed  for  it  by  William  Penn. 

£  Whilft  1  lived  in  London  in  that  private  re- 
£  tired  manner  (I  was  juft  now  fpeaking  of) 
£  walking  very  humble  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
£  having  opportunity  to  reflefl  upon  my  paft  life, 
‘  as  I  had  oecafion  to  be  one  day  at  a  bookfel- 
£  ler’s  lhop,  I  happened  to  call  my  eye  on 
£  Barclay’s  works ;  and  having  heard  in  the 
£  country  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  account 
£  among  the  Quakers,  I  had  a  mind  to  fee  what 
£  their  principles  were,  and  what  defence  they 
£  could  make  for  themfelves ;  for  fure  thought 
£  I,  thefe  people  are  not  fo  filly  and  ridiculous, 
£  nor  maintainers  of  i’uch  horrid  opinions,  as 
£  the  author  of  the  Snake  and  fome  others  would 
£  make  us  believe.  I  took  Barclay  home  with 
-£  me,  and  I  read  him  through  in  a  weeks  time, 
£  fave  a  little  treatife  at  the  end,  which  finding 
£  to  be  very  philofophical,  I  omitted ;  but  how- 
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£  ever  I  foon  read  enough  to  convince  me  of c  h  a  p. 
c  my  own  blindnefs  and  ignorance,  in  the  things  vu* 

4  oi  God ;  there  I  found  a  light  to  break  in  upon  ^'  5 
‘  my  mind,  which  did  mightily  refrelh  and  com- 
£  fort  me  in  that  poor  low,  and  humbled  date,  in 
£  which  Ithen  was;  fori  was  then,  and  indeed  had 
4  been  for  a  confiderable  time  before,  very  hun- 
‘  gry  and  thirfty  after  righteoufnefs,  and  there- 
£'  fore  I  received  the  truth  with  all  readinefs  <.  f 
£  mind;  ’twas  like  balm  to  my  foul,  and  as 
£  fhowers  of  rain  to  the  thirlly  earth,  which 
£  is  parched  with  heat  and  drought.  This  au- 
£  thor  laid  tilings  down  fo  plainly,  and  proved 
f  them  v  ith  ftich  ingenuity  and  dexterity  of 
£  learning,  and  opened  the  feriptures  fo  clearly 
£  to  me,  that  without  Handing  to  cavil,  difpute, 

£  raife  argument  or  objection,  or  confulting  with 
£  fiefh  and  blood,  1  prefently  refigned  myfelf  to 
£  God,  and  weeping  for  joy  that  I  had  found  fo 
‘  great  a  trealure,  I  often  thanked  him  with 
£  tears  in  my  eyes,  for  fo  kind  a  vilitation  cf  his 
£  lo\e,  that  he  was  gracioully  pleafecl  to  look 
£  toward  me  when  my  foul  cried  after  him ;  fo, 

£  though  before  I  was  in  great  doubt  and  trou- 
‘  ble  of  mind,  not  knowing  which  way  to  deter- 
‘  mine  myfelf,  yet  now  the  fun  breaking  out  fo 
c  powerfully  upon  me,  the  clouds  were  fcattered. 

1  I  was  now  fully  fatisfied  in  my  own  mind 
£  which  way  I  ought  to  go,  and  to  what  body  of 
1  people  I  fhouldjoin  myfelf. 

£  So  I  immediately  left  the  communion  of  the 
£  church  of  England,  and  went  to  Gracious-flreet 
‘  meeting.  After  1  had  read  Barclay,  I  read 
£  fome  other  books  of  that  kind, among  which  was 
£  an  excellent  piece,  though  in  a  fmall  volume, 

£  called,  No  crofs  no  crown:  thus  I  continued 
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a  p. e  reading  and  frequenting  meetings  for  feveral 
1L  , 4  weeks  together,  but  did  not  let  any  one  foul 
1746.  £  know  what  I  was  about:  the  firft  man  I  con- 

4  verfed  with  was  George  W  hitehead,  aud  this 
4  was  feveral  weeks  after  I  began  to  read  Bar- 
4  day,  and  frequent  their  meetings:  by  him  I 
4  was  introduced  into  more  acquaintance,  and 
4  fti’il  the  farther  I  went,  the  more  I  liked  their 
4  plainnefs,  and  the  decency  and  fimplicity  of 
4  their  converfation :  They  do  not  ufe  the  cere- 
4  monies  and  lalutations  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
4  land,  bur  fhake  hands  freely,  and  converfe  toge- 
4  theras  brothers  and  lifters,  that  are  fprungofthe 
4  fame  royal  feed,  and  made  kings  and  priefts  un- 
4  to  God.  O,  the  love,  the  fweetnefs  and  ten- 
4  dernefs  of  affection  I  have  feen  amonsr  this 

O 

4  people  !  By  this ,  fays  Chri \k,fhall  all  men  know 
4  that  ye  are  my  difciples ,  if  you  have  love  one  to 
4  another-.  Put  on  therefore,  fays  the  apoftle,  (as 
4  elect  of  God  holy  and  beloved)  'bowels  of  mercy , 

4  kindnefs,  humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs,  long- 
4  fujfering. 

4  Thuss  my  dear  friend,  I  have  given  thee  an 
4  account  of  my  proceeding  on  this  affair.  As 
4  to  my  bodily  ftate,  if  thou  defireft  to  know 
4  what  it  is,  I  may  acquaint  thee  that  I  have 
4  my  health,  as  well  as  ever,  and  I  blefs  God  I 
4  have  food  and  raiment  fufficient  for  me,  fo 
4  that  I  want  no  outward  thing;  and  I  have  the 
4  neceflities  and  conveniences  of  life  liberally : 

4  let  us  not  burden  ourfelves  with  taking  care 
4  for  the  vanities  and  ibperfluities  of  it ;  let  us 
4  poffefs  our  veffels  in  fcnd.if cation  and  honour', 

4  and  as  we  bring  our  minds  into  perfedt  fubjec- 
4  tion  to  the  whole  will  of  God,  fo  let  us  bring 
4  our  body  to  the  moil  fimple  and  natural  way 
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of  living,  being  content  with  the  fewefl  chap. 
things,  never  dudying  to  gratify  our  wan-  V1K 
ton  appetites,  nor  to  follow  the  cudoms  and 
humours  of  men,  but  how  we  may  lb  contracl 
our  earthly  cares  and  plealures,  that  we  may 
bring  mod  glory  to  God,  molt  health  and 
peace  to  our  own  fouls,  and  do  molt  fervice 
to  the  truth;  and  if  this  be  our  aim,  certainly 
a  very  l'mall  portion  of  the  things  of  this 
world  will  fuffice  us :  feeing  we  are  chridians, 
we  fhould  therefore  earneltiy  purfue  thcfe 
things  which  bring  us  neared  to  God,  and 
which  are  mod  perfective  of  human  nature ;  for 
what  is  more  than  a  competency,  feems  to  be  a 
burden  to  a  generous  philofophical  foul,  w'hich 
would  breathe  in  a  pure  vehicle,  that  fo  it 
may  have  a  quick  fenfe  and  relifh  of  all 
bleffings,  both  of  the  fuperior  and  inferior 
Worlds. 

‘  Thou  know^ed,  my  dear  friend,  that  religion 
is  a  very  ferious  thing,  and  repentance  is  a 
great  work,  and  one  precious  immortal  foul, 
is  of  more  worth  than  ten  thou  fan  d  perifhing 
worlds,  with  all  their  pomp  and  glory:  there¬ 
fore  let  us  take  courage,  and  be  valiant  for  the 
truth  upon  the  earth,  let  us  not  content  our- 
felves  with  a  name  and  profeflion  of  godlinefs, 
let  us  come  to  the  life  and  power  of  it,  let  us 
nor  defpond  of  getting  the  viClory ;  we  have  a 
little  drength  for  God;  let  us  be  faithful  to 
him,  and  he  will  give  us  more  drength,  fo  that 
wTe  fhall  fee  the  enemy  of  our  peace  fall  before 
us,  and  nothing  fhall  be  impoffible  unto  us  :  I 
fay,  my  friend,  let  us  be  faithful  to  that  mea- 
fure  of  light  and  knowledge  which  God  has 
given  us,  to  be  profited  and  edified  by  it  in  a 

‘  fpiritual 
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c  h  a  p.  c  fpiritual  life,  and  as  God  fees  we  are  diligent  and 
„  Vlf'  £  faithful  to  work  with  the  ftrength  we  have,  he 
1746.  ‘  will  more  and  more  enlighten  us,  fo  that  we 

£  fhall  fee  to  the  end  of  thofe  forms  and 
£  fhadows  of  religion  wherein  we  have  formerly 
c  lived;  but  if  he  fees  we  are  about  to  lake  up 
£  our  reft  in  thofe  fhadows,  that  we  growr  cold 
£  and  indifferent  in  the  purfuit  of  hoiinefs,  run- 
c  ning  out  into  notions  and  fpeculations,  and 
£  have  more  mind  to  difpute,  and  to  make 
£  a  fhew'  of  learning  and  lubtility,  than  to  lead  a 
£  holy  and  devout  life,  then  ’tis  juft  with  God 
£  to  leave  us  in  a  carnal  and  polluted  fiate,  to 
£  continue  yet  but  in  the  outward  court,  where 
£  we  may  pleafe  ourfelves  with  beholding  the 
£  beauty  and  ornaments  of  a  worldly  fanctuary, 
£  and  never  witnefs  the  veil  being  taken  away, 
£  and  that  we  are  brought  by  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
£  into  the  holieft  of  all,  where  alone  there  is 
e  true  peace  with  God,  and  reft  to  the  weary 
£  foul.  I  could  fay  much  upon  this  head,  if 
£  time  or  leifure  would  give  leave. 

£  As  for  2  particular  anfwer  to  thy  letter,  I 
£  have  not  time  now  to  give  it ;  and  for  the 
£  prefent  let  this  general  anfwer  fuffice:  and  if 
£  thou  wilt  couftder  things  in  their  pure  ab- 
£  ftradled  nature,  and  not  fuffer  the  prejudice 
£  of  education  to  fway  thee,  but  in  fear  and  hu- 
£  mility  wilt  fearch  out  the  truth  for  thyfelf, 

£  thou  wilt  find  that  there  needs  no  other  an- 
£  fwer  to  thy  letter  than  what  I  have  already 
c  given;  for  by  waiting  upon  God,  and  dili- 
£  gently  feekinghim,  thou  wilt  find  an  anfwer  to  it 
£  in  thy  ownbofom,  and  this  w  ill  be  much  more 
£  full,  clear  and  fatisfabtory  than  I,  or  any  other 
£  man  living  can  pretend  to  give  thee,  or  any 
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‘  other  friend  who  hath,  lovingly  wrote  to  me,  chap. 
‘  for  whom  I  defire,  with  all  the  fincere  hearted  vn- 
‘  in  the  church  of  England,  that  they  may 
‘  come  to  witnefs  the  almighty  power  of  God,  ' 

‘  to  jave  and  redeem  them  from  every  yoke; 

‘  and  that  they  may  fee  clearly  to  the  end  of 
‘  thofe  things  which  are  abolifhed,  and  come  to 
‘  the  enjoyment  of  fpiritual  and  heavenly 
‘  things  themfelves,  is  the  daily  prayer  and  deep 
£  travel  of  my  foul,  God  knoweth.  ’Till  I  can 
‘  be  more  particular,  if  thou  pieafe  thou  mayeft 
‘  communicate  this  to  them,  and  let  them  know 
c  that  I  am  well,  and  thank  them  for  their 
£  kind  letters.  Let  us  remember  to  pray  for 
£  one  another  with  all  fervency,  that  we  may 
£  Hand  pcrfed  in  the  whole  will  of  God,  Amen, 

£  faith  my  foul.  I  am  thy  moll  affe&ionate 
£  friend  and  fervant  in  Jefus, 

£  Samuel  Crisp.’ 

This  epiHle  and  the  former  of  Evan  Bevan 
are  introduced  by  William  Sewel  as  inllauces, 
among  many  others,  that  thofe  from  other 
focieties,  who  have  joined  the  people  called 
Quakers,  have  been  induced  thereto,  not  by  in- 
terefted,but  by  pure  confcientious  motives  ;  while 
thofe  few  who  have  left  them  to  attach  them¬ 
felves  to  the  eilablilhed  church,  or  other  pro- 
fellions,  have  been  generally  a£luated  by  pique, 
felf-intereft,  libertinifm  or  ambition,  to  indulge 
themfelves  in  a  latitude  of  conduct,  which  the 
rules  of  this  fociety  do  not  allow'  of,  or  to  attain 
thofe  honours  or  profitable  employments,  which 
are  relinked  to  a  conformity  to  the  eftablilhcd 
religion. 
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Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. — The  Quakers  (fo  cal¬ 
led)  fend  R.  Barclay's  Apology  to  each  of  the 
Plenipotentiaries. — Letter  to  the  Ambajfadors. — 
Account  of  Benjamin  Kidd. — Alteration  of  tfie 
■  Style. — Paper  of  Advice  thereupon. — Account  of 
fokn  Richardfon  and  Samuel  Bownas. — Cafe  of 
Daniel  Hollis,  who  died,  a  Pnjoner. — Account  of 
Peter  Andrews  and  Abraham  Farrington. — 
Death  of  King  George  II. 

C„*,T  H  E  war  which  had  begun  between  Eng- 
vllt-  ,  land  and  Spain  in  1 739,  Hill  continued  ;  and  in 
174b.  intermediate  time,  the  flame  had  fpread 

over  feveral  parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
but  by  this  time,  the  feveral  warring  powers 
w^ere  heartily  tired  of  contefts  which  had  con- 
fumed  profuflon  of  blood  and  treafure,  and  had 
been  productive  of  abundance  of  mifchief,  and 
in  the  events  of  which,  all,  in  their  turns  had 
found  themfelves  difappointed,  as  generally  hap- 
IiTla7-  °f  pens  *n  war^e  contentions.  A  negotiation  w^as 
Chapeiie.  therefore  refolved  upon,  and  the  contending 
powers  agreed  to  hold  a  congrefs  at  Aix-la* 
The  peo-  Chapeiie,  for  the  purpofe  of  concluding  a  peace, 
pie  called  to  which  all  the  powers  at  war  fent  their  Pleni- 
FKeptiaries. 

agree  to  The  people  called  Quakers  in  London  (as 
gar_  had  been  done  before  at  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen) 
day's  apo-  at  the  inftance  of  Simeon  Warner  refolved  to 
Mdi  of  the  ^en<^  ^ome  °i*  Robert  Barclay’s  apologies  to  Aix- 

plenipo-  la- 

tentiaries. 
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la-Chapelle,  to  be  prefeuted  to  the  Plenipoten-  chap. 
tiaries  of  the  feveral  ftates  adembled  there  for  vm- 
this  purpofe ;  and  Jan  Vander  Werf  of  Amfter 
dam,  being  reputed  to  be  the  propereft  perfon 
to  deliver  the  fame,  being  writ  to  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  he  eonfented. 

In  the  mean  time  it  was  thought  expedient  to  with  an 
prepare  an  epitlle  by  way  of  introduction,  as  ^i,le  to 
reaions  for  prefenting  the  apology,  which  being 
drawn  up  and  approved,  was  printed  in  Englilh 
and  Latin,  and  is  as  followeth. 

To  the  Ambaffadcrs  of  the  Chriflian  Princes 
and  States,  met  to  conclude  a  general  Peace 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  People  called  Quak¬ 
ers  wifh  Health  and  Happinels. 

£  Near  a  century  ago  it  pleafed  the  Almighty 
‘  to  raife  up  a  people  in  this  kingdom,  to  pub- 
‘  liih  among  other  gofpel  truths,  the  glad  tidings 
‘  proclaimed  at  the  birth  of  our  blefl'ed  Saviour, 

‘  Glory  to  God  in  the  higkcji,  and  on  earth  peace , 

£  good  will  io  men ;  and  alio  declare  to  the  world, 

‘  the  inconliftency  of  wars  and  fighting,  with 
f  the  example  and  precepts  of  Chrift,  and  the 
£  dodrine  of  his  followers. 

£  1  he  almighty  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
£  to  continue  us  a  people  to  bear  witnefs  to  the 
‘  fame  divine  truths,  and  to  engage  us  in  love 
£  to  the  v\  hole  race  of  mankind ;  to  promote 
£  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  the  blefTed 
£  dodrines,  as  they  tend  fo  manifeftly  to  extir- 
£  pare  violence,  injufiice,  and  all  the  dreadful 
£  calamities  of  war;  to  eftablifh  peace  and  har- 
£  mony  in  the  world,  and  to  exalt  the  happinefs 
£  of  mankind  both  here  and  hereafter. 


£  To 
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chap.  4  To  contribute  as  much  as  in  us  lies  to  thefe 
,  %  ln’  . c  important  purpofes,  we  are  induced  to  requeft 
1748.  ‘  your  acceptance  and  candid  perufal  of  the 
c  apology  herewith  prefented  to  you,  written  by 
4  our  friend  Robert  Barclay,  for  the  fpreading 
4  of  truth,  and  the  information  of  mankind, 
4  which  at  the  fame  time  that  it  exhibits  the 
4  meek  and  humble  pattern  of  holy  Jefus,  the 
e  docirine  of  his  apollles,  the  fentiments  of  the 
f  early  ehriitians,  and  onr  belief  in  relation  to 
4  wars;  contains  a  compendious  view  of  the 
4  chriilian  religion,  divefted  of  all  thofe  inven- 
4  tions  with  which  it  has  been  corrupted  by  the 
4  fpirit  of  error,  the  pride,  the  wickednefs,  or 
4  the  ignorance  of  men. 

4  This  apology  was -addrefled  and  delivered 
4  by  the  author  to  Charles  If.  king  of  Great 
4  Britain,  and  accepted  by  him  and  his  royal 
4  fucceflors,  to  whom  it  has  been  f nee  prefent- 
4  ed,  with  marks  of  regard  :  we  fervently  with 
4  it  may  contribute  to  your  folid  advantage, 

4  and  by  your  means,  to  the  promotion  of  peace, 

4  righteoufnefs  and  true  piety  amongft  thofe, 

4  over  whom  your  influence  in  your  refpe&ivd 
4  fations  may  extend. 

J 

4  May  the  God  of  peace  and  love  make  you 
4  the  happy  inftruments  of  fettling  the  tranquil- 
4  lity  of  Europe  on  a  Jailing  foundation,  and 
4  perpetuate  the  bleflings  of  peace  to  the  Hates 
4  you  reprefent,  and  through  them  to  the  whole 
4  world.5 

Signed  in  London  on  behalf  of  the  aforefaid 
people,  the  igth  of  6th  month  called  Augull, 
1748. 

•  Jofeph 
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Jofeph  Ollive, 

David  Barclay, 

CHAP. 

Jacob  Hagen, 

Simeon  Warner, 

Vitl 

John  Flay  ward. 

T  nomas  Hyam. 

1748. 

A  fuitable  number  of  the  apologies,  in  differ¬ 
ent  languages,  beLg  lent  over  lO  Jau  v  ander 
Wert,  and  duly  received  by  dim,  he  took  a 
journey  to  Aix-la-Chapelie  to  execute  his  com- 
miilion,  and  by  the  account  received  from  him, 
he  was  pretty  well  flushed  with  the  fuccefs  he 
had,  having  waited  upon  the  feveral  ambafia- 
dors  and  prefented  them  with  apologies  as  di¬ 
rected,  from  molt  of  whom  he  met  witn  a  friend¬ 
ly  and  courteous  reception,  and  the  letter  and 
apologies  were  gratefolly  accepted,  except  by 
the  trench  ambafladors,  who  being  informed 
that  they  were  upon  religious  affairs,  {ignited 
they  had  no  occaiion  for. them,  and  refilled  ac¬ 
cepting  them. 

Benjamin  Kidd,  who  was  bom  at  or  near  Set-  ^c^pFt'of 
tie  in  Yorklhire,  of  parents  in  profeilion  w  ith  the  Benjamin 
people  called  Quakers,  was  educated  in  thatKlda* 
profeilion,  and  proved  a  very  acceptable  and 
ferviceable  member  and  minifter  of  the  fociety, 
and  although  his  place  in  the  efimation  of  his 
friends  and  others,  might  feem  to  require  a  more 
particular  account  of  the  tranla  ions  of  his  life 
and  of  his  fervices,yet  lor  want  of  other  authen¬ 
tic  materials,  I  mult  coniine  myfelf  to  the  te hi¬ 
nt  ony,  given  of  him  by  his  Friends. 

While  he  was  very  young  he  was  favoured 
with  the  lively  and  powerful  influences  of  div  ine 
grace,  inclining  him  to  religious  thoughtfulnefs; 
and  beii  g  faithful  to  the  dil'toveries  thereof,  he 
was  in  or  about  the  2 ill  year  of  his  age,  called 
to  the  work  of  the  miuillry ;  wherein  through  t  he 

operation 
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Chap,  operation  of  the  the  fame  divine  principle,  he 
„  vm'  ,  grew  in  his  gift,  and  foon  became  remarkable  for 
1751.  t*3e  excellency  thereof,  even  while  he  appeared 
young  in  years  ;  and  thro’  the  advancing  itages  of 
his  life,  faitnful  in  the  difcbarge  of  manifelled 
duty,  and  humbly  relying  upon  and  fervently 
feeking  divine  aid  and  p refer vation,  he  grew  in 
grace,  and  I  think  it  may  be  faid,  in  favour  with 
God  and  man. 

He  is  defcribed  by  his  contemporary  fellow 
members,  partakers  of  the  benefit  of  his  labours, 
and  witneffes  of  his  virtue,  as  a  man  endued  by 
the  fupreme  difpenfer  of  all  good,  with  eminent 
qualifications  for  lingular  ufefuluefs  and  fervice 
in  the  church.  In  the  conducing  of  the  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  fociety  manifefting  peculiar  abilities, 
and  exerting  them  for  the  good  of  the  body  in 
great  wifdom,  being  deep  in  religious  experi¬ 
ence,  found  in  judgment,  difcre.et  and  able  in 
counfel,  and  zealous  for  the  promotion  of  truth 
and  rig’nteoufnefs  in  the  earth.  I11  the  exercife 
of  his  miniftry  well  qualified  to  divide  the  word 
of  truth,  and  to  unfold  the  myfieries  of  the  gof- 
pel,  to  the  informing  and  convincing  many  who 
before  were  unacquainted  therewith,  and  to  the 
comfort  and  encouragement  of  fuch  as  were  un¬ 
der  affliction  and  diftrefs  of  mind  in  their  religi¬ 
ous  progrefs. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  fincerity  and  integrity ; 
in  his  common  converfation  becomingly  cheer¬ 
ful,  but  weighty  and  inftrudiive ;  in  his  life  and 
conduit  an  example  of  thofe  virtues,  which  his 
doitrine  recommended ;  peculiarly  kind  and 
fatherly  towards  his  friends,  he  was  greatly  re- 
fpeited  by  them ;  compaffionate  to  the  poor  and 
diftreffed  ;  generous  in  his  difpofition  ;  of  good 

underlianding 
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underftauding  in  the  affairs  of  life,  and  freely 
communicative;  he  was  very  fervieeable  and 
refpedable  amongft  his  neighbours;  and  gene¬ 
rally  beloved  by  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  deno¬ 
minations  to  whom  he  was  known. 

Being  a  man  of  univerfal  benevolence,  and 
zealous  to  do  good  to  all,  he  did  not  confine  his 
fervice  and  ufefulnefs  to  the  place  of  his  refi. 
dence  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof ;  but  fol¬ 
lowed  the  call  of  duty  in  paying  religious  vifits 
to  fundry  parts  of  England,  for  the  propagation 
of  righteoufuefs  and  truth.  And:  about  the  30th 
year  of  his  age,  he  took  a  voyage  to  America 
on  the  like  occafion,  where  many  were  convinc¬ 
ed,  and  others  confirmed  through  his  powerful 
miniftry.  His  fervice  there  was  very  great,  and 
to  the  edification,  comfort  and  fatisfadiion  of 
friends,  as  appears  by  fundry  accounts  from 
thence. 

He  afterwards  married  and  fettled  at  Ban¬ 
bury,  in  Oxfordfhire,  and  vifited  the  meetings 
of  his  friends  in  Ireland,  and  continued  his 
vifits  to  various  parts  of  England  :  the  city  of 
London  in  particular,  frequently  partook  of  the 
benefit  of  his  pious  and  fervent  labours  in  the 
miniftry,  to  the  great  help  and  confolation  of 
many;  and  in  all  his  jouruies  moving  under 
the  influence  of  divine  power  and  authority,  he 
was  enabled  to  turn  many  from  darknefs  to 
light,  and  from  the  paths  of  difobedience  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  juft. 

A  few  months  before  his  death  he  was  great¬ 
ly  afflhfted  with  the  ftone;  yet  at  times  he  w  ent  a 
little  out ;  particularly  he  attended  the  quarter¬ 
ly  meeting  at  Oxford,  in  the  10th  month,  1750, 
through  great  afflidlion  of  body.  About  a 

month 
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chap,  month  before  his  deceafe,  he  attended  the  meet- 
.  ^  11J‘  .  at  Banbury,  at  the  burial  of  a  young  man  of 
1751.  bis  acquaintance.  In  the  courfe  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  he  was  raifed,  beyond  all  expectation  to 
preach  the  gofpel  powerfully  for  about  an  hour, 
to  the  tendering  the  hearts  of  almoft  all  prefent ; 
manyofhisneighboursbeingthere,confeflc:d  with 
admiration,  to  the  power  by  w  hich  he  was  raif¬ 
ed  that  day;  remarking,  that  he  had  been  a 
good  man  all  his  time,  and  that  the  Almighty 
had  crowned  him  in  the  conclufion.  After 
this  he  was  moftly  confined  within  doors,  and 
continued  in  great  fubmiuion  to  the  divine  will, 
without  murmuring  or  repining. 

A  friend  from  London  vifiting  him,  found 
him  under  great  bodily  affliction,  but  freely  re- 
figQed  to  the  divine  will;  expreffing  his  firm 
hope  in  that  power  wfflich  had  all  along  lup- 
ported  him,  and  that  though  the  greatell 
kindnefs  to  him  was  to  foiicit  a  releafe  froirj  his 
pains,  yet  he  defired  to  be  content  ai.d  w  ait  the 
Lord’s  time;  and  when  the  faid  rriend  took  bis 
leave  of  him,  he  exprefifed  himfelf  to  him  in  an 
affedtionate  manner  to  his  great  comfort  and  en¬ 
couragement. 

At  another  time,  having  delivered  fome  excel¬ 
lent  exhortations  to  thole  prefent  with  him,  he 
added  for  their  encouragement  to  perfevere  in 
their  chriftian  progrefs,  “  I  am  under  no  fear, 
<c  nor  doubtful  apprehenfions ;  for  1  knowr  that 
“  for  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain.” 

When  he  was  leized  with  the  bie-cough,  he 
feemed  full  of  joy,  faying,  “  This  is  a  welcome 
“  me  ffeng  er,  it  is  one  fiep  nearer;”  his  wife 
Handing  by,  alking  w  hy,  he  anfwered,  “  It  will 

“  be 


3&9 


!  75 


I  . 


FEOPLE  called  QJJ  A  K  E  R  S. 

“  be  a  glorious  change,  I  am  not  afraid  to  die,  chap: 
“  and  to  put  on  immortality;  that  will  be  de-  V!H- 
“  firable,  yet  I  leave  it,  though  of  choice  I  had 
“  rather  be  diffolved;  but  the  Lord’s  time  will 
“  be  the  beft  time.” 

He  died  the  2 ill  of  3d  month,  1751,  aged 
about  59  years,  a  minifter38  years. 

In  1751,  an  ad  of  parliament  was  palled  in  Alteration 
England,  for  adopting  the  new  ftyle  inllead  ofof  thc 
the  old,  which  had  hitherto  been  ufed  in  the^le* 
Briiifh  dominions.  The  latter  has  been  termed 
the  Julian,  from  Julius  Casfar,  who  to  reduce  the 
civil  year  nearly  to  an  equality  with  the  tropi¬ 
cal,  confidered  the  year  to  confift  of  365  days, 
and  fix  hours,  and  therefore  ordered  that  to 
every  fourth  year  one  day  fhould  be  add¬ 
ed,  and  fo  make  it  conlift  of  366  days  ' 
by  adding  one  day  to  the  month  called  Febru¬ 
ary.  But  the  true  length  of  the  year  is  comput¬ 
ed  to  be  365  days  5  hours,  49  minutes  nearly, 
i.  e.  11  minutes  yearly,  lefs  than  the  Julian 
computation,  which  in  131  years,  makes  the 
difference  of  one  whole  day.  In  1572,  pope 
Gregory  XIII.  reformed  the  Julian  calendar  by. 
putting  the  year  ten  days  forward,  and  this 
reformed  calendar  was  thenceforward  ufed  by 
all  thofe  Hates,  which  owned  the  pope’s  lupre- 
macy,  and  termed  the  new  ftyle ;  while  molt  of 
the  proteftant  Hates  continued  the  ufe  of  the  for¬ 
mer  form  of  date,  frequently  for  diitin&ion  add¬ 
ing  O.  S.  fignifying  old  ftyle,  and  for  the  fame 
reafon  l'uch  as  uled  the  Gregorian  form  w=ould 
annex  N.  S.  to  the  date.  From  1372  to  1752, 
one  day  more  had  been  anticipated,  lrom  which 
reafon  it  was  enadled  that  eleven  days  fhould  be 
taken  out  of  the  calendar,  and  the  day  after  thc 
2d  of  September,  be  called  the  14th. 

Vo L.  IV.  B  b 
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chap  In  conformity  to  this  alteration  the  meeting 
VHt'  for  fuftferings  in  London  drew  up,  and  eirculac- 
,  75  i  ed  to  friends  the  following  directions  and  advice. 

An  EpifUe  to  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meet¬ 
ings  of  Friends,  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and 
America. 

£  Dear  Friends, 

£  Purfuant  to  the  directions  of  the  laft  year- 
£  ly  meeting,  and  the  report  of  a  committee,  ap- 
£  pointed  by  the  laid  meeting  to  confider  what 
£  information  or  advice  might  be  neceffary  to 
£  be  given  to  friends,  in  relation  to  an  a£l  made 
£  the  laft  felfion  of  parliament,  for  regulating  the 
£  commencement  of  the  year,  and  correfting  the 
£  calendar  now  in  ufe,  this  meeting  hath  thought 
£  convenient  to  communicate  unto  you  the  fol- 
£  lowing  advices,  viz. 

£  1 .  By  the  faid  a6l  it  is  ordered  and  enacl- 
£  ed,  that,  ££  The  fupputation,  according  to 
££  which  the  year  of  our  Lord  beginneth  on 
•££  the  25th  day  of  March,  (hall  not  be  made 
££  ufe  of  from  and  after  the  laft  day  of  Decem- 
££  ber,  1751,  and  that  the  firft  day  of  January 
££  next  following  the  faid  laft  day  of  December, 
££  fhall  be  reckoned,  taken,  deemed  and  ac- 
££  counted  to  be,  the  firft  day  of  the  year  of  our 
££  Lord,  1 752,  and  fo  on  from  time  to  time,  the 
‘£  firft  day  of  January  in  every  year  which  fhall 
“  happen  in  time  to  come,  fhall  be  reckoned, 
££  taken,  deemed  and  accounted  to  be  the  firft 
££  davof  the  year,  and  that  each  new  year,  fhall 
££  accordingly  commence  and  begin  to  be  reG- 
■  ££  koned, 
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“  koned,  from  the  firft  day  of  every  fueh  month  chap. 
44  of  January.”  VIIL 

2.  The  opinion  of  the  faid  committee,  1751. 

‘  agreed  to  by  the  yearly  meeting,  was.  That 
c  in  all  the  records  and  writings  of  friends,  from 
‘  and  after  the  laft  day  of  the  10th  mouth,  cal- 
*  led  December,  next,  the  computation  of  time, 

4  eftablifhed  by  the  faid  a<51,  fhould  be  obferved ; 

4  and  that  accordingly  the  firft  day  of  the  1  ith 
4  month,  commonly  called  January,  next,  {hall 
4  be  reckoned  and  deemed,  by  friends,  the  firft 
4  day  of  the  firft  month  of  the  year  1752,  and 
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4  3.  And  whereas  for  the  more  regular  com- 
4  putation  of  time,  the  fame  a£l  of  parliament 
4  doth  diredl,  that,  tc'The  natural  day  next  im- 
44  mediately  following  the  fecond  day  of  Sep- 
44  .tember,  in  the  year  1752,  fhall  be  called, 
44  reckoned  and  accounted  to  be  the  fourteenth 
44  day  of  September,  omitting  for  that  time 
“  only,  the  cle\en  intermediate  days  of  the 
44  common  calendar.”  The  opinion  of  the  faid 
4  committee,  approved  by  the  yearly  meeting, 
4  was,  that  friends  fhould  be  found  in  the  ob- 
4  fervauce  of  this  direction,  and  omit  the  faid 
4  eleven  nominal  days  accordingly. 

B  b  2  And 
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CHAP.  *  And  we  think  it  may  be  ufeful  and  expedi- 
V111,  £  ent,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  revive  in  your 

£  remembrance  fome  of  the  motives  which  in- 
c  duced  our  ancient  friends,  to  forbear  the  vul- 
£  gar  appellations  of  the  months  and  days,  and 
‘  to  obferve  in  their  converfations  and  writings, 
c  fuch  names  as  were  agreeable  to  fcripture, 
£  and  the  pra&ice  of  good  men  therein  re-' 
£  corded. 

£  The  children  of  Ifrae],  the  people  whom 
£  God  chofe  out  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth, 
c  to  place  his  name  among,  and  to  make  himfeif 
<  known  unto,  were  ftri&ly  commanded,  not 
c  only  to  abftain  from  the  idolatrous  practices  of 
£  the  nations,  in  the  midft  of  whom  they  dwelt, 

£  but  were  enjoined  to  be  circumfpecl  in  all  things 
‘  that  the  Lord  commanded ,  and  even  to  make 
1  no  mention  of  the  names  of  other  gods,  neither  to 
£  let  it  be  heard  out  of  their  mouths,  Exod.  xxiii. 

£  13.  This  injunction  was  not  relative  to  any 
£  legal  or  typical  rites,  external  ceremonies,  or 
£  inititutions  of  the  law  peculiar  to  the  Jewifh 
£  nation,  but  was  a  perpetual  command  and 
£  Handing  ordinance,  refpe&ing  the  honour  of 
£  the  one  Almighty  Being,  the  fame  yefterday, 

£  to-day,  and  for  ever,  and  as  fuch,  ought  to 
£  be  regarded  by  us,  and  by  all  the  generations 
£  of  thole,  who  with  the  heart  believe,  as  well 
‘  as  with  the  tongue  confefs,  that  the  Lord  he  is 
1  God,  and  that  there  is  none  elfe  hefides  him, 

£  Deut.  iv.  35.  who  hath  declared,  I  am  the 
£  Lord,  that  is  my  name,  and  my  glory  will  I  not 
£  give  to  another,  neither  my  praife  to  graven 
£  images,  Ifaiah  xlii  8. 

£  Convinced  of  this  great  and  everlafting 
£  truth,  both  by  the  teilimony  of  the  holy  ferip- 

£  ture 
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,  ture,  and  the  manifeftation  of  that  divine  c  H  A  p- 
principle,  which  leads  thofe  who  are  faithful  .  '  /  . 

to  its  teachings,  from  all  that  would  difhoncur  1751. 
the  name  of  God,  either  in  word  cr  deed  ;-our 
‘  ancient  friends  were  confcientioufiy  concern- 
‘  ed  to  refrain  from  the  ufe  of  thofe  names  of 
‘  months  and  days,  which  had  been  afcrifced 
‘  by  way  of  honour  to  the  idols  of  the  heathen, 

*  and  in  conformity  to  their  falfe  wcrfhips  :  this 
‘  concern  refted  upon  them  from  a  firm  perfua- 

*  tion,  that  the  glorious  gofpel  day  and  time 
‘  was  come,  wherein  the  Lord  was  fulfilling  his 
‘  covenant  with  Ifrael,  viz.  I  will  take  away  the 
‘  names  of  *  Baalim  out  of  his  mouth ,  and  they  fall 

*  no  more  he  remembered  by  their  name ,  Holea 
£  ii.  17. 

£  And  that  you  may  the  more  clearly  difeern 

*  the  importance  Of  that  chriftian  teftimony, 

‘  borne  by  our  predecellors  in  this  cafe,  we  re- 

*  commend  what  follows  to  your  ferious  conli- 
‘  deration,  viz. 

*  A  brief  Account  of  the  Origon  of  the  Names 
£  of  fome  Months  of  the  Year,  and  of  all  the 
£  Days  of  the  week,  now  cuftomarily  and 
£  commonly  ufed. 

£  I.  January  was  fo  called  from  Janus,  an  an- 
£  cient  king  of  Italy,  w  horn  heathenifh  fuperfti- 
1  tion  had  deified,  to  whom  a  temple  was  built, 

£  and  this  month  dedicated. 

£  II.  February  was  fo  called  from  Februa,  a 
£  word  denoting  purgation  by  facrifices ;  it  be- 

‘  ii’g 

*  This  word  Baalim,  being  the  plural  number  of  Baal, 
fignifying  Lord,  has  relation  to  the  names  of  divers  idols  of 
the  heathen  worfliipped  in  fcveral  places. 
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ing  ufaal  in  this  month,  for  the  priefts  of  the 
heathen  god  Pan,  to  offer  facrifices  and  per¬ 
form  certain  rites,  conducing,  as  was  fuppofed, 
to  the  cleanfmg  or  purgation  of  the  people. 
c  III.  March  was  io  denominated  from  Mars, 
feigned  to  be  the  god  of  war,  whom  Romulus, 
founder  of  the  Roman  empire,  pretended  to 
be  his  father. 

£  IV.  April  is  generally  fuppofed  to  derive 
its  name  from  the  Greek  appellation  of  Venus, 
an  imaginary  god  dels  worlhipped  by  the 
Romans. 

c  V.  May  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  called  from 
Maia,  the  mother  of  Mercury,  another  of 
their  pretended  Ethnick  deities,  to  wThom  in 
this  month  they  paid  their  devotions. 

£  VI.  June  is  laid  to  take  its  name  from  Juno, 
one  of  the  fuppofed  goddeffes  of  the  heathen. 
£  VII.  July  fo  called  from  Julius  Caefar,  one 
of  the  Roman  emperors,  who  gave  his  own 
name  to  this  month,  which  before  was  called 
Quintilis,  or  the  fifth. 

£  VIII.  Auguft  fo  named  in  honour  of  Auguf- 
tus  Caefar,  another  of  the  Roman  emperors. 
This  month  was  before  called  Sextilis  or  the 
Sixth,  f 

£  The  other  four  months,  namely,  Septem¬ 
ber,  October,  November  aud  December,  ftili 
retain  their  numerical  latin  names,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  late  regulation  of  the  calendar, 
will  for  the  future  be  improperly  applied.  How¬ 
ever  from  the  continued  ufe  of  them  hitherto,  as 
well  as  from  the  practice  of  the  Jews  before  the 
Babylonifh  captivity,  j|  it  feeineth  highly  pro- 

c  bable, 

+  Macrob.  Saturn,  lib.  t-  cap.  12. 

||  See  the  fcriptures  to  the  time  of  Ezra. 
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£  bable,  that  the  method  of  diftinguiftiing  thee 
£  months  by  their  numerical  order  only,  was 
£  the  moil  ancient,  as  it  is  the  moll  plain,  fimple 

*  and  rational. 

£  As  the  idolatrous  Romans  thus  gave  names 
£  to  feveral  of  the  months  in  honour  of  their 
c  pretended  deities  :  fo  the  like  idolatry  prevai'i- 
‘  ing  among  our  Saxon  ancellors,  induced  them 

*  to  call  the  days  of  the  week  by  the  name  of 
£  the  idol,  which  on  that  day  they  peculiarly 

*  worfhipped.  Hence 

£  The  lirll  day  of  the  week  was  by  them  cal- 
c  led  Sunday,  from  their  accullomary  adoration 
£  of  the  fun  upon  that  day. 

£  The  fecoud  day  of  the  w7eek  they  called 
£  Monday,  from  their  ufual  cullom  of  worfhip- 
£  ping  the  moon  on  that  day. 

£  The  third  day  of  the  week  they  named 
£  Tuefday,  in  honour  of  one  of  their  idols  cal- 
£  led  Tuilco. 

£  The  fourth  day  of  the  week  was  called 
£  Wedncfday,  from  the  appellation  of  Woden, 

£  another  of  their  idols. 

£  The  fifth  day  of  the  week  was  called  Thurf- 
£  day,  from  the  name  of  an  idol  called  Thor, 

£  to  whom  they  paid  their  devotions  upon  that 
£  day. 

£  The  fixth  day  of  the  week  was  termed  Fri- 
£  day,  from  the  name  of  Friga,  an  imaginary 
£  goddefs  by  them  worfhipped. 

£  The  feventh  day  they  fliled  Saturday,  as  is 
£  fuppofed  from  Saturn,  or  Seater,  by  them 
‘  then  w  orfhipped.  § 

£  The 
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vm, 

1751. 


§  See  Verftegan  and  Sheringbain. 
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chat.  c  The  continued  ufe  of  thefe  names  of  days, 
vin.  c  derived  from  fuch  grofs  idolatry  of  the  hea- 
'"TyT*"  ‘  then,  is  a  demonftration,  how  little  the  purity 
£  of  the  chriftian  religion  was  underftood  by 
c  the  generality  of  thole  who  came  into  the  pub- 
£  lie  profeflion  of  it. 

£  Tne  following  ages  of  Popifh  fuperflition, 
c  not  only  indulged  their  profelytes  in  the  ufe  of 
£  luch  heathenilh  names  and  cuftoms,  but  alfo 
‘  invented  and  introduced  other  unlound  and 
£  ’unfcriptural  practices  in  religion.  For  when 
£  the  profeflion  of  the  chriftian  religion  became 
‘  national,  multitudes  of  the  heathen  priefts, 
£  whole  intereft  lay  in  the  performance  of  rites, 
‘  ceremonies  and  facrifices,  embraced  prevail- 
£  ing  chriftianity  with  felftfh  views,  and  labour- 
£  ed  early,  with  too  much  fuccefs,  to  find  em- 
£  ployment  for  themfelves,  by  impofmg  on  the 
£  people  a  newT  fet  of  ceremonies  and  facrifices, 
£  bearing  fome  refemblance  to  thole  which  in 
£  their  former  ftate  of  heathenilm  they  had  been 
£  accuftomedto.  From  this  corrupt  lburce  fprang 
£  the  Popifh  facrifice  of  the  rnafs,  the  ceie- 
£  bration  of  which,  at  particular  times,  and  on 
£  particular  oecalions,  gave  rile  to  the  vulgar 
£  names  of  Michaelmas,  Martinmas,  Chriftmas, 
£  and  the  like. 

£  Seeing  therefore  that  thefe  appellations  and 
£  names  of  days,  months  and  times,  are  of  an 
c  idolatrous  or  fuperftitious  original,  contrary  to 
£  the  divine  command,  the  practice  of  good  and 
£  holy  men  in  former  ages,  and  repugnant  to  the 
£  chriftian  teftimonyv  borne  by  our  faithful 
£  friends  and  predeceffors  in  the  truth,  for  the 
£  fake  of  vt  hieh  they  patiently  endured  many 
{  revilings  :  let  neither  the  reproach  of  fingula- 

£  rity, 
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*  rity  nor  the  fpecious  reafonings  of  fuch  as  c  h  a  p. 

£  would  evade  the  erofs  of  Chrift,  turn  you  V1H* 

4  afide  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  nor  ^5, 

£  difcourage  you  from  keeping  to  the  language 
c  of  truth,  in  denominating  the  months  and 

*  days  according  to  the  plain  and  fcriptural 
£  way  of  expreflion ;  and  l’o  fhall  we  follow  the 
£  example  of  our  worthy  elders,  and  come  up  in 
‘  a  noble  and  honourable  teftimony  again!! 

£  thefe,  and  all  other  remains  of  idolatry  and 
£  fu  per  Hit  ion.’ 

From  the  meeting  for  fufferings  in  London, 
the  6th  day  of  the  7th  month,  1751. 

It  is  to  be  efpecially  noted,  that  the  dates 
hitherto  ufed  have  been  conformed  to  the  old 
Lyle,  and  fometimes  fo  diftinguifhed  ;  and  here¬ 
after  the  months  are  numbered  according  to 
the  new  Lyle,  as  regulated  in  the  foregoing  di¬ 
rections. 

This  year  John  Richardfon,  formerly  of 
Bridlington,  and  afterwards  of  Hutton  in  the  Account  of 
county  of  York,  a  minifter  of  deep  experience 
and  primitive  fimplicity  and  felf  denial,  died  in 
an  advanced  age,  very  much  devoted  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  and  promotion  of  pure  religi¬ 
on.  He  was  the  fon  of  William  Richardfon,  of 
North  Cave  in  the  fame  county,  who  was  early 
convinced  by  the  miniftry  of  William  Dewfbury, 
and  joined  himfelf  in  lociety  with  the  people 
called  Quakers,  amongft  whom  he  was  a  fer- 
viceable  member  and  minifler;  but  >John  was 
early  deprived  of  the  religious  care,  overfight 
and  inftru&ion  of  his  well  concerned  father,  \vho 

was 
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chap,  was  removed  out  of  this  life,  when  this  fon  was 
vm-  about  13  years  of  age. 

,75^  Peculiarly  fcvere  were  the  trials  of  this 
friend,  both  inward  and  outward.  From  the 
time  of  his  father’s  death  much  bodily  hardfhip, 
circumftances  Angularly  diftreffing  from  various 
outward  occurrences  fell  to  his  lot,  befides  a 
fucceifxon  of  internal  confiicls  and  deep  exercife 
of  mind  in  his  religious  refearches.  For  in  this 
early  part  of  his  youth,  he  felt  the  convictions 
of  divine  grace  difquieting  his  mind,  when  he 
was  tempted  to  commit  evil  in  any  degree,  in 
word  or  in  deed.  Yet  relu&ant  (as  is  the 
nature  of  man)  to  take  up  the  crofs  to  his  cor¬ 
rupt  will  and  propenfities,  he  ftrove  to  attain 
eale  and  peace,  by  fiiencing  thefe  difquieting 
convictions,  and  indulging  his  natural  inclinati¬ 
ons,  which  were  not  to  grol's  evils,  but  to  youth¬ 
ful  liberties. 

And  notwithstanding  he  received  his  early 
education  in  the  fociety  of  the  people  cal¬ 
led  Quakers,  yet  after  the  deceafe  of  his  father, 
his  l’urviving  parent,  though  well  elteemed  in 
her  neighbourhood,  for  induftry  and  bonefty, 
feemeth  to  have  been  not  over  felicitous  about 
the  religious  infiitution  of  her  offspring,  leaving 
them  in  this  refpect  pretty  much  to  their  own 
direction,  fo  that  her  fon  John  was  at  liberty  to 
ufe  his  own  difcretion  to  affociate  with  any  re¬ 
ligious  fociety ;  and  he  appears  to  have  ufed  the 
liberty  granted  him,  reforting  fometime  to  one, 
and  fometime  to  another,  as  his  inclination  led 
him,  ’till  about  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  age. 

Yet  even  in  this  unfettled  fiate  as  to  religious 
profeffion,  he  wTas  favoured  with  religious  defires, 
which  engaged  him  to  converfe  with  profeffors 

of 
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of  different  denominations,  enquiring  of  them  chap. 
for  information,  if  they  could  direCf:  him  where-  Vl.11, 
in  be  might  find  a  fafe  reft  to  his  foul ;  but  after 
much  fearching  and  enquiring  of  thole  (as  he 
expreflfeth  it)  who  were  but  in  the  letter,  and  in 
the  outward  court,  wrhere  the  veil  is  over  the 
underftauding,  he  found  his  fearch  ineffectual ; 
and  therefore  inftead  of  going  from  one  fet  of 
profeffors  to  another  for  information,  he  declin¬ 
ed  to  join  any  vifible  fociety,  and  betook  him- 
felf  to  a  retired  life,  feeking  folitary  and  private 
places  to  pour  out  his  fupplications  to  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  that  he  would  bring  him  to  the  faving 
knowledge  of  his  truth.  This  petition  he 
thought  wasgracioufly  anfwered,  being  favoured 
with  the  illumination  of  the  true  light,  difcover- 
ing  the  wants  of  his  foul  in  its  unregenerated  ef- 
tate;  and  the  neeeflity  of  being  born  again,  to 
be  prepared  for  an  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Through  many  painful  conflicts  under 
the  crofs,  crucifying  him  to  the  will  of  the  fiefh, 
and  the  i’pirit  of  the  world,  and  great  diitrefs 
and  tribulation  of  mind,  tinder  the  miniftration 
of  condemnation,  he  gradually  experienced  the 
wafhing  of  regeneration,  and  the  renewings  of 
the  Holy  Gholt,  to  eflfeCt  that  change,  whereby 
the  condemnation  was  removed,  and  juftifi- 
cation  in  righteoufnefs  meafurably  attained. 

In  his  time  ot  unfixednefs  in  religious  pro- 
feflion  and  of  feeking  peace,  if  poflible,  without 
taking  up  the  crofs  to  his  own  corrupt  will  and 
inclinations ;  to  that  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  their  name  of  contempt,  their  ftriCI 
way  of  life  and  demeanour,  plainnefs  of  habit  and 
language  (none  of  which  he  faith  he  learned 
of  them)  he  had  a  particular  averflon,  but  when 

his 
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chap-  his  eyes  were  illuminated  to  fee  the  teacher, 
viii-  that  was  not  removed  into  a  corner,  and  learn 
'  of  him,  who  is  meek  and  lowly,  taking  his  yoke 
17>3  upon  him,  he  found  himfelf  circumfcribed  and 
reftri£led  to  the  like  felf-denying  practice,  which 
had  been  the  obje£l  of  his  averlion,  and  that 
not  by  imitation  but  conviction,  in  like  manner 
as  the  faithful  members  of  this  fociety  from  their 
beginning  had  been  reltricled.  Being  thus  by 
the  fame  internal  monitor  brought  into  the  fame 
faith  and  prablice,  he  reclaimed  his  birth-right 
in  this  fociety,  and  attended  their  meetings  as 
diligently  as  his  circumftances  would  well  admit, 
about  the  16th  year  of  his  age;  and  about  the 
1 8th,  he  appeared  in  the  miniltry  and  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  became  an  excellent  miniller,  not 
of  the  letter  only  that  killeth,  but  of  the  ipirit 
that  giveth  life. 

Now  when  he  had  attained  to  fome  liability 
in  religion,  and  peace  of  mind  fucceeded  the  in¬ 
ward  conflifts  and  trouble- through  which  he  had 
hitherto  pafled,  his  faith  and  patience  were  put 
to  clofe  and  fevere  trials  from  various  outward 
contingencies,  of  a  nature  particularly  dillrefling. 
His  father  left  a  widow  with  five  children,  and 
but  little  fubftance  beftdehis  farm  to  lubfill  upon. 
John  was  the  eldell,  but  one  fifter,  who  died 
loon  after,  whereby  he  found  himfelf  under  a 
necellity  to  apply  to  hard  labour  for  his  own 
fupport",  the  help  of  his  mother,  and  education 
of  his  younger  brothers.  By  his  labour  and 
care,  through  the  divine  bleffing,  the  family 
were  decently  fupported,  and  were  proiperiug 
in  their  circumftances,  when  an  occurrence  hap¬ 
pened,  which  was  attended  with  grievous  confe- 
cjuences  to  this  young  man.  His  mother  was 

folicited 
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ibiicited  to  a  fecond  marriage  by  a  perfon  rigid-  c 
]y  zealous  for  Prelbyterianifm.  John,  appre¬ 
hending  he  forefaw  unhappy  confequences  from 
the  unequal  match,  took  the  liberty  to  remon- 
ftrate  againft  it,  and  told  his  mother  that  he  fear¬ 
ed,  c  fhe  had  too  much  an  eye  to  the  man’s  cir- 
‘  cumftanees  (for  he  was  reputed  to  be  rich) 
c  but  if  fhe  thought  to  improve  her  children’s 
‘  portions  by  a  connection  with  him,  fhe  would 
‘  meet  with  a  dilappointment  of  her  hope ;  and 
£  not  only  lb,  but  a  blafting  and  mildew  would 
1  come  upon  their  own  fubflance,  the  fruit  of 
c  much  labour  and  care,  and  which  he  believed 
‘  would  be  blefTed  to  them,  if  they  kept  faithful 
c  to  the  truth,  and  would  content  themfelves 
c  with  their  prefent  condition.’  His  mother,  al¬ 
though  fhe  ieemed  aifedled  wTith  his  difcourfe, 
and  gave  fome  expectation  that  foe  would  not 
marry  any  perfon  with  whom  he  was  dilfatis- 
fied;  was  notwithftandiug  prevailed  upon  to 
join  herielf  in  the  marriage  againft  which  he 
had  remonltrated,  which  turned  out  much  as  he 
had  foreleen. 

For  with  her  the  family  being  young,  remov¬ 
ed  to  the  hep- father’s  houfe,  and  their  fubflance 
was  intermixed  with  his;  his  mother  dying 
before  her  hulband,  and  he  afterwards  marrying 
again,  by  his  lafl  will  left  John  Richardfon  five 
{hillings,  and  fome  fmall  token  to  his  only  fur- 
viving  brother,  in  bar  of  any  demand  for  their 
foare  of  their  parent’s  fubftance,  yet  this  was  at 
the  time  a  light  affliction  to  what  he  had  in  the 
intermediate  time  to  experience. 

lie  had  not  been  long  in  his  flep-father’s 
houfe  ’till  he  found  his  fituation  very  uneafy. 
His  father-in-law  treated  him  with  fymptoms  of 
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chap,  great  difpleafure,  harfhnefs  and  feverity,  on  ac- 
'  ^ ;  count  of  his  going  to  meeting.  John  who  feems 
,-5j  to  have  been  kept  by  him  more  in  the  fiatiou  of 
a  Ten  ant  than  a  fon,  endeavoured  to  appeale  his 
difpleafure  by  unremitted  diligence  in  his  bufi- 
nefs,  working  very  hard,  beyond  his  ability, 
even  to  that  degree,  that  it  feemed  wonder¬ 
ful  how  his  young  weak,  body  fuflained  the 
hardfhips  which  he  at  this  time  endured.  But 
his  molt  earneft  endeavours  to  gain  his  father's 
countenance  proved  ineffectual;  lor  his  faithful- 
nefs  and  diligence  in  his  bufinefs  availed  little. 
His  father  feemed  callous  to  all  reconciliation, 
while  he  continued  to  frequent  the  meetings  of 
the  people  called  Quakers,  and  declined  the  ac¬ 
companying  him  to  thofe  of  the  Prefbyterians. 
To  render  his  attendance  of  the  former  as  un- 
eafy  and  diftreffing  as  poffible,  bis  father  would 
fend  him  on  firft  day  mornings,  feme  miles  into 
the  fields  and  over  the  common  to  look  after  his 
cattle,  horfes  and  lheep,  both  to  fatigue  him  and 
ftrairen  him  for  time  to  reach  the  meetings  of 
his  friends,  to  which  he  had  two,  three,  four, 
fometimes  fix  miles  to  ago,  moftly  on  foot,  and 
often  fo  limited  in  time,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
walk  very  faft,  and  frequently  to  run,  to  reach 
the  meeting  timely;  which  feverity  he  bore 
with  remarkable  patience.  His  mother  was  af¬ 
fected  with  great  anxiety  and  grief,  under  the 
mortifying  reflection  upon  the  hard  circum- 
ftances,  in  which  fhe  had  been  inftrumental  to 
involve  a  dutiful  fon,  who,  fhe  acknowledged, 
had  never  difobliged  her,  but  had  obeyed  all 
her  lawful  directions  and  defires  with  alacrity; 
and  that  in  contradiction  to  the  gentle  caution, 
wherein  he  had  previcufly  communicated  his 

opinion 
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opinion  of  the  confequences  of  her  marriage,  chap. 
Several  friends  alfo  could  hardly  forbear  fhed-  VI!I- 
ding  tears,  when  they  faw  him  come  into  the  , 
meeting  in  a  violent  heat  and  perfpiration,  fym- 
pathizing  with  him  in  the  hard  talk  he  had  to 
undergo.  On  his  return  from  meetings  he  vras 
generally  received  by  his  father  with  a  counte¬ 
nance  of  difpleafure  and  harfh  rebuke  as  for  de¬ 
lay,  although  he  returned  as  feafonably  as  his 
llrength  and  the  diftance  of  place  would  admit. 

At  fome  times  his  father,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  treat  him  with  apparent  kindnefs,  to  in¬ 
duce  hint  to  go  with  him  to  the  place  of  worfhip 
he  frequented,  olfering  him  in  that  cafe  a  horie 
to  ride.  Again  he  took  him  in  his  arms,  and 
fawningly  told  him  to  this  efifeft,  that,  f  if  John 
‘  would  behave  as  a  fon  to  him,  he  fhould  find 
‘  a  father  in  him,’  hinting  that  he  had  no  near 
kindred.  As  John  was  confcious  that  he  had 
behaved  to  him  as  a  fon  in  doing  every  thing 
in  the  way  of  bufinefs  that  he  required  of 
him,  and  by  his  diligence  had  frequently  anti¬ 
cipated  his  commands,  he  was  at  no  lofs  to  in¬ 
terpret  his  father’s  meaning  in  this  propofal, 
and  therefore  replied,  £  If  in  thus  making 
‘  me  thy  fon,  thou  intends  to  hinder  me  from 
‘  going  to  meetings,  or  to  oblige  me  to  go  to 
‘  the  Prefbyterians  meetings,  or  any  thing  that 

*  is  again!!  my  confidence,  I  cannot  on  this  con- 

*  dition  be  thy  fon.’  And  for  the  fame  reafon 
he  refufed  to  become  bis  hired  fervant,  which 
he  offered  to  make  him  and  give  him  wages. 

When  his  father  found  that  neither  his 
frowns,  his  impofition  of  hardlhips,  his  men¬ 
aces,  nor  his  promifes  of  kindnefs  could  fhake 
his  flep-foo’s  fteadfaftnefs  in  his  religious  prin¬ 
ciples. 
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chap,  ciples,  he  fuffered  his  pahion  and  bigotry  fo  far 
VIM-  to  erafe  all  tendernefs  and  humanity,  that  in 
^  much  wrath  be  abruptly  told  him  that,  ‘  lie 
'  '  1  Ihould  flay  no  longer  in  his  houfe.’  John 

pleaded  againft  this  hard  fentence  ‘  his  conllant 
<  endeavour  to  fervehim  faithfully  to  the  beft  of  his  _ 
£  power  by  night  or  by  day,  and  his  purpofe  to 
£  do  fo  ftill,  as  far  as  he  could  without  hurting 
e  his  coafcience  or  wounding  the  peace  of  his 
£  mind,  which  he  valued  above  all  the  mutable 
£  things  of  this  world.  But  his  father  was  too 
much  determined,  to  be  moved  by  any  confi- 
derations  of  this  kind.  John  even  folicited  his 
father  to  permit  him  to  flay  till  he  might  hear 
of  a  place  of  fervice  (though  fo  weakened  and 
emaciated  by  hard  labour  that  he  hardly  feemed 
fit  for  one  ;)  but  the  obdurate  man  would  not 
comply  with  this  laft  realbnable  rcqueft.  His 
mother  was  an  afflifled  witnefs  of  her  fon’s  feli¬ 
citations,  and  her  hufband’s  obflinacy,  which 
fo  overwhelmed  her  in  forrow,  that  John  found 
it  requifite  to  leave  his  father,  in  order  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  alleviate  his  mother’s  grief,  telling  her, 
£  That  if  he  was  but  faithful,  he  trufted  in  the 
4  Lord  that  he  v-ould  take  care  of  him  that  he 
£  ihould  not  want.’  Withal  reminding  her*  £  that 
£  as  fire  had  entered  into  marriage  covenants  with 
£  her  hulband,  fne  fhould  endeavour  to  perform 
£  them,  and  to  make  her  life  aseafy  as  fhe  could, 
£  and  never  to  fend  him  any  thing,  which  her 
£  hufband  knew'  not  of,  for  he  was  not  free  to 
£  receive  it,’  although  all  their  fubflance  was 
funk  in  his  hands. 

Thus  determined  his  father  turned  him  out, 
weak  in  body,  deje£led  in  mind,  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  money  in  his  pocket,  and  very  ordinary 
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clothes  upon  his  back.  Upon  his  taking  leavec  hap. 
of  the  family  many  tears  were  fhed,  efpecially<  ''llL 
by  his  mother.  The  father  flood  as  one  amaz- 
ed  to  fee  the  marks  of  fo  general  affedion  nia- 
nifefled  toward  him,  and  fo  general  a  forrow  at 
his  departure.  Yet  as  deflitute  of  common  juf- 
tice  as  of  every  tender  feeling,  he  hefitated  not 
to  turn  him  out  into  the  wide  world,  to  make 
his  way  through  life,  ftripped  of  every  accommo¬ 
dation,  and  in  as  deflitute  a  condition  as  almoft 
any  one  could  be,  notwithftanding  this  father 
was  reckoned  rich,  and  certainly  owed  him 
fome  recompenfe  fur  his  fervice,  and  for  his 
fhare  of  his  own  father’s  property,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  confiderably  improved  bv 
his  care  and  labour,  and  of  which  this  father 
had  polTeffed  himfelf. 

He  went  out  on  the  common,  where  he  had 
taken  many  folitary  walks  before,  yet  none  fo 
feverely  trying  as  this,  becaufe  he  knew  not 
whither  to  go,  nor  where  to  lay  his  head,  not  but 
many  of  his  friends  would  have  given  him  a  kind 
reception,  but  he  was  unwilling  to  be  burden- 
fome  to  any,  unlefs  he  knew7  they  had  bu- 
flnefs  to  employ  him  in,  and  looking  to  one 
fide  and  another,  he  thought  it  appeared,  as  if 
his  way  was  hedged  in  on  ever)7  fide,  and  that 
lcarce  any  man  on  earth  was  in  fo  defolate  a 
condition.  Under  great  diflrefs  and  dejection 
of  fpirit,  he  gave  vent  to  the  anguifh  of  his 
heart  in  cries  and  tears  and  fupplications  to  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth,  who,  he  thought,  heard 
and  anfwered  his  cries  with  this  intelligence. 

Fir  ft  feek  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  the  righteouf- 
nefs  thereof  and  all  thefe  things  that  thou  Jl and eft 
in  need  of  Jhall  be  given  unto  thee.  He  belie\  ed 
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>.  and  therefore  found  his  mind  reduced  into  quie- 

,  tude  and  faw  then  the  place  to  refort  to  and 
abide  for  a  feafon,  viz.  to  the  houfe  of  William 
Allen  in  South  Cliff,  to  whom  he  bound  him- 
felf  to  learn  his  trade,  which  was  that  of  a 
weaver. 

Although  he  might  feem  here  in  a  very  low 
fphere  of  life,  yet  he  found  himfelf  fettled  to  his 
full  content  and  his  fituation  changed  for  the 
better.  Beloved  by  his  mafter,  and  loving  him 
fincerely,  they  lived  together  in  great  harmony. 
When  his  mafter  underftood,  he  had  any  con¬ 
cern  or  defire  to  vifit  any  meetings,  he  would 
not  fuffer  his  bufmefs  to  be  any  impediment, 
but  would  defire  him  to  take  his  mare  and  go, 
without  any  uneafinefs  either  about  the  mare  or 
bufmefs.  Here  he  fpent  fome  time  in  fhort  ex- 
curfions  to  vifit  his  friends  in  their  meetings,  as  he 
apprehended  the  call  of  duty  thereto,  and  in  a 
diligent  and  clofe  attention  to  his  outward  em¬ 
ployment  at  home;  both  out  of  confcientious 
regard  to  his  duty,  not  as  an  eye  fervant  but  in 
finglenefs  of  heart,  as  toward  God  ;  and  alfo 
out  of  gratitude  to  fo  kind  a  mafter,  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  exert  himfelf  to  the  utmoft, 
to  make  him  a  recompence  as  far  as  in  his 
power. 

It  may  perhaps  to  fome  readers  appear  befide 
the  point,  to  defcend  to  fuch  particulars  in 
the  early  ftages  of  this  friend’s  life,  but  it  feems 
direttly  coincident  with  my  defign,  which  the 
reader  hath  been  apprized  is  to  exemplify  the 
excellent  effe&s  produced  in  the  hearts  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  men,  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  that  in¬ 
ward  principle  of  light  and  grace,  which  the 
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people  called  Quakers  moll  furely  believe  in,  c  h  a  p. 
and  bore  tellimony  to.  Viil- 

His  Hrft  journey  of  confequence  was  into 
Lincolnfhire,  Nottinghamlbire  and  Warwiek- 
Ihire;  and  he  was  careful  to  return  home  as 
foon  as  by  a  diligent  dilcharge  of  his  duty  and 
fervice,  he  could  with  eafe  and  peace  of  mind, 
to  apply  himlelf  with  indultry  to  his  outward 
occupation,  for  his  fupport,  and  procuring  a  lit¬ 
tle  furplus  to  fupply  his  necefiary  expenfes  in 
his  future  travels  :  and  thus  from  the  20th  to 
the  28th  year  of  his  age,  he  divided  his  time 
between  an  indullrious  application  to  his  fecular 
employment,  to  provide  things  honell  in  the 
fight  of  all  men,  and  the  dilcharge  of  his  duty- 
in  fulfilling  his  minillry,  for  the  edification  of 
his  friends  and  others;  during  which  time,  he 
travelled  through  moll  parts  of  England  four 
times,  and  twice  through  moll  parts  of  Wales. 

About  this  time  he  entered  into  a  married 
Hate,  and  fettled  in  Bridlington,  w'here  he  was 
made  inllrumental  to  the  help  and  llrengthening 
of  many  in  their  religious  progrefs,  el'peeially 
amongll  the  youth,  feveral  of  whom  were  called 
to  the  work  of  the  minillry  and  grew  therein,  to 
be  ferviceable  men  in  their  time.  He  was 
likewife  very  helpful  in  Ihe  promoting  a  fet- 
tlement  of  a  falutary  difcipline,  in  the  monthly 
meeting,  where  it  had  not  been  fo  zealoully  fup- 
ported,  as  in  fome  other  places. 

In  about  five  years  after  his  marriage,  his 
wife  was  taken  from  him,  and  he  w  as  left  a  wi- 
dower  with  three  finall  children,  and  at  the 
fame  time  having  had  many  years  a  profpcd  of 
duty  to  vifit  his  friends  in  the  American  colo¬ 
nies,  and  the  appointed  time  appearing  to  draw 
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chap,  near,  he  laboured  under  much  difcouragement 
VI,L  in  confideration  of  his  circumftances  in  the 
world,  which  were  far  from  opulent*,  and  the 
charge  of  his  helplefs  children;  but  providence 
fo  ordered  it,  that  his  youngeft  child  was  remov¬ 
ed  by  death  in  lefs  than  a  year,  and  his  two 
other  children  were  placed  to  his  own  fatisfac- 
tion  and  that  of  his  friends.  Whereby 
feeing  his  little  family  and  his  affairs  reputably 
fettled,  that  the  truth  which  he  profeffed,  and 
for  the  promotion  whereof  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  leave  all  his  near  tonne£lious 
and  his  native  country,  might  receive  no  dif- 
hoaour  by  any  contingency  in  his  private  af¬ 
fairs 


*  Upon  mentioning  his  outward  circumftances,  as  being 
poflefled  of  little  fubttance,  he  explains  his  meaning  by  fome 
reflections,  expreflive  of  that  honeft  fimpiicity  ar.d  integrity, 
confpicu  us  in  the  primitive  proteflors  .of  the  principle  of  a 
divine  light,  in  the  following  terms,  ‘  I  would  not  have  any 
‘  to  mifunderftand  me,  for  as  to  my  outward  circumftances, 
‘  I  left  no  debt,  neither  was  I  in  a  way  of  g/ing  backward 
‘  in  the  world;  for  ever  after  1  received  the  knowledge  of 
‘  the  truth,  1  could  not  fee  what  pretence  I  could  have  to 
‘  religion,  if  any  fhould  lole  by  me:  I  have  oiten  faid,  and 
‘  been  hearty  in  my  intentions,  That  rather  than  truth 

*  Jbould  fuffer  on  that  J core ,  I  would  live  upon  bread 
1  and  water,  and  wear  very  mean  clot  bet,  and  wot  k  very 
‘  hard ,  if  I  were  able,  and  upon  any  mean ,  if  but  lawful  cal- 

*  ling.  Ir  hath  been  matter  of  wonder  to  me,  bow  any 

*  that  appear  to  carry  any  pretenfions  to  religion,  dare  run 
‘  fuch  great  ventures,  fometimes  beyond  their  own  bottoms 
■  or  abilities;  which  to  me  hath  always  appeared  an  un- 
«  warrantable  rifque  ;  and,  as  1  apprehend,  pride  and  often- 
‘  ta  ion  is  much  the  occalion  of  it,  which  are  much  againft 
‘  truth,  and  men  are  no  better  for  their  greatnefs,  for  the 

*  more  plain  and  the  mere  humble  we  are,  the  more  we  re- 

*  femble  humble  Jefus,  and  the  religion,  which  he  laboured 
«  to  inculcate.  If  any  are  lifted  up,  or  afpire  above  iheir 
‘  place,  let  them  confider  well  the  foregoing  paragraph.’ 
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fairs  in  his  abfence,  he  took  leave  of  his  friends  at  c  h  a  p. 
home,  not  without  the  natural  emotions  of  for-  Vlll~ 
row  and  regret,  and  fet  forward  on  his  journey  l7^. 
to  London,  whence  he  propofed  to  embark  in  the 
8th  month,  1700,  and  failing  from  thence  in 
company  with  Thomas  Thompfon,  Johah  Lang- 
dale  and  John  Eftaugh,  the  17th  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month,  after  a  tedious  paffage  of  fixteen 
w^eeks  arrived  in  the  river  Patuxent  in  Mary¬ 
land. 

He  fpent  about  two  years  and  a  half  in  this 
journey,  in  which  time  he  vifited  the  colonies 
generally  where  friends  were  fettled,  viz.  Virgi¬ 
nia,  Maryland,  Penfylvania,  &e.  to  New  Eng¬ 
land,  and  fundry  parts  twice  over;  after  which 
he  vifited  the  iflands  of  Bermudas  and  Barba- 
does  ;  from  the  latter  he  took  flipping  for  Brif- 
tol,  where  he  arrived  in  the  6th  month  called 
June,  1703. 

In  this  journey  his  minifterial  labours  were 
eminently  ferviceable,  acceptable  and  edifying, 
to  the  convincement  of  many,  and  confirmation 
of  many  more,  particularly  in  the  ifland  of  Nan¬ 
tucket,  where,  the  whole  meeting  or  greatefi: 
part  were  wonderfully  affedfed  by  the  power 
attending  his  miniftry — fundry  remarkable  oc¬ 
currences  he  met  with  in  the  courfe  of  his  tra¬ 
vels,  which  are  related  at  large  in  his  journal, 
to  which  I  refer  the  reader,  as  a  w  ork  profitable 
from  his  wife  and  inftrudtive  reflections,  and 
agreeable  from  the  variety  of  incidents  and  his 
plain  yet  pleafing  manner  of  relating  them.  The 
narrative  of  his  controverfy  with  George  Keith, 
hath  already  filled  fome  pages  of  this  volume; 
and  in  the  courfe  of  his  travels  he  met  with 
other  occafions  of  debate,  efpecially  in  New- 

England, 
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England,  from  the  oppoution  of  fome  profefTors 
of  the  religion  of  that  country,  to  his  dodlriue, 
which  he  managed  with  fo  much  wifdom,  tem¬ 
per  and  modelty,  as  carried  with  them  evident 
conviction  of  the  truths  lie  defended.  In  paf- 
fmg  fome  of  the  great  rivers  and  other  waters 
in  open  boats,  he  and  the  company  appeared 
oftener  than  once  in  great  danger  of  lofing  their 
lives,  through  accidents,  the  badnefs,  inconve¬ 
nience  or  mifmanagement  of  the  boats,  in  molt 
of  which  perils,  he  feems,  under  providence,  to 
have  been  principally  inftrumental  to  theefcape 
of  himfelf  and  companions,  by  his  exertions 
and  prefence  of  mind.  An  inftance  whereof, 
accompanied  with  fenfible  and  edifying  reflec¬ 
tions,  I  think  not  impertinent  to  introduce  here 
from  his  journal,  in  hopes  it  may  engage  the 
attention  of  fome  readers  to  profit  thereby. 
‘  In  our  imminent  danger  (faith. he)  I  looked  over 
£  my  tender  friends,  and  thought  in  my  heart, 
‘  what  a  pity  it  would  be,  if  all  thefe  were  drown- 
£  ed!  yet  the  thought  of  my  own  drowning  never 
‘  entered  my  mind,  until  I  w  as  got  over  the  river, 
£  which  was  a  mercy  to  me,  and  a  great  means 
£  to  keep  out  the  dilorder  and  confufion,  which 
‘  commonly  attend  fudden  furprizes  and  frights, 
‘  which  alio  make  many  faint  hearted,  and  al- 
£  molt  l'enfelefs.’ 

«  On  this  occafion,  as  well  as  many  others,  I 
«  reflected  that  it  is  an  excellent  thing  to  be,  as 
c  much  as  we  can,  always  ready,  and  by  fre- 
£  quent  ruminating  upon  death,  to  live  fo  as  to 
‘  be  fit  to  die,  that  it  may  not  caufe  fo  much 
£  furprize  and  confternation  when  it  doth  come  : 

£  this  is  a  great  point  of  true  wifdom,  foto  num- 
‘  ber  our  days,  as  to  confider  our  latter  end.” 
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Whilft  he  remained  at  home,  he  was  exemplary  chap. 
i  i  the  diligent  attendance  of  the  meeting  to  which  -vin- 
he  belonged,  as  all'o  the  monthly  and  quarterly  ( 
meetings;  and  vifited  many  meetings  abroad. 

After  living  in  the  Hate  of  a  widower  near  feven 
years,  he  married  again ;  but  in  a  few  years,  he 
was  deprived  of  his  fecond  wile.  Both  his 
wives  werelober,  religious  women,  fit  help-mates 
in  the  bell  fenfe,  ready  to  give  him  up,  and  to 
forward  rather  than  oblxrudt  him  in  the  faith¬ 
ful  performance  of  every  religious  l'ervice. 

During  the  time  of  his  lail  marriage,  he  paid 
two  religious  vifits,  one  to  the  northern,  and 
the  other  to  the  ibuthern  counties  of  England. 

And  afterwards  repeated  his  vifits  to  the  fame 
parts:  in  the  year  1717,  he  vifited  the  wef- 
tern  counties  as  far  as  Cornwall :  Ireland  in 
1722;  and  in  the  3d  month,  1731,  he  a  fecond 
time  embarked  for  America,  and  vifited  the 
meetings  of  his  friends  generally  through  the 
colonies  on  the  Continent,  which  took  him 
near  two  years  to  aecomplifh,  returning  home 
the  1  ft  of  3d  month,  1733. 

He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  when  he 
was  confined  by  the  infirmities  attendant  on 
this  ftage  of  life,  and  his  natural  faculties 
fomewhat  impaired,  he  appeared  more  heaven¬ 
ly-minded  to  the  laft,  and  finifhed  his  courfe  in 
this  world,  in  a  well  grounded  hope  of  the  frui¬ 
tion  of  that  happinel's,  which  is  prepared  in 
the  next  for  thole  who  perfevere  to  the  end 
in  well-doing.  He  died  the  2d  of  the 
4th  mouth,  1753,  in  the  87th  year  of  his 
age,  and  was  buried  in  friends  burying  ground, 
at  Kirby-moorfide. 
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chap.  Samuel  Bownas  of  Bridport,  in  Dorfetfhire, 
V111  who  was  alfo  a  very  ferviceable  and  well-approved 

minifler  of  rhis  foeiety,  died  in  the  courleof  this 
Account  of  year,  and  upon  the  very  fame  day  with  the  afore - 
Bownas  mentioned  friend.  He  was  born  in  Weftmor- 
land,  within  the  compafs  of  great  Strickland 
monthly  meeting,  about  the  year  1676.  His 
father  was  taken  away  before  he  attained  the 
capacity  of  knowing  him,  being  only  about  a 
month  old;  but  he  was  informed  by  thofe  who 
knew-  him,  that  he  was  an  hone  ft  zealous  friend, 
and  a  confiderable  fuflferer  upon  account  of  re¬ 
ligion,  both  in  the  lofs  of  his  fubflance  and  li¬ 
berty,  the  meeting  being  kept  in  his  houle,  in 
fome  of  the  hotteft  time  of  perfecution  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  II. 

His  mother,  who  was  a  religious  woman,  was 
very  careful  to  train  him  up  in  fobriety,  and  to 
advife  him  to  the  fear  of  the  Lord  in  his  youth, 
but  being  in  low  circumflances,  fhe  put  him  ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  blackfmith,  when  he  was  but 
about  13  years  of  age.  He  was  firfl  put  out 
with  his  uncle,  and  afterwards  to  Samuel  Par- 
rat  of  Brigflats,  an  honeft  well  minded  friend, 
who  treated  him  with  afifedlionate  kindnefs; 
yet  notwithflanding  his  mother’s  tender  care, 
and  his  mailer’s  example,  he  was  as  yet  very 
indifferent  about  religion,  and  had  very  little 
fenfe  thereof.  On  firfl  days  he  frequented 
meetings,  but  received  little  other  benefit  there¬ 
by,  than  being  prevented  from  falling  into  hurt¬ 
ful  company,  which  indeed  is  a  very  great  fer- 
vice  to  youth.  In  this  time  of  inadvertency,  he 
indulged  himfelf  in  a  latitude  in  converfation, 
for  which  he  often  met  with  remorfe  and  in¬ 
ward  reproof;  not  that  he  was  tainted  with  any 
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grofs  vice,  but  was  much  given  to  jelling  and  chap. 
witty  turns  to  provoke  mirth  ;  whereby  he  gain-  V1IL 
ed  the  reputation  of  a  witty,  fenhble  young  l\'.\ 
man;  but  the  airinefs  of  his  difcourfe,  in  the  '  3 
hour  of  cool  reflexion  was  generally  fucceeded 
by  a  heavy  heart  under  the  convi&ion  of  divine 
grace. 

About  the  middle  time  of  his  apprenticefhip, 
he  met  with  an  awakening  reach.  One  firft  day 
morning  a  young  woman  preaching  in  their 
meeting,  and  Samuel  fixing  his  eye  upon  her, 

(he  feemed  to  point  at  him,  and  uttered  the  fol¬ 
lowing  expreflions  with  great  energy,  “  A  tra- 
“  ditional  Quaker!  thou  Cornell  to  meeting  as 
“  thou  went  from  it  the  laft  time,  and  goell: 

“  from  it,  as  thou  camel!:  to  it ;  but  art  no  bet- 
“  ter  for  thy  coming  :  what  wilt  thou  do  in  the 
“  end  ?”  Thefe  words  wrere  fo  exadily  adapt¬ 
ed  to  his  Hate  at  that  time,  that  he  conceived 
them  to  have  been  fpoken  to  himfelf  and  was, 
as  it  were,  fmitten  to  the  ground ;  and  in  the 
awrakened  language  of  his  foul,  poured  out  this 
fecret  ejaculation  “  Lord,  what  fhall  I  do  to 
“  help  it  ?”  when  he  heard,  as  if  a  voice 
fpoke  in  his  heart,  “  Look  unto  me,  and  I  w  ill 
“  help  thee,”  which  adminiftred  comfort  to 
his  foul. 

Yet  in  his  return  home  he  was  affedled  with 
anxiety  and  ferious  thoughtfulnefs  to  that  degree 
that  he  could  neither  eat  nor  lleep  as  ulual. 

1  he  folidity  of  his  eondudl  and  the  gravity  of 
his  countenance  evidenced  a  great  and  fudden 
change  in  his  mind  and  manners,  bis  mirth  w'as 
turned  into  mourning  under  that  godly  forrow 
which  produceth  fincere  repentance,  fo  that  fe- 
veral  wrho  oblerved  him  were  apprehenfive  of 
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chap,  his  danger  of  falling  into  a  melancholy.  But 
VUL  ,  in  this  Hate  of  inward  thoughtfulnefs  and  exer- 
,75j  cife  of  fpirit  on  the  inoft  important  of  all  fub- 
jedls,  the  religion  whereby  he  might  pleafe  his 
Maher,  and  fecure  the  happinefs  of  his  own  foul, 
he  found  a  folemnity  over  his  mind,  fuch  as  he 
had  not  known  before.  Aud  now  when  he 
came  to  meeting  he  was  neither  drowly  as 
had  been  too  cuftomary  with  him,  nor  diftracled 
by  wandering  cogitations  ;  but  in  inward  ltillnefs, 
and  true  devotion  of  heart  before  God,  was 
llrengthened  to  worfhip  him,  according  to  his 
own  requirings  “in  ipirit  and  in  truth.”  His 
foul  was  quickened  by  the  word,  which  is  quick 
and  powerful,  and  his  underflanding  experi¬ 
mentally  opened  into  the  meaning  and  application 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  nature  of  true  gofpel 
miniftry,  which  ’till  then  he  appears  to  have 
been  wholly  ignorant  of;  fo  that  he  feeemed  to 
himfelf  another  man. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  reformation,  that  he 
was  called  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  ;  but  he 
began  to  reafon  within  himfelf,  that  *  fo  fudden 
‘  a  change  would  hardly  be  borne and  feve- 
ral  of  his  companions  being  prefent  in  the  meet¬ 
ing,  who  had  been  witneffes  of  the  levity  of  his 
late  converfation,  and  his  faculty  of  creating  and 
circulating  mirth  among!!  them,  they  proved 
another  caufe  of  difcouragement  in  his  way: 
fo  that  more  than  once,  while  he  fat  under  the 
enereafing  burden  of  the  word,  by  the  like  rea- 
foning  he  put  it  off.  In  eonfequenee  he  fell 
under  great  diftrefs  of  mind,  feariug  that  he  had 
by  difobedience  offended  to  that  degree,  that  he 
fhould  be  cal!  off  for  ever ;  he  fought  folitude, 
to  give  vent  to  his  forrows  in  fecret,  remote  from 
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obfervation  of  men ;  but  the  effefts  of  his  trou-  chap. 
bled  mind,  and  of  his  tears,  became  vifible  on  vni- 
his  countenance,  which  his  matter  obferving  ”J 
and  lympathizing  with  him,  kindly  enquired  the 
real'on  of  his  trouble,  which  he  candidly  difco- 
vered.  Hereupon  his  matter  confoled  him  with 
the  hope,  that  he  would  come  under  the  like 
concern  again,  and  advifed  him  to  give  way 
thereto,  which  he  accordingly  did,  to  his  great 
confoladon  and  peace  of  mind. 

He  had  at  this  time  about  three  years  of  his 
apprenticefhip  to  ferve,  during  which  he  conti¬ 
nued  at  times  to  appear  in  the  miniftry  in  a  few 
words  at  home,  but  did  not  travel  much  abroad 
till  the  term  of  his  fervitude  was  expired. 

Having  ferved  his  full  time  with  fidelity  and 
diligence,  and  in  the  laft  year  conceiving  a 
draught  of  duty  to  pay  a  religious  vifit  to  friends 
in  Scotland,  he  let  out  in  company  with  Ifaac 
Alexander,  beginning  their  journey  on  footat  Ken¬ 
dal  and  the  adjacent  meetings,  they  proceeded 
through  part  of  Lancafhire  and  Yorklhire;  then 
vifiting  lome  parts  of  Cumberland,  they  went 
forward  to  Scotland,  and  accomplilhed  their 
vifit  in  about  two  months.  In  this  journey 
Samuel  thought  his  companion  had  very  good 
fiervice,  but  he  himfelf  was  deeply  proved  with 
poverty  of  fpirir,  which  appeared  at  the  time 
hard  to  bear,  being  filled  with  anguilh  under  the 
power  of  death  and  darknefs,  and  all  comfort 
hid  from  him ;  but  when  the  cloud  which  cover¬ 
ed  his  mind  was  blown  over,  he  clearly  faw  the 
benefit  of  trials  in  different  difpenfations,  for 
improvement  in  experience  and  for  eftablifhment 
in  the  root  of  a  divine  and  fpiritual  minittry. 

Many 


396 


HISTORY  of  the 


chap.  Many  of  thefe  bright  minifters  of  the  nor- 
VI,L  them  counties  were  but  in  narrow  circumftances 
as  to  earthly  pofifeflions,  being  raifed  up  from 
the  lower  clafs  of  people,  of  which  number  this 
worthy  friend  was  one.  His  late  journey  hav¬ 
ing  well  nigh  confumed  what  little  money  he 
was  matter  of,  he  returned  home  almolt  penny- 
lels  ;  therefore  the  time  of  hay-harveft  coming 
ou,  he  applied  himfelf  to  mowing  and  other 
harveft  work,  as  a  day  labourer,  for  his  prefent 
fupport;  and  to  lay  up  a  part  of  his  earnings 
to  put  himfelf  in  proper  condition  for  another 
journey,  and  for  his  expenfes  and  accommodation 
therein;  at  the  fame  time  he  attended  fuch 
neighbouring  meetings,  as  he  felt  an  engagement 
to  vilit,  going  to  one  or  another  to  the  diftance 
of  I  o  or  12  miles  on  foot,  and  returned  back 
the  fame  way  to  follow'  his  labour.  It  was  thus 
thefe  difinterefted  men,  after  the  apoftolic  prac¬ 
tice,  divided  their  time,  difengaging  themfelves 
from  the  world,  and  all  worldly  engagements, 
when  they  apprehended  the  call  of  duty  to  go 
forth  with  the  mefifage  of  the  gofpel,  and  when 
difcharged  from  the  concern,  to  labour  with 
their  hands  to  fupply  their  neceffities,  that  they 
might  not  make  the  gofpel  chargeable  or  bur- 
denfome  to  thofe  they  nriniftred  unto.  In  the 
fucceeding  autumn  and  winter  of  the  year  1699, 
he  vifited  feveral  of  the  fouthern  and  weftem 
counties  of  England,  and  part  of  Wales,  and  in 
the  fucceeding  year  vifited  many  meetings  on 
the  eaftern  fide  of  England.  In  1701,  he  vifited 
Scotland  a  fecond  time  in  company  with  Ifaac 
Thompfon,  and  after  vifiting  the  meetings  of  his 
friends  in  a  general  way,  they  came  to  Kelfo  in 
their  return  to  England,  and  from  thence  to 

Jedburgh 


PEOPLE  called  Q_U  AKERS.  397 

Jedburgh,  a  town  where  none  of  the  people  cal-  chap. 
led  Quakers  refided,  and  where  ’till  this  time,  vlIL 
they  were  very  little  known,  except  as  abufive-  'T753 
ly  reprefented  by  the  preachers.  When  they 
came  thither,  they  went  to  an  inn,  but  the  bi- 
gotted  landlord  refufed  them  entertainment, 
their  minifter  having  endeavoured  to  paint 
out  this  people  to  his  hearers,  in  the  muft  hide¬ 
ous  colours.  They  went  to  another  inn,  where 
they  obtained  admiffion,  and  after  they  had 
taken  lbme  refrelhment,  they  went  out  into  the 
ftreet,  and  fat  down  at  the  market  crofs;  but 
had  not  fitten  long  ’till  they  were  taken  into 
cuftody,  and  committed  to  prifon.  Soon  after 
a  meffenger  came  from  the  provoft  to  offer  them 
their  liberty  on  condition  that  they  would  de¬ 
part  the  town  without  preaching,  Samuel 
fignified  that  they  could  make  no  fuch  agree¬ 
ment,  and  wrote  to  the  provoft  their  realons; 
but  the  people  were  fo  deterred  from  holding 
any  communication  with  them,  that  it  was  very 
difficult  to  procure  any  meffenger  to  carry  the 
letter. 

Next  day  [through  the  intervention  of  a 
country  gentleman]  they  obtained  their  liberty, 
and  it  being  market-day,  and  the  town  full  of 
country  people;  after  refrefhing  therafelves  at 
the  inn,  they  went  up  to  the  market-crofs,  but 
finding  no  convenient  room  there,  they  remov¬ 
ed  to  another  eminency,  near  the  higheft  part 
of  the  principal  ftreet;  Samuel  Bownas  there 
preached  to  a  crouded  bodyofleveral  hundreds 
of  people;  and  being  afterwards  fervently  con¬ 
cerned  in  prayer,  while  he  was  praying  two 
men  took  him  by  the  arms,  and  led  him  down 
the  ftreet,  he  in  the  mean  time  continuing  his 
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chap,  prayer  as  they  led  him  along,  till  it  was  finished. 
vl[1~  ,  They  conveyed  him  again  to  the  prilon  door; 
1753.  but  he  pleaded  againft  a  fecond  illegal  imprifou- 
ment,  that  he  Should  not  willingly  go  thither 
again,  without  being  tir ft  examined  by  a  magis¬ 
trate,  and  if  it  appeared  he  had  broken  any  law, 
or  committed  any  offence  worthy  of  imprison¬ 
ment,  and  they  had  a  mittimus  Setting  forth  his 
crime,  he  would  not  refiife  fubmiffion  to  legal 
authority ;  but  without  it,  he  would  not  go,  ex¬ 
cept  he  was  forced  by  violence,  which  he  hop¬ 
ed  they  would  not  attempt.  A  folhier,  who 
flood  Sentinel  at  the  prifon  and  overheard 
this  plea,  infilled  that  his  countryman  had 
Spoken  right,  according  to  law  and  juflice; 
c:  and  therefore”  (Said  he)  “  if  you  will  take 
him  before  the  provoll  for  examination  you 
may ;  but  if  not,  touch  him,  who  dare.” 
This  laconic  Speech  uttered  with  a  determined 
air,  had  its  effecl,  the  officers  went  off,  and  left 
Samuel  again  at  full  liberty. 

Samuel  being  elevated  Several  fleps  above  the 
attendant  crowd,  it  fumifhed  him  with  a  favour¬ 
able  opportunity  to  give  them  a  fecond  exhor¬ 
tation,  the  people  were  very  quiet  and  attentive, 
appeared  refpeblful  and  well  Satisfied ;  and  he, 
having  discharged  himfelf  of  what  he  conceived 
his  duty,  retired  to  the  inn  full  of  peace  and  com 
folation.  In  the  evening  Some  of  the  better  Sort 
of  the  inhabitants  paid  them  a  friendly  vifit, 
which  was  pretty  long ;  for  as  they  were  very 
much  flrangers  to  the  people  and  their  princi¬ 
ples,  they  were  defirous  to  be  informed,  and 
Spent  Some  hours  in  religious  conference,  where  - 
in  Samuel  was  enabled  to  anfwer  their  ob¬ 
jections. 
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je£tions,  and  fatisfy  their  enquiries  pretty  fully,  chap. 
So  they  took  their  leave  in  a  friendly  and  affec-  vm- 
tionate  manner,  at  a  late  hour,  feemingly  pleaf-  '  7  ' 

ed  with  the  information  which  they  had  re-  '7:>3' 
ceived. 

In  the  third  month  1702  he  embarked  for 
America,  and  arrived  in  river  Patuxent  in  Mary¬ 
land,  the  latter  end  of  5th  month  following, 
and  here  almoft  immediately  after,  he  received 
the  challenge  from  G.  Keith,  which  with  his 
confequent  imprifonment  hath  been  related  in 
courfe.*  He  vifited  the  meetings  of  friends  pret¬ 
ty  generally  through  the  fundry  Britifh  colonies 
in  North  America,  from  Carolina  to  New  Eng¬ 
land,  which  with  the  time  he  fpent  in  confine¬ 
ment,  took  him  upwards  of  four  years,  it  being 
ioth  month,  1706,  when  he  landed  at  Portl- 
mouth.  His  fervice  was  very  confiderable, 
and  very  acceptable  to  his  friends  there  in  a  ge¬ 
neral  way,  and  inftrumental  to  bring  over  feve- 
ral  to  the  fociety  by  convincement. 

Having  thus  diligently  employed  his  time 
from  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticelhip  ’till 
the  30th  year  of  his  age,  between  his  temporal 
and  fpiritual  engagements,  foon  after  his  return 
from  America  he  married  a  young  woman  in 
Somerfetfhire,  and  removed  to  refide  with  her 
there.  His  engagements  in  marriage  and  in 
bufinefs  for  the  fupport  of  his  family,  did  not 
divert  his  attention  from  that  which  he  elleemed 
his  principal  engagement,  a  life  of  devotednels 
to  the  will  of  God,  and  promoting  a  religious 
life  and  religious  difpofitions  among  his  friends 
and  others. 


See  page  134,  &c. 
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A  p.  In  the  fummer  1 708,  he  went  over  to  Ire- 
1L  land,  on  a  religious  vifit  to  friends  of  that  na- 
,753  tion,  and  in  the  intervening  time  between  his 
landing  at  Cork,  and  the  enfuing  half-year’s 
meeting  in  Dublin,  he  vifited  the  meetings  gene¬ 
rally  through  the  nation,  and  after  the  half- 
year’s  meeting,  took  {hipping  at  Cork,  and  land¬ 
ed  at  Minehead,  after  an  abfence  of  more  than 
18  weeks. 

After  his  return  from  this  journey,  he  feems 
to  have  been  for  fome  time  relealed  from  diftant 
travels,  but  was  diligent  in  his  outward  occu¬ 
pation,  and  in  vifiting  the  neighbouring  meetings, 
which  were  pretty  numerous.  In  1715,  he  vifited 
Cornwall.  In  1719,  fundry  counties  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  Scotland  a  third  time.  In  1 726,  he  em¬ 
barked  for  America  again,  and  after  a  tedious  voy¬ 
age  of  eleven  weeks  landed  at  Hampton  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  whence  he  proceeded  through  the  colonies 
to  New  England  and  back  again,  having  vifited 
molt  of  the  meetings  of  his  friends  through  all 
the  provinces,  and  fundry  of  them  feveral  times 
over,  and  finifhed  his  fervice  where  he  began  it, 
at  Hampton;  from  which  place  he  re-embarked 
for  England,  in  company  with  Robert  Jordan, 
thankful  that  he  had  been  preferred  in  health, 
and  fupported  with  ftrength  both  of  body  and 
mind,  to  accomplilh  this  long  and  tedious  jour¬ 
ney,  through  the  very  fevere  extremes  of  heat 
and  cold,  in  about  eighteen  months. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage,  they  met  with 
a  violent  ftorm,  liich  as  the  failors  faid  they  had 
not  known  before,  and  it  came  upon  them  fo 
fuddenly,  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  it ; 
the  water  came  in  upon  them  and  lb  encreafed, 
that  it  was  feven  or  eight  feet  deep  in  the  hold. 

It 
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It  {laved  the  water  cafks  fattened  on  the  decks,  chap. 
whereby  they  loft  above  a  tun  and  a  half  of  vm- 
water ;  wattied  fome  hogs  over  board,  and  de- 
ftroyed  a  great  number  of  their  fowl.  Thele  I7>3‘ 
Ioffes  were  irreparable;  the  fails  were  torn 
like  paper;  the  fore-top-maft  and  feveral  of  the 
yards,  and  the  tiller  of  the  rudder  were  broken, 
io  that  having  no  command  of  the  {hip,  they 
feemed  to  be  in  the  utmoft  danger,  till  the  ftorm 
abated ;  and  then  it  took  them  a  full  week  to  re¬ 
pair  the  damage,  fo  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to 
make  fail  again ;  and  the  wind  being  unfavour- 
able,  the  men,  by  reafon  of  the  Ioffes  fuftained, 
were  put  to  an  allowance  of  bread  and  water. 

But  in  the  midft  of  dangers  nothing  fupports 
men  in  a  calm  prefence  of  mind  like  true  reli¬ 
gion,  and  a  eonfeioufnels  of  ading  uprightly,  in 
finglenefs  of  heart  towards  God.  This  friend 
amidlt  furrounding  danger,  confiding  in  that  di¬ 
vine  providence  which  is  everywhere  prefent, 
ruling  by  fea  and  land,  who  can  command  the 
winds  to  be  ftill,  and  the  heaving  waves  to  fub- 
fide,  found  comfort  in  meditating  on  his  promif- 
es,  to  care  for  thole  who  put  their  truft  in  him; 
and  after  fome  further  trials  of  his  faith  and 
patience,  he  was  prelerved  to  land  fafely  at 
Plymouth,  and  from  thence  reached  his  own 
houie,  the  2d  of  8th  month,  1728,  having  been 
abfent  about  a  year  and  ten  months.  Upon  en¬ 
tering  his  own  houfe  he  felt  abundant  confola- 
tion  and  peace  of  mind,  in  reward  of  his  fidelity 
in  the  dilcharge  of  duty,  through  all  attendant 
dilcouragements  and  difficulties. 

He  ttaid  pretty  much  at  and  about  home  till 
the  year  I74°>  when  he  vifited  his  friends  in 
various  counties  in  England,  and  paid  a  lecond 
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vifit  to  thofe  in  Ireland.  The  years  1746, 
4  ",  and  :"-0,  fce  fipent  mofly  in  travelling 
in  different  quarters  of  the  nation.  And  after 
this  it  doth  not  appear  that  he  travelled  any 
Ion z  journies,  the  infirmities  of  age  incapacitat¬ 
ing  him;  but  was  very  diligent  in  attending 
meetings  both  at  home  and  in  the  neighbourhood, 
for  twentv  or  thirty  miles  round,  as  long  as  his 
health  and  itrength  continued,  his  mini  it  ry  con- 
tinning  lively  and  powerful  to  the  laft,  to  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  thofe  who  heard  it. 

Travel  Fuller,  of  Svvafham  in  Norfolk,  be¬ 
ing  profecuted  for  Eafxer  offerings  in  the  Eccle- 
fiaitical  court,  at  the  fuit  of  Robert  Say,  prieft  of 
that  pariih ;  a  prohibition  was  obtained  and  the 
cauie  being  removed  into  the  Temporal  court, 
an  hearing  was  had  thereon  at  the  Lent  afiizes 
a:  Thetford  in  Norfolk,  in  the  1  ft  month,  1747, 
when  the  following  ftate  of  the  cafe  was  agreed 
to  bv  the  counfel  on  both  fides,'  and  iubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  conn,  viz. 

That  within  the  pariffi  of  Swafbam  there  is, 
and  for  all  the  time  whereof  the  memory  of 
man  is  not  to  the  contrary,  there  hath  been  a 
certain  cuftom,  that  every  married  man  inhabit¬ 
ing  and  rending  within  the  faid  parifh  of  Swaf- 
ham,  with  his  wife  being  refpectively  of  the 
age  of  fixteen  years  or  older,  hath  paid,  and 
hath  ufed  and  been  accnftomed  to  pay  for 
bimfelf  and  his  wife  to  the  vicar  of  the 
pariih  of  Swafl tam  afore  faid,  for  the  time  being, 
yearly  at  the  feail  of  Eafter,  or  fo  foon  after  as 
the  fame  hath  been  demanded,  four  pence  as 
for  or  in  the  name  of  Eafter  offerings .  That  at 
Eafter,  1  "45,  and  long  before,  the  plaintiff  and 
his  then  and  now  wire  were  and  now  2re  Quak¬ 
ers. 
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ers.  That  neither  the  plaintiff  or  his  faid  chap 
wife  ever  went  to  the  church  of  Swafham,  or  Vin- 
ever  received  the  facrament  or  communion  with  ' 
or  from  the  defendant,  nor  did  the  plaintiff  or  '/47' 
his  iaid  wife  ever  participate  of  or  perfonally 
attend  upon  any  of  the  offices  of  the  church. 

Upon  the  whole  it  is  fubmitted  to  the  court, 
whether  the  defendant  is  intitled  to  a  writ  of 
confultation  or  not  ? 


The  Cafe  of  Travel  Fuller,  fued  in  the  Biffiop’s 
Court  for  Eafler  Offerings. 


The  faid  Fuller,  coming  to  live  in  the  pariffi 
°f  Swafham  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  about 
three  months  fince,  before  the  time  called  Eafler, 
in  the  year  1745,  Robert  Say,  vicar  of  the  faid 
pariffi,  did  loon  after  the  faid  time  demand  of 
Fuller  four  pence,  as  an  Eafler  offering  due 
from  him  and  his  wife  at  Eafler,  which  Fuller 
refufing  to  pay,  Say  libelled  him  in  the  court  of 
the  biffiop  of  Norwich.  Whereupon  Fuller  in 
the  term  called  Trinity  term,  1746,  applied  to 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for  a  prohibition 
upon  a  fuggeflion  that  Eafler  offerihgs  are  not 
due,  but  where  there  are  particular  cufloms 
warranting  the  payment  of  them,  and  whether 
there  was  fuch  a  cuflom  in  the  pariffi  of  Swaf¬ 
ham,  the  Sipritual  courts  had  no  right  to  try.  * 
And  on  this  foundation  the  court  Granted  a 
prohibition;  but  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  in- 
f lance  of  Say’s  counfel  the  court  obliged  Fuller 
to  declare  m  prohibition  within  a  limited  time,* 
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c  h  a  p.  which  he  accordingly  did.  And  to  fuch  de- 
uiI*  claration  Say  pleaded  that  within  the  parifh 
1?^7of  Swafham,  there  was  a  certain  cuftom  ufed, 
that  every  married  man  inhabiting  and  redding 
in  the  faid  parilh  of  Swafham  with  his  wife, 
they  being  both  fixteen  years  andolder,  hathufed, 
been  accuftomed  and  ought  to  pay  for  himfelf 
and  his  wife  to  the  vicar  yearly  at  the  feaft  of 
Eafter,  four  pence  as  .for  and  in  the  name  of 
Eafter  offering.  That  Fuller  at  Eafter,  1745, 
and  for  a  long  fpace  of  time  then  laft  paft,  was 
and  ftill  is  an  inhabitant  in  the  faid  parilh  w  ith 
his  then  and  now  wife,  and  that  they  were  at 
the  feaft  of  Eafter  of  the  age  of  fixteen  andolder, 
and  that  Say  having  been  \  icarof  the  faid  parifh 
for  more  than  a  year  paft,  there  was  due  to  him 
four  pence  from  the  faid  Fuller. 

Fuller  difpuied  the  cuftom,  and  thereupon 
iffue  was  joined,  which  iffue  was  tried  before 
Sir  Thomas  Abney,  the  26th  of  the  ift  month 
(called  March)  1747,  at  the  aflizes  held  at 
Thetford  for  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

Fuller  had  for  his  counfel,  counfellors  Pont, 
Mafon  and  Potter,  and  ferjeant  Leeds,  all 
which  except  counfellor  Pont,  had  been  feveral 
times  attended  by  one  or  more  of  the  friends  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  meeting  on  this  affair;  and  once 
on  a  general  confultation  of  the  faid  counfel ; 
and  at  Thetford  before  the  trial  came  on  they 
were  agaiu  all  applied  to  by  Edmund  Peckover 
and  Richard  How,  who  then  alfo  waited  on 
counfellor  Pont. 

It  was  then  agreed,  that  in  cafe  the  cuftom 
fhould  be  proved,  endeavours  ftiould  be  ufed  to 
obtain  a  fpecial  verdici,  that  fo  the  judgment  of 
all  the  judges  might  be  had;  but  that  could  not 

be 
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be,  though  the  cufiom  wasfo  fully  proved  thatc 
Fuller’s  counfel  did  uot  think  lit  to  examine  any 
of  the  witnelfes  that  were  provided ;  as  the  ^ 
judge  defxred  they  would  not,  but  fave  the  time 
of  the  court. 

The  reafon  the  judge  affigned  againfl  a  fpeei- 
al  verdidl  was  that  it  would  be  attended  with  an 
hundred  pounds  extraordinary  expenfe  ;  but  faid 
he  w'as  willing  it  fhould  be  made  a  caie,  and  re¬ 
ferred  for  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas.  As  a  queflion  had  arilen  whether  the 
cullom  was  good  or  not,  and  whether  Fuller 
was  liable  to  pay  the  demand,  as  his  counfel  in¬ 
filled  that  Eafter  offerings  were  due  and  pay¬ 
able  to  the  vicar  for  officiating  at  the  facrament, 
and,  that  Fuller  never  partook  or  attended  at 
any  of  the  offices  of  the  Church. 

It  was  hereupon  agreed  by  the  counfel  on 
both  fides  that  a  verdidt  fhould  be  given  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  the  matter  objected  on  behalf  of 
the  defendant  fhould  be  referved  for  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas. 

\V  hereupon  a  verdidt  was  given  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  and  cafe  agreed  upon. 

“  It  is  ordered  by  the  conlent  of  the  parties 
“  their  counfel  and  attorneys  that  the  verdidt 
“  now  given  in  this  eaufe  for  the  defendant,  fhall 
“  Hand  as  a  fecurity  to  him,  and  that  the  mat- 
“  ter  in  law  in  this  eaufe  be  referred  for  the  opi- 
“  nion  of  the  court  of  Common  Picas,  whom 
“  the  faid  parties  their  counfel  and  attorneys 
“  fhall  attend  and  if  the  opinion  of  the  faid 
court  fhall  be  for  the  plaintiff,  then  the  de- 
“  fendant  fhall  not  proceed  on  the  faid  verdidf, 

“  but  fhall  pay  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney  his 
“  colls  ol  this  fuit,  to  bo  taxed  by  the  prothono- 

“  tan-; 
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££  tary ;  and  if  the  opinion  of  the  faid  court  of 
££  Common  Pleas  fhall  be  for  the  defendant, 
££  then  the  faid  defendant  may  proceed  on  the 
“  verdict  notwiihftanding  this  order:  and  it  is 
££  further  agreed  by  the  like  confent  that  the 
££  poilea  fhall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  affoci- 
£:  ate,  and  not  be  returned  without  the  order  of 
“  the  faid  court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  that 
££  order  fhall  be  made  a  rule  of  his  majefty’s 
££  court  of  Common  Pleas. 

££  By  the  court, 

££  Rafh,  Affociate.” 

In  purfuance  of  this  order  the  following  caie 
was  ftated  and  agreed  by  counfel  on  both 
tides. 

££  That  within  the  parifh  of  Swafham,  there 

££  is  and  for  all  the  time  whereof,  the  memory 

££  of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary,  there  hath 

££  been  a  certain  cuftom  that  every  married 

££  man  inhabiting  and  refiding  within  the  faid 

££  parilh  of  Swafham  with  his  wife,  fuch  mar- 

cc  ried  man  and  nis  wife,  being  refpectively  of 

‘£  the  age  of  fixteen  years  or  older,  hath  paid 

“  and  hath  ufed  and  been  accuflomed  to  pay 

“  for  himfelf  and  his  wife,  to  the  vicar  of 

££  Swafham,  yearly  at  Eafter  four  pence,  for 

££  and  in  the  name  of  Eafter  offerings.  That  at 

££  Eafler,  1 745,  and  long  before,  the  plaintiff  and 

££  his  wife  were  and  now  are  Quakers,  refiding 

££  in  the  parifn  of  Swafham,  and  refpectively 

££  fixteen  years  of  age.  That  neither  the  plain- 

£C  tiff  nor  his  faid  wife  ever  went  to  the  church 

££  of  Swafham,  and  never  received  the  facra- 

££  ment  or  communion  with  or  from  the  defer.- 

cc  dant,  nor  did  the  plaintiff  or  his  faid  w  ife 

<;  eyer 
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“  ever  participate  of  or  perfonally  attend  upon  c 
£C  any  of  the  offices  of  the  church.” 

On  the  whole  whereof  it  was  fubmitted  to 
the  court  whether  the  defendant  is  intitled  to  a 
writ  of  confultation  on  this  cafe  or  not. 
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Signed,  Edward  Leeds  for  the  plaintiff, 

H.  Partridge  for  the  defendant. 

N.  B.  Serjeant  Prime  refufed  to  fign  the 
caufe  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  becaufe  he 
difapproved  it,  thinking  it  much  to  his  client’s 
prejudice. 

After  this,  ferjeant  Leeds,  ferjeant  Skinner, 
ferjeant  W  illis,  ferjeant  Bootle,  ferjeant  Draper, 
were  attended  by  Fuller’s  attorney,  and  one 
or  more  of  the  friends  appointed,  to  advife  on 
the  affair,  and  it  was  agreed  that  ferjeant  Leeds 
fhould  have  the  firft  argument,  ferjeant  Skinner 
the  fecond,  and  either  Willis  or  Bootle  the 
third,  provided  there  fhould  be  fo  many;  but 
as  the  cafe  was  new  and  of  great  confequencc, 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  gave  the  counfel 
time  to  prepare  until  the  term  called  Michael¬ 
mas  term:  and  then  it  was  feveral  times  ad¬ 
journed,  occafioned  by  the  indif'pofition  or  ab¬ 
sence  of  one  or  other  of  the  judges,  but  on  the 
fixteenth  of  the  9th  month,  1747,  at  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas  all  the  four  judges  bein^ 
prefent,  viz. 

Sir  John  Willis, 

Sir  Thomas  Abney, 

Sir  Thomas  Burnett, 

Sir  Thomas  Burch, 

This  affair  came  on  with  ferjeant  Leeds  ar¬ 
gument  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  Fuller;  hi  be¬ 
gan 
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chap,  gan  with,  a  recital  of  the  previous  proceedings, 
VUI-  then  very  pertinently  took  notice  of  the  provi- 
,-47  fion  the  legiflature  had  made  for  the  eafy  reco¬ 
very  of  thefe  fmall  demands  from  Quakers  by 
juftices  warrant,  of  which  provifion  he  con¬ 
cluded  the  defendant  could  not  be  ignorant,  no 
more  than  of  the  Quakers  confcientious  fcruple 
to  pay  them,  and  yet  the  defendant  had  chofen 
the  expenfive  and  vexatious  method  of  proceed¬ 
ing  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  court. 

O  t 

He  cited  many  authorities  to  prove  that  offer¬ 
ings  in  general  were  for  many  of  the  earlieft 
ages  of  chriftianity  the  only  provifion  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  miniflers,  and  all  other  the 
neceflities  of  the  church,  and  that  Eafter  offer¬ 
ings  in  particular  were  given  fome  hundred 
years  before  the  eflablifhment  of  tithes,  which 
was  not  till  aborut  the  eighth  century. 

That  Eafter  offerings  were  a  gratification, 
compenfation  or  fee  given  the  minifter  for,  or 
on  account  of  his  labour  in  adminiftering  the 
communion,  or  for  or  on  account  of  the  holy 
loaf  to  be  ufed  at  the  commuuion. 

That  it  was  impoflible  Eafter  offerings  fhould 
be  a  compofition  for,  or  any  ways  relate  to 
perfonal  tithes,  as  thofe  offerings  were  ufed  to 
be  given  many  hundred  3-ears  before  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  any  tithes,  of  which  perfonal  tithes 
were  the  laft  and  leaft  general. 

That  the  offerings  which  have  remained  fince 
the  reformation,  have  been  for  marriages,  church¬ 
ing  of  women,  chriftenings,  burials  and  for  the 
iacrament. 

He  cited  divers  authorities  in  tried  cafes, 
wherein  when  the  office  not  being  performed, 
the  offering  had  been  adjudged  not  to  be  pay¬ 
able 
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able.  And  urged,  that  Eafter  offerings  were  of 
the  lame  nature  with  thofe  feveral  other  offer¬ 
ings,  and  that  with  regard  to  the  plaintiff  and 
and  hi§  wife,  it  appeared  in  the  cafe  that  the 
defendant  had  done  nothing  for  them  whereby 
to  intitle  him  to  an  Eafter  offering. 

As  by  the  a£l  of  Eoleration,  Quakers  were 
exempted  from  any  obligation  of  conformity  to 
the  church  or  its  ceremonies. 

He  copioufly  expatiated  on  the  feveral  heads 
before  mentioned,  having  taken  much  pains  him- 
felf,  as  well  as  that  he  had  been  greatly  affifted 
by  the  many  quotations  and  obfervations  com¬ 
municated  by  our  friends  Alexander  Fother- 
gill,  \\  illiam  Hird,  Jofiah  Forfter,  &c. 

Serjeant  Belfieid  on  behalf  of  the  defendant 
anlwered  pretty  briefly,  endeavouring  to  nar¬ 
row  the  whole  affair  into  the  Angle  queftion, 
whether  the  Quakers  were  exempted  or  not? 
though  he  made  lome  attempts  and  quoted  fome 
authorities  to  prove  Eafter  offerings  not  to  be 
lacramental,  but  a  compofition  for  perfonal 
tithes.  He  inftfted  ftrenuoufly  that  though  by 
the  aH  of  the  firft  of  William  and  Mary,  Quak¬ 
ers  were  exempted  from  the  penalties  of  certain 
laws  to  which  they  w'ere  before  liable,  for  their 
nonconformity  to  the  church  of  England,  yet  they 
were  by  no  means  excufed  from  the  payment  of 
tithes,  or  any  other  eccleftaftical  dues. 

Serjeant  Leeds  replied  in  fupport  of  what  he 
had  before  advanced,  adding  lome  further  rea- 
lons  to  prove  that  Eafter  offerings  w:ere  not  a 
compofition  for,  nor  had  no  relation  to  perfonal 
tithes,  and  particularly  that  thofe  offerings  wrere 
pa)  able  at  the  age  of  fixteen  by  perfons  of  all 
ranks  and  degrees ;  whereas  perfonal  tithes 
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c  h  a  p.  were  payable  by  none  before  the  age  of  twenty- 
V,H-  one,  and  then  not  by  the  nobility,  gentry,  day- 
labourers  and  others. 
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He  obferved,  that  in  the  rubrick  confirmed 
by  parliament  of  the  l'econd  of  Edward  VI.  the 
curate  was  to  provide  bread  and  wine  at  his 
own  coft,  and  the  parilhioners  to  contribute  mo¬ 
ney.  That  in  the  next  common  prayer  book 
the  parfon  was  difeharged,  and  the  church-war¬ 
dens  and  minifters  were  directed  to  provide  the 
bread  and  wine  at  the  pariih  expenfe. 

The  judges  then  proceeded  to  deliver  their 
opinions,  lord  chief  juftice  Willis  began  with 
fine  encomiums  on  the  large  body  of  people  called 
Quakers,  for  their  loyalty  and  ufefiilnefs;  then 
took  notice  of  ferjeant  Leeds  learned  differta- 
tion  on  the  original  of  Eafter  offerings  ;  but  faid 
he  fhould  not  meddle  with  things  he  did  not 
well  underhand ,  but  confine  himfelf  to  deliver 
his  opinion  according  to  law,  yet  fhould  defer 
his  full  determination  to  a  further  hearing,  as 
he  fuppofed  there  were  more  counfel  to  fpeak  in 
the  caufe :  but  hitherto  it  appeared  to  him  that 
Eafter  offerings  had  fora  long  time  been  cuftoma- 
rily  paid  as  due  to  the  clergy,  and  had  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  feveral  laws,  and  that  by  the  act  com¬ 
monly  called  the  act  of  Toleration,  the  payment 
of  tithes  and  other  ecdefiaftical  dues,  was  ex¬ 
prefly  continued  and  preferred  by  a  fpecial  claufe 
for  that  purpofe,  and  that  he  could  not  find  in 
any  ftatute  that  any  people  whofoever  were  ex¬ 
empted  :  that  the  jury'  at  Nifiprius  had  found 
that  it  had  been  cuftomary  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Swaf  ham  to  pay  Eafter  offerings ;  that  he  did 
not  apprehend  that  thefe  offerings  were  due  to 
the  vicar  for  actually  adminifterirg  the  facraptent, 

but 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS.  4II 

but  for  his  being  ready  to  perform  that  office,  chap. 
and  that  a  man’s  alledging  that  he  never  did  VIM- 
participate,  was  not  fufficient  to  excufe  him  from  '~7?T7“ 
payment,  for  by  the  fame  rule  he  might  plead  1/47’ 
an  exemption  from  the  tithes  becaufe  he  never 
went  to  hear  the  parfon.  That  on  the  whole 
his  prefent  opinion  was  to  grant  a  confultation, 
but.  he  ffiould  attend  to  what  might  be  advanc¬ 
ed  in  the  future  arguments,  intimating  however 
to  the  counfel  that  they  ffiould  coniine  them- 
feves  to  matters  of  law  only. 

The  other  judges  all  declared  their  concur¬ 
rence  with  the  lord  chief  juftice. 

Judge  Burnett  obferved,  that  when  the  legifla- 
ture  exempted  Diffenters  from  penalties  by 
the  ad  of  Toleration,  they  took  care  to  preferve 
the  eftabliffied  church  and  the  rights  of  its 
clergy. 

Judge  Burch  faid  he  ffiould  be  glad  to  hear  the 
cafe  further  argued,  but  it  would  then  be  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  counfel  to  ffiew  that  the  (Quak¬ 
ers  were  exempted  by  ftatutc  law  from  the  pay- 
ment  of  Eafter  offerings  to  the  clergy. 

After  this  ferjeant  Skinner  having  been  ap¬ 
plied  to,  he  declared  it  was  his  opinion  that 
further  arguments  would  be  fruitlefs  confidering 
how  far  the  court  had  declared  itfelf  and  how 
much  fhey  had  narrowed  up  the  counfel. 

The  meeting  for  fufferings  on  deliberate  con- 
fideration  agreed  that  the  friends  appointed  to 
attend  the  affair  might  let  the  court  know,  that 
we  would  give  the  court  no  further  trouble  but 
rely  on  what  had  been  already  advanced,  which 
was  done  accordingly. 


And 
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c  h^ap.  And  on  the  ggth  of  9th  month,  being  the 
1  '  daft  day  of  term  the  court  proceeded  to  final 

1747.  judgment,  which 

The  lord  chief  jultice  Willis  introduced  with 
a  fpeech  wherein  he  intimated  that  he  had  be¬ 
fore  given  his  opinion,  though  in  regard  to  a 
worthy  fet  of  men  called  Quakers,  he  had  con- 
fented  to  a  further  hearing,  which  however  they 
did  not  defire,  but  did  as  they  do  in  all  other  in- 
llances,  a£t  as  a  people  of  a  pacific  temper, 
always  fubmitting  to  the  laws  of  their  country. 

He  then  recited  the  previous  proceedings, 
particularly  at  the  aiTizes  of  Norfolk,  where  the 
jury  had  found  the  cuftom,  but  could  not  de¬ 
termine  the  law ;  and  that  it  was  therefore  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for  their 
•  opinion,  whether  the^ftom  was  reafonable  and 
legal  as  to  the  Quakers'. 

He  then  repeated  great  part  of  what  he  had 
faid  at  the  hearing,  and  added. 

That  he  thought  the  inftance  of  marriage  no 
parallel,  for  that  a  man  was  at  liberty  whether 
he  would  take  the  benefit  of  marriage,  but  that 
ail  were  obliged  to  communicate  until  difpenfed 
with,  and  ftill  were  obliged  to  pay,  that  never 
having  been  difpenfed  with,  particular  care 
having  been  taken  in  the  acl  of  Toleration,  that 
the  Diffenter  fhould  not  be  profited,  nor  the  mi- 
nifter  prejudiced,  he  then  added  that  the  verdifit 
mull:  hand,  and  the  plaintiff  have  leave  to  enter 
judgment  thereon  and  avoid  a  confultation. 
Peter  Andrews  from  New  Jerfey,  in  the 
Account  of  courfe  °f  a  religious  vifit,  died  in  the  city  of 
Peter  An-  Norwich  this  year ;  of  whom  friends  in  faid 
drew;.  place  tellified  that  his  memory  was  very  preci¬ 
ous  to  them  •  and  that  few  friends  who  travelled 
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this  nation  (England)  had  been  more  approved,  c  hap. 
or  had  more  general  fervice  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  vm- 
of  time.  — 

In  the  teftimonies  given  forth  concerning  him,  7 
we  find  little  or  no  account  of  the  forepart  of  his 
life.  It  having  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bellow  on 
him  a  gift  in  the  miniftry,  he  was  faithful  there¬ 
to,  and  made  helpful  to  many.  His  engagements 
in  the  exercife  hereof,  %  occafioned  him  to  be 
much  from  home,  yet  his  regard  to  his  family 
was  becoming,  both  as  an  hulband  and  father ; 
it  was  his  frequent  pra&ice  to  fit  down  with 
them  to  wait  upon  the  Lord,  and  we  believe 
his  faithfulnefs  therein  was  of  confiderable 
fervice. 

In  the  year  1755  he  obtained  a  certificate 
from  the  monthly  meeting  of  Burlington,  in  New 
Jerley,  to  vifit  friends  in  England,  and  having 
lettled  his  temporal  affairs,  he  embarked  the 
29th  of  4th  month,  fame  year,  and  landed  in 
the  fouth  of  England,  in  the  6th  month  follow¬ 
ing.  He  proceeded  immediately  to  London, 
where  he  had  very  good  fervice.  From  thence 
he  went  dire&ly  to  York,  being  defirous  to  be 
at  the  Quarterly  Meeting  for  that  county;  at  the 
opening  of  which  in  the  meeting  of  minifters 
and  elders  he  had  a  very  weighty  opportunity 
in  mini  ft  ry ;  but  in  the  lucceeding  meetings  for 
worth  ip  was  moftly  filent.  In  the  meetings  for 
dilcipline  he  was  divinely  led  to  fet  forth  the 
nature,  good  end  and  tendency  of  the  fame,  and 
very  zealoufiy  preffed  the  keeping  them  up  in 
the  fame  wildom  and  power,  in  which  they 
were  firft  eftablifhed,  evidently  fetting  forth, 
that  they  proceeded  from  that  which  gathered 
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chap  our  forefathers  to  be  as  a  peculiar  people  unto 
_^1U-  .God. 

,75o  From  York  he  travelled  through  many  parts 
of  the  north  of  England,  and  had  meetings  in  di¬ 
vers  places,  feveral  of  which  were  very  large; 
yet  he  was  often  led  to  famifh  the  too  eager  de¬ 
fire  after  words,  being  often  in  thefe  great  meet¬ 
ings  totally  filent,  which  though  a  great  difap- 
poiutmeut  to  many  for  the  prefent,  yet  there  after¬ 
wards  appeared  a  fignal  fervice  in  it.  He  arriv¬ 
ed  at  Norwich  in  the  i  ith  month,  where  he  was 
made  inftrumental  in  a  very  particular  manner 
to  the  help  and  furtherance  of  fome,  whom  it 
hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  vifit  with  a  frefh  vift- 
tation  of  his  love.  From  Norwich  he  returned 
to  London,  vifning  many  meetings  in  his  way 
thither.  He  remained  in  this  latter  city  a  few 
weeks,  being  exceeding  ill,  yet  was  at  moft  of  the 
meetings  there,  and  was  very  ferviceable  in  af¬ 
fairs  particularly  relating  to  the  fociety  in 
Pen fyl vania,  at  that  time.  From  London  he 
went  back  to  Effex,  and  through  feveral  other 
counties  to  Briftol ;  his  indifpofition  ftill  conti¬ 
nuing,  but  ic  did  not  hinder  him  from  travelling 
or  attending  meetings.  From  Briftol  he  paffed 
through  fome  parts  of  Gloucefterfhire,  Wiltfhire 
and  Oxfordfhire,  and  got  to  the  yearly  meeting 
in  London,  in  6th  month,  1756,  and  although 
his  illnefs  continued  upon  him,  he  was  enabled 
to  bear  feveral  living  teftimonies,  in  the  demon- 
ftration  of  the  fpirit  and  of  power.  From  Lon¬ 
don  he  came  down  to  the  yearly  meetings  at 
Colchefter  and  W'oodbridge,  at  the  latter  of 
which,  at  the  laft  public  opportunity  which  he 
had,  he  was  {Lengthened  to  bear  a  large,  power¬ 
ful  and  a  ffeftingteftimony,  to  the  tenderingofmany 
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hearts,  whofe  hates  were  fo  effe&ually  fpoken  chap. 
to,  as  that  it  may  be  fitly  compared  to  the  ex-  ^In' 
tellency  and  glorious  lituatioa  which  the  pfalm-  ,_55 
ill  defcribed,  when  he  fays,  “  How  good  and 
“  how  pleafant  a  thing  is  it  for  brethren  to 
“  dwell  together  in  unity  !  it  is  like  the  precious 
££  ointment  upon  the  head,  that  ran  down  upon 
<c  the  beard,  even  Aaron’s  beard,  that  went 
“  down  to  the  fkirts  of  his  garments.  As  the 
££  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that  defcend- 
£f  ed  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion ;  for  there 
££  the  Lord  commanded  the  blelTing,  even  life 
££  for  evermore,”  Pfalm.  cxxxiii.  i,  2,  3. 

It  was  indeed  a  remarkable  feafon,  in  which  he 
was  wonderfully  led  to  let  forth  the  progrefifive 
heps  the  Almighty  was  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of, 
in  appearing  to  Gideon,  confirming  him  in  the 
certainty  of  his  requirings,  condefcending  to  grant 
his  requelisin  a  very  peculiar  manner,  and  fealing 
them  with  his  prefence,  and  giving  him  victory 
over  his  enemies,  as  he  was  faithful  to  follow 
the  blelTed  author,  that  pointed  out  the  begin¬ 
ning  as  wrell  as  finilhing  that  great  work  to 
which  he  wras  called.  This  memorable  fervice, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe,  was  of  great  ufe,  and 
long  remembered  by  many  prefent. 

He  continued  very  weak  in  body  all  the  time 
of  his  Hay  at  Woodbridge,  being  about  five 
days,  and  no  perfuafions  could  prevail  upon 
him  to  continue  there,  being  very  defirous  to 
fee  friends  of  Norwich  again,  having  faid,  ££  he 
“  thought  he  could  willingly  die  with  them.” 

Soon  after  he  got  thither,  he  took  to  his  bed ; 
and  to  feveral  friends  who  vifited  him,  he  cx- 
prefled,  <£  that  he  was  fatisfied  he  was  in  his 
“  place,  in  giving  up  to  follow  the  requirings  of 
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c  h  a  p.  “  the  Lord,  in  leaving  his  outward  habitation* 

,  v  111 _ ;  £C  and  thofe  near  bleifings  of  a  moft  tender  af- 

,756.  cc  feftionate  wife,  and  dutiful  children.”  The 
feverity  of  his  illnefs  kept  him  moftly  delirious, 
yet  he  was  favoured  with  lome  clear  intervals ; 
in  one  of  which,  being  in  a  fweet  hea1.  enly  frame 
of  mind,  he  broke  out  in  the  following  fervent 
fupplications,  “  Oh,  this  poor  foul  hath  been 
££  for  many  days  on  the  brink  of  the  pit  of 
“  diftrefs  ;  but  thou,  dear  father,  doft  not 
££  afflict  thy  children  willingly,  but  for  fome  great 
“  and  good  caule,  known  only  to  thyfelf.  Dear 
£c  Father!  fuffer  not  thy  children  ever  to  de- 
“  fpair  of  thy  mercies,  but  that  we  may  be 
“  helpful,  as  much  as  may  be  in  our  power,  to 
*  ££  one  another,  in  all  fuch  times  of  trouble. 

££  Deareft  Father,  thou  haft  been  pleafed  to 
“  open,  and  to  favour  with  thy  goodnefs :  my 
££  foul  is  thankful,  and  can  fay,_thou  art  worthy 
C£  of  glory  and  praife  for  evermore.”  He  conti¬ 
nued  to  the  13th  of  7th. month,  1756,  and  then 
departed  this  life,  and  no  doubt  refts  with  the 
fpirits  of  the  juft  made  perfect,  in  thofe  glorious 
manftons  prepared  for  all  who  faithfully  perfe- 
vere  to  the  end.  He  died  at  the  age  of  49 
years,  having  been  about  fourteen  years  a  mi- 
nifter. 

,7!.8  On  the  26th  of  1  ft  month,  1758,  died  in  Lon- 
Accountof  don,  in  the  courfe  of  a  religious  vifit,  Abraham 
Farrtcg-1  Farrington  of  New  Jerfey,  in  America.  He  was 
ton.  born  in  Buck’s  county,  in  the  province  of  Pen- 
fylvania,  of  parents  profefting  the  truth,  as  held 
by  this  people.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
an  infant,  foon  after  which  his  mother  married 
out  of  the  fociety,  which  expofea  him  to  a  very 
irregular  education.  At  ten  years  old  he  was 

put 
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put  apprentice,  where  he  faffered  much  bodily c  hap. 
hardlhip,  and  very  great  danger  to  his  better  v  1 
part,  during  a  l’ervitude  of  eleven  years ;  yet  the  ,^3. 
good  hand  of  the  Almighty  was  with  him  for  his 
protection  and  p refer vatioti.  He  for  fome  time 
took  great  delight  in  reading  the  bible;  and 
though  fond  of  youthful  vanities,  yet  he  was 
careful  every  night  to  repeat  thole  forms  of 
prayer  which  he  had  learned,  ’till  he  grew  afraid 
to  fay  them  any  more,  and  feemed  like  one 
abandoned  by  God  for  feveral  years.  When 
he  ferved  out  his  time,  he  became  a  relident  in 
the  houfe  of  one  of  this  fociety.  The  family 
were  very  exemplary  in  their  conduCl,  and 
treated  him  with  great  kindnefs.  He  thought 
them  the  bell:  people  he  was  ever  acquainted 
with,  careful  of  their  words  and  actions,  yet 
cheerful  and  plealant  in  their  demeanour,  lb 
that  he  thought  he  mult  become  a  Quaker. 

Here  we  have  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  efficacy 
of  the  filent  preaching  of  a  good  example. 

Soon  after  his  forming  this  refolution,  at  a 
meeting  of  this  people,  a  friend  preached  with 
much  divine  power,  reaching  the  witnefs  in  his 
coufcience,  and  fpeaking  intelligibly  to  the  fate 
of  his  mind  ;  but,  too  much  after  the  manner  of 
the  world,  he  gave  that  prail'e  to  the  creature, 
which  was  due  only  to  the  Creator,  thinking 
within  himfelf,  “This  is  a  brave  man,  he  preach- 
“  es  well;  I  wifh  I  lived  near  him,  that  I  might 
“  go  to  hear  him  every  firft  day.”  But  he 
was  little  attentive  what  this  preaching  direct¬ 
ed  him  to,  Chrift  in  himfelf,  the  true  teacher. 
Afterwards  he  frequently  attended  the  meetings 
of  friends,  and  became  very  converfant  in  their 
writings.  One  of  thefe  meetings  was  attended 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  by 
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c  h  \  ?.  by  Thomas  Wi'fon  and  James  Dickenfon,  by 
whofe  mini  In',  his  {fate  was  fo  plainly  fpoken 
TTlc  :o,  as  effectually  ro  fhew  him  how  the  account 
hood  between  God  and  his  foul,  and  abiding  un¬ 
der  the  divine  power,  in  the  Lord’s  time  he 
came  to  witnefs  the  work  of  fanctification  to  be 
carried  on;  and  when  fully  fitted  thereto,  was 
called  to  bear  a  public  teitimony  to  others  of 
what  God  had  done  for  his  foul. 

He  often  travelled  abroad  on  the  American 
continent  in  the  fervice  of  truth,  much  to  the 
fatisfaction  of  thofe  whom  he  vifited.  Ac  times 
his  outward  ctrcumiiances  were  difficult,  where¬ 
by  an  opportunity  was  afforded  him  to  (hew  an 
example  of  cfcriftian  refignation ;  and  to  fee  its 
effects  in  divers  providential  affiflances. 

In  the  year  1756  he  obtained  a  certificate 
from  the  monthly  meeting  of  Burlington,  in 
New  jerfey,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  to  vifit 
friends  in  Great  Britain,  for  which  he  felt  a 
concern  on  his  mind  for  upwards  of  ten  years. 
After  a  voyage  of  four  weeks,  he  landed  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  and  vffited  the  meetings  of  friends  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  faithfully  labouring 
to  ftrengthen  the  brethren,  and  affilf  in  build¬ 
ing  up  the  wafie  places  in  Zion.  His  fervice 
there  was  weighty  and  truly  acceptable.  From 
thence  he  came  over  to  England,  vifited 
many  of  the  northern  parts,  and  thence  came  up 
to  the  yearly  meeting  in  London.  He  after¬ 
wards  vifited  many  other  parts  of  the  nation  to 
the  comfort  and  edification  of  friends,  and  return¬ 
ed  to  London,  about  theclofeof  the  year  1757. 
Having  travelled  with  great  diligence,  and  la¬ 
boured  with  fervency,  his  health  was  impaired, 
yet  he  attended  meetings  ’till  his  diforder  fo  en- 
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creafed  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  further  c  H  A  r- 
public  lervice.  .  V1I1‘ 

His  converl'ation  was  innocently  cheerful,  1758. 
yet  grave  and  inftru&ive ;  he  was  a  man  of  a 
weighty  fpirit,  and  valiant  for  the  caufe  of  truth ; 
a  lharp  reprover  of  libertine  profeflcrs,  but 
tender  to  the  humble  and  contrite  ones;  ftrong 
in  judgment,  found  in  do&rine,  deep  in  divine 
things ;  often  in  a  clear  and  lively  manner,  ex¬ 
plaining  the  hidden  myfteries  wrapt  up  in  the 
layings  oi  Chrift,  the  prophets  and  apoftles; 
and  it  may  be  truly  faid,  he  was  a  fcribe  well  in- 
ftruded  unto  the  kingdom,  bringing  forth  out  of 
his  treafure  things  new  and  old. 

His  miniftry  wras  in  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  and 
attended  with  divine  authority,  reaching  the 
witnefs  of  God  in  man,  and  to  the  habitation  of 
the  mourners  in  Zion;  frequently  pointing  out, 
in  a  lively  manner,  the  paths  of  the  exereifed 
travellers,  and  the  heps  of  heavenly  pilgrims, 
by  which  he  was  made  helpful  to  fuch  as  were 
feeking  the  true  reh,  which  the  Lord  has  pre¬ 
pared  lor  thole  who  love  him. 

His  dihemper  encreafing,  he  was  confined  to 
his  bed,  at  the  houfe  of  Thomas  jackfon,  in 
Devonfhire  Square,  where  all  neteflary  care 
was  taken  of  him.  During  his  illnefs  he  was 
very  tender  in  his  fpirit,  and  remarkably  pati¬ 
ent.  He  uttered  many  heavenlv  exprefllons 
and  feveral  times  faid,  he  apprehended  his  time 
in  this  world  would  be  but  Ihort;  and  feemed 
fully  refigned  to  quit  this  mortal  ftate,  having 
an  evidence,  that  he  fnould  be  clothed  with 
immortality  and  be  united  to  the  heavenlv 
hoft. 
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c  h  a  p.  He  had  been  frequently  heard  to  fay,  in 
VHI  time  of  health,  that  he  thought  he  fhould  lay 
,75g  down  his  body  in  this  nation,  and  fee  his  friends 
in  America  no  more. 

He  departed  this  life  like  a  lamb,  without 
figh  or  groan,  as  one  falling  into  a  deep  deep,  at 
the  ageof  fixty  fix  years.  His  body  w  as  carried  to 
Devonfhire  boufe,  where  a  large  and  folemn 
meeting  was  held  ;  from  thence  to  friends  bury¬ 
ing  ground  at  Bunn  ill- fields,  accompanied  by  a 
large  concourfe  of  people,  and  there  interred 
among  the  remains  of  many  of  our  primitive 
worthies. 

c.’r75f'  Daniel  Hollis,  an  ancient  friend  of  Whip- 
Daniei  ingham  parifh  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  died  in  this 
Hollis.  year  a  prifoner  in  Winchefter  jail.  In  the  year 
1708,  he  was  profeeuted  in  the  ecclefiaftical 
court,  by  the  church  wardens  fo  called,  for  a 
few  fhillings  charged  on  him  in  their  rate,  for 
non-payment  whereof,  he  was,  in  the  year  1 709, 
committed  to  Winchefter  jail,  where  he  remain¬ 
ed  a  prifoner  until  difcharged  by  a  general  ad 
of  grace.  In  about5o  years  there  had  been  taken 
from  him  on  account  of  tithes  and  offerings 
by  warrants  of  diftrefs ;  corn,  hay,  cattle,  &c. 
to  above  the  value  of  700/.  whereof  about  1 40 
was  more  than  the  total  amount  of  all  the  origi¬ 
nal  demands.  It  had  been  cuftomary  for  con- 
ftables  before  the  year  1757,  to  diftrain  confi- 
derably  more  than  the  fum  claimed  for  tithe,  and 
the  charges  allowed  by  law'  amounted  to,  which 
additional  money  the  parfon  ufed  to  take  for  his 
pretended  extra  expenfes ;  but  William  James, 
couftable  of  the  Eaft  Medine  in  the  laid  illand, 
who  diftrained  for  tithes  in  the  year  1 7 56,  refuf- 
ing  to  diftrain  any  more  for  the  parfon,  than 
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what  the  juflices  had  adjudged  to  be  due  to  him,  chap. 
and  the  charges  allowed  by  law,  with  which  VIU- 
John  Gilbert,  the  old  redo r  of  the  parilh  of^jTT^ 
W  hipingham,  not  being  fatisfied,  he  brought 
an  adion  againft  the  laid  co  aft  able  for  what  he 
demanded  beyond  the  tithes  and  legal  charges, 
in  which  fuit  the  parilh  being  caft,  was  obliged 
to  pay  the  conftables  eoft. 

In  the  year  1758,  the  faid  John  Gilbert  pre¬ 
ferred  a  bill  in  the  court  of  Exxhequer,  againft 
Daniel  Hollis,  for  tithes  for  one  year  to  Michael¬ 
mas,  fo  called,  1757,  and  obtaining  an  attach¬ 
ment,  the  fon  of  the  prieft,  being  an  attorney, 
together  with  a  lheriff’s  officer,  went  to  the 
houfe  of  the  laid  Daniel  Hollis :  Daniel,  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  great  age,  was  become  fo  feeble  as  to 
be  fcarce  able  to  help  himfelf.  They  violently 
pulled  him  from  his  bed,  and  dragged  him  down 
flairs,  whereby  he  was  bruifed  ;  they  then  left 
him  in  the  houfe.  But  afterwards,  viz.  on  or 
about  the  ift  of  1  ith  month,  in  the  fame  year, 
he  was  taken  out  of  his  houfe  and  conveyed  to 
\\  inchefter  jail,  where  he  was  at  firft  confined 
in  a  public  thoroughfare-room,  very  incommo¬ 
dious  to  him  and  his  daughter,  who  attended 
him;  but  by  the  favourable  influence  of  a  juf- 
tice  of  the  peace,  who  had  been  his  landlord,  he 
was  in  a  few^  days  removed  into  a  more  com¬ 
modious  room,  in  which  he  was  daily  fed 
from  the  faid  juftice’s  table.  After  he  had  been 
a  prifoner  about  a  month,  a  fuperfedeas  w  as  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  court  for  his  difcharge ;  but 
w  hen  it  came  to  the  prifon,  he  was  fo  ill  with 
the  bruile  he  received  wffien  dragged  down 
flairs,  and  by  increafe  of  his  weaknefs,  that  he 
was  not  fit  to  be  removed,  and  defired  thole 

about 
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c  h  a  p.  about  him  not  to  attempt  it.  And  to  one,  who 
VIM-  offered  him  the  ufe  of  a  chariot,  to  carry  him  to 
,7-g  Southampton,  he  faid  he  had  a  fhorter  paffage, 
and  fhould  be  foon  at  his  journey’s  end,  requeu¬ 
ing  he  might  not  be  difturbed,  he  faid  he  was 
very  eafy,  and  having  forgiven  his  profecutor, 
he  in  a  tender  refigued  frame  of  mind,  departed 
this  life  in  prifon  the  i  ith  of  12th  month,  1758 
aged  about  97  years.  His  corps  was  as  he  dc- 
fired,  interred  in  friends  burial  ground  at  New¬ 
port,  in  the  Me  of  W  ■ight. 

t?6o  On  the  15th  of  5th  month,  this  year,  died 
Account  of  William  Pitts  of  Southwark.  In  his  young 
Pitts iam  years  was  v^lte<^  a  ca^  divine  grace, 
and  by  adhering  thereto  and  fubinitting  to  its 
operations,  he  became  convinced  of  the  effen- 
tial  dottrines  of  chriftianity,  as  profeffed  by  this 
people.  In  his  minority  he  was  educated  by  a 
prieft,  under  whofe  tuition  he  attained  a  confi- 
derable  knowledge  in  feveral  of  the  learned 
languages  ;  yet  the  tender  fcruples  which  were 
raifed  in  his  mind,  under  the  clear  conviction 
of  the  impropriety  of  the  needlefs  ceremonies 
and  falutations  in  which  he  had  been  educated, 
cxpoied  him  to  many  fufferings  from  his  father, 
whofe  unkind  treatment  he  endured  with  much 
patience  and  fortitude.  This  tended  much  to 
bis  growth  and  advancement  in  religious  expe¬ 
rience  and  preparation  for  further  fervice. 

We  find  no  particular  account  of  the  time  of 
his  joining  this  religious  fociety;  but  that  after 
much  conflict  of  mind  for  three  years,  from  the 
importance  of  the  weighty  fervice,  he  came 
forth  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  in  the  year 
1738.  His  fervice  herein  through  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  his  life  was  very  great,  his  heart  be- 
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ing  fully  given  up  to  do  whatever  his  hands  c  h  a  p. 
might  find  to  do,  as  was  evident  from  his  own 
expreflions  to  fome  friends  who  vifited  him  in  ,-6o. 
his  illnefs,  whom  he  encouraged  to  faithfnlnefs, 
faying,  “  that  for  the  laft  twenty  years,  he  had 
“  never  omitted  one  fervice  which  had  appear- 
“  ed  to  be  his  duty,  and  he  had  now  the  com- 
“  fort  and  fatisfaFtion  thereof,”  or  words  to 
that  effect ;  and  his  talents  and  qualifications 
were  employed  to  the  glory  of  the  Giver. 

In  the  fourth  month,  1760,  he  let  out  to 
vifit  friends  in  Buckinghamfhire  and  fome  parts 
adjacent,  but  being  much  indifpofed,  he  return¬ 
ed  homewards,  and  was  fuddenly  taken  very 
ill  at  a  friend’s  houfe  at  Uxbridge,  during  which 
he  utteFed  the  following  exprelfions,  “  O  my 
“  Father,  my  Father!  be  pleafed  to  be  with 
“  me  in  my  affli&ion,”  and  faid  he  believed, 

“  that  his  time  in  this  world  would  befhort,  and 
“  that  he  fhould  die  of  his  prefent  illnefs,  but 
“  that  he  was  refigned  to  the  will  of  provi- 
**  dence,  for  he  coveted  not  length  of  days,  and 
“  was  eafy  in  body  and  mind.”  Being  afked 
how  he  did,  he  faid,  “  I  am  very  weak  in  body, 

“  but  I  have  a  great  Phyfician  in  heaven,  who 
“  is  merciful  to  me  in  this  illncl's.”  At  ano¬ 
ther  time  he  faid,  “  if  it  pleafed  God,  he  had 
“  rather  die  than  live,  unlefs  he  had  any  fur- 
<c  ther  fervice  for  him  to  do,”  and  he  could  re¬ 
joice  faying,  “  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling?  O 
“  grave  where  is  thy  vi&ory  ? — the  fling  of 
“  death  is  fin  and  the  flrength  of  fin  is  the  law ; 

“  but  thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  vic- 
“  tory.”  Many  friends  from  London  and  elfe- 
vvhere  went  to  vifit  him,  which  he  took  very 
kindly,  and  to  one  of  them  he  exprefled  hiin- 
l'elf  in  the  following  manner,  “  I  never  coveted 
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c  h  a  p.  “  riches  nor  power ;  and  indeed  if  I  had  obtained 
vm-  “  them,  what  could  they,  or  aU  the  friendfhips 
1760.  “  of  the  world  do  for  me  now?  Nothing  but 

“  the  teftimony  of  a  pure  confidence  and  the  in- 
tf  ward  fenfe  of  divine  favour,  can  comfort  my 
“  foul  in  thefe  moments ;  and  thanks  be  to  my 
“  heavenly  Father,  I  feel  his  fupporting  arm 
££  underneath,  and  it  is  a  rell  indeed,  a  joy 
“  that  overcomes  all;  it  makes  this  bed  eafy, 
«  and  enables  me  to  bear  calmly  and  without 
“  complaint,  the  difpenfations  of  his  gracious 
<£  providence ;  I  wifh  for  nothing  to  myfelf 
££  otherwife  than  it  is.  I  accept  with  fatisfac- 
“  tion  and  thanks  the  kindnefs  of  my  friends ; 
££  in  compliance  with  their  requeft,  and  think- 
«  ing  it  my  duty  to  do  what  may  be  in  my 
“  power,  I  take  the  medicines  prefcribed,  which, 
«  though  it  may  not  feem  meet  to  providence 
“  in  his  wifdom,  to  render  inftrumeutal  in  the 
<c  reftoration  of  health  ;  yet  through  his  blef- 
«  ling,  they  have  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  remove 
‘£  the  fenfe  of  acute  pain.  To  be  thoughtful  of 
££  and  prepare  for  this  trying  time,  have  I  fre- 
“  quently  and  earneftly  exhorted  others ;  not 
te  without  confidering  and  knowing  the  many 
<c  and  ftrong  temptations  of  this  world,  v.  hich 
£C  however,  as  we  are  obedient  to  the  fpirit  of 
£C  Chrift,  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  overcome; 
cc  that  in  the  conclufion  they  might  have  this 
£C  anfwer  of  peace,  this  divine  coafolation  of 
“  mind ;  and  it  always  appeared  bell  to  me,  to 
“  do  this  in  great  love  and  gentlenefs,  fo  that 
£C  I  might  perfuade  not  force  them  to  Chrift. 
“  When  this  time  comes,  it  will  be  found  hard 
“  work,  without  any  additional  weight,  to  ftrug- 
“  gle  011  a  dying  bed  with  the  pangs  of  the 

£C  body. 


425 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS. 

“  body.  But  how  much  more  to  be  lamented  chap. 
“  is  the  condition  of  thofe,  whofe  confciences  V1H- 
“  accufe  them  with  having  enriched  themfelves  '  ~77’0o 
“  by  opprefling  the  poor  and  helplels ;  and 
“  when  in  an  unprepared  flate,  after  a  life  of 
“  rebellion  and  hardened  in  iniquity,  fuch  mull 
“  feel  the  terrors  of  a  guilty  mind,  added  to 
“  the  agonies  of  a  perifhing  body.” 

A  friend  who  went  to  vifit  him,  the  day  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  afked  him  how  he  did ;  after  a 
fhort  paufe  he  faid,  “I  am  waiting  for  my  great 
“  change;  O  my  Father,  be  pleafed  to  be  with 
“  me,  and  comfort  me  in  my  laft  moments.” 

The  lalt  words  he  was  heard  to  fpeak,  were 
thele,  “  There  is  a  great  God  in  heaven,  who 
“  is  Zion’s  king,  O  Zion,  O  Zion,  O  thou  great 
“  King  of  kings !”  Soon  after  which  he  de¬ 
parted  in  great  tranquillity  and  compofure,  aged 
about  51  years,  having  been  a  minifter  22 
years. 

The  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  produced  ra¬ 
ther  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  arms  than  a  folid 
peace;  for  though  peace  appeared  for  a  feafon 
to  be  fecured  in  Europe,  hoftilities  between 
France  and  England  were  ftill  carried  on  both  in 
America  and  the  Eaft-lndies,  which  in  a  few 
years  involved  England  in  another  long  and 
troublefome  war,  which  carried  but  a  gloomy 
appearance  at  the  beginning,  the  Englilh  re¬ 
ceiving  fundry  defeats  and  difappointments ;  but 
afterward  they  were  more  fuccelsful  and  termi¬ 
nated  the  war  with  great  advantage  over  their 
enemies.  During  the  continuance  thereof,  and 
amid  ft  a  train  of  fucceflfes  by  fea  and  land,  the  king  '  °l 
king  died  fuddenly  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age,Georg«  H. 

and 
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c  h  a  p.  and  33d  of  his  reign,  October  25th  1 760,  much 
V!K-  lamented  by  his  fubje&s. 

1760. 
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Account  of  John  Dobbs. — John  AJbton. — George 
Rooke. — Affirmation-act  made  perpetual. — Ad- 
dr  efs  to  the  Kin?. — Account  of  Mungo  Bewley. 
— Mary  Peifley. 

C  H  A  P.  T 

IX-  IN  the  year  1739,  and  the  80th  of  his  age, 
''“"TT  ’  died  John  Dobbs  of  Youghall,  in  the  county  of 

Account  of  Cork,  who  although  not  engaged  in  the  work 
.John  0f  the  miniftry ;  yet  his  lincerity  and  felf-denial, 
° )Cr='  his  peculiar  fufferings,  his  ftedfaftnefs,  and  con¬ 
tempt  of  worldly  polfellions  in  comparifon  of 
peace  of  mind,  appear  to  be  too  remarkable  to 
be  palled  over  unnoticed. 

He  was  of  a  family  of  fome  account  in  the 
world,  being  the  eldeft  fon  of  Richard  Dobbs 
near  Carrickfergus,  a  counfellor  at  law,  and  a 
juftice  of  peace  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  from 
whom  as  heir  he  was  entitled  to  a  conliderable 
eftate,  of  which  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  de¬ 
prived  purely  for  the  fake  of  religion.  He  pof- 
feffed  from  an  early  age,  a  thoughtful  and  virtu¬ 
ous  turn  of  mind.  When  he  was  about  eleven 
years  of  age,  his  father  in  anfwer  to  an  occafi- 

onal 
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onal  enquiry,  Signifying  that  he  intended  to  edu¬ 
cate  him  “  for  the  clerical  order  and  he  did  not 
“  know  but  Jonny  might  obtain  a  bifhoprick.” 
The  child  hearing  this,  fays  within  himfelf, 
"  It  is  a  weighty  matter  to  take  the  care  of 
“  other  men’s  fouls  upon  me,  it  is  well,  if  1  can 
“  look  well  after  my  own.” 

He  received  an  education  in  literature  Suitable 
to  his  rank  in  life,  and  the  ftation  he  was  defign- 
ed  for.  After  he  had  made  a  confiderable  pro¬ 
ficiency  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  at 
School,  he  was  removed  to  the  univerlity  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  and  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  phy- 
fic.  But  being  all  along  of  a  religious  difpofi- 
tion,  the  loofe  conversation  of  his  companions 
both  at  School  and  the  univerfity  was  irkfome  to 
him.  When  he  was  on  his  road  to  Oxford,  he 
met  with  a  difcouraging  observation  from  a  per- 
fon,  with  whom  he  cafually  fell  into  company  at 
York,  who  remarked  that  there  were  many  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  were  afraid  of  fending  their  Sons 
thither,  left  they  fhould  be  corrupted ;  and  he 
found  there  was  too  much  ground  for  the  obser¬ 
vation  ;  lor  when  he  came  to  Oxford,  the  pro- 
fauenefs  of  many  of  the  ftudents  there,  was  quite 
difguftful  to  him.  At  firft  he  put  himfelf  in  the 
way  of  convcrfmg  with  them,  with  a  defign  to 
ufe  his  be  ft  endeavours  to  reform  them,  but  loon 
found  this  to  be  labour  loft;  and  being  uncafy 
at  his  company  here,  he  obtained  liberty  of  his 
father  to  return  home.  Here  all'o  lying  open  to 
the  company  of  the  country  gentry,  their  con¬ 
duct  and  conversation  became  dilagreeable  to 
him,  particularly  as  they  were  accuftomed  to 
indulge  themfelves  in  drinking  too  freely; 
wherefore  he  withdrew  from  their  company,  as 

thinking 
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c  h  a  p.  thinking  their  pradtice  in  confident  with  the  mo- 
1X'  deration  aad  temperance  prefcribed  by  the 
*739-  gospel- 

Thus  adtuated  by  religious  motives  in  circum- 
fpedtion  and  felf-denial  lo  to  order  his  coaverfa- 
tion  in  this  life,  as  to  obtain  everlalting  felicity 
in  that  wrhich  is  to  come,  he  conceived  an  aver- 
fion  to  an  inordinate  latitude  in  conduct,  while 
innocence  and  integrity  of  life,  was  what  he  en¬ 
deavoured  after  himfelf,  and  obferved  w  ith  la- 
tisfadtion  in  others.  This  difpofition  drew'  him 
to  look  upon  the  people  called  Quakers  in  a 
favourable  light,  obferving  their  chafte  conver- 
fation  coupled  with  fear.  Aad  his  mother 
Dorothy  Dobbs,  having  joined  w  ith  thofe  peo¬ 
ple,  gave  him  an  opportunity  both  to  remark 
their  circumfpedt  walking,  and  to  perufe  feveralof 
their  writings  on  religious  fubjedts.  But  ’till  the 
iptlFreaf  of  his  age,  although  he  had  an  efleem 
*  for  many  of  thofe  he  had  know  ledge  of,  yet  he 
declined  the  thoughts  of  entering  into  their 
community,  his  father  having  threatened  to 
turn  any  of  his  children  out  of  doors,  that  fhould 
go  to  their  meetings.  John,  at  length,  from  the 
perufal  of  their  writings,  being  impreffed  with  a 
defire  to  hear  their  miniftry;  and  Thomas 
Dockwra,  a  friend  from  England,  having  about 
this  time  appointed  a  meeting  at  Carrickfergus, 
John  went  thither,  and  was  fo  effectually  reach¬ 
ed  by  his  miniftry,  and  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  his  dodtrine,  that  from  this  time  he  joined  this 
fociety,  and  continued  fteadfaft  in  community 
with  them,  through  manv  fevere  trials. 

S  ZJ  J  * 

For  he,  who  had  been  a  favourite  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  till  now,  upon  his  attaching  himfelf  to  this 
defpiled  people,  found  great  alteration  in  their 

conduct 
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conduft  toward  him,  efpecially  in  that  of  his  c  h  a  p. 
father,  who  fird  endeavoured  by  perfuafion  and  Ix- 
flattering  promifes  to  bring  him  off  from  them ; 
but  he  who  had  chofen  the  profeffion  of  truth, 
as  it  appeared  to  him,  upon  the  belt  motives 
and  cleared  conviftion,  durfl  not  aft  contrary 
to  the  conviftion  of  his  confcience,  on  any 
worldly  confideration.  His  father  exafperated  by 
his  declining  to  comply  with  his  defire,  had  re- 
courfe  to  rougher  means,  and  treated  him  with 
great  feverity,  keeping  him  a  prifoner  in  his 
houfe,  above  half  a  year,  in  the  years  1683, 
and  1684,  during  which  confinement,  at  a  cer¬ 
tain  time  meeting  him  with  his  hat  on,  he  beat 
him  grievoufly  on  the  head  with  his  cane,  to 
that  degree,  that  he  fell  into  a  fever  upon  it ; 
nor  did  he  ever  entirely  get  the  better  of  the  in¬ 
jury  received  thereby.  His  mother,  wTho  had 
been  his  conflant  friend  ahd  proteftrefs  under 
all  his  hardfhips,  died  while  he  wras  yet  young. 

His  father  would  not  admit  him  into  his  prefence , 
and  now  having  none  in  the  family  to  compaf 
fionate  his  cafe,  or  give  him  the  lead  counte¬ 
nance,  and  feeing  no  likelihood  of  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  he  thought  it  bed  to  leave  his  father’s 
houfe,  wrhere  his  prefence  was  difagreeable,  and 
went  to  London,  w:here  he  learned  chymidry 
with  Charles  Marfhall,  and  made  a  further  pro- 
grefs  in  the  dudy  of  phyfic,  after  which  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Ireland,  and  praftifed  it  with  reputa¬ 
tion,  good  fuccefs  and  great  chridian  charity  to 
the  poor. 

His  father  remained  unreconciled  to  him  to 
the  lad,  and  by  his  will  difinherited  him,  leav¬ 
ing  his  edate  of  feveral  hundreds  per  annum,  to 
his  younger  fon,  and  cut  him  off  wdth  10/.  per 

annum. 
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annum,  during  life,  to  keep  him  (as  he  expre fl¬ 
ed  it)  from  itarving,  or  relying  on  thefe  feducing 
people.  This  pittance  was  but  indifferently 
paid  by  his  brother,  to  whofe  prodigality  the 
income  of  the  whole  was  inadequate,  whereby 
he  involved  the  edate;  but  hisfon,  being  a  bet¬ 
ter  ceconomift,  voluntarily  doubled  his  uncle’s 
annuity,  and  paid  it  punctually. 

His  integrity,  his  confident  and  circumfpect 
converfation  gained  him  much  refpect  and  af- 
feClion  amongtl  his  friends,  by  fome  of  whom  he 
was  urged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  law  for  the 
recovery  of  the  family  edate,  as  his  birthright, 
and  abidance  offered  him  for  that  purpoie. 
Whereupon  he  commenced  proceedings  at  law  ; 
but  not  feeling  that  inward  peace  with  Cbrid, 
which  he  preferred  to  all  worldly  poffeffions,  in 
this  fird  dep  of  litigation,  he  put  a  dop  to  all 
further  proceedings,  and  rather  chofe  to  confide 
in  God  without  it. 

He  retained  his  integrity  to  the  lad  period  of 
a  long  life,  in  faithfulhefs  toward  God,  and  a 
blamelefs  converfation  among  men.  Having 
given  up  all  that  the  world  reckons  valuable,  to 
yield  obedience  to  the  difcoveries  of  Chrid  in  his 
own  confcience ;  he  was  favoured  in  return 
with  what  all  the  world  cannot  purchafe,  folid 
peace  of  mind,  and  the  internal  tedimony  of  an 
approving  confcience,  under  the  poffeffion 
whereof,  he  little  regarded  how  little  noife  the 
world  made  about  him,  being  a  man  who  de¬ 
clined  popularity,  and  was  more  in  fubdance 
than  appearance.  Bonus  e[fe  maluit  quam  haberi. 
He  aimed  not  fo  much  to  appear  a  good  man, 
as  to  be  one.  At  the  age  of  Bo  he  terminated 
a  well  fpent  life,  and  his  lad  moments  exhibit¬ 
ed 
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ed  an  affe&ing  inftance  of  that  ferenity,  thank- 
fulnefs  and  joy,  wherewith  the  true  chriltian 
takes  his  final  leave  of  this  world,  in  full  alfur- 
ance  of  going  to  live  for  ever  in  a  better. 

This  year,  John  Alhton  of  Eillconinmore,  in 
the  county  of  Tipperaxy,  died  in  the  Both  year 
of  his  age ;  a  man,  who,  though  not  eminent  for 
great  and  fhining  parts,  was  a  bright  and  ffiin- 
ing  light  in  the  country  where  he  refided;  of 
great  humility  and  fervour  of  fpirit,  for  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  piety;  much  beloved  and  efteemed  by 
his  neighbours  and  friends. 

He  was  born  in  Chefhire,  and  brought  to  Ire¬ 
land  when  a  child  by  his  parents,  who  educated 
him  according  to  the  way  of  the  church  of 
England,  of  which  he  continued  a  member  ’till 
near  the  40th  year  of  his  2ge.  Being  delirous 
of  farther  difcoveries  of  the  knowledge  of  God 
and  way  of  falvation,  he  with  his  wife  went  to 
a  meeting  of  friends  at  Birr,  when  both  of  them 
were  convinced  by  the  powerful  and  efficacious 
miniftry  of  Thomas  Wilfon;  and  wrere  obedient 
to  the  manifellation  of  truth  in  their  hearts. 
Coming  out  of  the  meeting  they  faid  to  each 
other,  “  The  w'ay  of  everlafting  happinefs  has 
“  been  clearly  laid  down  before  us,  and  w  e  are 
“  refolved  to  walk  in  it,  come  life  or  come 
“  death.” 

Hot  long  after  he  was  thrown  into  prifoD,  for 
his  chrillian  tellimony  againft  tithes,  where  he 
was  kept  fix  months,  which  he  bore  with  exem¬ 
plary  patience  and  reftgnation  ;  and  being  al¬ 
ways  ufed  to  indullry  and  an  enemy  to  idlenefs, 
he  learned  to  make  gartering  and  laces,  for  his 
fupport  during  his  imprifonment. 
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chap.  When  at  liberty  he  and  his  wife  conftantly 
‘x-  attended  the  meeting  at  Birr  twice  a  week,  ge- 
'  nerally  walking  thither  on  foot,  about  feven 
miles  of  a  very  bad  road,  having  a  river  to  wade 
through  both  going  and  returning.  In  winter 
in  eroding  this  river,  they  fometimes  had  the 
ice  to  break,  and  John  frequently  wept  to  fee 
the  blood  on  his  wife’s  legs  in  coming  through 
it. 

This  good  man  took  great  pains  to  get  tra¬ 
velling  friends  to  appoint  meetings  at  his  boufe  ; 
and  then  would  ride  feveral  miles,  often  in  the 
night  in  winter  weather,  to  acquaint  people 
of  it ;  which  labour  of  his  was  bleffed,  many 
coming  to  the  meetings,  and  feveral  being  con¬ 
vinced  thereat.  In  a  little  time  a  meeting  was 
fettled  there,  which  foon  grew  larger  than  that 
of  Birr,  out  of  which  it  fprung. 

At  the  time  of  his  joining  this  fociety,  he  was 
but  low  in  his  worldly  circumftances ;  but 
through  induftry  and  the  blefling  of  heavenhe 
grew  rich,  and  did  abundance  of  good,  being 
llngularly  hofpitable  and  charitable,  ready  to 
diftribute,  willing  to  communicate. 

About  the  6id  year  of  his  age,  his  mouth  was 
opened  in  a  public  teftimony  for  truth,  in 
which  he  faithfully  laboured  for  the  ftirring  up 
the  pure  mind,  and  encouraging  that  which  was 
good  in  all ;  and  was  zealoufly  concerned 
again  ft  vanity  and  pride. 

3  In  the  year  1733,  went  t0  the  yearty 
meeting  at  London,  and  from  thence  paid  a  re¬ 
ligious  vifit  to  feveral  meetings  in  different 
counties  in  England,  as  alfo  to  the  meetings  of 
friends  in  Scotland. 

He 
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He  was  helpful  and  ferviceable  in  vifiting  the  chap. 
families,  throughout  the  extenfive  monthly  meet-  1X- 
ing  of  which  he  was  a  member  ;  his  heart  and 
houfe  were  always  open  to  receive  friends;  he  ,741" 
was  a  mourner  with  the  afflidted,  and  full  of 
compaffion  to  the  poor,  by  whom  his  death  was 
greatly  lamented. 

This  year,  died  George  Rooke  of  Dublin.  He  ,742. 
wasthefonof  Ehomas  Rooke  of  Boulton,  in  Cum-  Account  of 
berland.  He  had  been  educated  in  the  church  of  R^ke 
England,  but  about  the  20th  year  of  his  age,  being 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  dodlrine  preached 
by  John  Greaves,  a  minifter  among  the  people 
called  Quakers,  he  joined  himfelf  in  fociety 
with  them.  About  the  25th  year  of  his  age, 
his  mouth  was  opened  in  public  teftimony;  and 
he  became  engaged  to  travel  abroad  in  the  work 
of  the  miniflry,  zealoufly  and  cheerfully  devot¬ 
ing  his  ftrength  and  youthful  days,  to  the  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  gofpel,  and  promotion  of  truth 
and  righteoufnel's  in  the  earth.  In  the  year 
1679,  he  travelled  on  foot  to  Scotland  on  this 
account,  accompanied  by  Peter  Fearcn.  In  the. 
year  1681,  he  vifited  friends  in  all  their  meet¬ 
ings  in  Scotland  a  fecond  time,  and  the  lame 
year  came  to  Ireland,  and  vilited  moft  of  the 
meetings  of  friends  through  the  nation,  as  he 
did  alio  in  the  year  1684.  Some  time  after  his 
return,  vifiting  friends  in  Weftmorland  and 
Durham,  he  had  a  meeting  at  Stockton,  where  the 
mayor  of  the  town  lent  one  of  his  officers  to  bring 
George  before  him,  and  when  he  came  tender¬ 
ed  him  the  oathsol  allegiance  and  fupremacy:  but 
becaufe  George  for  confcie nee- lake  refufed  to 
iwear,  the  mayor  would  have  had  him  enter  in¬ 
to  bonds  for  lus  good  behaviour,  and  to  appear 
at  the  next  Quarter  Seffions.  George  told  him 
Vol.  IV.  F  f  “  he 
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“  he  was  already  bound  to  good  behaviour. 
The  mayor  afkiug  him  whether  he  had  been  be¬ 
fore  a  juftice  of  peace,  he  anfwered,  “No, 
“  but  I  am  bound  by  my  principle  to  be- 
“  have  myfelf  towards  the  king  and  all  his 
“  fubjefts,  as  becomes  a  chriftiau.”  But  as 
George  perfided  to  refufe  to  enter  into  bonds, 
the  mayor  committed  him  to  Durham  jail,  where 
he  continued  till  the  Seflions,  when  he  was 
again  committed  and  kept  prifoner  about  a  month 
longer,  becaufe  for  conftience-fake  he  could  not 
fwear. 

In  the  year  16S5,  he  vifited  friends  of  Ireland 
a  third  time,  and  again  in  1686,  wrhen  he  mar¬ 
ried  and  fettled  in  Limerick.  He  continued  to 
travel  abroad  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift ;  and 
indeed  his  mini  dry  appears  to  have  been  clear 
and  convincing,  even  among  ftrangers,  of  which 
an  inftance  occurred  in  his  travels  through 
Wales,  at  a  meeting  at  Haverfordweft,  one  of  his 
hearers,  who  had  a  right  of  the  prefentation  of  a 
parifh,  was  fo  far  affe£fed  by  his  preaching  as  to 
make  him  an  offer  of  it :  but  he  was  not  one  of 
thofe  miniflers,  who  feek  for  reward  or  fupport 

from  men.  . 

He  continued  to  refide  in  Limerick,  in  the 
years  1689  and  1690?  m  the  troublefome  times 
of  the  wars  between  king  W  illiam  and  king 
James,  and  during  the  firft  fiege;  but  before  the 
fecond  liege,  while  James  s  army  had  poi- 
feffion  of  the  city,  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Cumberland ,  but  notwith handing  thefe  trou^ 
bles,  he  dill  continued  laborious  and  fervent  in 
fpirit,  in  vifiting  the  meetings  of  friends,  and  in 
the  year  1 692,  again  vifited  the  brethren  in  Scot¬ 
land. 


In 
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In  the  year  1 693,  he  returned  to  Ireland,  and  chap. 
lettled  in  Dublin,  where  he  continued  to  refide  lx* 
the  remaining  part  of  his  life,  during  which  \-7l  ' 
time,  he  frequently  vifited  friends  of  the  three  pro-  ' 4  ’ 
vinees;  and  fometimes  thofe  in  England  and 
\\  ales,  and  was  frequently  at  the  yearly  meet¬ 
ing  of  Loudon. 

He  was  a  very  diligent  attender  of  meet¬ 
ings  of  worfhip  and  difcipline,  until  difabled  by 
infirmity  of  body.  He  was  a  man  of  good  un- 
derftanding,  though  but  little  lchool  learning ; 
of  a  fvveet  temper:  in  converfation  pleafant  and 
affable;  an  affectionate  hufband  and  father;  a 
tender  and  fymparbifing  vifiter  of  the  fick  :  ’he 
wras  a  diligent  and  faithful  minifter,  and  his  la¬ 
bours  were  often  crowned  with  fuccefs,  to  the 
convincement  of  feveral,  and  the  edification 
and  eftablifhment  of  others.  In  the  exercife  of 
his  gift  he  was  clear, folid  and  lively,  even  toex- 
treme  old  age ;  in  prayer  living,  reverent, 
weighty  and  coucife:  in  his  deportment  meek 
and  humble,  not  elevated  by  his  gifts  and  good 
fer vices;  far  from  being  deiirous  of  exercifing 
lordfhip  over  God’s  heritage,  frequently  declar¬ 
ing,  that  he  did  not  judge  minifters  to  be  of  an 
order  above  other  men,  and  that  he  and  all 
others  in  the  miniftry  ought  willingly  to  refer 
their  dodrine  to  the  divine  witnefs  in  the  con- 
fciences  of  the  hearers.  He  wras  a  diligent  read- 
cr  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  in  his  preaching  a 
faithful  quotcr  of  them:  he  retained  his  inte- 
grity,as  well  as  underflanding  and  memory  to 
hi->  end,  and  departed  this  life  in  the  91ft  year 
of  his  age,  and  about  the  67th  of  his  mi- 
mftry. 


F  f  2 
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chap.  This  year,  there  being  apprehenfions  of  an 
1X-  intended  invafion  of  England  from  France, 
l?44  friends  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the  king  fignify- 
ing  their  fidelity  and  good  affection  to  his  perfon 
and  government,  which  was  as  follows. 

To  George  II.  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Dominions  thereunto  belonging. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  his  Proteftant  fubjectSj 
the  People  called  (Quakers,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland, 

*  We  thy  dutiful  and  peaceable  fubjefts,  with 
e  hearts  truly  fenfible  of  the  many  bleffings  and 

*  privileges  we  enjoy  under  thy  paternal  care 
e  and  protection,  beg  leave  at  this  critical  con- 
£  jundlure  (when  thy  dominions  are  threatened 
£  with  an  invafion  in  favour  of  a  popifh  preten- 
e  der)  to  exprefs  our  fincere  and  hearty  abhor- 
c  rence  of  all  plots  and  eonfpiracies  againft  thy 
£  perfon  and  government. 

£  Duty,  gratitude  and  intereft  unite  to  engage 
c  us  in  a  firm  attachment  to  thy  royal  perfon, 

*  and  the  proteftant  fuccefifion  in  thy  illuftrious 
£  houfe ;  and  we  are  determined,  by  divine  af- 
£  fiftance,  to  continue  unfhaken  in  thefe  fenti- 
£  ments,  and  conformable  to  our  known  princi- 
£  pies  to  do  the  utmoft  in  our  power  for  promot- 
£  ing  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  nation. 

£  The  kind  indulgence  granted  us  by  the  le- 

*  giflature  in  our  religious  fcruples,  the  free  ac- 
c  cefs  we  have  had  to  the  feveral  chief  governors 
£  of  this  kingdom  fince  thy  aceeflion  to  the 

*  throne,  and  the  readinefs  fhewn  for  our  re- 
£  lief,  whereof  we  retain  the  moft  grateful  and 

‘  lively 


437 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ  AKERS. 

lively  fenfe,  lay  us  under  additional  obligati-  chap. 
£  ons  of  duty  and  fidelity.  IX- 

‘  May  the  fame  divine  providence,  that  de- 

*  feated  the  attempts  of  the  enemies  of  our  con- 
‘  ffitution  in  the  rebellion  againft  thy  royal  fa- 
c  ther,  and  which  had  lately  protected  thee  in 

*  imminent  danger,  preferve  thee  and  thy  royal 

*  family  from  the  wicked  defigns  of  all  your  ene- 
f  mies,  whether  foreign  or  domeflic.  May  the  Al- 
£  mighty  guide  thy  councils  by  his  wifdom,  and 
‘  render  them  eflfettual  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
1  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  grant  thee  a  long  and 
£  profperoift  reign  over  us.  May  the  Britifh 
‘  throne  be  always  filled  with  one  of  thy  royal  ofF- 
£  fpring,  to  tranfmit  the  bleffings  we  enjoy  to 
£  future  ages.’ 

Signed  in  Dublin,  in  behalf  of  the  faid  peo¬ 
ple,  the  31ft  of  the  firft  month,  called  March, 

1744- 

The  a£t  of  parliament  for  granting  friends 
an  affirmation  in  all,  except  criminal  cafes, 
and  for  qualifying  for  places  under  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  ferving  on  juries,  which  was 
paTed  in  the  year  1736,  was  only  temporary, 
and  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the  enfuing  felhon  of 
parliament,  the  prefent  time  was  thought  con¬ 
venient  to  make  early  application  for  a  renew¬ 
al  of  the  faid  adf,  without  limitation  of  time,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  friends  elfew  here  enjoy  it. 
Wherefore  the  friends  who  attended  the  laft 
yearly  meeting  at  London  did  there  wait  on  the  Affirmui. 
earl  of  Chefterfield,  the  lord  lieutenant,  requelf-  ,c' 
ing  his  advice  and  friendlhip  in  our  intended  I'C"t  ‘ 
felicitation,  which  he  with  great  cheerfulnefs 

granted 
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chap,  granted  them,  and  on  his  arrival  here  encou- 
,  1X~  raged  friends  to  petition  the  Houfe  of  Corn- 

1746.  mons,  this  feffion,  for  fuch  an  act  as  aforefaid, 
which  they  accordingly  did  with  good  fuccefs, 
for  it  palled  both  houles,  ncrrane  ccmtradicente , 

*  and  obtained  the  royal  alfent.* 

1747-  This  year  died  Mungo  Bewley,  fon  of  Tho- 
Mungo^ °f  mas  an<^  Margaret  Bewley,  of  Woodhall  in  Cum- 
Bewiey.  berland,  from  whence  he  came  over  to  this 
kingdom,  and  fettled  at  Edenderry  in  the  King’s 
County.  He  was  favoured  in  his  youth  with  a 
tender  vilitation  of  the  love  of  God,  and  niani- 
fefted  early  a  fervent  zeal  for  divine  worlhip 
in  the  following  inftance:  among  his  papers 
was  found  one  w-hich  he  wTrote  during  the  time 
of  his  apprenticelhip,  requelting  of  his  mailer 
either  to  have  his  work  previoully  allotted  to 
him,  in  order  that  he  might  make  preparation 
againft  the  time  of  the  week-day  meeting,  or 
that  he  might  be  allowed  when  his  apprentice- 
fhip  expired  to  pay  for  fo  much  time  as  he 
Ihould  have  fpent  at  meetings :  and  he  grew  and 
profpered  in  the  laving  knowledge  of  the  truth 
accordingly,  and  not  long  after  his  coming  over 
to  Ireland,  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  was  com¬ 
mitted  unto  him,  whereof  he  became  an  emi¬ 
nent  miniller,  freely  devoting  himfelf  to  fpend 
and  be  fpent  for  the  promotion  of  piety  in  the 
earth,  being  diligent  in  the  exereife  of  his  gift 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  having  vilited  friends 
in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel  in  England,  Scotland, 
Wales,  Holland  and  America. 

He  adorned  his  miniftry  by  a  grave  and  folid 
behaviour;  he  was  alfo  a  man  of  good  under- 

handing,  * 


*  For  the  words  of  the  Affirmation,  fee  page  260  this  vol. 
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ftanding,  zealous  in  chriftian  difcipline,  and  fer-  chap. 
viceable  in  vifningthe  families  of  friends  ;  a  man  IX‘  , 
of  integrity  and  firmnefs,  induftrious  in  bufiuefs,  1747. 
upright  iii  his  dealings,  and  careful  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  education  of  his  children ;  cheerful  and 
edifying  in  converfation,  compaflionate  and  li¬ 
beral  to  the  afflicled;  a  nurfmg  father  to  young 
travellers  in  the  way  to  Zion,  yet  not  hafty  to 
lay  hands  fuddenly  on  fuch  as  were  more  in 
fhewr  than  fubftance,  being  of  a  difcerning  fpirit ; 
and  notwit h ftanding  thefe  good  qualifications,  he 
was  very  humble-minded  with  relpe&  to  him- 
felf. 

He  continued  lively  in  the  exercife  of  his 
gift  to  the  la  ft,  finishing  his  chriftian  couife  in 
the  70th  year  of  his  age,  and  about  the  40th 
of  his  miniftry. 

In  the  year  1757,  the  fociety  in-general  and  1 757- 

friends  of  Ireland  in  particular  met  with  a  con-  Ma°y  m°f 
fiderable  lofs  in  the  fudden  removal  of  a  very  Pciflcy. 
eminent  minifter  of  the  female  fex,  Mary  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Neale,  formerly  Mary  Peifley. 

She  was  born  the  19th  of  9th  month,  1717, 
near  Mountrath  in  the  Queen’s  Comity,  of 
parents  w*ho  wrere  members  of  this  religious 
fociety. 

In  her  early  days  Ihe  was  a  lover  of  gaiety 
and  vanity;  but  being  favoured  with  the  vifi- 
tation  of  divine  love,  fhe  gave  up  to  the  hea¬ 
venly  vifion,  and  w^as  enabled  to  take  up  the 
crols  to  her  natural  propenfities,  and  finally  to 
obtain  the  vifiory  over  the  temptations  under 
which  youth  are  too  apt  to  fall,  the  vanity  and 
pride  of  life. 

From  the  time  of  this  effefhial  vifitation  of 
Chrift  to  her  foul,  few'  adhered  with  more  fteadi- 
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c  h  a  p.nefs  to  his  guidance,  nor  endured  a  variety  of 
L  IX‘  probations  with  more  patient  refignation.  flav¬ 
in.  ing  received  a  gift  in  the  miniftry,  fhe  became 
a  vefTel  of  honour  in  the  mafter’s  houfe;  and 
being  reverently,  watchfully  and  livelily  exer- 
ciied  therein,  fhe  became  a  fhining  ornament  in 
the  church,  and  an  ufeful  member  of  the  fociety 
where  her  lot  was  call.  Yet  through  religious 
fear,  fhe  was  particularly  careful  of  appearing 
too  forward;  fo  that  her  offerings  were  like 
fruit  iu  its  feafon,  to  the  honour  of  the  Lord  and 
to  the  edification  of  his  church.  She  was  a  di¬ 
ligent  labourer  in  fpirit  for  the  fubjedtion  of  felf, 
and  the  prevalence  of  divine  life;  and  as  fhe 
was  very  careful  to  rife  up  in  that  life,  fo  was 
fhe  like  wife  to  fit  down  in  it.  Her  reverent  fo- 
lidity  and  patient  waiting  upon  the  Lord  in 
meetings  w$re  very  exemplary,  flriking  the  be¬ 
holders  with  awful  folemnity. 

The  equable  tenor  of  her  fpirit  and  uniformi¬ 
ty  of  her  conduct  in  the  common  occurrences  of 
life  wrere  truly  edifying  to  thofe  who  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  her;  her  deportment  being 
weighty,  and  her  words  few  but  fitly  fpoken, 
evidencing  that  her  converfation  was  in  hea¬ 
ven,  and  tending  to  draw  the  minds  of  others 
thitherward.  She  was  often  drawn  foith  in  the 
pure  love  of  God,  to  adminifter  a  word  in  due 
feafon  in  the  families  of  friends,  particularly  to 
the  youth.  In  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  her 
fervices  were  great ;  fo  that,  though  young  in 
the  miniftry,  fhe  flood  in  the  authority  of  truth 
as  an  elder,  and  as  a  pillar  in  the  Lord’s  houfe, 
bearing  the  wTeight  of  oppofirion  from  perverfe 
fpirits,  without  giving  way;  the  divine  power 
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being  her  fhield,  and  the  munition  of  rocks  the  chap. 
habitation  of  her  foul.  ix. 

Under  a  lively  concern  for  the  welfare  and' 
honour  of  every  part  of  the  fociety,  lhe  was  at  *757’ 
times  qualified  to  impart  luitable  counlel  to  her 
brethren  and  filters  engaged  in  the  miniitry  and 
difcipline,  “  That  they  might  have  a  fingle  eye 
“  to  the  glory  of  God,  to  prefer  his  fervice  be- 
“  fore  their  own,  and  to  get  their  days  work 
“  well  done  in  the  day-time.”  She  ireely  gave 
herfelf  up  to  fpend  and  be  fpent,  and  to  pafs 
through  various  perils  by  fea  and  land.  She 
twice  vifited  the  meetings  of  friends  throughout 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland;  once  thofe  through 
England ;  and  once  vifited  friends  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America ;  much  to  the  fatisfadtion  of 
the  vifited  in  thofe  parts,  as  appears  from  the  ac¬ 
counts  received  concerning  her  fervices. 

Soon  after  her  return  from  America,  our 
dear  friend  Samuel  Neale  and  lhe  laid  their  in¬ 
tentions  of  marriage  before  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  of  Mountmelick,  to  which  fhe  belonged ; 
after  which  lhe  found  a  concern  on  her  mind 
to  join  in  a  vifit  to  the  families  of  friends 
throughout  that  extenfive  monthly  meeting. 

After  lhe  had  performed  this  fervice,  fhe  re¬ 
turned  home;  and  on  the  17th  day  of  3d 
month  1757,  on  a  fifth  day  of  the  week,  fhe  was 
married  to  our  aforefaid  friend  in  the  meeting 
of  Mountrath.  Samuel  appeared  in  a  very 
lively  tefiimony  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting, 
and  at  the  couclufion  in  fervent  fupplication. 

1  he  evening  before  the  day  of  their  marriage,  in 
a  religious  fitting  at  her  mother’s  houfe,  Samu¬ 
el  was  concerned  to  fpeak  of  the  benefit  of  lay¬ 
ing  hold  of  every  opportunity  of  renewing  our 
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chap,  ftrength,  as  the  only  way  to  lay  up  treafure 
IX  againft  the  day  of  trouble  and  difappointments 
,-57  incident  to  this  uncertain  ftage.  On  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  marriage-day,  in  a  like  opportunity, 
Mary  was  led  to  defcribe  how  the  Almighty 
formed  the  great  works  of  creation  in  fix  days, 
which  having  finifhed,  he  appointed  a  fabbath- 
day  of  reft;  and  that  there  were  prefent,  who 
would  in  a  fhort  time  ceafe  from  their  labours, 
and  enjoy  the  fabbath  of  reft.  Thus  remark¬ 
ably  did  they  fpeak  to  their  own  particular 
ftates. 

On  the  night,  of  feventh  day  the  19th  of 
the  month,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  violent  pain  in 
her  ftomach;  notwithftanding  which  fhe  lay 
quiet  and  ftill  in  a  retired  awful  frame  of  mind, 
which  clearly  manifefted  her  triumph  over  death 
hell  and  the  grave.  About  half  an  hour  before 
her  departure,  her  pain  being  -taken  away,  fhe 
faid,  “  I  praife  thy  name,  O  my  God,  for  this 
“  favour;”  after  which  fhe  breathed  fhorter 
and  fhorter,  and  quietly  departed  without  figh 
or  groan,  like  one  falling  into  a  fweet  fleep, 
doubtlefs  to  enjoy  that  fabbath  of  reft,  for  which 
fhe  fo  ardently  longed. 

On  fifth  day,  the  24th  of  the  month,  her 
corps  was  taken  to  the  meeting-houfe  in  Mount- 
rath,  where  a  large  concourfe  attended,  many 
of  whom  had  been  prefent  at  her  marriage  on 
that  day  week.  A  folemn  meeting  was  held  on 
the  occafion ;  many  teftimonies  were  borne  in  a 
lively  manner,  to  the  circumfpedl  life,  holy  zeal, 
undaunted  courage  and  faithful  fervices  of  this 
eminent  inftrument  in  the  Lord’s  hand,  to  pub- 
lifh  his  truth  amongft  the  nations.  At  the  conclu- 
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Eon,  her  late  dear  companion  kneeled  down  bye  hap, 
the  coffin  that  contained  the  remains  of  his  1X- 
moft  beloved  earthly  treafure,  and  prayed  to^^T*^ 
God  the  Father  in  the  demonftration  of  the 
fpirit  and  baptizing  power  of  the  Son.  At  the 
grave  he  likewife  bore  a  lively  teftimony  to  the 
people,  another  friend  concluded  the  opportu¬ 
nity  in  prayer,  when  the  body  was  committed 
to  its  original  duft;  the  fpirit  having  returned 
to  God  who  gave  it,  to  enjoy  the  reward  of  her 
well-fpent  life  in  the  regions  of  eternal  glory. 

She  died  at  the  age  of  39  years,  having  been 
a  minifter  about  14  years.* 

*  The  account  of  this  valuable  woman  would 
doubtlefs  have  been  much  more  fully  given,  had  not  my 
father  been  fuddenly  called  from  works  to  rewards. 

From  the  knowledge  I  had  of  my  father’s  very  great 
refped  for  her  memory,  I  wifhed  it  to  have  been 
given  very  fully,  I  therefore  applied  to  our  dear 
friend  Samuel  Neale,  for  materials  to  fupply  the  de- 
feds  in  the  printed  teftimony,  which  he  intended 
fending  to  me,  when  he  likewife  received  a  fummons 
to  enter  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord ;  whom  he  had  for 
a  long  courfe  of  years  ferved  with  fidelity ;  he  died 
the  27th  of  2d  month,  1792. 


John  Gough,  junior. 
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CHAP.  X. 

WEST  INDIES. 


i Sotne  Convincemeni  in  the  Jfl&nd  of  Tortola. — Tho¬ 
mas  Chalkley  ojiftts  the  ljland  and  dies  there. — 
The  next  Tear  John  CadwaJlader  and  John  Ef- 
taugh  vijit  it  and  die  there. — Account  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Chidkley. — Account  of  John  Eflaugh  and 
John  Cad-juallader . 


chap.!^  the  early  times  of  this  fociety,  the  ifiands 
x.  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  vilited  by  fome  of  their 
' - firft  minifters,  whofe  love  to  mankind,  and  de¬ 

fire  to  promote  their  greateft  interefts,  even  thofe 
of  immortality,  and  everlafting  life,  were  ftrong 
enough  to  draw  them  through  perils  by  fea,  and 
perils  by  land,  to  publifti  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Cbrift,  as  the  true  light  that  enlighteneth  every 
man  that  cometh  into  the  world,  whereby  feve- 
ral  were  convinced  of  the  truth  of  their  doc¬ 
trine,  and  convened  to  righteouihefs,  in  Barba- 
does,  Jamaica,  Antigua,  &c.  many  of  thefe  con¬ 
tinued  fteadfaft  in  their  principles,  and  in  an 
humble,  felf-denying  life,  ’till  their  death.  But 
profanity  and  diilipation  of  manners,  having  too 
much  the  afcendency  over  the  generality  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ifiands,  the  difcipline  of  the 
crofs  of  Chrift  preached  up  and  walked  in  by 
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the  faithful  minifters  and  members  amongft  the  chap. 
people  called  Quakers,  was  too  rigid  or  too  con-  x- 
temptible  for  the  people  in  general,  and  fome  ”  ’ 

of  the  defcendants  of  friends  in  particular  to  fub- 
mitto;  and  fome  families  of  this  fociety  hav¬ 
ing  removed  to  England,  their  number  is  fo 
greatly  decreafed,  that  few,  if  any  of  this  pro- 
feffion,  are  now  refident  in  thefe  iflands,  and  the 
vifits  thereto  have  become  lefs  frequent  of  later 
years  than  formerly. 

Yet  about  the  year  1 740,  account  was  receiv-  1740. 
ed  of  a  convincement  in  fome  of  the  Virgin  Some  Con* 

•nj  -li  1  •  n  i  ®  vincement 

lllands,  particularly  the  lfland  of  Tortola,  inTortola. 
which  by  the  following  paragraph  of  the  year¬ 
ly  epiille  of  that  year,  appears  to  have  been  the 
effedl  rather  of  internal  conviction,  than  of  in- 
ftrumental  or  minifterial  labour,  viz.  “  It  hath 
“  pleafed  the  Lord  by  the  infhinings  of  the  di- 
“  vine  light,  to  vifit  the  inhabitants  of  fome 
“  illands,  where  no  fettled  meetings  of  friends 
“  have  formerly  been,  to  the  bowing  and  ten- 
“  dering  of  fome  of  their  hearts,  as  in  the  firft 
“  breaking  forth,  and  morning  of  our  dav; 

“  and  to  incline  them  to  affemble  together,  and 
“  filently  wait  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  upon  the 
“  Lord,  their  Redeemer,  the  unerring  teacher, 

“  who  teacheth  bis  people  to  profit,  and  lead- 
“  eth  them  by  the  way  that  they  fhould  go.” 

Amongft  others,  who  were  here  convinced  of 
the  inward  principle  of  light  and  grace,  and  fub- 
mitted  to  profefs  themfclves  of,  and  to  pafs  un¬ 
der  the  contemptible  denomination  of  Quakers, 
was  John  Pickering,  governor  of  the  ifland,  who 
continued  a  faithful  member  of  this  community 
to  his  death;  and  after  his  deceafe  his  family 
removed  to  England. 
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chap.  The  report  of  this  convincement  reaching  the 
x-  ears  of  friends  on  the  continent  of  America,  and 
in  Great  Britain,  the  minds  of  fome  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  gofpel  love  to  vifit  them,  confirm  and 
itrengthen  them  in  their  purfuit  after  true  reli¬ 
gion  and  righteoufnefs.  Thomas  Chalkley  from 
Philadelphia  was  the  firfl  who  went  on  this  gof¬ 
pel  errand,  in  the  year  1741 ;  and  was  the  next 
year  followed  by  John  Cadwallader  from  Abing¬ 
don,  and  John  Ellaugh  from  Haddonfield,  Pen- 
fylvania.  Thefe  friends  were  received  with 
gladnefs,  and  treated  with  affedlionate  kindnefs 
by  thofe  they  went  to  vifit,  amongft  whom  their 
minifterial  labours  were  very  confolatory, 
ftrengthening  and  edifying;  but  this  ifland  feem- 
ed  unfavourable  to  their  confiitutions  ;  they  all 
three  laid  down  their  lives  there  in  peace,  and  in 
the  bell;  fervice,  in  which  a  man  can  be  en¬ 
gaged. 

Thomas  Chalkley  wTas  born  in  the  borough  of 
Account  of  Southwark,  ofhonefi  and  religious  parents,  who 
Chalkley.  being  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  brought  him 
up  in  the  fame  fociety,  and  were  very  careful 
both  by  example  and  precept  to  train  him  up 
in  the  fobriety  becoming  his  profeflion.  This 
religious  care  in  his  education,  through  the  di¬ 
vine  bl effing  and  affiftance,  had  a  good  effedf, 
as  he  w as  very  early  tin&ured  with  a  ferious 
turn  of  thought  and  of  behaviour,  an  abhorrence 
of  profane  and  wficked  expreffions,  infomuch 
that  while  he  was  yet  a  child,  he  could  not  for¬ 
bear  to  reprove  fuch  boys  as  ufed  ill  language, 
and  took  the  facred  name  in  vain,  by  putting 
them  in  mind  of  the  third  commandment,  fome 
of  whom  would  receive  his  reproof  in  good  part, 
and  fome  with  contempt  and  derifion. 
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Yet  he  did  not  efcape  the  temptation  of  in-c  h  a  p. 
dulging  himfelf  at  times  in  playful  diverfions  and  x- 
levities  incident  to  youth,  by  the  world  reckon- 
ed  harmlefs;  but  (by  the  convictions  of  divine 
grace  manifefted  to  his  underftanding,)  tending 
to  divert  and  alienate  the  minds  of  youth  from 
the  due  remembrance  and  awful  regard  of  their 
Creator.  Awakened  by  thefe  convictions,  he 
was  reclaimed  from  fuch  practices  and  pleafures, 
as  he  found  were  afterwards  productive  of  pain¬ 
ful  fenfations  to  his  foul,  and  was  enabled  to  bear 
the  crofs  in  chriftian  patience  and  felf  denial  in 
his  youthful  days.  As  he  grew  up  to  a  ftate  of 
maturity,  and  engaged  in  bufinefs,  the  cares  of 
this  world  feemed  like  to  embarrafs  his  mind  too 
much,  and  interrupt  his  progrefs  in  religious 
experience,  whereby  he  loft  that  inward  evi¬ 
dence  of  peace  and  divine  approbation,  which 
through  obedience  to  conviction  he  had  before 
enjoyed.  This  occafioned  him  great  anxiety 
and  a  refolution  to  deny  himfelf  of  the  inordi¬ 
nate  purfuit  of  the  riches  and  honour  of  this 
world,  rather  than  lofe  the  favour  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty.  Being  fenfible  that  the  purfuit  of  ter- 
reftrial  acquifitions,  which  are  lawful  in  them- 
felves,  and  in  fome  meafure  neceflary,  may  be 
extended  to  an  unlawful  degree,  and  through 
want  of  watchfulnefs,  may  divert  the  mind  frcm 
the  fteady  following  after  the  things  that  con¬ 
duce  to  our  future  well-being;  he  was  favoured 
with  light  to  fee  the  danger,  and  ftrengthened  by 
divine  grace  to  avoid  it,  to  keep  under  the  flow¬ 
er  of  the  crofs,  which  mortified  his  affections  to 
the  world ;  and  in  a  ftate  of  humility,  and  in 
obedience  to  the  precept  of  Chrift,  to  feek  firji 
the  kingdom  of  God ,  and  his  righteoufnefs,  having 
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chap,  faith  in  his  promife,  that  all  things ,  necefiary  for 
x-  him,  Jhould  be  added. 

x  Being  thus  weaned  from  the  love  of  the 
world,  the  love  of  the  Father  influenced  his 
mind  with  greater  degrees  of  itrength,  opened 
his  understanding  with  clearer  perceptions  of  his 
will,  advanced  his  progrefs  in  the  work  offanc- 
tification,  and  favoured  him  wflth  abundant  con- 
folation  of  lpirit,  in  reward  of  his  fidelity ;  under 
the  feeling  whereof,  a  lively  concern  was  raifed 
in  his  mind  for  tne  good  of  mankind  in  general; 
that  they,  through  repentance  and  circumfpec- 
tion  of  life,  nngnt  be  made  partakers  of  the  like 
precious  favour  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he  appre¬ 
hended  it  his  duty  to  exhort  his  friends  and 
others  in  a  public  manner  to  repentance  and 
faithful  obedience  to  the  internal  convictions  of 
divine  grace.  He  appeared  as  a  minifter  among 
his  brethren  before  he  attained  the  age  of  21 
years,  and  his  labours  were  acceptable  to  them 
and  others,  through  the  fucceflive  ftages  of 
his  life. 

He.  foon  after  travelled  in  the  public  exer- 
cife  of  bis  gift,  through  many  parts  of  England, 
and  into  Scotland  in  the  year  1697.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  year  he  felt  an  engagement 
on  his  mind  to  pay  a  like  religious  vifit  to  his 
friends  on  the  American  continent ;  and  having 
propofed  his  profpedt  to  the  confideration  of 
friends  of  the  monthly  meeting  of  w'hich  he  was 
a  member,  and  obtained  their  approbation,  and 
certificate  of  their  concurrence  and  unity  with 
his  concern,  he  embarked  at  Gravefend  the  26th 
of  10th  month,  1697,  and  after  a  tempefluous 
voyage  landed  at  Patuxent  in  Maryland  the  ill 
of  2d  month  following.  He  fpent  near  twelve 

months 
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months  in  America,  in  which  time  he  vifited0 
the  meetings  of  his  friends  generally  in  the  fe-  ^ 
veral  provinces  from  Virginia  northward  to 
New'-England ;  where  his  miniilry  and  conver- 
fation  were  acknowledged  to  adminifter  comfort 
and  edihcatiou  to  his  faithful  brethren,  of  whom 
he  took  his  leave  in  near  fellowfhip  and  mutual 
alfe&ion,  and  landed  at  Plymouth  in  time  to 
reach  the  yearly  meeting  in  London  in  1699. 

Shortly  after  this,  he  entered  into  the  marri¬ 
ed  flare,  which  did  not  relax  his  diligence  in 
fulfilling  his  miniilry,  for  the  edification  of  the 
churches  at  home  and  abroad  ;  for  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fame  year,  he  vifited  the  counties  of  Sur¬ 
ry,  SufTex  and  Kent,  and  afterwards  palled  over 
to  Ireland  in  company  with  William  Townfend, 
and  vifited  the  meetings  of  his  friends  of  that 
nation  in  a  general  way,  amongll  whom  their 
fervice  was  accceptable  and  fatisfa&ory. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  Ireland,  he  remov¬ 
ed  with  his  wife  to  America  and  fettled  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  in  which  city  and  the  vicinity  there¬ 
of,  he  fixed  his  domellic  refidence  for  life.  And 
here  alfo  he  divided  his  time  between  an  induf- 
trious  application  to  his  outw  ard  employment  for 
the  fupport  of  himlelf  and  his  family,  and  the 
faithful  dilcharge  of  his  fervice  in  the  miniftry, 
for  the  propagation  of  piety  and  virtue;  for 
which  pnrpofe  he  took  many  long  journeys  and 
voyages  through  the  feveral  Engliih  colonies  on 
the  American  continent,  and  moll  of  the  ifiands 
in  the  v\  etl  Indies;  and  in  Europe  through 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  Holland,  and  feveral 
parts  of  Germany  and  the  adjacent  northern 
kingdoms.  In  many  of  thefe  places  his  minif¬ 
try  and  religious  labours  were  blclled  with  fuc- 
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p.  eefs,  of  which  feveral  witneffes  furvived  him, 
who  were  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  which  he  preached,  became  ferviceable 
members  of  this  fociety,  and  continued  therein 
to  the  end  of  their  lives. 

But  the  proper  reward  of  virtue  is  not  abun¬ 
dance  of  goods  of  this  world,  but  the  prize  in 
profpedl  of  the  righteous  inan,  peace  here  aud 
everlafling  happiiiefs  hereafter.  It  plealeth  di¬ 
vine  wifdom,  whofe  ways  are  beyond  the  invef- 
tigation  of  human  underftanding,  to  perfect  the 
faith  and  exercife  the  patience  of  the  belt  men, 
by  fu fieri ng  them  to  feel  adverfity  in  common 
with  other  elaffes  of  mankind  :  as  to  the  contin¬ 
gencies  of  this  life  (in  the  wordsof  Solomon.) 
one  event  cometh  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 
This  good  man  in  his  temporal  affairs  met  with 
various  trying  cafualties,  Ioffes  and  difappoint- 
ments,  not  in  confequence  of  any  extravagance 
or  indolence  of  his,  being  frugal  without  covet- 
oufnefs,  and  indullrious  in  bufmefs  without  fuf- 
fering  an  anxious  care  for  temporals  fo  to  en- 
grofs  his  mind,  as  to  unfit  it  for,  or  prove  an 
obftruflion  to  his  religious  progrefs  or  his  reli¬ 
gious  duties.  Through  various  unfavourable 
and  unforefeen  events,  heavy  Ioffes  by  fea  and 
land,  by  fire  and  water,  he  was  much  reduced 
in  his  outward  circumflances;  yet  being  fup- 
ported  by  confcious  integrity,  he  did  not  fink 
under  misfortune,  but  as  the  moll  likely  means 
that  offered  for  retrieving  the  flate  of  his  affairs, 
he  betook  himfelf  to  a  lea-faring  life,  and  made 
feveral  voyages  to  Barbadces,  in  quality  of  fac-  , 
tor,  and  afterwards  as  mailer  of  a  veffel,  where¬ 
in  he  encountered  many  difficulties  and  dangers 
in  order  to  provide  for  his  family,  and  difeharge 
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his  pecuniary  engagements.  From  the  .yearc  hap. 
1727  to  1735,  he  frequently  crofted  the  leas  in  x* 
the  way  of  trade,  moftly  to  Barbadoes  and  “77^ 
other  Weft- Indian  illands ;  once  to  Dublin,  and  /  + 

laft  of  all  to  London,  where  he  fold  his  veffel 
and  fettled  his  affairs  to  fatisfadfion ;  joyful  that 
divine  providence  (who  feeing  the  integrity  of 
his  heart,  and  the  honefty  of  his  intention,  had 
lupported  him  through  all  his  difficulties,  and  in 
the  midlt  of  outward  troubles  had  often  reple- 
mffied  his  mind  with  inward  confolation)  had 
favoured  him  fo  far,  as  to  grant  him  to  fee  the 
end  of  his  labour  accomplifned ;  he  then  pur¬ 
posed  to  decline  trading  any  longer  by  lea,  in 
which  he  had  engaged  not  from  choice,"  but  ex¬ 
pediency  ;  not  to  accumulate  wealth  for  him- 
felf,  but  to  provide  things  honeft  in  the  fight  of 
all  men. 

A  heart  influenced  by  pure  religion,  duty  to 
God  and  love  to  mankind,  fteadfaftly  purfues  the 
fame  important  objedl  in  every  viciffitude  of 
life.  1  his  friend  in  his  fea-voyages  generally 
held  religious  meetings  with  the  paffengers  and 
mariners  on  the  firlt  days  of  the  week,  and  at 
convenient  leafons  on  other  days;  he  frequently 
exercifed  himlelf  in  reading  the  fcriptures  and 
other  religious  trails,  or  in  meditating  and  writ¬ 
ing  upon  religious  lubjeits  for  the  edification  of 
himlelf  or  others.  Many  pieces  which  he  wrote 
at  lea  are  convincing  proofs  that  religious  conli- 
derations  were  predominant  above  all  others  in 
his  mind. 

On  fhore  his  engagements  in  bufincfs  did  not 
abate  his  zeal  to  make  ufe  of  all  opportunities 
of  vifiting  the  meetings  of  friends  as  formerly, 
both  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  refidenee, 
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chap,  when  at  home ;  and  in  thofe  parts  whither  his 
x‘  bufinefs  drew  him. 
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After  he  had  fettled  his  affairs  and  was  dif- 
charged  of  the  heavy  load  of  care,  which  had 
long  oppreffed  him,  he  fpent  feveral  months  in 
England  exercifmg  his  miniflerial  labours  for  the 
la  It  time,  amongft  his  friends  about  London  and 
biorthuard.  Which  fervice  being  fmifhed,  and 
a  favourable  opportunity  occuring  for  returning 
home,  he  took,  his  departure  from  England  and 
landed  at  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1736. 

Although  he  had  now  pafTed  his  60th  year, 
and  was  at  times  afflicted  with  the  afthma,  he 
continued  his  religious  vifits  to  his  friends  in  \  a- 
rious  parts  of  the  American  continent  more  or 
lefs  every  fucceeciing  year  of  his  life ;  and  laft  of 
all  in  the  year  1741  he  embarked  for  Tortola 
Tm.  under  a  concern  to  preach  the  free  gofpel,  as 
tola.  way  might  be  opened,  to  the  newly  convinced 
inhabitants  of  that  ifland,  for  their  confirmation 
aDd  eftablifhment  infpiritual  religion,  as  the  way 
to  falvation. 

In  this  ifland  he  was  joyfully  received  and 
hofpitably  entertained  by  John  Pickering  and 
his  wife,  where  be  diligently  exercifed  himfelf 
in  the  faithful  performance  of  the  ferv  ice  which 
he  came  upon,  being  day  by  day  employed 
therein,  either  in  public  meetings  or  in  private 
tifits  to  the  families  of  the  inhabitants;  and 
thefe  vifits  generally  ended  in  a  religious  meet¬ 
ing,  the  people  being  fo  awakened  and  fo  defir- 
ous  of  being  iuftrubted  in  folid  religion  and  the 
way  of  peace  and  falvation,  that  he  could  fel- 
dom  pay  a  frieudly  vifit  but  the  rooms  would 
be  filled,  or  feldom  depart  without  a  feafon  of 
worfhip,  in  which  he  was  often  engaged  in  mi¬ 
ni  fir  v 
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niftry  amongft  them,  to  his  own  refrefnment  and  chap. 
the  benefit  of  the  audience.  x~ 

Having  thus  profitably  employed  his  time  ,~4l. 
for  about  feveuteen  days,  on  the  29th  of  8th 
month,  he  found  bimfelf  indifpofed,  yet  attend¬ 
ed  the  week  day  meeting  that  day,  and  alfo 
the  meeting  on  firft  day  following,  wherein  he 
concluded  his  laft  labour  in  the  words  of  the 
apoftle  Paul,  I  have  fought  a  good  fght,  I  have 
fnifhed  my  courfe  ;  1  have  kept  the  faith ; 

henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
right eoufnefs.  His  dilorder  proving  a  fever,  in 
three  days  terminated  his  labours  with  his  life, 
the  4th  of  9th  month,  1741,  in  the  66th  year  of 
his  age,  to  the  great  regret  of  his  friends  and 
others,  whofe  affe&ionate  efteem  and  refpedl  he 
had  in  a  peculiar  manner  engaged,  during  his 
fhort  Hay  amongft  them,  by  his  edifying  minif- 
try,  his  inftruCtive  and  exemplar}’-  deportment, 
and  his  univerfal  benevolence  and  tendernefs  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  of  every  rank  and 
profeflion. 

The  character  given  of  him  by  his  friends, 
amongft  whom  he  lived,  and  who  were  witnef- 
fes  of  his  general  demeanour,  is  this,  that  in  dif- 
appointments  and  afflictions,  of  which  he  had  a 
large  fhare,  his  patience  was  remarkable:  his 
meekncfs,  humility  and  circumfpe&iou  in  the 
general  courfe  of  his  life  and  converfation  were 
eonfpicuous  and  exemplary ;  gentle,  courteous 
and  loving  in  his  deportment,  not  only  to 
friends,  but  to  all  others,  with  whom  he  had 
converfation  or  dealing;  few  have  lived  fo 
univerfally  beloved  and  refpeCled  amongft  us. 

He  was  a  lover  of  unity  amongft  brethren,  and 
careful  to  promote  and  maintain  it;  yet  his 
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chap,  love  and  regard  to  peace,  did  not  divert  him 
,  x*  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  a  faithful  tef- 
1 7+l>  timony  to  thofe  that  profeffed  the  truth,  that 
they  ought  to  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works. 
•And  he  was  often  concerned  zealoully  to  incite 
and  prefs  friends  to  the  exercife  of  the  good  or¬ 
der  and  difcipline  eftablifhed  in  the  vifdom  of 
truth. 

!742-  John  Eftaugh,  was  born  in  Keldevon,  in  ElTex 
John °f in  Great  Britain,  anno  1676,  of  religious  pa- 
Etbugh.  rents.  As  he  advanced  towards  maturity,  he 
grew  uneafy  with  the  religious  profeffions  of 
both  his  parents,  they  being  of  different  per- 
fuafions,  and  being  religioufly  engaged  to  leek 
after  the  truth,  he  fell  in  with  the  Baptifts, 
whom  he  liked  fo  well,  as  to  incline  to  join  with 
them.  But  being  at  the  burial  of  a  neighbour, 
who  had  been  one  of  the  people  called  Quak¬ 
ers,  a  friend  was  led  to  fpeak  with  fuch  life 
and  power  direclly  to  his  Hate,  as  to  make  a 
deep  and  lafting  imprelfion  on  his  mind.  This 
put  him  upon  an  enquiry  into  the  principles  of 
friends,  of  the  truth  of  which  he  was  fo  fully 
convinced,  as  to  join  the  fociety  about  the 
feventeenth  year  of  his  age. 

He  came  forth  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry 
when  about  eighteen  years  old,  and  being  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  manifeftations  of  duty,  he  grew  in 
his  gift,  and  fcon  after  travelled  to  vilit  friends 
in  the  north  of  England  and  in  Scotland,  and  in 
the  year  1  700,  he  came  over  on  a  religious  vilit 
to  friends  in  America.  After  he  had  performed 
this  vilit  to  the  great  fatisfaction  of  friends,  he 
fettled  at  Haddonfield  in  the  county  of  Glou- 
cefter,  ISiew  Jerfey,  where  he  Icon  after  mar¬ 
ried: 
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After  he  fettled  in  America,  he  vifited  friends  c  h  a  p. 
in  England  and  Ireland ;  and  many  parts  of 
the  continent  of  America;  and  feveral  times  , 
paid  vifits  to  l'ome  of  the  Weft-Indian  Illands;* 
but  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  was  prevent¬ 
ed  by  indifpofition  from  much  travelling.  His 
good  mailer,  who  requires  no  impoffibilities,  fa¬ 
voured  him  with  eai’e  of  mind,  and  the  comforts 
of  domellic  peace  at  home,  during  this  his-  time 
of  bodily  infirmity.  His  wife  who  furvived  him 
teflifies  that  lhe  believes  few  if  any  ever  lived 
in  a  more  perfedl  harmony  than  they  did.  He  was 
a  pattern  of  moderation,  not  lifted  up  with  any 
enjoyments  nor  call  down  at  difappointments. 

He  was  a  man  humble  minded,  and  exemplary, 
folid  and  grave  in  his  deportment,  well  becom¬ 
ing  a  miniiter  of  Chrill,  zealous  for  preferring 
good  order  in  the  church,  and  maintaining  love 
and  unity,  that  badge  of  true  difciplefhip,  re¬ 
markably  careful  in  his  converfation  among 
men,  his  words  being  few  and  favoury. 

After  l'ome  years  of  indifpofition,  it  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  reltore  him  to  a  flate  of  health ;  and 
loon  after  he  had  a  concern  to  vifit  friends  at 
Tortola.  This  brought  on  him  a  deep  exercife, 
but  when  he  was  confirmed  it  was  really  re¬ 
quired  of  him,  he  gave  up  to  it;  and  was  then 
weaned  from  home,  and  the  company  there, 
which  ul'ed  to  be  fo  pleafant  to  him. 

He  firfl  wrote  to  friends  on  that  ifland;  but 
finding  that  would  not  exeul'e  him,  he  durlt  no 
longer  delay;  fo  on  the  13th  of  8th  month, 

1 742,  he  left  his  home  to  proceed  on  his  vifit 
to  that  Uland.  On  the  8th  of  9th  month,  he 
arrived  at  the  houl'e  of  John  Pickering  with  his 
companion  John  Cadwallader,  where  they  were 

received 
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c  h  a  p.  received  with  much  love  and  great  joy,  being 
x~  made  to  rejoice  together  in  the  tender  mercies 
,y42.  and  love  °f  God,  which  were  greatly  manitefted 
that  day,  to  the  honour  and  praiie  of  his  name, 
and  to  the  comfort  of  his  people.  The  tefli- 
monies  of  thele  minifters  were  with  liie  and 
power,  and  as  clouds  of  rain  upon  a  thirtly 
land. 

The  godly  life  and  converfation  of  this  friend, 
of  whom  we  are  now  giving  a  particular  ac¬ 
count,  fpoke  him  a  true  follower  of  the  Lamb, 
and  minifter  of  Chrift.  He  had  his  health  very 
well,  ’till  the  death  of  his  dear  companion;  but 
going  to  his  funeral  he  caught  his  illnels  from  a 
ihower  of  rain.  However  he  was  favoured 
with  the  divine  prefence,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  an- 
fwer  the  fervice  of  that  day ;  and  the  next  be¬ 
ing  firft  day  he  was  at  meeting,  and  though  near 
his  end,  his  candle  fhone  as  bright  as  ever,  and 
many  that  beheld  it,  were  led  to  glorify  God 
on  his  behalf.  This  was  the  laft  opportunity 
he  had  on  the  ifiand,  except  his  farewel  on  his 
dying  bed,  where  he  both  preached  and  prayed, 
a  fhort  time  before  his  departure. 

On  the  next  day  he  went  to  a  little  ifiand 
called  Jos.  Vandick’s,  accompanied  by  feveral 
friends ;  on  the  third  day  in  the  morning,  he 
complained  very  much,  but  was  enabled  to  go  to 
meeting,  where  he  bore  a  lively  teftimony,  but 
from  wreaknefs  of  body,  and  extending  his  voice, 
he  was  fo  inwardly  fpent,  that  he  was  ready  to 
faint.  However  he  went  on  board  the  lloop 
that  night  on  his  return  to  Tortola,  where  he 
landed  next  morning.  He  had  not  been  long  at 
his  lodging  before  he  was  feized  with  a  fhiver- 
ing  fit,  and  a  fever  foon  followed.  The  two 
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laft  days  he  fuffered  much  pain,  yet  he  was  chap. 
preferved  under  it  in  patience  aud  refignation,  x- 
and  had  his  perfedt  ienfes  to  the  lait — On  the  \-\z. 
6th  of  ioth  month,  he  went  away  like  a  lamb, 
with  praifes  and  thankfgivings  on  his  lips  in  the 
67th  year  of  his  age. 

John  Cadwallaaer,  was  convinced  of  the  Account  of 
truth  when  young  ;  and  by  a  diligent  attention 
to  its  manifeltations,  became  in  fome  time  a  mi- 
nifter  thereof  to  others.  He  travelled  much  in 
the  exercife  of  his  gift  on  the  continent  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  twice  eroded  the  feas  to  Europe,  and  once 
to  Barbadoes  on  the  fame  account.  His  laft 
vilit  was  to  the  ifland  of  Tortola,  in  company 
with  John  Eltaugh.  He  was  taken  ill  on  his 
padage  thither,  yet  when  he  landed,  proceeded 
in  the  fervice,  upon  which  went,  much  to  the 
fatisfadlion  of  friends  there,  as  appears  from  ac¬ 
counts  from  thence.  But  his  diforder  encreaf- 
ing  upon  hint,  be  departed  this  life  in  peace  on 
faid  ifland,  the  26th  of  9th  month,  17425  aged 
near  66  years. 


CHAP. 


458 


HISTORY  of  the 


CHAP.  XI. 

PENSYLVANIA. 


Original  State  of  Penfylvania. — Its  long  Enjoy¬ 
ment  of  Peace. — A  due  Regard  to  Religion  the 
fur  eft  Foundation  t>f  a  good  Government. — The 
Prosperity  of  Penfylvania  under  the  Ad  mi nif  ra¬ 
tion  of  the  People  called  Quakers. — New  Settlers 
excite  Difcontents. — The  proprietary  Governors 
endeavour  to  make  Encroachments ,  which  are  op- 
pofed  by  the  Af  'embiyt- — Whereby  they  conceive 
a  D fl ike  to  Friends. — The  Trench  inf  igate  the 
Indians  to  war  againfl  the  Englijh  Plantations. — 
Declaration  of  War. — Caufes  a  popular  Cry  for 
warlike  Preparations . — Militia-law  for  the  lowed 
Counties. — Addrefs  to  the  Proprietaries  there¬ 
upon. 


CHAP. 

X!. 

Original 
(late  of 
Penfylva¬ 
nia. 
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zet. 


ENSYLV  ANIA  from  the  excellent  in- 
ftitution  of  its  founder  William  Penn,  in  concert 
with  the  original  planters,  and  the  punbtual  ad¬ 
herence  thereto,  in  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  it, 
tty  the  fucceeding  afifemblies  and  magiftrates  of 
the  province,  in  the  enabling  and  executing  of 
ufefdl  laws,  had  enjoyed  tranquility  and  fecurity 
in  the  poffeflion  of  religious  and  civil  rights 
and  immunities,  exceeding  any  other  govern¬ 
ment  or  nation  whofe  hiftory  we  are  pofife  fifed  of. 
The  legiflative  and  executive  authority  being  in 
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the  hands  of  religious  men  (the  greater  number  chap. 
of  whom  were  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  xl- 
although  the  univerfal  toleration  granted  by'  ' 
William  Penn,  admitted  all  denominations  of 
chriftians  to  offices  of  magiftracy  and  to  the 
higheft  polls  in  the  Hate)  their  laws  and  inftitu- 
tions  were  diredled  to  cultivate  and  maintain  a 
a  lively  lenfe  of  religion :  and  being  themfelves 
examples  of  that  fobriety,  decorum,  and  fubmil- 
fion  to  ialutary  inllitutions  and  legal  rule,  not 
for  wrath  but  for  confcience  fake,  which  they 
wilhed  to  difieminate  amongll  the  different  or¬ 
ders  of  the  people,  a  general  harmony  fubfilled 
between  the  inhabitants  ;  and  regularity,  order 
and  due  fubordination  refulted  from  this  lively 
fenfe  of  religion,  to  a  degree  far  beyond  that 
merely  effe&ed  by  human  policy  or  penal 
laws. 

That  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the  people 
is  the  end  of  government,  is  a  propolition  main¬ 
tained  in  theory  in  other  Hates ;  but  in  Penfyl- 
vania  it  was  reduced  to  pra&ice.  A  govern¬ 
ment  elfablifhcd  on  fo  equitable,  liberal  and  ufe- 
ful  a  plan,  induced  great  numbers  of  people  of 
different  perfualions,  to  emigrate  from  various 
countries,  to  participate  in  the  privileges  and 
felicity  of  this  equal  government,  the  balls  of 
which  was  religious  and  civil  liberty:  and  for  a  A.  Eene- 
length  of  time,  under  the  pleafing  fenfation  of  the  z£t’ 
eafe,  fecurity  and  change  for  the  better,  they  felt 
from  their  removal  hither,  people  of  different 
nations,  complexions  and  ways  of  thinking,  lived 
together  in  a  ftate  of  foeiety  beautiful  in  prof- 
pect,  and  happy  enjoyment,  in  mutually  giving 
and  receiving  the  benefit  of  an  equality  of  pri¬ 
vileges  in  peace,  amity,  and  benevolence,  al¬ 
though 
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17^. 
Its  long 
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though  not  belonging  to  the  fame  vifible  church, 
yet  as  belonging  to  the  fame  fraternity  of  man¬ 
kind.  Univerfal  liberty  of  confeience,  and 
univerfal  good-will  to  men,  being  in  the  eflima- 
tion  of  the  people  called  Quakers  effential  cha- 
ra£leriftics  of  the  chriftian  religion,  have  been 
adopted  by  them  in  their  fnllcft  extent,  they 
hold  none  excluded  from  the  favour  of  God  011 
account  of  their  religious  perfuafion,  provided  it 
be  founded  in  his  fear,  and  the  love  of  man¬ 
kind. 

By  means  of.thefe  excellent  principles  of 
government,  and  the  jult  and  equal  adminiftra- 
tion  thereof,  through  the  favour  of  divine  provi¬ 
dence,  Penfylvania  had  enjoyed  an  almoft  un¬ 
interrupted  peace  from  within  and  without  for 
more  than  fixty  years. 

Amidft  the  variety  and  flu&uation  of  opinions 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  government,  it  appears  evi¬ 
dent  to  me,  that  it  is  virtue,  limplicity  of  man¬ 
ners,  and  a  reverent  regard  to  religion,  more 
than  the  particular  form,  which  ftamps  it  with 
the  chara&er  of  good  and  excellent ;  not 
but  I  admit  fome  forms  and  fome  conftitutious 
are  better  in  themfelves  than  others,  and  better 
adapted  to  promote  the  general  good,  yet  we 
fhall  find,  that  wherever  virtue,  juftice,  and 
real  religion  are  departed  from  and  difregarded, 
the  very  bell  will  go  to  decay.  Thofe  ancient 
republics  wThich  many  fo  much  admire,  and  ex¬ 
tol,  as  perfect*  models  of  good  government, 
were  only  fo,  while  the  people  by  the  example 
of  their  fuperiors,  were  taught  to  be  v  irtuous, 
frugal  and  temperate;  but  when  opulence  and 
vice  had  banifhed  thofe  good  qualities,  and  in¬ 
troduced  dilfipation,  luxury  and  a  general  cor¬ 
ruption 
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ruptionof  manners,  what  fcenes  of  human  miferyc  hap. 
can  exceed  thole  produced  by  the  collifion  of XI* 
inflamed  and  hQftile  parties,  by  the  cruelty  and 
vengeance  of  their  leaders,  or  the  violent  out¬ 
rage  of  a  licentious  and  ungovernable  populace? 

So  that  moll  ages,  Hates  and  nations,  have  veri- 
tied  the  fcriptural  polition,  RighteoufneJ's  exalts  a 
nation  but  Jin  is  a  jhame  (and  very  often  a  down- 
fal)  to  any  people. 

The  induftry,  frugality  and  fecurity  of  the  its  profpe- 
original  Penfylvanians,  made  this  colony  as^jladmi- 
proiperous  and  flourilhing  during  this  period  as  niftration 
it  was  peaceful.  This  flourilhing  llate  of  the 
province,  occafioned  a  great  aeceilion  of  people  Quakers, 
of  different  difpofuions  and  views  from  the  firft 
fettlers,  who  had  reforted  thither  to  lhare  in  its 
prolperity,  which  they  had  contributed  nothing 
to.  And  many  of  thefe  foon  difcovered,  that 
they  grudged  the  body  of  friends  the  rank  and 
influence  which  they  polfelTed  in  the  Hate,  and 
the  place  they  had  in  the  eliimation  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  although  fo  jullly  entitled  thereto;  both  on 
account  of  their  being  principally  inftrumental, 
through  much  expenfe,  labour  and  difficulty,  to 
reduce  the  wildernels  into  a  fruitful  land,  and 
bring  the  province  to  its  prefent  Hate  of  proipe- 
rity  ;  as  all’o  on  account  of  the  equity  and  (Eco¬ 
nomy  of  their  government,  which  had  proved 
them  faithful  guardians  of  the  public  weal : 
parfimonious  in  granting  and  rigid  in  requiring 
an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
treafure;  limiting  the  ialaries  of  public  offices 
to  a  moderate  and  reafonable  compenfation  for 
the  labour  and  trouble  thereof;  peculation  was 
a  llranger  here,  and  public  taxation  very  light : 
under  their  government  the  people  had  been 
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long  contented  and  happy;  fo  that  it  is  no  won¬ 
der  that  in  general  they  regarded  them  with 
cordial  efteem. 

But  thole  who  envied  them  their  power  and 
influence,  thole  who  had  in  a  great  meafure 
got  pafTeflion  or  wanted  to  get  polTellion  of  the 
polls  of  government  they  had  enjoyed,  and  to 
reap  the  fruit  of  their  labours,  began  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  peace  of  this  peaceful  Hate,  and  low  the 
feeds  of  difcord  and  difcontent  by  decrying  the 
public  meafures  of  friends.  As  a  felf  interefted 
policy  prevailed,  that  brotherly  intercourfe  and 
mutual  benevolence,  which  had  lb  honourably 
diftinguifhed  the  original  colonilts  decayed : 
private  interell  and  private  views  were  more  re¬ 
garded  by  many  than  the  public  good,  and  gra¬ 
dually  introduced  jealoufies,  millrulls  and  party- 
animofities,  whereby  the  fyftem  of  happinels,  fo 
long  and  fo  well  maintained,  fuifered  a  lament¬ 
able  reverfe ;  and  the  manners  of  the  people 
difcovered  an  alteration  for  the  worfe. 

A  principal  caufe  of  uneafinefs  to  the  people 
called  Quakers  and  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
the  province,  feems  to  have  arifen  from  the  pro¬ 
prietary  governors  and  their  adherents,  who  did 
not  pay  that  ftribt  regard  to  equity  and  the  con- 
flitutional  rights  of  the  people  in  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  government,  which  during  the  life  of 
the  flrit  proprietor  and  long  after,  had  with 
little  exception,  harmonized  the  different  orders 
of  the  Hate  within  itlelf,  and  gained  it  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  wifdom  and  honour  from  thofe  who 
attentively  confldered  its  excellency.  The  de- 
fcendants  of  William  Penn,  who  inherited  his 
pofTeflions  and  his  power,  do  not  appear  to  have 
inherited  all  his  virtues,  his  difmtereftednefs, 
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his  faith,  or  his  benevolence :  they,  and  the  chap. 
governors  under  them  on  fuudry  occafions  xu 
adopted  lelf-interefted  maxims  of  government,  ^ 
and  partial  fchemes  of  policy.  Not  contented 
with  the  power  and  emoluments  the  conftitution 
allowed  them,  they  had  extended  and  wanted 
hill  to  extend  their  prerogatives  further;  and 
iuch  of  the  people  called  Quakers  as  wrere  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  affembly,  in  conjunction  with  others, 
conceived  it  to  be  their  civil  as  well  as  religious 
duty  in  faithfulnefs  to  their  conftituents  and  in 
the  confcientious  difcharge  of  their  delegated 
truft,  to  adhere  firmly  to  the  falutary  regulati¬ 
ons  and  conceffions  agreed  upon  between  the  early 
l'ettlers  and  William  Penn,  which  flood  as  a  guard 
and  defence  of  thefubjeCls  rights,  and  as  a  bar 
agaiufl  the  encroachments  and  Unifier  defigns  of 
men  lulling  after  the  unequal  emoluments  they 
hoped  for,  from  the  attainment  and  exercife  of 
an  undue  power  and  influence:  Under  thefe  im- 
preflions  the  affembly  oppofed  and  withflood  all 
further  innovations  and  invafions  of  the  confti- 
tutional  rights  of  the  people. 

From  this  oppofition  to  their  felfifh  purpofes,  Whereby 
the  governor  and  his  partifans  manifefled  a^vyec°"jf_ 
great  diflike  and  enmity  to  the  body  of  this  fo-  i-ke  to  the 
ciety;  and  having  the  ear  of  the  proprietaries,^^"*11 
they  exerted  themfelves  by  mofl  unfair  and  un-  °ent‘1  ’ 
juft  reprefentations  to  imprefs  them  with  very 
unfavourable  fentiments  of  the  fociety  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  to  create  jealoufies  and  diftrufts  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  colonifts,  to  feparatc  their 
interefts  and  let  them  at  variance,  having  per¬ 
haps  more  regard  to  their  own  views  and 
power,  which  they  fought  to  eftablifh  by  thefe 
means,  than  either  to  the  real  interefts  of  the 
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chap,  province  or  the  proprietaries,  which  in  the  opi- 
x1,  nion  of  judicious  men  were  united,  and  that 
s_56  they  were  no  friends  to  either  who  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  feparate  them. 

The  enemies  of  this  fociety  alfo  fought  occa- 
fion  to  accomplifh  their  felfifh  dcligns,  and  about 
The  this  time  an  opportunity  prefented.  The  hofti- 
LgTt^che  lities  of  the  French  had  been  but  little  fufpend- 
indians  ro  ed  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  in  thefe  re- 
the  mote  parts ;  for  while  peace  was  oftenlibly  pre- 
lith  plan-  ferved  in  Europe,  both  in  Afia  and  America  hof- 
tations,  tilemeafures  were  carried  on  in  a  covert  way,  which 
difcovered  themi'elves  in  America  "by  the  incurfi- 
ons  of  the  Indians  into  the  back  fettlements  of  the 
Englifh  plantations,  being  inftigated  thereto  by  the 
French  as  was  generally  underftood ;  who  kil¬ 
led  and  fcalped  many  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
carried  others  into  captivity.  The  French  at 
the  fame  time  were  bufily  employed  in  ere&ing 
a  line  of  forts  on  the  back  of  the  Englifh  fettle  - 
ments  and  in  places  to  the  prior  pofieffion  of 
which  England  laid  claim.  Thefe  infractions  of 
Dedarati-  a  treaty  fo  lately  made,  produced  repeated  com- 
on  of  war.  plaints  from  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
without  redrefs ;  they  were  principally  anfwer- 
ed  by  recriminations,  fo  that  at  length  the  relult 
was  a  declaration  of  war  on  both  fides. 

This  circumftance  furnifhed  a  plauiible  occa- 
Cq  Uidara  fi°n  to  raife  a  popular  cry  for  warlike  prepara- 
cry  for  tions,  which  the  people  called  Quakers  were 
wari.ke  ^novvn  to  be  principled  againft,  and  for  their 

preparatl-  .  .  r  .  r  r  ..  , 

ons  in  declining  to  enter  into  Inch  meaiures  they  wrere 
America.  treated  with  all  the  virulence  of  party  rage: 

both  the  pulpit  and  the  prefs  were  employed  ro 
calumniate  and  vilify  them;  they  were  repre- 

fented 
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fented  as  unfit  to  take  any  fhare  in  government,  chap. 

and  much  violence  and  artifice  of  party  were  _ , 

put  in  pra&ice,  with  little  regard  to  truth  or  1756. 
juftice,  to  deprive  them  of  their  reputation  and 
their  influence. 

About  this  time  means  were  ufed  to  get  a  law  Militia 
pa(Ted  by  the  legiflature  of  the  lower  counties 
on  Delaware,  for  eftablilhing  a  militia,  and  it  er  counties 
feems  to  have  been  enadled  in  a  temper,  thatonDela' 
paid  no  regard  to  the  confcientious  fcruples  ofware* 
friends  and  others ;  but  rather  pointed  to  bring 
them  under  difficulties  and  fufferings.  Upon 
this  it  was  thought  necelTary  to  addrefs  the 
proprietaries  with  the  following  remonftrance, 
viz. 

To  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  proprie¬ 
taries  of  Penfylvania,  and  the  three  lower 
counties  of  New  Caftle,  Kent  and  SufTex 
upon  Delaware. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers, 
on  behalf  of  their  Brethren  inhabiting  the  faid 
lower  Counties,  refpebtively  fheweth, 

4  That  for  above  one  hundred  years  part,  we 

*  as  a  religious  fociety  have  declared  to  the 
4  world,  that  we  could  not  for  confidence  fake 

*  bear  arms  or  be  concerned  in  military  prepara- 
4  tions ;  that  for  many  years  after  our  becoming 
c  a  diftindt  fociety,  we  fuffered  many  grievous 
4  and  oppreflive  perfections  on  account  of  our 
c  principles;  that  the  profpedt  of  being  intirely 

*  relieved  from  l'uch  oppreffion,  and  of  enjoying 
4  perfedt  liberty  of  ferving  God  in  the  way  they 

*  believed  molt  agreeable  to  him,  engaged  many 

Vol.  IV.  H  h  ‘  of 
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<  of  our  anceftors  to  leave  their  native  lands,  and 
‘  come  over  to  fettle  this,  then  a  wildernels 
‘  country,  and  though  your  honourable  father’s 
c  principles  were  well  known  to  be  for  intire 
‘  liberty  of  confcience,  yet  he  and  the  firfl  fet- 
«  tiers  mutually  thought  it  necelfary  to  fix  this 
£  as  a  law  before  they  came  over,  and  accord- 
£  ingly  did,  as  appears  by  the  35th  fe&ion 
£  of  laws  agreed  upon  in  England,  May  the  5th, 
*  1-68.2,  in  tbefe  words. 

££  That  all  perfons  living  in  this  province, 
££  who  confefs  and  acknowledge  the  one  al- 
££  mighty  and  eternal  God  to  be  the  Creator, 
££  Upholder  and  Ruler  of  the  world,  and  that 
££  hold  themfelves  obliged  in  confcience  to 
££  live  peaceably  and  juftly  in  fociety,  fhall  in 
££  no  ways  be  molefted  or  prejudiced  for  their 
C£  religious  perfuafion  or  praftice  in  matters  of 
££  faith  and  worfhip,  nor  (hall  they  be  compel- 
££  led  at  any  time,  to  frequent  or  maintain  any 
££  religious  wrorfhip,  place  or  miniflry  wrhat- 
£C  foever.” 

£  That  this  was  underftood  as  the  firfl:  and 
‘  molt  fundamental  part  of  the  conftitution  ap- 
‘  pears  undoubtedly  plain,  from  the  folemn 
£  manner  in  which  it  is  introduced,  and  the  ge- 
£  neral  expreffions  contained  in  the  firfl:  claufe 
£  of  the  charter  of  privileges,  viz. 

££  Becaufe  no  people  can  be  truly  happy  though 
«  under  the  greateft  enjoyment  of  civil  liberties, 
££  if  abridged  of  the  freedom  oft  heir  confciences  as 
££  to  their  religious  profeflion  and  worfhip,  and 
“  almighty  God  being  the  only  Lord  of  confci- 
££  ence,  Father  of  lights  and  fpirits,  and  the  au- 
££  thor  as  well  as  objed  of  all  divine  knowledge, 

“  faith 


46? 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS. 

“  faith  and  worlhip,  who  only  doth  enlighten  chap. 
“  the  minds  and  perfuade  and  convince  the  un-  **■ 

£C  derftandings  of  people,  I  do  hereby  grant  and  J 

declare,  that  no  perl'on  or  perlons  inhabiting 
££  in  this  province  or  territories,  who  fhall  con- 
££  fefs  and  acknowledge  one  almighty  Gcd,  the 
<e  Creator,  Upholder  and  R.uler  of  the  world, 

£C  and  profefs  him  or  themfelves  obliged  to  live 
“  quietly  under  the  civil  government,  fhall  be  in 
cc  any  cafe  molefted  or  prejudiced  in  his  or  their 
perfon  or  eftate,  becaule  of  his  or  their  con- 
“  lcientious  perfuafion  or  practice,  nor  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  frequent  or  maintain  any  religious 
“  worlhip,  place,  or  miniHry  contrary  to  his 
“  or  their  minds,  or  to  do  or  to  fuffer  any  other 
“  ad  or  thing  contrary  to  their  religious  per- 
“  fuafion.’’ 

May  it  pleaie  the  Proprietaries, 

c  N otwith  Handing  thefe  plain  and  explicit  words, 

‘  an  act  of  affembly  hath  been  lately  pafled  in 
£  the  lower  counties,  entitled,  an  ad  for  ellablifh- 
‘  ing  a  militia  in  this  government,  whereby  the 
‘  inhabitants  are  required  to  enlift,  provide 
‘  themfelves  with  arms  and  ammunition,  to  at- 
‘  tend  with  them  at  certain  Hated  times,  “  in 
“  order  to  be  taught  and  inHruded  in  the  mili- 
“  tary  exercife w  ith  other  injundions  of  the 
‘  like  kind  and  nature  under  certain  fines  and 
£  penalties,  without  any  exemption  of  thofe  of 
£  tender  confeieuces,  which  in  our  judgment  is 
£  in  dired  repugnance  to  the  elaufes  above  rc- 
£  cited,  becaule  it  enjoins  certain  ads  and  things 
£  contrary  to  the  religious  pcrluafion  of  many 
£  of  the  inhabitants. 

PI  h  2 
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chap  4  Our  anceftors  who  did  forefee  the  probable 
X1,  /  inconveniencies  likely  to  attend,  had  the  great- 

j756  4  eft  reafontoefteem  this  intereftingandimportant 

4  point  inviolably  fecured  to  them  and  their 
4  pofterity,  both  by  the  foregoing,  and  (if  poffi- 
4  ble  firmer  ftill)  by  the  following  paragraphs  of 

4  the  fame  character,  viz. - But  becaufe 

44  the  happinefs  of  mankind  depends  fo  much 
44  upon  the  enjoying  of  liberty  of  their  confci- 
44  ences,  as  aforefaid.  I  do  hereby  folemnly  de- 
44  clare,  promife  and  grant,  for  me,  my  heirs 
44  and  affigns  that  the  firft  article  of  this  cbar- 
44  ter,  relating  to  liberty  of  confidence  and  eve- 
44  ry  part  and  claufe  therein,  according  to  the 
44  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  fhall  be  kept 
44  and  remain  without  any  alteration  inviolably 
44  for  ever,  and  if  any  thing  fhall  be  procured 
44  or  done  by  any  perfon  or  perfons,  contrary 
44  to  thefe  prefents,  it  fhall .  be  held  of  no 
44  force.” 

4  We  prefume  we  need  not  fay  much  more  to 
4  you  on  this  head,  becaufe  wTe  are  informed  that 
4  you  have  always  given  exprefs  inftruftions  to 
4  your  deputies  that  in  cafe  of  making  any  rni- 
4  litia  law,  they  fhould  take  efpecial  care  that 
4  the  charter  be  not  infringed  in  this  refpeft,  it  is 
4  therefore  we  have  the  greater  caufe  to  hope 
4  for  your  difapprobation  of  the  a£l  before  men- 
4  tioned,  as  far  as  concerns  tender  confciences, 

4  and  we  earneftly  requeft  it  may  be  fpeedily 
4  declared,  as  the  heavy  fines  laid  on  the  offi- 
4  cers  for  not  putting  it  in  execution,  is  without 
4  doubt,  intended  to  oblige  them  to  a  ftridl  ob- 
4  fervance  of  the  feveral  parts  of  it,  and  as  it  is 
4  pofnble  this  may  come  to  your  hands  before 
4  you  receive  from  tour  officers  here,  a  copy  of 
;  4  the 
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4  the  faid  ad,  we  have  fent  one  certified  under  c  hap 
£  the  -leal  of  the  office  at  New  Caftle,  to  our  Xl- 
£  friends  Richard  Partridge,  Thomas  J ackfon, 

£  John  Hunt  and  John  Fothergill,  whom  we 
£  have  requefted  to  communicate  it  to  you,  and 
£  though  our  principal  objedion  to  the  ad  arifes 
£  to  its  enjoining  things  upon  feme  of  the  inha- 
c  bitants,  which  they  are  religioufiy  perfuaded 
£  they  neither  can  nor  ought  to  do,  yet  we  be- 
£  lieve  in  your  perufal  of  it  you  will  fee  other 
£  reafonable  objedions,  in  particular  that  the  fines 
£  for  noncompliance,  are  fo  many  and  fo  much 
£  in  the  power  of  rapacious  officers,  that  they 
£  may  under  the  colour  of  it,  take  more  (from 
£  fuch  as  cannot  for  confcience  fake  comply) 

£  than  the  produce  of  their  labour,  after 
£  neceffary  allowance  for  clothes,  diet,  &c. 

£  would  amount  to,  as  goods  .taken  in  confe- 
c  quence  of  fuch  oppreffive  meafures,  are  gene- 
£  rally  fold  much  under  their  real  value,  which 
£  if  the  law  be  fo  put  in  execution,  mull  tend  to 
£  the  ruin  of  the  worldly  fubftance  of  many  in- 
£  habitants,  and  the  confequence  of  that  to  your 
£  intereft,  we  need  not  point  out. 

£  We  fin cerely  defire  that  divine  wifdom  may 
£  be  plentifully  afforded  to  condud  you  through 
£  the  various  difficulties  attending  your  fiation, 

£  to  your  own  true  peace,  the  profperity  of  your 
‘  province  and  the  glory  of  God.’ 

Signed  at  Philadelpha,  5th  month  21ft,  1756, 
by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  yearly  meet¬ 
ing,  for  Peufylvania  and  New  Jcrfey. 

CHAP 
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CHAP.  XII. 


Pensylvania  continued. 


Endeavours  ufed  to  deprive  Friends  of  their  Places 
in  the  Afjem'ly. — 'They  are  mijreprefented  to 
the  Britijh  Ration  and  Government . — General 
Meeting  at  Philadelphia. — Dead  Bodies  of  J'ome 
•who  had  been  murdered  brought  into  the  City. 
— Vindication  of  Friends. — Remarks  upon  the 
Indians ,  and  the  Methods  of  treating  them. — 
SubJ'cription  for  the  fuffering  Inhabitants. — 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  eftablijhed  at  Philadelphia. 


Y  the  mifapprehenfions  'and  prejudices 
railed  in  the  minds  of  the  proprietaries  con- 
1 756.  cerning  them,  or  by  their  voluntary  refignation, 
few  of  the  people  called  Quakers  now  enjoyed 
any  fhare  in  the  executive  part  of  government ; 
and  to  elude  the  force  of  that  fpirit  of  envy 
and  rancour,  which  had  been  artfully  excited 
againft  them,  and  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
their  own  minds,  feveral  of  them  had  avoided 
taking  part  in  the  legiflature.  On  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  annual  election  of  this  year,  their 
adverfaries  exerted  their  utmoft  efforts  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  fame  members  being  re-.  Yted,  the 
prefs  being  fet  at  work,  to  pour  forth  acrimoni¬ 
ous  and  uujuff  invedtives  againft  them,  in  order 
to  prevail  with  the  electors  to  fet  them  afide, 
and  chufe  their  own  partifans,  or  members  who 
might  be  brought  to  adt  in  a  manner  more  con¬ 
formable 
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formable  to  their  views;  but  notwithftanding c  h  a  p. 
much  the  greater  number  of  the  inhabitants  XH* 
were  not  of  their  fociety,  yet  fuch  was  the  con¬ 
fidence  repofed  in  thofe  Quakers,  (fo  called) 
that  the  former  reprefentames  who  had  not  de¬ 
clined  the  fervice  were  rechofen,  by  the  greateft 
majority  ever  known,  and  this  was  done  not 
onlv  without  the  felicitations,  but  in  feme  in- 
ftances  without  the  privity  or  approbation  of 
feme  that  were  chofen,  four  of  whom,  being  of 
thole  called  Quakers,  kt  the  firft  meeting  of  the 
houle  refigued  their  feats,  and  a  new  election 
took  place. 

Their  antagonifts,  filled  with  vexation  atTheadver. 
their  difappointment,  both  in  miffing  their  aim  fanes  ma¬ 
in  the  election,  and  finding  all  their  difingenuous  friendsTto 
efforts  had  made  lb  little  impreffion  on  the  judg-  the  Britifii 
meht  of  the  electors,  whole  dependance  on  the 
tried  integrity  of  their  reprefentatives,  where  meut. 
their  views  and  characters,  and  thofe  of  their 
adverfaries  were  belt  know  n,  was  too  firm  to  be 
eafilv  ffiaken;  next  exerted  their  endeavours  to 
carry  their  point,  by  mifreprefenting  them  on  this 
fide  of  the  Atlantic,  where  both  the  Quakers 
(lb  called)  of  America,  and  their  accufers;  their 
different  views,  principles  and  general  conduct 
wrere  lefs  thoroughly  known ;  for  this  purpole 
they  drew  up  the  moft  pointed  inve&ives,  anti 
procured  them  to  be  printed  in  pamphlets  and 
the  Englifh  newrs-papers.  In  order  as  much  as 
poffible  to  prepoffefs  the  minds  of  the  people 
with  ftrong  prejudices  again!!  them. 

The  general  or  half  year’s  meeting  was  held 
in  the  third  month  of  this  year  at  Philadelphia 
in  courle,  and  notwithftanding  the  deeply  cx- 
ercifing  trials  which  affe&ed  this  fecieiy  at  this 

time. 
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chap,  time,  they  had  a  (lengthening  and  edifying 
XII>  meeting,  and,  befide  a  great  number  of  friends 

,7c6  from  different  parts  of  the  Country,  it  was  at- 
Generai, or  tended  by  Samuel  Fothergill  and.  Catharine 
meeting1  at  Peyton  from  England,  and  Mary  Peifrey  from 
Philadei-  Ireland;  thefe  being  well  qualified  minillers  and 
phia*  deeply  experienced  in  the  work  of  religion, 
their  fervice  was  very  helpful  and  inftrumental 
to  the  confolation  of  their  friends,  and  to  the 
confirmation  of  their  faith,  patience  and  ff ability 
in  their  religious  principles. 

During  the  time  of  this  meeting  an  incident 
occurred  which  affe&ed  friends  with  hill  more 
gloomy  apprehenfions.  The  Indians  who  had 
before  ravaged  fome  of  the  frontier  fettlements, 
about  this  time  renewed  their  incurfious  on  the 
back  fettlements  of  Penfyl vania,  where  they 
burned  feveral  houfes  and  killed  and  fcalped 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  :  this  furnifhed  an  op¬ 
portunity  pleafing  to  the  parties,  who  were  cla¬ 
morous  for  war,  to  promote  their  purpofe,  in 
order  whereto,  two  or  three  of  the  dead  bodies 
of  thofe  wrho  had  been  murdered,  were  at  this 
time  brought  in  a  waggon  to  Philadelphia,  with 
a  defign  to  exafperate  the  citizens,  and  roufe 
them  to  tumult  and  vengeance.  For  they  were 
taken  before  the  State  Houfe  door  and  from 
thence  conveyed  through  feveral  ltreets  of  the 
city,  attended  by  a  crowd  of  people  curfing  the 
Indians  and  the  Quakers  alfo,  becaule  they 
were  backward  to  promote  warlike  meafures 
for  their  deftruflion.  The  fight  of  the  dead 
bodies  and  the  outcry  of  the  people  were  both 
very  affli&ing  and  alarming.* 

The 


*  J.  Churchman’s  journal. 
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The  incurfions  and  ravages  of  the  Indians,  chap. 

and  the  dangers  to  which  the  frontier  feLtlers _ ^ _ ) 

were  expofed,  were  much  magnified,  and  fur-  ,7s6. 
nifhed  a  plaufible  fubjed  for  more  violent  excla-  The  peo- 
mations  againft  the  people  called  Quakers,  and^ac^rgd 
the  abfurdity  of\dhering  to  pacific  principles,  mnrepre- 
when  the  enemy  was  at  the  door:  allegations 
of  an  alarming  nature  were  now  fpread  through 
the  colonies,  and  through  England,  that  the  pro¬ 
vince  would  be  ruined  or  abfolutely  lolt,  if 
fpeedy  meafures  were  not  taken,  to  deprive  the 
Quakers  entirely  of  any  fhare  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  :  thefe  reprefentations  of  the  Hate  of  this 
province  met  a  ready  reception  and  belief  on 
this  fide;  and  the  blame  of  the  whole  was  laid 
upon  this  people,  who  in  fad  were  the  leaft  cul¬ 
pable  of  any,  and  the  leaft  anfwerable  for  the 
prefent  diflurbed  ftate  of  the  colony,  as  having 
leaft  contributed  thereto. 

For  from  their  firft  fettlement,  and  while  the  Vindicati- 
diredion  of  public  affairs  was  in  their  hands, 
the  Indians  were  fo  far  from  making  hoftile  in- 
curfions  into  any  part  of  the  province,  that,  be¬ 
ing  treated  by  them  with  a  fcrupulous  regard  to 
juftice  and  with  cordial  hofpitality,  iu  return 
for  the  kindnefs  they  bad  received  from  them, 
they  (the  native  inhabitants)  lived  with  the 
Penfylvanians  on  the  moft  friendly  footing,  and 
regarded  them  with  affedionate  efteem.  And 
had  the  fucceeding  governors  and  the  people  in 
general  obferved  the  like  equitable  and  friendly 
condud  towards  them,  I  believe  thefe  hoftile  in- 
curfions  (into  the  frontiers  of  Penfylvania  at  leaft)  Remarks 
had  never  been  heard  of.  uPon  thc 

for  notwithftanding  fome  writers  have  rep  re- and' the’ 
fented  the  Indians -as  naturally  ftupid,  ferocious,  Pr°Per  me- 

J  -1  ’  ,  ’  thods  of 

treacherous  treating 
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c  h  a  p.  treacherous  and  ungrateful :  yet  feveral  of  thofe 
X1I~  ,  who  had  the  opjoortunity  of  converfing  amongft 
1756.  them,  and  obferving  them  more  attentively,  re- 
prefent  them  in  a  different  chara£ler,  as  ienfible, 
friendly,  hofpitable,  faithful  to  their  engage¬ 
ments,  kind  to  the  neighbouring  Europeans, 
and  very  affectionate  and  peaceable  in  general  in 
their  own  tribes  and  allies  :  but  of  quick  fenfi- 
bility  to  feel  injuries,  and  of  lavage  cruelty  in 
revenging  them*. 

Therefore 


*  The  firft  fettlers  of  Penfvlvania  who  had  full 
opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
difpolition  of  the  natives,  and  who  made  it  a  prin¬ 
cipal  point  to  obferve  ftritt  juftice  in  all  their  tranf- 
acfiions  with  them,  have  left  us  very  favourable  memo¬ 
rials  of  the  long  continued  kindnels  they  experienced 
from  thofe  people.  The  difpolition  of  the  Indians 
has  generally  been,  to  fhew  kindnefs  to  the  Europeans 
in  their  early  fettlements  ;  and  their  mental  powers 
are  equally  with  our  own  capable  of  improvement. 
The  apparent  difference  between  them  and  us  ariles 
principally  from  the  advantages  of  our  education  and 
manner  of  life.  The  early  fettlers  of  New  Jerfey 
have  always  confirmed  the  teftimony  of  the  Penfyl- 
vanians  concerning  them,  with  refpeft  to  the  good 
ufage  they  met  with  from  the  Indians.  The  writer  of 
the  hiftory  of  that  province  informs  us  “  That  for 
“  alrnoft  a  century,  the  natives  had  all  along  main- 
“  tained  an  intercourfe  of  great  cordiality  and  friend- 
“  fhip  with  the  inhabitants.”  (A.  Benezet) 

They  manifefi:  much  lfiability  in  the  engagements 
they  have  folemnly  entered  into  ;  patient  in  affliction,  as 
well  as  in  their  fubmiffion  to  what  they  apprehend  to 
be  the  appointment  of  providence;  in  all  which  they 
manifeft  a  noblenefs  of  foul  and  conftancy  of  mind, 
at  which  we  rarely  arrive  with  all  our  philofophy  and 
religion.  They  are  flaves  neither  to  ambition  nor  fil¬ 
tered 
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Therefore  if  the  like  prudence,  juflice,  and  chap. 
friendly  intercourfe  had  been  maintained  in  their  Xl1, 
conduct  and  commerce  with  the  Indians,  by  ,7-£ 
their  fucceffors  of  this  age,  which  had  been 
done  by  William  Penn,  and  the  early  fettlers, 

I  am  perfuaded  thele  natives,  inftead  of  hoflili- 
ties  would  have  continued  to  cultivate  the  like 
amicable  difpofition  towards  them,  as  they  had 
done  to  their  predeceffors ;  and  that  it  would 
not  have  been  in  the  power  of  the  French  in 
that  cafe,  by  all  their  artifice,  to  have  incited 
them  to  hoftile  meafures  againfl  the  Englifli 
plantations,  if  the  Englifn  themfelves  had  not  by 
their  negledl  and  unfair  dealing,  furnifhed  their 
enemies  with  a  handle  of  which  they  well  knew 
how  to  avail  themfelves. — One  of  our  biftorians 
remarks  upon  this  period,  that  “  It  had  been 
“  long  the  method  of  the  Englifh  to  cultivate 
cc  the  friendfhip  of  this  fierce  and  hardy  race  in 
“  time  of  danger,  but  to  fight  it  in  circumflan- 
“  ces  of  fafety.”  This  ferved  to  alienate  the 
affefiions  of  the  Indians  from  the  Englifh 
government,  and  the  avarice  of  our  merchants 
particularly  thofe  called  the  Ohio  company, 

“  as  well  as  the  Indian  traders”  who  fold  them 
bad  commodities,  and  treated  them  with  perfidy 
and  infolence,  ferved  to  confirm  their  averfion.* 

Thefe 

tereft,  the  two  paflions  which  have  fo  much  weakened 
in  us  thofe  fentiments  of  humanity  which  the  kind 
Author  of  nature  hath  fixed  in  the  human  heart,  and 
kindled  thofe  of  covetoufnefs,  which  are  as  yet  gene¬ 
rally  unknown  amongft  them.  Charlevoix  apud 
euttdem. 

*  Duprat  obferves,  “  That  there  needs  hut  pru- 
“  dence  and  good  fenfe  to  perfuade  the  Indians  to 

“  what 
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chap.  Thefe  moving  caufes  of  their  difcontent  and 
,  A  '  prefent  inimical  difpofition,  the  people  called 
1756.  Quakers  were  not  inllrumental  to  promote.  We 
have  feen  their  early  care  to  prevent  any  of 
their  members  from  fupplying  the  Indians  with 
fpirituous  liquors,  of  which  they  were  very  fond, 
and  w'hich  were  very  pernicious  to  them  in  va¬ 
rious  refpe&s* — they  were  ftudious  to  do  them 
good;  to  endeavour  to  draw  them  by  winning 
perfuafions  and  acts  of  benevolence,  and  inftruc- 
tion  from  the  inconveniences  to  which  their  ig¬ 
norance  and  roving  temper  fubje&ed  them: 
this  the  Indians  knew,  and  for  this  they  vene¬ 
rated  the  memory  of  the  decealed,  and  placed 
an  efpecial  confidence  in  the  furviving  body  of 
this  people. 

From  hence  this  inference  may  be  drawn, 
that  belide  thofe  confcientious  motives,  which 
have  the  greateft  weight  with  religious  and  good 
men,  to  do  juftly  to  all  men,  even  as  we  would 
have  them  to  do  unto  us;  human  prudence  and 
found  policy  point  out  the  fuperior  wifdom  of 
endeavouring  to  conciliate  the  friendfhip  of  the 
natives,  w'hich  is  eaiily  purchafed  by  affability, 
honefty  and  integrity,  rather  than  to  fubdue 
them  by  force,  which  is  not  eafily  effe&ed  even 

at 

“  what  is  reafonable,  and  to  preferve  their  friendfhip 
“  without  interruption.”  He  adds,  “  We  may  fafely 
<c  affirm,  that  the  differences  we  have  had  with  them 
“  have  been  more  owing  to  us  than  to  them.  When 
“  they  are  treated  infolently  or  oppreffivelv,  they 
“  have  no  iefs  fenlibility  of  injuries  than  others.  If  thofe 
t(  who  have  occafion  to  live  among  them,  will  have 
“  fentiments  of  humanity,  they  will  meet  in  them 
“  with  men.” 

*  See  vol.  ill.  page  307. 
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at  the  expenfe  of  much  blood  and  treafure,  chap. 
often  expended  in  vain.  And  of  confequence 
that  after  all  the  fevere  cenfure,  calumny,  and  ,756. 
clamour  railed  again!!  the  people  called  Quak¬ 
ers  in  Penfylvania,  their  mealures  of  treating 
the  Indians,  both  formerly  and  even  at  this 
time,  were  more  chriftian-like,  more  rational, 
and  more  effectual  for  refcuing  the  frontiers 
from  their  devaftations,  than  the  fanguinary  and 
violent  meafures  their  adverfaries  were  defirous 
to  promote.* 

It 

*  *‘  The  perpetual  increafing  generations  of  Euro- 
“  peans  in  America,  may  fuppiy  numbers  that  mud 
«  in  the  end  wear  out  thefe  poor  Indian  inhabitants 
“  from  their  country ;  but  we  lhall  pay  dear,  both  in 
“  blood  and  treafure,  in  the  mean  while,  for  our 
“  injuftice. 

“  Our  frontiers,  from  the  nature  of  advancing  fet- 
“  tlements  difperfed  along  the  branchings  of  the  up- 
“  per  parts  of  our  rivers,  and  fcattered  in  the  difunit- 
«  ed  valleys,  amidft  the  mountains,  mull  be  always 
*  ft  unguarded  and  defencelefs  againft  the  incurllons 

ft  of  Indians. - The  farmer  driven  from  his  little 

“  cultured  lot,  in  the  woods,  is  loft  :  the  Indian  in 
ft  the  woods,  is  everywhere  at  home  ;  every  btfth, 
f‘  every  thicket,  is  a  camp,  to  the  Indian ;  from 
*f  whence,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  is  fure  of 
“  his  blow,  he  can  rulh  upon  his  prey.  In  fhort,  our 
*f  frontier  fettlements  muft  ever  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
ft  the  favages ;  and  a  fettler  is  the  natural  prey  to  an 
ft  Indian,  whofe  foie  occupation  is  war  and  hunting. 

ft  To  countries  circumftanced  as  our  colonies  are, 
ft  an  Indian  is  the  moft  dreadful  of  enemies.  For  in 
<(  a  war  with  Indians,  no  force  whatever,  can  defend 
*f  our  frontiers  from  being  a  conftant  wretched  fcene 
•*  of  conflagrations,  and  of  the  moft  lhocking  mur- 
“  ders.  Whereas  on  the  contrary,  our  temporary 

“  expeditions 
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CHAP.  It  alfo  appears  that  the  people  called  Quakers 
.  Xl1,  ,  were  fenfibly  imprefled  with  a  degree  of  com- 
i73b  pailion  and  l'ympathy  for  the  fufferers  in  this 
calamity,  equal  or  fuperior  to  any  thing  of  that 
nature  maaifefted  by  the  adverfe  party,  who 
taking  advantage  of  the  prevailing 'diflreffes,  to 
promote  their  own  political  fchemes  were  inde¬ 
fatigable  in  their  clamours  to  vilify  the  Quaker 
government;  but  did  little  that  I  find  for  the 
help  or  relief  of  the  afhidted ;  while  the  Quak¬ 
ers  aduated  by  motives  of  commiferation,  as 
foon  as  they  heard  of  the  devaftation  committed 
by  the  enemy  Indians  on  Gnadenhutten,  a  fet- 
tlement  of  the  fociety  called  Moravians,  on  the 
frontier  part  of  the  county  of  Northampton, 
voluntarily  railed  a  fum  of  money  among  them- 
felves,  which  was  expended  in  provifion  and 
cloathing,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  fuitable 
perfons  for  diftribution  among  the  fufferers. 
Subfaipti-  And  about  the  fame  time  a  fubfeription  was 
on  tor  the  fet  ou  foot  and  a  confiderable  fum  of  money 
inhabit  contributed  by  the  Quakers  in  the  city,  and  fome 
tarns.  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  fuccour  of  the  dif-* 
trekked  inhabitants  who  had  abandoned  their 
habitations  on  the  weffern  frontiers  of  the 
province,  and  taken  refuge  in  the  interior 
parts,  which  was  in  like  manner  diflributed 
among  them  without  difiindion  of  fed  or  party, 
and  proved  a  feafonable  relief  agaiuft  the 
winter. 

As 

«  expeditions  againft  the  Indians,  even  if  fuccefsful, 

“  can  do  them  little  harm.  Every  article  of  their 
“  property  is  portable,  which  they  always  carry  with 
u  them;  and  it  is  no  great  matter  of  diftrefs  to  an 
“  Indian,  to  be  driven  from  his  dwelling  ground,  who 
“  finds  a  home  in  the  firlf  place  he  fits  down  upon.” 
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As  I  am  furnilhed  with  the  originals  or  c 
copies  of  feveral  letters  of  correfpondenee, 
which  palEed  between  them,  I  am  enabled  to 
trace  the  tranfa&ions  of  this  period,  fo  far  as 
this  fociety  is  concerned,  with  a  greater  degree 
of  precifion.* 

The  annual  meeting  for  Penfylvania  and  New 
Jerfey,  (held  in  courle  in  the  9th  month  of  this 
year  at  Burlington)  taking  under  conli deration  the 
diftrelled  Hate  of  the  frontier  fettlements  of  thefe 
provinces,  and  having  grounds  to  apprehend 
that  ma  ly  of  their  brethren  in  religious  profef- 
fion,  lituated  in  parts  immediately  expofed  to 
danger,  might  foon  Hand  in  need  of  relief  and 
afliltance,  who  for  want  of  timely  attention 
andcare  might  be  liable  to  lufifer  greatly  in 
the  approaching  winter:  agreed  to  raife  the  lum 
of  one  thoufand  pounds  for  this  purpofe :  and 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  fociety  by  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  calamities  of  the  war  and  the  ma¬ 
levolent  mifreprefentations  of  their  adverfaries 
required  vigilant  attention;  this  meeting  after 
approving  the  tranfa6tious  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  in  the  preceding  year,  found  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  adopt  a  propofal  of  couftituting  a  meet¬ 
ing  for  iufferings,  and  after  confidering  and  de¬ 
fining  the  fervices  and  trull  to  be  committed  to 

the 


*  I  apprehend  it  will  be  more  fatisfaftory  to  the 
reader,  and  more  appofite  to  the  uniformity  of  his¬ 
torical  narration  to  recite  the  matters  of  fadt  as  they 
arile,  than  to  interrupt  the  narrative  by  the  infertion 
of  the  letter,  and  papers  at  length  :  yet  as  fome  of 
the  faid  letters  and  paper  appears  worthy  of  a  place 
in  this  work,  and  may  give  coniiderable  fatisfa&ion,  I 
think  they  may  be  conveniently  introduced  in  an  appen¬ 
dix  to  this  book  and  referred  to  as  occalion  requires. 
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chap,  the  faid  meeting,  nominated  twelve  friends  as 
,  XI1'  ,  reprefentatives  of  the  yearly  meeting,  and  direct¬ 
ly.  ed  the  refpedtive  (Quarterly  meetings  to  appoint 
four  members  each  to  reprefent  them. 

The  Services  to  be  performed  by  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings,  viz. 

“  To  hear  and  confider  the  cafes  of  any 
“  friends  under  fufferings  and  to  adminifter  re- 
“  lief  as  neceffity  is  found  to  require,  or  to  ap- 
“  ply  to  the  government  or  perfons  in  power 
££  on  their  behalf. 

“  To  correfpond  with  the  meeting  for  fuffer- 
c£  ings  or  the  yearly  meetingin  London,  and  to  re- 
“  prefent  the  date  of  friends  here,  and  in  gene- 
“  ral  to  reprefent  this  (the  yearly)  meeting,  and 
“  appear  in  all  cafes  where  the  reputation  and 
££  intereft  of  truth  and  our  religious  fociety  are 
££  concerned,  but  not  to  interfere  in  matters  of 
££  faith  or  difcipline  which  are  not  already  de- 
cc  termined  by  the  yearly  meeting. 

££  To  confider  the  ufes  and  manner  of -appli- 
C£  cation  of  charitable  legacies  and  donations, 
££  and  to  advife  refpe&ing  the  titles  of  any 
££  land,  or  other  eflate  belonging  to  the  feveral 
££  meetings,  &c. 

££  To  receive  an  account  from  the  feveral 
££  particular  meetings,  of  any  fufferings  to 
££  which  friends  may  be  fubjefled  for  the  tefli- 
££  mony  of  truth. 

££  And  that  fair  minutes  of  all  their  proceed- 
£c  ings  fhould  be  kept,  and  laid  before  the  year- 
££  ly  meeting  from  time  to  time.” 


And 
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And  fome  years  after  the  eftablifhment  of  c  h  a  p. 
the  laid  meeting,  the  revifal  of  all  manufcripts  *il 
intended  for  publication  by  any  member  of  the  “fdff 
fociety,  was  committed  to  the  care  thereof,  as 
alfo  any  propofal  for  the  reprinting  of  books  for 
general  fervice. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Pensylvania  continued. 

rrof.ridu.ries'  Anfwer  to  the  Addrefs. — Calum¬ 
nies  againf  the  People  called  Quakers  in  Pen- 
fylvania ,  gain  credit  in  England. — The  Meet¬ 
ing  for  Sufferings  in  London  inter pofe  on  be¬ 
half  of  their  Brethren. — A  Deputation  from 
them  apply  to  a  Nobleman  in  high  Station. — His 
Ad-vice  to  them. — Meeting  for  Sufferings  in  Lon¬ 
don  write  to  Friends  in  Philadelphia. — But  one- 
third  of  the  prefent  Affembly  are  Quakers. — 
Rigorous  Exactions  under  the  Militia-law. — 
Proprietaries  refufing  to  let  their  own  E fates  be 
taxed,  occafons  Dij 'content. 

Th  E  meeting  for  fufferings  in  London,  in  c  h  a  p. 
compliance  with  the  requeft  of  friends  of  Phi- X'11* 
ladelphia,  in  a  letter  accompanying  their  addrefs 1 "  ' 
to  the  proprietaries,  appointed  a  committee  to 
deliver  it  and  confer  with  them  thereupon,  who 
received  for  anfwer,  That  the  proprietaries 
had  no  defire  or  intention  to  abridge  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  province  of  Penfylvania  in  general,  or 
friends  in  particular,  of  any  rights  or  privileges 
to  which  they  are  by  charter  entitled;  and  that 
Vol.  IV.  I  i  if 
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c  h  a  p.Lf  either  friend?  or  others,  inhabitants  of  the 
xm.  province,  apprehend  they  have  any  juft  caufe  of 
complaint,  and  will  point  out  the  particular 
grievance,  it  lhall  be  duiy  eonfidered  and  redref- 
fed.'’ — This  anfwer  appears  plaufible,  but  1 
think  evafive;  the  addrefs  fpecifted  the  particu¬ 
lar  grievance  and  caufe  of  complaint,  and  that 
their  chartered  privileges  were  abridged;  yet 
it  doth  not  appear,  that  the  complainants  re¬ 
ceived  any  redrefs,  but  the  caufe  of  complaint 
ftill  continued. 

On  the  other  hand,  their  calumniators  by 
their  ftrenuous  efforts  had  well  nigh  com  palled 
agamTthe  their  main  delign  of  excluding  ail  the  Quakers 
people  cal  called)  from  any  (hare  in  the  government  or 
legiflature,  and  fubjecting  them  entirely  to  their 
mercy.  Their  exaggerated  mif-flatement  of 
facls,  and  unjuft  reflections  upon  a  body  of  men 
who  had  deferred  better  of  Penfylvania,  than 
any  other,  had  met  with  eafy  'credit  by  many 
people  of  various  ranks  in  England,  and  filled 
them  with  violent  prepoffefiions  againft  the 
Quakers  and  their  principles  and  condudl:  not 
only  the  injudicious  part  of  the  people;  but 
men  of  abilities  and  men  in  power  had  been 
carried  away  with  the  ftream  of  popular  preju¬ 
dice,  and  fulfered  themfely.es  to  be  influenced 
by  the  prevailing  notion,  that  the  Quakers  muft 
be  removed  from  all  offices  of  government,  or 
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In  this  circumftance  of  affairs  the  meeting  for 
fufferings  in  London  underftanding  that  mea- 
t!ieir good  fures  were  in  agitation,  tending  to  deprive  their 
bTaTfof  in  Penfylvania  of  their  religious  rights 

ihe.r  ore-  and  privileges,  and  to  make  fome  material  al- 
tiiren  of  teratioiis  in  the  prefent  frame  of  government  in 

that 
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tnat  province;  from  that  fraternal  afleftion  and  c  h  a  p. 
fympathy  which  conneds  the  members  of  this  xm-  * 
fociety  as  brethren  all  the  world  over,  and  in^TfT" 
dil charge  of  the  trull  of  their  appointment,  J 
\\  men  is,  to  advife  and  interfere  in  every  good 
office  for  the  help  and  relief  of  their  friends 
under  fuiTering  in  general,  thought  it  their 
duty  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  prevent  the  de- 
fign  taking  effed. 

A  deputation  of  feveral  friends  was  aceord- 
ingly  appointed  to  wait  upon  a  nobleman  in  a 
high  llation,  in  order  to  reaueft  his  advice  and 
favourable  interpofition,  who  received  and  treat¬ 
ed  them  with  remarkable  kindnefs,  and  candid¬ 
ly  gave  them  his  advice,  and  promifed  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  prevent  matters  being  carried  to  ex¬ 
tremity  ,  the  purport  ot  fiis  advice  the  faid  de¬ 
puted  friends  delivered  to  the  meeting  in  their 
report,  as  follows. 

He  acquainted  friends  who  waited  on  him,  Advice 
that  he  dijeovered  a  general  and  liron°r  prenof- °’ven  a 
fion  excited  again!!  us  as  a  people,  both  here 
and  m  America,  chiefly  he  believed  from  the  ltation. 
repeated  accounts  tranlmitted  hither,  of  the  dif- 
trening  fituation  of  affairs  in  that  province,  which 
were  too  readily  credited  by  all  ranks,  and 
aicribed  to  the  principles  and  condudl  of  the 
fociety. 

That  even  thofe  in  eonfiderable  flations*  who 
had  been  our  firm  friends  on  various  occafions, 
now  feemed  to  be  fo  far  influenced,  as  to  be 
either  wavering  in  their  opinion  or  difpofed  to 
join  m  the  popular  cry  againfl  us;  and  that 
from  the  prefect  appearance  of  things,  fuch 
feemed  to  be  the  temper  of  many,  that  no  mea- 
fures  however  difadvantageous  to  us,  could  be 

I  i  2  offered 
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.  offered  to  either  houfe,  which  would  not  at 
leaft  meet  with  a  ftrenuous  fupport. 

Neverthelels  that  he  and  a  few  more  from  a 
thorough  knowledge  and  approbation  of  our 
principles  and  conduct  in  divers  particulars;  and 
from  a  confideration  of  the  injuftice  it  would  be, 
to  exclude  thofe  from  any  fhare  in  the  legifla- 
lure  of  a  province,  who  had  fo  highly  contribut¬ 
ed  to  its  prelent  value  and  reputation,  were  de- 
firous  that  we  ourfelves  if  poffible,  fhould  apply 
a  remedy,  rather  than  leave  it  to  be  done  by 
the  public,  who  from  the  difpofition  they  were 
in,  feemed  inclined  to  the  fevereft ;  a  claufe  for 
totally  excluding  our  friends  in  Penfylvania 
and  other  parts  of  America,  from  having  feats  in* 
any  provincial  alTembly,  by  impofmg  an  oath, 
having  actually  been  part  of  a  bill  now  before 
parliament,  that  as  the  majority  of  the  prefent 
alTembly  were  of  our  profellion,  who  from  their 
known  principles  could  not  contribute  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country,  now  grievoufly  haraiTed 
by  the  Indians  under  French  influence,  in  a 
manner  that  moll  people  here,  and  even  many 
in  Penfylvania,  thought  neceffary;  it  feemed  but 
common  juftice  in  our  friends  to  decline  accept¬ 
ing  a  trull,  which  under  the  prefent  circumllan- 
ces  they,  could  not  difeharge ;  and  therefore  ad- 
vifea  that  we  Ihould  ufe  our  utmoll  endeavours 
to  prevail  upon  them,  neither  to  offer  them- 
felves  as  candidates,  nor  accept  of  feats  in  the 
alTembly,  during  the  prefent  commotions  in 
America. 

That  if  we  could  give  any  reafonable  hopes 
this  advice  would  be  complied  with,  he  for  one 
would  endeavour  to  prevent  any  violent  mea- 
lures  from  being  taken  at  the  prefent. 

But, 
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But,  that  as  much  depended  on  this  compli-  chap. 
ance,  he  earneftly  recommended  we  fhould  not  xm 
trull  to  letters  only,  or  the  moll  preffing  advices,  , 
but  that  even  fome  proper  perfons  fnould  be  de¬ 
puted  to.  go  over  on  this  occafion. 

For  fhould  any  difafter  befal  the  province, 
and  our  friends  continue  to  fill  the  alfembly,  it 
would  redound  to  the  prejudice  of  the  foeiety 
in  general,  and  be  the  means,  perhaps, of  fubvert- 
ing  a  conllitution  under  which  the  province  had 
fo  happily  fiourifhed. 

He  farther  recommended  it  to  us,  to  wait 
upon  fome  other  principal  perfons  in  high  ftati- 
ons,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  them  to 
join  in  lufpending  the  refolutions  which  might 
have  been  formed  either  for  a  prefent  or  total 
exclufion. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  conferences  and  the 
foregoing  report,  a  letter  was  drawn  up  by  the 
meeting  for  fufferings  in  London,  addrelTed  to 
friends  of  the  quarterly  meeting  of  Philadelphia, 
and  other  quarterly  meetiugs  in  Penfylvania  - 
as  the  fubjedl  was  of  great  confequence,  not 
only  to  the  eafe  and  fafety  of  friends  there,  but 
to  refcue  the  foeiety  at  large  from  the  impref- 
ftons,  which  malignant  abuie  had  exerted  itfelf 
to  fix  unjullly  on  its  reputation,  and  as  the 
yearly  meeting  of  London  was  at  hand,  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  communicate  the  faid 
letter  and  the  occafion  thereof,  and  the  minutes 
of  their  meeting  to  the  faid  yearly  meeting,  that 
they  might  be  ilrengthened  by  the  concurrence 
and  approbation  of  the  body  in  their  collective  Meeting 
capacity.  The  minutes  and  proceedings  of  thefo^ln,-° 
meeting  for  fufferings  on  American  affairs  were  London" 

fully  wrUc  10 
J  friend*  in 
Pcilfylv4- 
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fully  approved ;  with  a  recdmmendation  to  them, 
to  continue  their  care  and  affiflanee  therein  as 
occaflon  might  require;  and  likewifeto  ufe  their 
endeavours  to  procure  two  fuitable  friends  to  go 
over,  in  purfuance  of  the  advice  given  them. 
The  draught  of  the  letter  was  all'o  read  in  the 
yearly  meeting,  and  approved. 

Two  friends  being  found,  who  from  a  perfua- 
fion  of  duty  were  willing  to  crcfs  the  leas  on 
this  occafion,  and  in  the  eftimation  of  their  bre¬ 
thren  were  well  qualified  for  the  fervice,  each  of 
them  having  travelled  through  the  province  on 
religious  vifits  and  were  generally  well  known  and 
efteemed  by  their  brethren  there,  viz.  John  Hunt 
of  London,  and  Chriftopher  Willon  of  Cumber¬ 
land  ;  they  accordingly  embarked  and  arrived 
at  Philadelphia,  in  the  early  part  of  the  tenth 
month  this  year,  meeting  with  a  cordial  recep¬ 
tion  from  friends  of  that  city,  .and  had  confer¬ 
ences  with  fuch  of  them  as  were  nominated  by 
their  late  yearly  meeting  to  compofe  a  part  of 
the  meeting  for  fufferings  agreed  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed,  to  whom  they  imparted  the  nature  of  the  in- 
tereftiug  bufinefs  upon  which  they  had  come 
over,  when  they  foon  perceived  it  l'o  uniformly 
coincided  with  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  the 
friends  in  thofe  provinces,  that  feveral  months 
previous  to  their  arrival,  fix  reprefencatives 
in  the  affembly  of  Penfylvania  v;ho  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  foeiety  called  Quakers,  defirous  to 
preferve  a  conduct  confident  with  their  peace¬ 
able  principles,  and  from  a  conviction  of  judg¬ 
ment  againft  complying  with  the  military  requi- 
fitions  warmly  urged  on  the  legiflature,  had  of 
their  own  accord  applied  to  the  houfe  for  liber¬ 
ty,  to  vacate  their  feats ;  and  after  confideration 

of 
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of  the  reafous  they  offered  for  fach  a  mea-c  h  a  p. 
fure,  their  requeft  was  granted,  a  new  election  _  , 

ordered,  and  other  perfons  not  of  their  religious  ,755. 
profeifion  Were  chofen  to  fupply  their  places; 
others  alfo  of  the  fame  fcciety  at  the  dole  of  the 
feffion  of  this  year,  refufed  to  be  continued  in 
that  Ifation.  See  page  51 1,  Appendix,  No.  I. 

William  Denny,  being  cominiflioned  to  fuc-Anewge* 
ceed  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  as  lieutenant  gov er-^°^' 
nor  of  Penfylvania  and  its  territories,  arrived  in  but  no 
Philadelphia,  in  the  8th  month,*  which  railed ^’™^crc°; 
the  hopes  of  the  people,  that  the  proprietaries  “ua 
feeing  the  ill  etfedfs  of  the  controverfies  which 
had  fublifted  were  become  difpofed  to  remove 
the  caufe  of  their  continuance ;  but  it  was 
foon  found  they  had  changed  their  deputy 
only,  and  not  their  mealures;  in  which  the 
afTembly  was  fo  confirmed  by  the  governor's 
firft  fpeech  on  public  bulinefs,  that  they  requeu¬ 
ed  him  to  lay  before  the  houfe  full  copies  of  fuch 
inftrudVions  given  him  by  the  proprietaries  as 
related  to  money  bills  of  any  kind,  with  the  pre¬ 
ambles  or  other  parts  that  contained  the  reafons 
of  fuch  inftru&ions,  with  which  requefl  he  com¬ 
plied,  and  they  evinced  rather  an  increale  than  i 
a  relaxation  of  the  relfrictions  heretofore  given ; 
and  the  governor  having  made  a  demand  of 
money  for  the  defence  of  the  province,  the 
houfe  framed  a  bill  for  granting  for  the  king’s 
ule,  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  railed  by  an 

*  Previous  to  his  leaving  London,  a  committee  of 
the  meeting  for  fufferings  there  was  deputed  to  wait 
on  him  (as  had  been  ufual  on  the  like  occafion)  and 
requeft  his  favourable  regard  to  friends  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  and  he  gave  allurance  of  his  amicable  diipoii- 
tion  towards  them. 
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chap,  excife  on  fpirituous  liquors,  which  was  prefent- 
,  XI11‘  ,ed  to  the  governor  for  his  affent  who  after  mak- 
1756.  ing  many  objections  which  occafioned  fome  al¬ 
tercations  between  them,  he  at  length  abfolute- 
ly  refufed  to  enadt,  whereupon  the  houfe  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  reply  to  his 
objections,  on  confideration  of  whofe  report  it 

The aflem- was - Refolved — that  the  faid  proprietary 

thatetheVe  inftrudtions  are  arbitrary,  and  unjuft;  an  in- 
proprieta-  fradlion  of  the  charter ;  a  total  lubverfion  of  the 
^*“'aftr'euc’ conftitution,  and  a  manifeft  violation  of  their 
an  mfrac  rights  as  freeborn  fubjedts  of  England.* 
ch°arterfthe  The  annua^  ele&ion  of  reprefentatives  through¬ 
out  the  province  for  the  prefent  year,  having 
lately  paft,  and  the  day  appointed  by  charter 
for  their  convening  being  near  at  hand,  confer¬ 
ences  were  obtained  with  thofe  members  called 
Quakers  who  had  been  re-eledled,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  four  of  them,  convinced  of  the 
propriety  of  the  proceedings  of  our  brethren  in 
Great  Britain,  agreed  .to  decline  taking  their 
feats  and  the  qualifications  ufually  fubferibed  ; 
their  reafons  for  which  were  fet  forth  in  a 
writing  diredled  to  the  fpeaker  and  houfe  of  af- 
fembly,  where  their  requeft  was  confidered,  and 
allowed,  a  new  election  immediately  ordered 
and  four  others  of  different  religious  denomina- 
But  one-  tions  legally  chofen  in  their  ftead ;  fo  that  now 
tlftrd  7Qhe°f  thirty  fix  members  of  which  the  wfoole  houfe 
under  the  confifted,  there  wTere  not  more  than  twelve 
nam« of  under  the  character  of  Quakers,  and  divers  of 
'~a  er' "  them  were  not  acknowdedged  members  of  that 
focietv. 

J 


*  Votes  of  Afiembly,  vol.  iv.  page  360. 
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The  feveral  quarterly  meetings  in  the  two  c  ^  a  p. 

provinces,  appointed  their  repreientatives,  pur-  v _ _  1.  : 

luaut  to  the  directions  of  the  late  yearly  meet-  1756. 
ing,and  thenrit  meeting  for  fufferings  for  Penfyl- 
vania,  and  New-Jerfey,  was  held  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  the  nth  of  the  12th  month  of  this  year; 
at  which  the  before  mentioned  deputies  from 
friends  in  England,  attending  laid  before  the 
meeting  feveral  papers  and  two  letters  they 
had  brought  with  them,  relating  to  the  bufinefs 
of  their  deputation. 

The  inimical  difpofition  which  had  been  fo  1757. 
e  rneftly  and  undefervedly  raifed  againft  friends 
in  Penfylvania,  manifefted  itfelf  not  only  in 
endeavours  to  deprive  them  of  their  power  and 
influence  there,  but  extended  itlelf  into  the 
government  of  the  three  lower  counties  on  De¬ 
laware,  where  the  militia-law  had  been  enadted, 
and  was  executed  with  great  rigour  and  oppref- 
flon  on  the  members  of  this  fociety,  by  luch 
exorbitant  exadtions  that  in  fome  inuances  under  the 
they  amounted  to  tenfold  the  fum  impofed  by^‘lltia‘ 
law,  which  rendered  it  neeeffary  to  reprefent 
the  grievance  to  the  governor  by  an  addrels  on 
the  occafion. 

The  proprietaries  and  their  adherents  hadThe  peo- 
gained  little  or  nothing  by  their  exertions  to  re.  Pleaivlded 
move  the  Quakers  (lo  called)  out  of  the  provm-  between 
cial  aflTembly,  for  their  fucceflfors  oppofed  themthcPr0; 
and  their  meafures,  even  more  vehemently,  foandthe 
that  by  this  time  diflenfions  between  them  hadaircmbl>’- 
rifen  to  a  very  ferious  height;  the  aflembly 
having  come  to  a  refolution  to  fend  an  agent  to 
London,  to  remonftrate  to  the  government  there 
againft  the  proprietaries  inftrudlions  to  their  go¬ 
vernors,  which  were  apprehended  to  be  fubver- 
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chap,  five  of  the  effential  rights  of  the  people.  In 
X1IL  this  circumftance  the  people  called  Quakers, 
,7S7  though  much  mifreprefeuted  by  afperfions  and 
TheQaak-groundiefs  furmifes  to  the  proprietors,  who  were 
kd/advff-  t0°  eafily  prejudiced  thereby,  in  conformity  to 
ed  to  avoid  their  pacific  principles,  thought  it  their  duty  to 
with^a  -  cauti°u  their  friends  againlt  mixing  with  the 
ties.  contending  parties,  fo  as  to  fuffer  their  minds  to 
be  agitated  with  the  prevailing  heats  and  animo- 
fities.  The  meeting  for  fufferings  alfo  appoint¬ 
ed  a  committee  to  labour  to  promote  an  amica¬ 
ble  adjuftmentof  their  differences.  A  conduct 
highly  becoming  their  chriftian  profeffion  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  do  good  for  evil,  and  very  diffe¬ 
rent  from  the  malevolent  party  fpirit  of  their 
adverfaries. 

Yet  think  Notwithftanding  which,  friends  thought  they 
reatonYcf  had  ftill  reafon  to  complain  of  the  averfenefs  of 
be  diffatif-  the  proprietaries  to  attend  to  their  remonftrance ; 
fhedpTo-h  aQh  in  their  opinion  to  their  oven  true  interefts, 
priecaries.  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  people,  in  not  ufing  feafona- 
ble  endeavours  to  check  the  encroachments  on 
the  fundamental  principles  of  their  conftitution • 
and  that  they  declined  to  return  a  fatisfa&ory 
anfwer  to  their  adarefs,  and  were  quite  filent  as 
to  their  refolution  of  preferving  to  the  provinci¬ 
als  their  fundamental  privilege  of  liberty  of  con- 
feience:  the  anfwer  they  returned  appeared 
merely  evafive,  and  defigned  to  avoid  a  plain 
and  candid  reply  to  their  requeft.  Thefe  pro¬ 
prietaries  inftead  of  imitating  the  example  of 
their  honourable  father,  in  ftudying  the  w  elfare 
of  the  people,  and  cultivating  a  good  under- 
ftanding  with  and  amongft  them,  by  juft  and  ge¬ 
nerous  meafures,feem  rather  after  the  example  of 
too  many  in  power,  to  ufe  the  power  they  were 
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inverted  with  to  grafp  at  more,  without  a  due  con-  chap. 
federation  of  the  obligation  they  were  under  to 
thole  men,  who,  by  the  equity  of  their  adminif-  ,^57. 
tration,  their  induftry,  and  their  virtue  had  prin¬ 
cipally  contributed  to  the  late  profperous  Hate 
of  the  province,  whereby  the  value  of  their  ef- 
tate  was  greatly  inereafed. 

The  principal  fubje&of  mifunderflanding  be-  Proprieta- 
tween  the  prefent  affembly  and  the  proprietary 
governors,  was  concerning  the  public  taxation,  eftates  be 
The  latter  in  their  fpeeches  were  continually  taied* 
urging  the  affembly  to  raife  money  for  military 
preparations,  and  building  forts  for  the  defence 
of  the  province,  wrhich  the  prefent  affembly  or 
the  majority  of  them,  having  no  confcientious 
fcruple  againft,  were  not  averie  to  grant ;  and  in 
order  to  raife  an  adequate  fum,  had  recourfe  to 
a  land  tax,  and  in  drawing  up  the  bills  they 
taxed  the  proprietary  eflate,  as  thinking  it  rea- 
fonable  that  they  who  had  the  greateff  proper¬ 
ty  to  be  defended,  fhould  bear  their  fhare  of  the 
charge.  The  governor  therefore  in  purfuance 
of  his  inflruftions,  w'hereby  the  proprietaries 
claimed  an  exemption  from  the  tax,  and  alfo  a 
controuling  power  in  the  difpofing  of  the  money 
raifed,  refufed  his  affent  to  the  money  bills. 

Both  fides  perfevered  in  fupportir.g  their  con- 
tradidlory  fentiment,  without  yielding ;  mutual 
accufations,  and  remonltrances  widened  the 
breach  ;  the  frontier  fettlements  Hill  remained 
expofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the  Indians,  and 
the  people  were  divided  in  attachment  to  one 
fide  or  the  other,  hence  arole  thofe  party  beats 
and  animofhies,  which  this  fociety  were  con¬ 
cerned  to  caution  their  members  againfl  inter¬ 
meddling  in.  4 
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chap.  The  afifembly  of  Penfylvania  at  the  fame  time 
.  ‘  .  having  under  ccnfideration  a  law  for  eftablifhing 

1757.  a  militia  in  that  province,  the  meeting  for  fuffer- 
ings  at  Philadelphia  interpofed  in  behalf  of 
friends,  by  an  addrels  to  the  afiembly,  in  which 
they  again  recite  the  3  5th  fe&ion  of  laws,  and 
the  firfl  claufe  of  the  charter  of  privileges, 
whereby  it  appears  that  laws  requiring  under 
pains  and  penalties,  fervices  of  friends  incompa¬ 
tible  with  their  well-known  chriflian  principles, 
are  direct  infractions  of  that  religious  liberty 
which  was  the  molt  effential  condition  of  fettle- 
ment ;  and  therefore  they  requeft  that  the  affem- 
bly  would  make  fuch  provifion  therein  that  the 
liberty  of  confcience  heretofore  enjoyed,  and  fo 
folemnly  and  repeatedly  granted  by  the  char¬ 
ter  may  not  in  any  refpeci  be  infringed  or 
violated. 
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CHAP  XIV. 


Pensylvania  continued. 


A  Proclamation  publifhed  for  a  public  Fajl. — Rea* 
fons  for  not  obferving  it. — Necefjity  for  a  Re 
conciliation  with  the  Indians  not  early  enough 
attended  to. — Subfcription  and  Afjociation  for 
preferving  Peace  with  them. — Government  of 
Penfylvania  treat  with  the  Indians,  at  Eajion . 
— Some  Friends  think  it  kef  to  attend  though 
difcouraged  by  the  Governor. — Trujhes  of  the 
Friendly  Affociation  addrefs  the  Governor  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  Condufi. — Fhe  Governor  tranf- 
mits  to  England  a  Report  of  a  Commmittee , 
which  cafs  the  Blame  on  Friends. — An  intend¬ 
ed  T heatre  prohibited  by  the  A jjembly . 


I  N  the  fixth  month,  this  year,  a  proclamation 
was  publifhed,  appointing  a  day  to  be  obferved 
for  a  public  fall,  a  manifeft  evidence  that  the 
people  called  Quakers  had  little  influence  in  the 
government ;  yet  being  ftill  difpofcd  both  to 
avoid  occahons  of  juft  offence,  or  decline  com¬ 
plying  with  the  ordinances  of  the  prelent  rulers 
without  rendering  a  reafon,  and  to  inform  the 
public  in  general  concerning  their  principle  re- 
lpedting  ordinances  of  this  nature,  a  committee 
by  appointment  of  the  meeting  for  fufferings 
had  a  conference  with  the  governor  and  the 
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c  h  a  p.  mayor  of  the  city,  to  whom  they  gave  their  rea- 

XIV' _ ,  fons  for  not  complying  with  obfervaiions  en- 

i757.  joined  by  human  authority.  That  meeting 
alfo  publifhed  an  apology  in  juftificaiion  of  the 
practice  of  friends,  and  in  lupport  of  their  chrif- 
tiau  teftimony  againft  complying  with  human  in¬ 
junctions  in  matters  relative  to  the  worfhip  of 
God,  viz. 

An  Apology  for  the  People  called  Quakers, 
containing  fome  Reafons,  for  their  not  com¬ 
plying  with  human  Injun&ions  and  Inftimtions 
in  Matters  relative  to  the  Worfhip  of  God. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  province  of  Penfyl- 
vania  was  firft  fettled  by  a  number  of  pious,  fo- 
ber  and  fubltantial  people  (moftly)  members  of 
the  religious  fociety  called  Quakers,  who  had 
many  years  fuffered  grievous  perfecutions  in 
their  native  country,  for  their  faithful  confcien- 
tious  teflimony  again!!  complying  with  human 
inftitutions  and  injunctions  in  matters  of  faith 
and  worfhip. 

That  by  their  patience  and  meeknefs  in  fuf- 
ferings,  and  their  integrity,  fobriety  and  honefty 
in  the  courfe  of  their  conducf,  they  clearly  ap¬ 
proved  themfelves  to  be  the  fincere  followers 
and  difciples  of  Chrift,  and  were  by  royal  autho¬ 
rity  entrufted  with  many  valuable  and  extenfive 
rights  and  privileges,  to  be  enjoyed  with  the 
propercy  they  had  purchafed  in  thefoil  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  which  induced  them,  without  any  ex- 
penfe  to  the  government,  to  crofs  the  feas,  and 
fettle  and  improve  it,  though  at  that  time  a  wil- 
dernefs;  and  by  the  35th  feftion  of  the  firft 
laws  made  under  the  royal  charter,  the  moft 
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clear  and  determinate  affurance  was  made  to  c  h  a  p. 
them  and  their  fucce{fors,that  “  fo  long  as  they  XIV> 

“  lived  peaceably  and  juftly  under  the  civil 
“  government,  they  fhould  in  no  ways  be  moleft- 
“  ed  or  prejudiced  for  their  religious  perfua- 
“  fion  or  practice,  nor  be  compelled  at  any 
“  time  to  frequent  or  maintain  any  religious 
“  worfhip,  place  or  miniftry  contrary  to  their  * 

“  religious  perfualion.  Thefe  privileges  were 
confirmed  by  our  worthy  firft  proprietor  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn,  by  the  8th  article  of  the  prefent 
charter  of  privileges  granted  by  him  in  thefe 
words.  “  But  becaufe  the  happinefs  of  man- 
“  kind  depends  fo  much  upon  the  enjoyment 
“  of  liberty  of  their  coufciences,  as  aforelaid,  I 
“  do  hereby  folemnly  declare,  promil’e  and 
“  grant  for  me,  my  heirs  and  afugns,  that  the 
cc  firft  article  of  this  charter  relating  to  liberty 
“  of  confcience,  and  every  part  and  claufe  there- 
“  in,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
“  thereof,  fhall  be  kept  and  remain  without  any 
“  alteration  inviolably  for  ever.” 

From  the  firft  fettlement  of  this  province,  till 
within  a  few  years  paft,  the  adminiftration  of  the 
laws  was  committed  chiefly  to  men  of  the  fame 
principles  with  the  firft  fettlers,  and  by  the  di¬ 
vine  blefling  on  their  religious  concern  for  the 
prefent  and  future  profperity  and  happinefs  of 
the  people,  virtue  and  true  religion  were  promot¬ 
ed  and  encouraged,  vice  and  irreligion  were  dis¬ 
couraged,  peace,  tranquillity  and  plenty  remain¬ 
ed  in  the  land  ;  and  the  enjoyment  of  religious 
and  civil  liberty  was  inviolably  preferved. 

W  e  profels,  and  acknowledge  the  fame  religi¬ 
ous  principles  our  predecefTors  publifhed  to  the 
world,  and  imee  by  the  permiliion  cf  infinite 
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chap,  wifdom,  the  peace  of  this  province  hath  been  in- 
.  '  .  terrupted,  and  the  defolatiug  calamities  of  war 

1757.  experienced  by  our  diltrelfed  fellow  fabjcCts  on 
the  frontier  fettlements,  we  have  been  affection¬ 
ately  concerned  in  true  fympathy,  freely  con¬ 
tributed  towards  their  relief;  and  often  been 
engaged  both  in  public  and  private,  to  put  up 
our  lupplications  to  Almighty  God  on  their  be¬ 
half  ;  and  by  the  conliaiunencr  of  our  conduct, 
manifelted  that  to  fear  God,  honour  the  king, 
and  promote  peace  and  piety  among  men  are 
acknowledged  by  us  indifpeulable  duties ;  yet 
ever  lince  we  were  a  people  we  have  had  a  tef- 
timony  againft  meer  formality  and  human  in¬ 
junctions  in  matters  of  religion  and  the  worlhip 
of  God;  and  being  taught  by  the  precepts  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  teftimonies  of  his 
Apoftles,  and  our  own  experience,  that  the  wor- 
fhip  and  prayer  which  God  will  accept,  can 
only  be  performed  and  offered  by  the  immedi¬ 
ate  ailiftance  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  we  are  confci- 
entioufly  concerned  to  maintain  our  religious 
diffent  from  formal  and  ceremonious  injuncti¬ 
ons;  by  which  let  forms  or  times  are  appointed 
F.  How-  in  man’s  will  for  divine  worihip ,  ‘f  For  though 
page*4so!’<c  the  Jews  iQ  tbe  firft  covenant  had  many  fails 
‘c  and  feails,  and  holy-days,  as  the  feails  of  the 
cc  new  moan,  and  paffover,  and  feails  of  unlea- 
“  vened  bread,  Pentec.oll,  the  feafts  of  taberna- 
“  cles,  and  the  feails  of  dedication,  which  are 
“  largely  Ihewed  in  the  books  of  Mofes,”  yet 
even  in  that  time  when  the  obfervatiou  of  falls 
and  appointed  days  was  thus  enjoined,  the  Lord 
ifaiah,  i,  by  the  prophet  declared,  he  was  weary  to  hear 
10  co  their  appointed  feafts,  that  their  folemn  meeting 
was  iniquity,  becaufe  for  want  of  a  proper  difpo- 
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fition  of  heart  to  feek  and  ferve  him,  their  hearts  chap. 
remained  polluted.  Ye  ft:all  not  faft  as  ye  do  this 

day,  to  make  your  voice,  to  be  heard  on  high.  Is  it  17157. 
fuch  a  faft  that  I  have  chofen ,  a  day  for  a  man  to  tfeiah, 
ajjiitt  his  foil'll  Is  it  to  bow  down  his  head  as  a  ft11'  4' t0 
Imlruftj,  and  to  fpread  fackcloth  and  ajhes  under 
lum  ?  Wilt  thou  call  this  a  fafl  and,  an  acceptable 
day  to  the  Lord  ?  Is  not  this  the  faft  that  1  have  chofen, 
to  loofe  the  bands  of  wickednejs,  to  undo  the  heavy 
burdens,  and  to  let  the  opprejjed go  free,  and  that 
ye  break  every  yoke  ?  Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to 
the  hungry,  and  that  thou  bring  the  poor  that  are 
cajl  out,  to  thy  houfe ;  when  thou  fee  ft  the  naked, 
that  ihou'cover  him,  and  that  thou  hide  not  thyfelf 
from  thine  wvmfejh,  then  fhalt  thou  call,  and  the. 

Lord Jhall  anfwer ;  thou  Jhalt  cry,  and  he  Jhall  fay, 
here  I  am.  From  which  it  appears  that  even, 
when  public  fails  were  obferved  bv  divine  ap¬ 
pointment,  yet  the  Lord  declared  his  dilappro- 
bation  of  them,  when  the  obfervers  thereof 
did  not  manifeit  their  fincerity  by  fuitable 
fruits  of  repentance  and  amendment  of  life.  But 
we  dare  not  comply  with  injunctions  of  that 
kind,  as  the  difpeni’ation  in  which  thole  out¬ 
ward  obfervations  were  enjoined,  is  nowceaied. 

Chrift  our  holy  head  and  high  prieil,  who  is  the 
fubilanee  of  that  which  was  pointed  to  and 
hoped  for,  enjoins  his  followers  the  observance 
of  a  daily  univerl'al  fall.  A  fall  from  every 
thing  which  has  not  a  tendency  to  purify  and 
perfeCl  the  lbul,  and  render  it  more  and  more  fit 
to  become  the  tabernacle' of  the  Holy  Gholl. 

He  politively  requires  of  his  difciples  and  fol¬ 
lowers,  that  they  deny  themfelves,  take  up  their 
crofs  and  follow  him,  and  that  they  watch  and  pray  (Z  *' 
always,  that  they  may  be  accounted  worthy  to  (land 
•  Vo L.  IV.  K  k  before 
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c  H  A  p. before  him.  That  in  the  primitive  churches  they 
>  X1V-  law  an  end  of  thefe  (hadows  of  things  to  come, 
j  7 5 7 .  aud  vi  ere  brought  to  him,  the  fubftance,  in 
whom  all  i;gures  and  fhadovvs  do  end,  is  inam- 
felt  from  the  repeated  exprefbons  of  the  apofile 
Paul,  Lor  Chrf  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  nghte- 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth ,  Rom.  x.  4. 
But  now  hat  a  he  obtained  a  more  excellent  minijlrv , 
by  how  much  aljo  he  is  the  mediator  of  a  better 
covenant ,  which  was  ejiablijhed  upon  better  pro- 
mifes.  Heb.  viii.  6.  But  now  after  that  ye  have 
known  God,  or  rather  are  known  of  God,  hoiv  turn 
ye  again  to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements ,  where- 
nnto  ye  defire  again  to  be  in  bondage.  Te  obferve 
days  and  months  and  times  and  years,  I  am  afraid 
oj  you,  left  I  have  beftowed  upon  you  labour  in 
vain.  Gal.  iv.  9.  to  11.  One  man  efleemeth  one 
day  above  another ;  another  efleemeth  every  day 
alike.  He  that  regardeth  the  day,  regardeth  it  unto 
the  Lord,  and  he  that  regardeth  not  the  day,  to  the 
Lord  he  doth  not  regard  it.  Let  us  not  therefore 
judge  one  another  any  more,  but  judge  this  rather, 
tna.t  no  man  put  a  fumbling  block ,  or  an  occafion  to 
fall,  in  his  brother's  way.  Rom.  xiv.  5,  6,  and  13. 
Let  no  man  therefore  judge  you  in  meat  or  drink,  or 
m  ref  fed  of  an  holy '-day,  or  of  the  new  moon,  or  of 
the  fabbath  days,  which  are  a  fhadow  of  things  to 
.  come,  but  the  body  is  of  Chnft.  Col.  ii.  i6~ and 
17 And  we  apprehend  that  the  practice’ and 
tellimony  of  our  forefathers  is  truly  confident 
therewith,  as  will  appear  on  a  perufal  of  their 
writings,  and  particularly  thofe  of  our  worthy 
friends  William  Penn  and  Robert  Barclay. 
w;P-r  We  cannot,  in  confidence  to  God,  obferve 
2.  p.  375*  “  holy- 
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C£  holy-days  (fo  called)  the  public  falls  and  chap. 
**  fealts,  becaufe  of  their  human  inftitution  and  XIV- 
“  ordination,  and  that  they  have  no  divine  war- 
££  rant,  but  are  appointed  in  the  will  of  man.”  R.Bar- 
“  Even  as  we  have  fuffered  much  in  our  native  ?!ay’5  ap0‘ 

io°y,  pHge 

“  county,  becaufe  we  neither  could  ourfelves  ,65.’ 

“  bear  arms  nor  fend  others  in  our  place,  nor 
££  give  our  money  for  the  buying  of  drums, 

“  ltandards,  and  other  military  attire  ;  and  laft- 
“  ly,  becaufe  we  could  not  hold  our  doors, 

“  windows,  and  lhops,  clofe  for  confeience  fake, 
cc  upon  fuch  days  as  fafts  and  prayers  were  ap- 
“  pointed,  for  to  defire  a  blefiing  upon,  and  fuc- 
C£  cels  for  the  arms  of  the  kingdom  or  common 
“  wealth,  under  which  we  live,  neither  give 
“  thanks  for  the  victories  acquired  by  the  effu- 
“  fion  of  much  blood,  by  which  forcing  of  the 
“  confidence,  they  would  have  conftrained  our 
“  brethren,  living  in  divers  kingdoms,  at  war 
“  together,  to  have  implored  our  God  for  con- 
“  trary  and  contradictory  things,  and  confie- 
,c  quently  impoffible ;  for  it  is  impoffible,  that 
<£  two  parties  fighting  together,  fhould  both  ob- 
c£  tain  the  victory;  and  becaufe  we  cannot  con- 
<£  cur  with  them  in  this  confufion,  therefore  we 
“  are  fubjcdl  to  perfiecution.  Yea  and  others, 

“  who  with  us  do  witnefs,  that  the  ufe  of  arms 
££  is  unlawful  to  chriftians,  do  look  afiquint 
££  upon  us  :  but  which  of  us  two  do  moll  faith- 
£C  fully  obferve  this  teftimony  againft  arms? 

££  either  they,  who  at  certain  times  at  the  magif- 
“  trates  order,  do  clofe  up  their  fltops  and  heuf- 
“  es,  and  meet  in  their  affemblies,  praying  for 
££  the  profperity  of  their  arms,  or  giving  thanks 
“  for  fome  victory  or  other,  whereby  they  make 
“  themfelves  like  to  thofe  that  approve  wars 
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c  h  a  p.  “  and  fighting:  or  we,  which  cannot  do  thefe 
X1V-  “  things  for  the  fame  caufe  of  confidence,  left 
tc  we  fhould  deltroy  by  our  works,  what  we  ef- 
'  “  tablifh  in  words?  we  fhall  leave  to  the  judg- 

“  rnent  of  all  prudent  men.” 

And  as  we  can  appeal  to  the  fearcher  of 
hearts  that  our  teftimony  herein  proceeds  from 
inward  conviction  and  a  principle  of  confidence, 
and  not  from  perverfenefis,  obftinacy  or  difire - 
fipecl  to  our  fuperiors,  we  hope  the  moft  charita¬ 
ble  and  chriftian  conftruction  will  be  put  upon 
our  condudt,  in  thus  diftenting  from  the  practice 
of  other  profeffors  of  chriftianity:  for  though 
we  think  ourfelyes  well  warranted  in  adhering 
to  the  precepts  of  our  Lord  Jefius  Chrift  who  en¬ 
joined  his  followers,  that  when  they  fojled  they 
Matth  .vi .Jhould  not  appear  unto  men  to  jajl,  hut  unto  their 
l8‘  Father  who  feeth  in  fecret ;  neverthelefs  it  is  far 
from  us  to  cenfure  or  condemn  fuch  who  lincere- 
ly  eileem  it  their  duty  to  obferve-in  humility  of 
foul,  days  and  times  of  falling  and  prayer. 
Our  intention  and  defire  is  to  preferve  our  pri¬ 
vileges  both  religious  and  civil,  and  to  maintain 
that  liberty  of  confidence  we  are  entitled  to  by 
the  laws  of  this  province.  Confidence  is  God’s 
prerogative,  he  is  the  fupreme  Lord,  Judge,  and 
vV.  Penn’s  Guide  thereof.  “  Nor  are  we  fo  ignorant  as  to 
works, voi. cc  think  it  is  within  the  reach  of  human  power 
1  p-  -*45-  cc  tQ  fetter  confidence  or  to  reftrain  its  liberty 
“  ftridly  taken ;  but  the  plain  Englifh  of  liber- 
C£  ty  of  confidence  we  would  be  underftood  to 
“  mean  is  this,  namely,  the  free  and  uninter- 
cc  rupted  exercifieof  our  confidences  in  that  way 
cc  of  worlhip,  we  are  moft  clearly  perfiuaded 
“  God  requires  us  to  ferve  him  in  (without  en- 
“  d angering  our  undoubted  birthright  of  Ln?. 

<c  lifh 
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“  lifh  freedom)  which  being  matter  of  faith,  we  chap. 
“  fin  if  we  omit,  and  they  cannot  do  lei's,  that  xn‘ 

“  fhall  endeavour  it.” 

We  have  ever  believed  that  it  is  by  the  light 
or  gift  of  God  that  all  true  knowledge  in  things 
fpiritual  is  received  and  revealed,  and  as  the 
fame  is  manifefted  and  received  in  the  heart,  by 
the  ftrength  and  power  thereof,  all  true  believ¬ 
ers,  inChrift,  come  to  the  clear  and  diilincl  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  duty;  and  will  be  taught  thereby 
when  to  fail,  and  what  to  pray  for  as  they 
ought :  and  as  prayer  is  the  moil  awful  and  fo- 
lemn  part  of  religious  worfhip,  we  eileem  it  our 
duty  to  wait  for  divine  light  and  underftanding, 
that  we  may  know  the  will  of  God,  otherwife 
we  may  aik  amifs  and  not  receive,  and  by  ojfer- 
ing  the  facrifce  of  fools ,  do  evil. 

The  moll  eminent  and  experienced  chriftians 
declared,  they,  knew  not  how  to  pray  or  what  to  ^om- vm* 
pray  for  as  they  ought,  but  as  the  fpirit  itfelj  ~ 
helped  their  infirmities  with  fghs  and groanings ,  &c. 

And  they  were  to  pray  with  the  fpirit  and  with  the  J  ,Cor' XIV' 
underjlanding.  Surely  then  not  in  the  will  of  man,  5 
nor  becaufe  he  appoints  ?  Every  thing  we  pray 
for  Ihould  be  in  the  name  or  power  of  Jefus,  and 
according  to  the  will  of  God,  who  knows  bell 
what  is  moll  proper  and  convenient  for  us,  and 
will  tend  molt  to  his  glory  and  the  good  of  his 
creatures.  And  who  can  lay  that  adverfity  and 
afflidtions  may  not  be  produdtive  of  real  good, 
and  a  means  of  bringing  many  to  feek  the  Lord, 
who  in  a  time  of  eale  and  profperity  forgot  and 
departed  from  him.  For  we  have  great  reafon 
to  acknowledge  that  the  jult  judgments  of  the 
Lord  are  now  in  the  land,  and  that  there  is  caufe 
for  deep  penitential  humility  and  mourning  be¬ 
fore  him,  that  thefe  judgments  may  be  removed 
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c  h  a  p.from  us;  and  if  the  people  will  make  a  light 
XIV>  improvement  of  them,  and  every  particular  per- 
i757  foa  reform  one,  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  every 
one  under  the  operation  and  influence  of  divine 
grace  to  do;  this  will  be  an  acceptable  fall  to 
the  Lord:  to  fall  from  pride,  flrife,  contention, 
unnatural  heats,  broils,  animofities,  blood  ;  from 
luxury,  wantonnefs,revellings,  drunkennefs,  pro- 
fanenels,  impiety,  covetoufnefs,  deceit, fiaud, in¬ 
fidelity,  and  all  manner  of  evil ;  then  might  we 
have  fome  well  grounded  reafon  to  hope  that  the 
fcourge  which  hangs  over  us  will  in  due  time  be 
removed  and  we  again  be  faxoured  with  days 
of  peace  and  tranquillity. 

There  are  fome  yet  living  in  this  country, 
who  are  witneffes  that  lo  long  as  the  people 
lived  in  the  fear  of  God,  walked  in  humility  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  kept  his  holy  law  and  command¬ 
ments,  it  went  well  with  them  and  with  their  chil¬ 
dren  ;  the  land  rejoiced,  the  blefling  of  the 
Moll  High  was  known,  and  his  powerful  and 
protecting  providence  remarkably  confpicuous; 
for  though  we  had  no  outward  barrier,  the 
fword  was  not  permitted  to  enter  within  our 
border,  but  the  l'alvation  of  the  Lord  was  a  de¬ 
fence  round  about:  but  now  blood  has  been 
fpilt  and  the  land  is  polluted  therewith,  and  the 
found  of  war  is  heard.  Oh !  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  may  conflder  thefe  things  and  lay  them  to 
heart,  before  it  be  too  late,  and  cry  mightily  to 
the  Lord  cur  God,  turning  to  him  with  all  our 
Prov.  xvi.  hearts  and  imploring  his  afliftance,  who,  if  our 
7-  ways  pleafe  him,  can  arife  for  our  deliver¬ 

ance  and  caufe  our  enemies  to  be  at  peace 
with  us. 


Signed 
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Signed  on  behalf  and  by  appointment  of  c  h  a  p. 
our  laid  meeting  for  bufferings,  held  at  Phi-  X1^  ( 
ladelphia,  the  29th  of  the  6th  month,  1757,  by 
James  Pemberton,  Clerk. 

But  although  the  members  of  this  fociety 
could  not  confidently  join  in  obferving  lueh  a 
fall,  they  were  fenfibly  affedled  on  account 
of  the  calamitous  Hate  of  the  province,  and  the 
general  difregard  to  religion  and  rectitude  of 
conduct  prevailing  among!!  the  inhabitants, 
which  they  confidered  as  the  principal  caufe 
thereof;  and  notwithftanding  they  were  now 
mollly  excluded  from  places  of  trud  or  power 
in  the  government,  and  by  their  chridian  prin¬ 
ciples  averfe  to  the  Ihedding  of  blood ;  yet  they 
exerted  themfelves  from  the  fird,  not  without 
fome  degree  of  fuccefs,  to  bring  about  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  the  natives,  in  a  manner  con¬ 
fident  with  their  principles.  Soon  after  the  fird 
invalion  of  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  by  the  Indi¬ 
ans  in  the  French  intered,  divers  of  this  religi¬ 
ous  fociety  were  led  to  turn  their  thoughts  to 
thole  Indians  who  had  been  their  old  friends 
and  neighbours,  and  to  eonbder  whether  they 
and  the  government  had  fully  demeaned  them- 
felves  towards  them  with  fidelity  and  jullice. 

A  little  refledlion  convinced  them  there  had  been 
a  deficiency.  Some  in  their  private  capacity 
were  willing  to  promote  a  good  underdandiug 
with  them,  by  giving  them  a  tedimony  of  their 
friendly  regard  :  others  of  them  ufed  endea¬ 
vours  to  prevail  with  the  government  (as  more^ecefTltv 
effectual)  to  enter  into  conciliating  mealures  fora recon. 
with  them;  but  the  propofal  was  not  duly  re-  ^'th'ihe 
garded,  till  the  didrelled  date  of  the  province  Indians. 
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C  xi A  brought  many  to  more  ferious  confiderations, 

.  _ ,and  convinced  them  that  fuch  ineafures  were 

1757.  expedient  and  even  neceffary. 

The  friends  who  were  principally  active  in 
promoting  thefe  meafures,  informed  the  enfuing 
yearly  meeting  of  their  proceedings,  which  were 
approved,  and  friends  in  general  recommended 
to  affift  in  promoting  fo  good  and  neceffary  an 
undertaking  :  but  this  being  bufi riel’s  of  a  civil 
nature,  the  meeting  did  not  think  it  properly  be¬ 
longed  to  them,  as  a  religious  body,  to  inter- 
Affocia-  fere  further  therein.  Many  friends  and  others 
yon  and  promoted  a  friendly  affociation  for  railing  and 
on  for  pre- applying  a  fum  of  money  for  forwarding  and 
fervmg  prel’erving  a  peace  with  the  Indians,  a  liberal 
them.  fubfcription  being  made  by  them  the  applicati¬ 
on  whereof,  produced  a  falutary  effect.* 

In 


*  The  friendly  affociation.  was'firft  promoted  in 
the  1  ith  month,  1756,  and  continued  to  the  19th  of 
4th  month,  1763  during  which  time  committees 
were  annually  elected  by  the  fubfcribers,  who  met  on 
the  19th  of  4th  month,  in  each  year,  to  receive  from 
the  faid  committee  an  account  of  their  tranfaftions, 
and  expenditure  of  the  money  raifed,  which  amounted 
to  4004/.  1/.  6d.  which  was  chiefly  laid  out  in  prefents 
to  the  Indians  and  delivered  to  them  at  the  public 
treaties  either  by  the  governors  of  the  province,  Mor¬ 
ris  and  Denny,  on  behalf  of  the  fubfcribers,  or  by  the 
permiflion  or  knowledge  of  the  faid  governors,  as  well 
to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  Indians  as  to  encourage 
them  to  feek  out  and  releafe  the  captives  remaining 
among  them.  430/.  part  of  the  above  fum  was  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  Menonifts,  who  entrufted  it  to  the 
care  of  the  faid  affociation,  and  belides  the  above  con¬ 
tributions  the  fum  of  23 61.  14/.  was  raifed  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  religious  Germans,  called  Swingfielders, 

which 
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In  the  7th  month  (commonly  called  July)  c  £r( £  P- 

this  year  a  treaty  was  opened  between  the  go-, _ _ _ , 

vemment  of  Penfylvania  and  the  neighbouring  1757. 
Indians  at  EaRon,  in  Northampton  county.* 
Andfeveral  friends  propofing  to  attend  the  trea-  a  treaty 
ty  to  forward  the  deiirable  work  of  peace,  tlieyichthc 
governor  declared  his  difapprobation  of  their  at- indiaUj' 
tendance  at  the  treaty,  or  diftinguifhing  theqi- 
felves  by  giving  the  Indians  any  prefenjs. 

Whereupmi 

which  they  directed  to  be  applied  for  the  particufcr 
purpofe  of  the  redemption  of  captives. 

In  1764,  another  fubfcription  was  fet  on  foot  by  tke 
people  called  Quakers,  and  2 661.  10 s.  raifed  and  ;p- 
plied  for  the  relief  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  diftrff- 
fed  by  the  incurlions  of  the  Indians. 

Note,  thefe  fums  are  funpofed  to  be  in  Penfylvaoia 
currency. 

*  At  this  place  two  treaties  had  been  held  in  he 
preceding  year  1756.  One  of  them  in  the  7th  moith 
by  governor  Morris,  preparatory  to  the  other  in  he 
1  ith  month  by  governor  Denny  :  when  fome  captyes 
were  brought  in  and  reftored  to  their  connecticis: 
which  treaties  appear  to  have  been  promoted  b  a 
conference  had  between  fome  of  the  people  caled 
Quakers  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  few  Indians  who  yere 
occalionally  in  that  city,  in  the  4th  month  precedng-, 
and  alfo  through  the  mediation  of  Sir  William  J  hn- 
fon,  the  king’s  agent  in  Indian  affairs.  The  fubfeoent 
treaties  in  the  year  1758  were  alfo  held  at  Eaftol  at 
the  laft  of  which,  a  general  peace  was  fettled  o  the 
23d  of  Oftober,  1758,  for  Penfylvania  and  a’J  the 
other  provinces.  Francis  Bernard,  governor  ofNew 
Jerfey,  acting  on  behalf  of  that  colony.  The  dilutes 
refpedting  their  claims  unfatisficd  for  lands  hiving 
been  at  the  preceding  treaty,  in  the  month  llled 
May,  by  mutual  confent  referred  to  the  kinc*  ofEntr- 
land.  3  3 
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chap.  Whereupon  friends  held  feveral  conferences  as 
xu-  to  the  meafures  they  fhould  purl’ue  ;  the 
refult  whereof  was,  that  as  mutual  tokens  of  the 


1 757- 

Some 
friends 
think  it 
belt  to 
attend  at 


rerival  of  antient  friendfhip  had  palled  be- 
tween  them  and  the  Indians  with  a  view  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  general  peace,  it  might  now  be  of  bad 
n, though  vonfequence  to  decline,  or  negledt  attending  on 
thegover-  tlis  important  occalion.  In  confequence  of  this 
"rove'1315*  ^termination,  feveral  friends  from  Philadelphia 
and  elfewhere,  proceeded  on  their  journey  to 
iaflon  and  attended  the  treaty. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  that  they  ar¬ 
rived  there,  the  Indians  with  Teedvufcung  their 
kng  or  chief  waited  on  the  governor,  and  figni- 
fbd  the  fmeerity  of  their  intentions  to  promote 
tie  good  work  of  peace ;  when  he  defired  that  as 
tiings  had  heretofore  been  mifunderftood  or  for- 
go.ten,  he  might  have  the  liberty  to  choofe  a 
el<rk  to  take  minutes  of  the  tranfaclions  of  the 
maty,  which  requefi:  being  twice  evaded,  it  gave 
tm  Indians  coniiderable  uneafinefs,  as  appre- 
heiding  treacherous  dealing ;  but  by  the  inter- 
poition  of  friends  in  conferring  with  them,  and 
nuking  them  a  fmall  prefent  they  were  pacified. 
At  the  next  meeting  the  governor  confented 
to  allow  them  a  clerk,  and  they  proceeded  to 
thebufinefs  of  the  treaty.  The  firft  demand 
Tedyufcung  made  was  that  of  fatisfadtion  for 
the  injury  a  meiTenger  of  theirs  had  received, 
whq  being  fent  on  a  meffage  to  the  remote  In- 
diars,  in  his  return  was  fhot  by  one  of  the  pro- 
vincals,  and  at  this  time  lay  dangeroufly  ill  of 
the  vound.  The  fatisfa&ion  he  demanded  was, 
that  if  the  wounded  man  fhould  die,  the  agref- 
for  faould  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  colony 

and 
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and  fuffer  death  *  in  like  manner.  This  demand  chap. 
and  propofal  feemed  not  well  relifhed  by  fome  "lv‘ 
perlons,  who  wufhed  rather  to  retard  peace 
than  to  forward  it:  the  next  day  there  was  no 
public  treaty ;  all  things  feemed  to  be  in  con- 
fufion;  during  which  time  friends  kept  quiet, 
waiting  for  opportunities  wTherein  they  might 
hope  to  be  more  fuccelsful  in  their  well  meant 
endeavours,  being  very  earneft  to  procure  peace 
for  the  province,  and  to  purfue  the  moll  effec¬ 
tual  means  for  obtaining  lecurity  to  the  frontier 
fettlements. 

Buc  deep  rooted  prejudice  polfelfed  the 
miuds  of  many,  w'ho  manifefted  fuch  bitternefs 
and  envy  to  the  wrhole  lociety,  that,  their  mea- 
fures  were  thwarted,  their  laudable  undertak¬ 
ings  mifreprefeuted,  and  their  charadlers  afperf- 
ed ;  very  unjuft  charges  and  infinuations  were 
propagated  againft  friends  for  their  conduct  in 
Indian  affairs,  as  treacheroufly  taking  their  part 
in  a  manner  hoftile  to  the  intereft  of  the  province. 

Upon  this  occafion  the  friends  concerned Truaees 
thought  it  neceffary  in  their  own  juftification  to  “  adoifS 
explain  and  vindicate  their  condubl  in  an  ad-  drefs  the 
drefs  to  their  governor,  William  Denny,  Efq.  f^efe^ce 
which  is  placed  in  the  appendix,  IMo.  2.  of  their 

What  impreflion  this  addrefs  made  on  the conducl;- 
governor  I  am  not  informed,  but  if  a  favourable 
one,  he  and  his  coadjutors  fuffered  their  minds 
afterwards  to  be  biafled  by  popular  rumours 
and  party ;  for  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1759,  the  feid  governor  and  his  council  tranf- 
mitted  to  England  a  report  of  a  committee  by 

them 

*  Offering  alfo  to  renew  the  annual  compact,  that  if  any 
of  their  people  fhould  commit  the  like  crime  the  criminal 
fiiould  be  delivered  up  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  colo¬ 
ny  and  fuffer  death. 
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Cxi\A  P't^iem  appointed,  to  enquire  into  the  diffatisfac- 
v  '  .tions  and  claims  upon  the  Indians,  containing 

1759.  infmuations  and  charges  calculated  to  afperle 
Report  of  t}~ie  fociety  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  and 
again  it  injure  their  reputation  with  the  Britilh  govern- 
liiends.  ment.  The  meeting  for  l’ufferings  there  coming 

to  the  knowledge  hereof,  applied  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  council  by  two  lucceffive  addreffes, 
for  a  copy  of  laid  report,  and  received  an  eva- 
five  anfwer  to  the  firit,  and  to  the  fecond  a  po- 
fitive  refufal,  which  carries  the  appearance  of  a 
fecret  defign,  not  only  to  ftigmatize  them,  but  to 
procure  credit  to  the  report  as  undeniable,  by 
depriving  them  of  the  means  of  vindicating  their 
conduct  or  of  refuting  molt  probably,  a  partial 
and  misftated  reprefentation  of  fact.  See  Apcn- 

1760.  dix ,  No.  III. 

I  find  in  a  letter  from  the  meeting  for  fuffer- 
ings  at  Philadelphia  to  that  in  London,  bearing 
date  the  25th  of  3d  month,  1760,  a  reference  to 
a  future  treaty  to  be  held  the  enfuing  fummer  as 
followeth,  “  It  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the 
“  public,  and  afford  real  fatisfabtion  to  us,  to 
“  find  at  the  general  treaty,  which  is  expected 
cc  to  be  held  with  the  Indians  next  fummer, 
<c  that  the  governor  hath  full  power  to  termi- 
“  nate  the  controverfies,  which  are  fubfifling 
cc  refpebting  their  lands  in  the  northern  parts 
“  of  Penfylvania.  L'ntil  this  is  done  the  re- 
“  leale  of  fome  hundreds  of  our  fellow-fubjecls 
“  who  remain  in  captivity,  can  hardly  be  ex- 
u  pebled  to  be  obtained.  The  pacific  meafures, 
“  which,  through  much  difficulty  have  been 
c£  purfued ;  being  bleffed  with  happy  effebls, 
£C  the  friends  immediately  concerned  therein 
“  are  encouraged  to  continue  their  endeavours. 
“  And  it  appearing  to  them  neceffary  at  this 

“  time 
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“  time  to  addrefs  the  proprietaries  of  that  pro-  chap. 
“  viuce,  we  hope,  the  account  they  are  able  to  x,v’ 

“  give  of  their  firft  motives  to  engage  in  that 
“  important  bufinefs,  and  their  proceedings 
C£  therein  to  the  prefent  time,  will  tend  to  re- 
“  move  fome  of  thofe  prejudices,  which  have 
cc  heretofore  prevailed,  and  engage  a  favoura- 
cc  ble  attention  to  the  important  lubjeCls  of  re- 
<c  eftablifhing  peace  on  the  principles  of  juftice 
“  and  equity.”  It  being  their  opinion  and,  they 
think  mult  be  that  of  all  men,  who  are  open  to 
conviction,  that  peace  with  the  natives  which 
the  circumltances  of  the  colonies  indifpenlably 
required  was  to  be  reltored  and  prelerved  only 
by  pacific  meafures. 

The  foregoing  quotation  feems  to  elucidate 
the  before  mentioned  report,  of  the  committee, 
as  to  their  reafons  for  reflecting  on  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  friends  in  Indian  affairs ;  it  may  be  pre¬ 
fumed  from  thence  that  the  Indians  conceived 
they  had  been  injured  by  the  proprietaries  or 
their  agents,  by  encroachments  on  their  lands 
without  their  confent,  or  without  an  equivalent 
(contrary  to  the  praCtice  of  the  firft  fettlers)  and 
probably  the  members  of  the  friendly  aflbciatiou 
thought  they  hadreafon  to  complain,  and  might 
give  their  opinion  in  favour  of  a  compenfation 
to  the  natives  for  the  injuries  done  them,  as 
molt  confident  with  the  principles  of  chriftianity 
and  juftice,  and  moft  eligible  in  the  prefent  dif- 
pofitionof  the  Indians  to  enter  into  an  amicable 
difeuftion  of  the  grounds  of  their  difcontent, 
which  might  be  interpreted  by  this  committee  a 
ftrengthening  of  the  Indian  caul'e  againft  the 
proprietary  intereft.  And  from  political  mo¬ 
tives  might  be  reprefented  to  the  Englifh  go¬ 
vernment  in  terms  to  carry  the  appearance  of 

being 
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chap,  being  contrary  to  the  intereds  of  the  mother 
XIV-  country  alfo. 

,760  Thus  Penfylvania  which  for  a  feries  of  years 
from  its  fird  fettlement,  had  been  remarkably 
didinguifhed  for  the  public  and  private  virtues  ; 
the  mutual  benevolence;  fobriety  and  induftry 
of  its  inhabitants ;  was  now  difturbed  and  its 
peace  deftroyed  by  party  diffenfions  and  mutu¬ 
al  didruds.  And  now  alfo  the  fmiplicity  of 
manners,  which  had  been  the  ornament  of  the 
hate,  the  fafe-guard  of  its  virtue,  and  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  its  profperity,  was  in  danger  of  being 
fubverted  ;  for  an  attempt  was  made  in  imitati¬ 
on  of  the  dates  and  populous  cities  of  Europe, 
to  introduce  into  Philadelphia  the  refinements  of 
voluptuoufnefs,  and  a  tafte  for  fenfual  gratifica¬ 
tions,  by  ereding  a  theatre  for  exhibiting  dage- 
plays;  entertainments  which  the  people  called 
Quakers  (as  well  as  the  mod  fober  and  confider- 
ate  part  of  other  religious  locieties)  have  ever 
deemed  incompatible  with  the  principles  of 
chriftianitv,  the  tenour  of  the  dodrines  of  the 

J  J  t  m  _ 

gofpel  and  the  pradice  of  the  bed  men  in  the 
F .  d  earlied  ages  of  the  chridian  church.  The 
addrefs^he  members  of  this  fociety  in  Philadelphia  thought 
affembiy  it  their  duty  to  bear  their  tedimony  againd  this 
b°tPthe  *i'n-  pernicious  attempt,  by  an  addrefs  to  the  general 
tended  affembiy,  requesting  the  interpofition  of  their 
^prohibit-  authority  to  prevent  the  introdudion  of  them  ; 
ed.  in  which  they  were  at  this  time  fo  fuccefsful 
that  a  law  was  paffed  prohibiting  fuch  corrupt¬ 
ing  entertainments. 
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CONTAINING 

No.  I.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  in  Philadelphia. 

No.  II.  A  fummary  Account  of  the  Occurrences 
with  Governor  Denny,  on  the  Approach  of  the 
Treaty  at  Eafon,  in  the  /event h  Month,  1 757- 

No.  III.  Ahflraft  from  the  Report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Council,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
Complaints  of  the  Indians  at  the  Treaty  at 
Eaflon,  8 th  of  November,  1756. 


No.  I.  Extradl  of  a  Letter  to  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  in  London,  from  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  in  Philadelphia — Twelfth  Month, 
I756- 


O  UR  friends  John  Hunt  and  C.  Wilfon  by  their  APPEN. 
long  paffage  being  prevented  of  feeing  friends  toge-  Penfylva- 
ther  at  our  yearly  meeting,  and  the  anniverfary  of  the  ”ia' 
election  of  the  members  of  alfembly  for  the  province  ( „  f 
of  Penfylvania,  being  alfo  over,  on  their  arrival  they  ' 5 
communicated  your  epiftles  and  minutes  to  thofe  of 

us 
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APPEN.uj  who  were  nominated  at  the  yearly  meeting,  and 
Penfylva-  though  our  meeting  was  not  then  fully  conftituted, 
t lie  manner  in  which  you  had  proceeded  in  the  con- 
/  fideration  of  our  affairs,  and  the  engagements  you  had 
entered  into  on  behalf  of  friends  here,  fo  evidently 
appeared  to  be  conducted  with  a  real  regard  to  our 
true  intereft,  and  fo  perfectly  confiftent  with  our  fen- 
timents,  that  they  were  encouraged  and  aSTifted  by 
thofe  members  of  this  meeting  in  doing  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  render  the  fervice  propofed  effectual, 
in  order  to  which,  thofe  of  our  Society  who  were 
chofen  reprefentatives  in  the  feveral  counties,  were  re¬ 
quested  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  a  conference 
befpre  the  ufual  time  of  meeting  in  the  affembly, 
which  was  readily  complied  with  by  all  -whom  there 
was  at  that  time  any  profpeft  of  prevailing  with, 
to  regard  the  advice  and  concern  of  their  brethren, 
and  in  confequence  of  it,  four  of  them  declined  tak¬ 
ing  their  feats  in  the  houfe,  and  others  not  of  our 
profeffion  wrere  foon  after  chofen  in  their  ftead,  fo 
that  there  are  now  but  twelve  of  the  members  of  the 
affembly  who  make  any  pretentions  of  being  called 
by  our  name,  and  feveral  of  thefe-  are  not  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  us  as  members  of  the  fociety ;  it  would 
have  been  matter  of  real  Satisfaction  to  us,  to  have 
been  able  to  prevail  with  every  one  of  them  to  decline 
ferving  in  the  legislature,  during  the  prefent  circum¬ 
stances  of  our  affairs,  but  this  could  not  be  obtained, 
as  they  do  not  appear  to  be  convinced  it  would  be  for 
the  public  intereft,  for  as  fix  of  the  friends  who  were 
chofen  into  the  affembly  laft  year  had  refigned  their 
feats,  and  fome  others  fince  refufed  to  be  re-elected, 
thofe  who  now  remain  fay  they  Should  not  think 
themfelves  excufable  to  their  constituents,  if  they 
Should  decline  the  fervice,  but  we  think  it  may  be  truly 
faid-,  they  were  moft  of  them  fo  clear  of  intermeddling 
in  the  elections,  and  fo  many  friends  declined  attend¬ 
ing  or  voting  in  feveral  of  the  counties,  that  they 
appear  to  be  chofen  by  a  majority  of  people  not  of 
our  profeflion,  many  of  whom  are  very  apprehenfive 
of  danger  from  permitting  thofe,  who  have  been  en¬ 
deavouring 
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deavouring  to  fubvert  the  conftitution,  to  have  any AP PEN. 
conliderable  fhare  in  the  legiflature.  Penfylva- 

Some  of  us  were  witneffes  of  the  circumfpeftion 
and  pi'udence,  with  which  our  dear  friends  John  and 
Chriftopher  performed  this  weighty  fervice  ;  and  this 
meeting  having  now  received  from  them  your  epiftle 
and  minutes,  with  fome  account  of  their  proceedings 
then  and  lince  at  feveral  quarterly  meetings  in  Pen- 
fylvania,  it  is  our  duty  to  inform  you,  that  we  have 
full  unity  with  them,  being  affured,  they  have  ftea- 
dily  proceeded  with  a  fingle  eye  to  the  exaltation  of 
truth,  and  the  promoting  the  peace  and  prolperity  of 
the  church. 


APPENDIX  No.  II. 

A  fummary  Account  of  the  Occurrences  with  1 757. 
Governor  Denny  on  the  Approach  of  the  Treaty 
at  Eafon ,  in  the  7 th  Month ,  1757. 

Although  the  governor  at  the  preceding  treaty 
held  at  Eaifon,  had  delivered  to  the  Indians  the  pre- 
fents  provided  for  them  by  the  people  called  Quakers 
(as  his  predeceffor  had  done  on  their  behalf  and  in 
their  name)  and  expreffed  his  fatisfadtion  with  the 
conduct  and .  company  of  thofe  who  attended  that 
treaty,  he  now  pleaded  “  That  the  proprietaries  had 
“  directed  him  not  to  fuffer  them,  or  any  other  body, 

“  or  particular  fociety  in  Penfylvania,  to  concern 
“  themfelves  in  any  treaty  with  the  Indians,  or  on 
“  any  pretence  to  fuffer  prefents  from  fuch  perfons  to 
“  be  given  to  the  Indians,  or  to  be  joined  with  the 
“  public  prefent  in  any  fuch  treaty.”  And  he  fur¬ 
ther  fays ;  “  Thefe  directions  I  Ihall  conform  to, 

**  and  my  regard  for  you  as  well  as  Mr.  Penn’s  in- 
“  ftructions  lead  me  to  obferve,  it  would  be  prudent 
“  in  you  to  decline  going  in  a  body  j  your  attendance 
“  at  treaties  as  a  diftinft  fociety  having  given  great 
“  offence  to  the  miniftry.” 

Vol.  IV.  L  1 
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Which  anfwer  occafioned  the  addrefs  of  the  truf- 
tees  and  treafurer  of  the  friendly  affociation,-  as 
follows. 


*  757-  To  William  Denny,  Efq.  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Penfyl- 
vania,  & c. 


The  Addrefs  of  the  Truftees  and  Treafurer  of  the 
Friendly  Alfociation,  for  regaining  and  preferving 
Peace  with  the  Indians  by  Pacific  Meafures. 

Refpectfully  fheweth, 

That  on  confideration  of  the  anfwer  given  by  the 
governor  to  our  offer  of  contributing  towards  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  enfuing- treaty  with  the  Indians,  we  ap¬ 
prehend  it  to  be  neceffary  to  lay  before  him  a  true 
ftate  of  the  motives,  which  induced  us  to  ufe  our  en¬ 
deavours  to  promote  a  reconciliation  with  them,  of 
the  manner  in  which  we  proceeded  before  and  fince 
the  governors  arrival  in  this  province,  and  of  fome 
reafons  we  have  for  defiring  to  fee  that  the  grounds 
of  their  complaints  are  carefully  and  impartially  en¬ 
quired  into  and  confidered,  and  fuch  meafures  purfu- 
ed  for  fatisfying  them,  as  the  prefent  melancholy  cir- 
cumftances  of  this  province  immediately  require  ;  and 
we  doubt  not  if  the  governor  will  be  pleafed  to  at¬ 
tend  to  and  impartially  confider  what  we  fhall  offer, 
he  will  be  fully  convinced,  that  our  conduct  hath 
been  confiftent  with  the  profeffion  we  make  of  afling 
on  thofe  principles,  of  fearing  God,  honouring  the 
king  and  promoting  peace  among  men.  We  there¬ 
fore  beg  leave  to  inform  the  governor,  that  foon  after 
the  firft  accounts  were  brought  of  the  mifchief  done 
bv  the  Indians,  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia,  fome  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  refiiing  in  Philadelphia, 
feriouflv  confidering  the  fatal  confequences  of  lofing 
that  intereft  and  friendfhip  oyr  predeceffors  had  ob¬ 
tained  by  their  upright  dealing  and  hofpitable  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Indians,  in  the  firft  fettlement  of  this 
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vince  ;  and  apprehending  the  general  negledtof  them,  AFPE  N\ 
which  had  for  fome  time  been  obvious,  would  termi-  No.  II. 
nate  to  the  public  difadvantage,  determined  to  im-  PenQ‘va- 
prove  every  future  opportunity  of  manifefting  fome 
regard  to  them  ;  and  l'e veral  companies  of  Indians,  of  ,  -  -  - 
different  tribes  coming  to  this  city  on  divers  occalions, 
they  were  vifited  by  fome  of  us,  invited  to  our 
houles,  and  on  their  going  away  prefented  with  fome 
fmall  matters,  neceffary  for  them  in  their  way  of  liv¬ 
ing  ;  and  the  grateful  manner  in  which  they  received 
thefe  inftances  of  regard,  and  the  lively  remembrance 
they  appeared  to  retain  of  the  friendihip  which  fub- 
fifted  between  their  anceftors  and  the  firft  fettlers  of 
this  province,  afforded  us  real  fatisfaction,  and  fome 
grounds  to  hope  our  good  intentions  would  not  be 
difappointed. 

During  the  following  winter  the  frequent  melancho¬ 
ly  accounts  of  the  barbarous  murders  committed  by 
the  Indians  on  the  weftern  and  northern  frontiers  of 
this  province,  filled  the  minds  of  people  in  general 
with  a  fpirit  of  indignation  and  refentment  againifc 
them,  and  no  opportunity  prefented  of  publicly  mani¬ 
fefting  the  earned:  concern  we  had,  to  ufe  our  utir.oft 
endeavours,  in  a  manner  confiftent  with  our  peaceable 
principles,  to  prevent  the  impending  defolation  ;  the 
calamity  became  general  and  every  one  was  deeply  in- 
terefted  in  the  meafures  taken  for  enquiring  into  the 
caufes  which  induced  our  ancient  fteady  friends  to 
become  our  enemies  :  yet  this  being  the  proper  bufinefs 
of  thofe  then  concerned  in  the  adminiftration  of  the 
government,  we  waited  the  event  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  having  juft  grounds  to  hope  that  the  knowledge 
fome  of  them  had  of  feveral  matters  which  might  pro¬ 
bably  have  contributed  to  this  unhappy  rupture,  * 
together  with  the  repeated  applications  of  the  affem- 
bly  of  the  province.)  would  have  excited  them  to 
purfue  every  rational  method  of  making  luch  an  en¬ 
quiry,  and  obtaining  an  arrjcable  adjuftment  of  all 

*  Thefe  were  printed  both  in  the  gazettes  and  in  their 
minutes. 

L  1  2  differences 
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A  P  P  E  N.  difference5  with  thefe  Indians,  and  of  thereby  avert- 
N  II.  ing  the  melancholy  confequences  of  continuing  to 
pen fvlva-  expofe  them  immediately  to  the  artifices  of  the 
nia>  French,  who  would  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of 
nulunderftanding  with  them:  but  the  lpring  of 
1  ‘  another  year  returned,  and  the  public  remained  un¬ 
acquainted  with  fuch  meafures  being  purfued  :  great 
military  preparations  were  indeed  made  and  iorts 
erected  in  many  parts  of  the  frontiers,  but  the  defo- 
lation  and  diftrefs  of  the  province  increafed,  and  the 
fanguine  expectations  of  the  people,  who  had  at  firft 
hoped  by  thefe  means  to  defend  themfelves,  were  re¬ 
markably  dilappointed.  Governor  Morris  neverthe- 
lefs,  determining  to  iffue  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
the  Delawares  and  Shawnefe,  many  of  the  people  cal¬ 
led  Quakers  refiding  in  Philadelphia,  met  together 
and  prefented  an  addrefs  to  him,  earneftly  befeeching 
“  that  every  meafure  which  had  been  purfued  and 
“  whatever  remained  pofiible  to  be  done,  to  prevent  fo 
lamentable  an  extremity,  might  be  ftri&ly  and  im- 
tc  partially  reviewed  and  confidered ;  that  full  enqui- 
“  ry  might  be  made,  whether  fome  apprehenfions 
“  thefe  Indians  had  conceived  of  a  deviation  from  the 
«  integrity  of  conduct  towards  them,  confpicuous  in 
“  the  firft  eftablifhment,  might  not  unhappily  have 
“  contributed  in  fome  degree  to  the  alteration  of 
«  their  conduct  towards  us ;  that  full  time  might  be 
«  allowed  for  thofe  Indians,  who  remained  well  affe£t-» 
“  ed  towards  us,  to  ufe  and  report  the  efiect  of  their 
«  endeavours  to  reconcile  our  enemies  to  us,  and  that 
«  by  the  governor’s  care,  to  guard  againft  involving  the 
«  innocent  with  the  guilty,  fuch  clear  demonltrations 
«  of  chriftian  tendernefs  might  be  given,  as  might 
“  tend  to  the  engaging  other  neighbouring  Indians  in 
«  the  defirable  work  of  reftoring  peace  and  tranquil- 
«  lity ;  and  at  the  fame  time  offering,  though  a 
«  much  larger  part  of  their  eftates  fhould  be  necef- 
«  fary  than  the  heavieft  taxes  of  a  war  could  be  ex- 
“  peeled  to  require,  by  voluntarily  grants  cheerfully 
«  to  contribute  towards  the  obtaining  peace  in  the 
«  fame  manner  as  the  unhappy  experience  of  feveral 
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xt  of  the  moll  martial  neighbouring  colonies,  had 
“  after  long  and  bloody  wars,  teftified  it  mult  at  laft, 
“  if  ever,  be  obtained.” 

Governor  Morris  was  pleafed  to  give  a  civil  anfvver 
to  this  addrefs  ;  but  thought  it  neceflary  to  proceed 
immediately  to  a  declaration  of  war  :  a  few  days  after 
which,  fome  of  us  having  the  opportunity  of  a  free 
conference  with  Conrad  Weifer,  who  had,  as  a  pro¬ 
vincial  interpreter,  been  long  concerned  in  pubiic 
tranfadlions  with  the  Indians,  we  were  thereby  con¬ 
firmed  in  our  apprehenfions,  that  fome  diflatisfaclion 
refpefling  their  lands,  had  tended  to  the  alienating 
their  friendfhip  from  us  ;  and  that  he  thought  the 
only  method,  to  fave  the  province  from  ruin,  was  to 
endeavour  for  a  peace  with  them  by  pacific  meal'ures  ; 
and  the  next  day,  a  Delaware  Indian  from  the  Jerfeys 
was  fent  to  one  of  us,  with  a  letter  from  Conrad 
Weifer,  recommending  him  as  a  perfon,  worthy  of 
fome  notice  from  us  and  fit  to  be  employed  on  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  Delawares,  when  an  opportunity  of  fend¬ 
ing  one  could  be  obtained  ;  and  there  being  at  that 
time  a  number  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nation  Indi¬ 
ans  in  town,  fome  of  us  thought  it  neceflary  to  take 
fome  friendly  notice  of  them;  but  being  determined 
to  avoid  giving  any  occafion  of  offence,  before  wc 
had  any  converfation  with  them,  two  of  us  waited 
on  governor  Morris,  and  informed  him,  “  that  as  he 
“  had  ifiued  his  declaration  of  war,  we  thought  it 
«  our  duty  to  acquiefce  therein,  but,  as  there  were 
««  fome  friendly  Indians  in  town,  we  were  difpofed  to 
“  take  fome  notice  of  them,  and  to  endeavour  by  a 
t(  friendly  converfation  to  manifeft  our  good  difpofi- 
“  tion  towards  them,  and  engage  their  good  offices 
“  on  any  occafion,  which  might  be  improved  for  the 
«*  public  welfare;  and  we  at  the  fame  time,  allured 
“  the  governor  if  any  thing  ffiould  occur  which  had 
«  a  profpedl  of  tending  to  the  public  intereft,  or  might 
«*  be  worthy  of  his  notice,  he  Ihould  be  fully  ac- 

quainted  therewith.”  The  governor  exprefled  his 
approbation  of  our  defign,  and  gave  us  full  liberty  to 
profecute  our  intentions,  and  the  next  day  fome  of 

thefe 
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i. p  PEN-  thefe  Indian  chiefs,  with  Conrad  Weifer,  and  Andrew 
N'o.  II.  Montour  the  provincial  interpreters,  and  D.  Claus, 
P cnfylva-  generai  Johnfon’s  fecretarv,  dined  at  one  of  our 


houfes  ;  and  after  dinner,  had  fome  converfation  on 
the  happy  frate  of  the  firjft  fettlers  of  this  province, 
and  the  unhappy  rupture  which  had  lately  hap¬ 
pened. 

The  free  and  hearty  acknowledgments  of  pleafure 
and  gratitude  from  thefe  Indians,  fully  evidenced 
their  good  difpofition  towards  us,  and  induced  Con¬ 
rad  Weifer  to  declare,  he  had  not  lately  heard  them 
exprefs  themfelves  with  fo  much  opennefs,  and  he  ear- 
neftly  urged  our  improving  this  opportunity  •,  and  in 
order  to  it  he  advifed  the  calling  together,  as  many 
of  our  antient  men  of  the  furvivors  of  the  firft  fet¬ 
tlers  as  we  could  collect,  and  to  give  the  Indians 
another  meeting,  in  which  the  fubftance  of  that  con¬ 
verfation  might  be  repeated  and  enforced  on  their 
minds,  by  prefenting  them  with  a  belt  of  wampum. 
Governor  Morris  was  immediately  informed  of  what 
had  paiTed,  and  as  there  appeared  fome  profpect  of 
improving  this  difpolition  of  the  Indians  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  benefit,  he  was  allured,  that  if  he  would  advife  and 
direct  the  manner  of  proceeding,  nothing  more  was 
defired  by  us,  than  under  his  direction  to  proceed 
therein  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  be  molt  agreeable 
to  him,  molt  effectually  anfwer  the  purpofe  intend¬ 
ed,  and  demonftrate  that  we  did  not  act  from  views 
of  private  advantage  thereby  :  and  left  the  differences 
then  fubfilting  between  him  and  the  affembly,  about 
the  railing  money  for  the  public  fervices,  Ihould  difcou- 
rage  or  retard  his  engaging  therein,  he  was  told,  that 
whatever  fum  of  money  Ihould  be  wanting  even  to 
the  amount  of  5000/.  he  ihould  be  immediately  fup- 
plied  with,  and  by  every  part  of  our  conduct,  Ihould 
find  our  hearty  concern  for  the  public  welfare,  to  be 
our  principal  motive.  Our  purpofes  appearing  accep¬ 
table  to  the  governor,  about  twenty  of  us  with  the 
fame  interpreters,  had  two  conferences  with  the  Indi¬ 
ans,  and  the  moft  material  parts  of  what  they  faid, 
were  immediately  communicated  to  the  governor. 


and 
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and  the  *  propofrl  of  fending  three  meffengers  to  the  APPEN. 
Delawares  and  Shawnefe,  being  approved  of  by  him,  No  If 
the  neceffary  proviiion  was  made  for  their  fetting  out,  Pe“^va’ 
and  proper  company  provided  for  their  fafe  conduct ,  , 

through  the  improved  part  of  the  province;  and  1757. 
when  they  were  ready  to  proceed  on  their  journey, 
the  governor  being  waited  on  for  the  paffes,  and  re- 
quefted  to  direct  what  flgnal  they  ihould  give  on  their 
return  to  diilinguiih  them  from  enemies  ;  while  the 
paffes  lay  before  him  ready  to  be  figned,  he  fuddenly 
appeared  to  change  his  intentions,  and  flgnified  his 
refolution  to  confuit  his  council  on  the  occafion.  The 
minutes  of  our  converfation  with  thefe  Indians  being 
examined,  and  figned  by  the  three  interpreters,  were 
immediately  after  this  delivered  to  the  governor;  and 
his  council  being  fummoned,  we  were  informed  they 
foon  agreed,  that  as  he  had  lb  lately  declared  war,  any 
'  offers  of  peace  from  him  would  be  unfeafonable,  and 
that  the  method  firft  propofed  of  the  melfengers 
going  with  fuch  inftruttions  as  they  had  received 
from  their  own  chiefs,  was  moil  fit  to  be  purfued. 

The  next  day  the  Indian  chiefs  fetting  out  in  the 
ftage-boat  for  New  York,  after  they  were  gone,  the 
meffengers  refufed  to  perform  the  fervice  they  had 
undertaken,  and  the  day  following,  the  governor,  in 
conlequence  of  fome  intelligence  received  from  the 
governor  of  New  York,  concluded  to  fend  the  melfen¬ 
gers  in  his  own  name. 

To  prevent  any  mifreprefentations  of  our  conduct, 
as  well  as  to  engage  the  friendfhip  of  gentlemen 
from  whom  we  hoped  to  receive  more  hearty  aliiftance 
than  we  had  from  thofe  on  whom  we  had  hitherto 
depended,  copies  of  the  minutes  of  our  converlations 
with  the  Indians,  and  of  their  anlwers,  were  imme¬ 
diately  lent  to  the  governor  of  New  York  and  to 
general  Johnlbn,  and  an  earncll:  application  for  their 
alfiltance,  in  engaging  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations 
to  promote  the  reftoration  of  peace,  with  an  offer  of 


•  This  was  made  by  the  Indian  chief,  and  the  meflage  to  be 
from  them  to  the  Delaw  ires,  &c. 

cheerfully 
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A  P  P  E  N.  cheerfully  defraying  the  expenfe  thereof.  Governor 
No.  Jf.  Hardy  was  fo  kind  as  to  fend  fuch  an  anfwer,  as  evi- 
Pcnfylva-  dence(i  his  hearty  concern  for  the  public  welfare,  and 
.  .laid  us  under  fenfible  obligations}  and  we  never  re- 

ijSj.  ceived  the  leaf!  hint  from  general  Johnfon,  of  his  dif- 
approbation  of  any  part  of  our  conduct  therein : 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  we  had  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend  that  our  intention  was  approved  of,  and  the  fpee- 
dy  return  of  the  meffengers  with  an  agreeable  anfwer, 
confirmed  us  in  a  refolution  to  continue  our  endea¬ 
vours  to  engage  as  many  of  our  fellow  fubjects  as  pof- 
fible,  to  concur  with  us  therein. 

The  meflengers  being  fent  the  fecond  time,  on 
their  return  brought  with  them  the  Indian  king 
Teedyufcung,  and  home  of  his  people  to  Eafton  •,  and 
repeatedly  informed  us  of  the  neceffity  of  our  perfo- 
nal  attendance  there,  and  manifefting  thereby,  and 
by  contributing  towards  the  expenfes  of  a  fuitable 
prefent,  the  fincerity  of  our  profeflions  of  regard  to 
them,  and  they  were  not  willing  to  go  back  to  the 
Indians  without  us. 

We  therefore  being  informed  that  governor  Mor¬ 
ris  had  refolved  to  meet  them  at  Eafton,  *  that  the 
provincial  treafury  was  exhaufted,  and  that  the  proprie¬ 
taries  agents  refuled  to  contribute  towards  the  necef- 
iary  expenfes,  and  appeared  averfe  to  the  promotion 
of  thefe  pacific  meafures  ;  a  cc-nfiderable  number  of  us 
thought  it  neceflary  to  enter  into  a  fubfcription,  to¬ 
wards  railing  a  fund  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  what 
ought  in  juftice  to  be  contributed  by  the  proprieta¬ 
ries  on  this  occafion,  and  a  confiderable  fum  was  im¬ 
mediately  fubfcribed,  and  governor  Morris  informed 
of  our  inclination  to  attend  at  the  treaty,  and  to 
make  fome  addition  to  the  prefent  provided  at  the 
public  expenfe.  From  the  time  of  the  firft  meflen- 
gers  arriving  at  Teaogon,  the  hoftilities  cn  our  nor¬ 
thern  frontiers  ceafed,  and  a  ftep  being  put  to  the 
cruel  devaluations  that  had  been  committed,  an  accept¬ 
able  relpite  was  obtained  for  our  diftrefied  fellow  fub- 


jefts. 


*  The4votes  cf  the  afTembly  prove  if, 


je£ts,  which  afforded  us  real  pleafure  and  fatisfaction  ;  aPPEN. 
fo  that  all  the  malicious  calumnies  and  afperfions,  No.  II. 
(which  then  were  uttered)  were  not  fufficient  to  di-  Pentylva- 
vert  us  from  the  fteady  profecution  of  our  purpofe.  t  nia’  , 
Governor  Morris  being  at  Eafton  fometime  before  us, 
immediately  after  our  arrival  there,  fome  of  us  waited 
on  him,  to  repeat  our  defires  of  promoting  the  public 
intereft,  and  contributing  any  afiiftance  in  our  power, 
in  fuch  manner  as  might  be  moft  agreeable  to  him  ; 
he  received  us  civilly,  and  exprelfed  his  approbation 
of  our  defign.  At  the  governor’s  lodgings  we  firft  faw 
Teedyufcung  the  Delaware  chief,  to  whom  we  were 
before  utterly  ftrangers  ;  on  our  coming  in,  he  im¬ 
mediately  expreffed  his  regard  for  and  confidence 
in  the  Quakers,  and  declared,  he  would  not  proceed 
to  any  bulinefs,  unlefs  we  were  prefent ;  *  and  confirm¬ 
ed  it  fo  evidently  by  his  fubfequent  condudt  at  that 
and  the  enfuing  treaty,  that  we  could  not  without  an 
unjuftifiable  neglect  of  our  duty,  decline  contributing 
our  utmoft  endeavours  to  improve  this  difpofition,  to 
the  intereft  of  our  country,  fo  far  as  we  might  be 
able  to  do  it,  conliftent  with  our  refpedtive  ftations  in 
life. 

Governor  Morris  was  afterwards  pleafed  to  accept 
of  the  prefent  provided  by  us,  and  to  deliver  it  in  our 
name  to  the  Indians. 

After  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty,  governor  Mor¬ 
ris  thought  it  neceffary,  to  fend  captain  Newcaftle  on 
a  meffage  to  the  Indians  at  or  near  fort  Johnfon  : 
but  before  he  was  fet  out,  governor  Denny  arrived, 
and  fucceeded  in  the  government  of  this  province, 
and  we  always  apprehended,  that  in  his  name,  and  by 
his  authority,  captain  Newcaftle  went  on  that  meffage, 
as  we  never  interfered  therein  in  any  manner  what¬ 
ever,  and  were  not  informed  the  particular  bufinefs  he 
was  charged  with.  On  captain  Newcaftle’s  return, 
we  found  by  converfing  with  him,  he  had  given 
fome  offence  to  general  Johnfon,  and  we  have  lincc 


*  J  his  was  in  the  hearing  cf  governor  Morris, 
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had  caule  to  apprehend  *  that  fome  gentlemen  in 
higher  ftatio.os,  have  been  informed,  that  we  had 
fent  Newcaftle  on  this  melfage,  and  given  him  mat¬ 
ters  in  charge,  to  be  privately  tranfacted  with  the 
Indians,  after  it  was  known  to  us,  that  the  king  had 
by  a  fpecial  commiffion  authorized  fir  William  John- 
fon,  to  negociate  all  matters  of  a  public  concern  with 
them  ;  but  as  we  had  not  given  any  occafion  for  fuch 
a  charge,  nor  were  any  way  concerned  in  fending 
that  meflage,  it  affords  us  a  particular  pleafure,  that 
the  governor  has  given  us  fo  favourable  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  clearing  ourfelves  from  this  unjult  cenfure, 
ar.d  we  hope  that  this  ingenuous  account  of  our  con¬ 
duct,  in  the  courl'e  of  this  bufinefs  before  the  governor’s 
arrival,  will  fully  evince  that  we  proceeded  therein  on 
juft  motives,  and  with  the  regard  due  from  us  to  the 
governor  of  this  province. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  governor  that  on  his  arrival 
here,  fome  of  us  waited  on  him,  and  one  of  us  af- 
fured  him,  of  our  fincere  defire  to  proceed  in  contri¬ 
buting  our  affiftance  towards  the  reftoration  of  peace, 
in  a  manner  moft  agreeable  to  him,  and  confiftent 
with  our  characters  and  ftations.  ‘He  was  then  ple3l- 
ed  to  declare  his  approbation  of  our  purpofe  ;  and 
when  we  waited  on  him  tvith  our  addrefs  before  the 
fecond  treaty  at  Eafton,  the  governor  by  his  anfwer,  f 
declared  his  approbation  of  our  proceedings,  and  his 
being  willing  to  receive  the  prefent  we  prepared,  and 
invited  us  to  attend  the  treaty  :  we  had  reafon  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  our  conduct  there  had  given  the  gover¬ 
nor  no  occafion  of  offence,  as  after  the  bufinefs  was 
finifhed,  on  our  acknowledging  his  integrity  and  can¬ 
dour  in  the  public  tranfactions  there,  J  he  gave,  us 


*  From  the  account  given  by  general  Johnfon  to  the  ear!  of 
Loudoun  of  this  journey  of  Newcaftle’s,  it  is  thought  the  earl 
was  induced  to  exprefs  himfelf  in  the  manner  governor  Denny 
has  published  in  his  late  meff’.ges  to  the  aficmbly. 

T  1  his  anfwer -was  in  writing. 

1  He  thanked  us  for  our  company,  and  faid  he  was  glad  we 
were  there,  and  that  his  conduct  was  fatisfactory  to  us,  and 
fliould  endeavour  to  act  fo  upon  all  cccaQons,  as  to  deferve  our 
elleem,  &c. 


fuch 
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fuch  an  anfwer,  as  fully  expreffed  his  being  -well  pleaf-  a  P  P  E  N. 
ed  with  us  :  and  the  fecretary  and  provincial  interpre-  No  II. 
ter  very  liberally  declared  their  l’atisfaction  and  appro-  Penftlva‘ 
bation  of  our  conduct ;  and  the  latter  fully  teftified  D*a‘  , 
that  we  had  thereby  evidently  promoted  the  public  1757. 
intereft,  and  been  inftrumental  in  bringing  the  bufi- 
nefs  fo  far  towards  the  defired  iffue. 

From  that  time  till  the  late  treaty  at  Lancafter,  we 
know  of  no  part  of  our  proceedings  which  could  dif- 
pleafe  the  governor,  unlefs  our  application  to  the  fe¬ 
cretary  for  an  infpection  of  the  records  in  his  office 
had  that  unexpected  effect.  Left  that  ffiould  be  the 
cafe,  and  the  intention  and  manner  of  that  applica¬ 
tion  be  mifreprefented  by  any  of  the  proprietaries 
agents,  and  others  engaged  with  them  in  the  meafures 
which  have  contributed  to  the  prei'ent  unhappy  cir- 
cumltances  of  this  province,  we  think  it  neceffary  to 
inform  the  governor,  that  this  province  was  fettled 
on  terms  very  different  from  moft  of  the  other  colo¬ 
nies  ;  the  firft  adventurers  were  men  of  fubftance  and 
reputation,  who  purchafed  the  lands  of  the  proprietor, 
and  as  he  obliged  himfelf  and  his  heirs  by  an  exprefs 
covenant  contained  in  their  original  deeds  “  to  clear 
“  the  land  from  all  titles,  claims  or  demands  of  the 
u  Indian  natives,  or  any  other  perfons  whatfoever 
they  agreed  to  pay  an  annual  quit-rent,  more  than 
fufficient  to  enable  him  to  fatisfy  the  Indians,  and  ob¬ 
tain  a  peaceable  poffeffion  of  the  land  ;  and  during 
the  lives  of  our  firft  proprietor  and  the  firft  fettlers, 
we  believe  this  was  faithfully  performed,  and  fo  large 
a  balance  remained  towards  making  further  pur- 
chafes,  as  the  fettlcment  of  the  country  increafed, 
that  any  attempt  to  elude  the  original  intention  and 
agreement  of  honeftly  purchafing  the  land  of  the 
people,  who  had  a  native  right  in  it,  will  be  ever  con¬ 
demned  by  all  impartial  and  honeft  men. 

At  the  fecond  treaty  at  Eafton,  the  governor  by 
his  candid  and  ingenuous  treatment  of  the  Indians 
(as  the  Mohawks  fince  aptly  exprcfl'ed  it)  “  put  his 
“  hand  into  Teedyufcung’s  bofom,  and  was  fo  fuc- 
“  cefsful  as  to  draw  out  the  i'ecret  (which  neither 

“  fir 
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APPEN.“  fir  William  Johnfon  nor  the  Six  Nations  could 
No.  II.  cc  do.”)  From  that  time  it  was  generally  known, 
Pcnfylva-  t|iat  Qne  caupe  Qf  the  alicnation  of  their  friendffiip, 
.  was  fome  injuftice  they  had  received  or  fuppofed  to 

1757.  be  done  them  in  the  purchafes  and  running  out  of 
their  lands.  They  complained  of  divers  kinds  of 
frauds,  which  had  been  committed,  repeatedly  urged 
that  an  impartial  enquiry  fhould  be  made  into  the 
grounds  of  their  complaints,  by  fearching  all  our  re¬ 
cords,  and  by  the  ftrong  motives  of  a  regard  to  our 
temporal  and  eternal  intereft,  urged  the  governor  to 
give  liberty  to  all  perfons  and  friends,  to  learch  into 
thofe  matters.  Thus  we  thought  ourfelves  under  the 
ftrongeft  obligations,  to  make  all  the  enquiry  in  our 
power,  into  the  true  ftate  of  the  Indian  claims,  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  fuch  care  had  been  taken  to  purchafe 
and  pay  them  for  the  lands,  as  the  proprietaries 
agents  had  conftantly  aflerted.  The  right  of  many  of 
us  who  hold  large  tracts  of  land  under  the  firft  fet- 
tlers,  the  governor’s  repeated  declarations,  both  in 
public  and  private,  that  thofe  matters  fhould  be  honeft- 
ly  and  fully  enquired  into,  and  the  Indians  injuncti¬ 
ons,  that  this  fhould  be  done  not  only  by  the  perfons 
thus  complained  of,  or  their  agents,  but  by  others 
likewife  interefted  therein,  united  in  engaging  our 
particular  attention,  and  gave  us  a  reafonable  profpect 
of  meeting  with  the  governor’s  approbation ;  and 
though  the  fecretary  refufed  to  permit  us  to  pro¬ 
ceed  therein,  by  infpecting  the  records  in  his  office, 
we  ftill  had  caufe  to  think  our  farther  application,  to 
the  neceflary  and  important  concern  of  regaining 
peace,  was  not  contrary  to  the  governor's  inclination, 
as  on  our  Informing  him  of  our  intention  to  attend 
the  treaty  at  Lancafter,  and  our  willingnefs  to  contri¬ 
bute  towards  the  expenfes  of  the  prefent  to  be  given 
to  the  Indians  there,  the  governor  with  the  utmoft 
readinefs  exprefied  his  approbation  of  our  propolal ; 
and  we  are  not  confcious  of  having  at  that  treaty  or 
fince,  given  the  leaft  occafion  for  the  alteration  of 
his  conduct  towards  us ;  which  from  the  anfwer  now 

received, 
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received,  and  the  converfation  confequent  thereon,  we  APPEN. 
have  occafion  to  obferve.  ^°-  U- 

We  have  no  views  inconflftent  with  the  honour  of 

our  gracious  king,  and  the  intereft  of  our  country,  .  _ , 

both  which  we  fincerely  endeavour  to  promote;  we  1757. 
have  heartily  defired  that  people  of  every  denomina¬ 
tion  in  the  province,  would  unite  in  the  fame  good 
purpofe,-  and  particularly  in  this  bufinefs,  that  the 
fame  harmony  and  good  underltanding,  which  fub- 
fifted  between  the  firft  fettlers  of  the  province  and 
the  natives,  might  be  revived  and  maintained,  and 
we  have  happily  fucceeded  with  feveral  religious  fo- 
cieties,  who  have  raifed  funds,  and  are  ready 
to  apply  them  towards  reftoring  peace  :  and  if  the 
complaints  of  the  Indians  appear  to  be  juft,  and  the 
proprietaries  and  their  agents  fhould  refufe  to  make 
them  fuch  fatisfa&ion .  as  in  juftice  they  ought  to 
have,  rather  than  the  lives  of  our  fellow  fubjects 
fhould  be  facrificed,  their  properties  deftroyed,  and  fo 
large  a  part  of  the  king’s  dominions  laid  wafte,  they 
will  freely  join  with  us,  in  contributing  towards  the 
fatisfying  fuch  juft  claims  of  the  Indians,  or  at  leaft  to 
pacify  them,  till  the  immediate  authority  of  the  king, 
of  whofe  juftice  and  paternal  care  we  have  not  the 
leaft  doubt,  can  be  interpofed,  and  juftice,  equity, 
and  mercy  be  again  reftored  and  maintained  amongft 
us. 

And  if  we  are  now  fo  happy,  as  to  convince  the 
governor  of  the  integrity  of  our  intentions  and  con- 
duff,  we  lhall  have  reafon  to  hope,  he  will  concur 
with  us,  in  taking  the  firft  opportunity  of  convincing 
the  nobleman  he  has  named,  that  it  muft  be  from 
feme  unjult  reprefentations,  that  he  was  induced  to 
think,  “  we  had  prefumed  to  treat  with  foreign 
“  princes,  or  by  acting  as  mediators,  between  the 
“  government  and  an  independent  people,  invaded 
“  the  king’s  prerogative  royal.”  We  apprehend  our 
duty  to  God  and  the  king,  have  engaged  us  in  this 
bufinefs  and  fome  of  the  good  effects  thereof  have  al¬ 
ready  appeared ;  we  therefore  now  again  offer  the 

governor, 

\ 


HISTORY  of  the 


526 

APPEN.  governor,  to  contribute  fomething  confiderable  to- 
f1-  wards  the  prefent,  neceffary  to  be  made  to  the  Indians 
"ma,  at  the  enfuing  treaty,  and  by  our  perfonal  attendance 
to  improve  the  confidence  and  good  opinion  thefe 
1757  people  have  of  us,  to  the  public  benefit. 

Should  the  governor  perfift  in  refilling  to  accept 
our  prefent ;  we  allure  him,  we  lhall  not  by  any  part 
of  our  conduct,  give  any  juft  occafion  to  charge  us  with 
a  difrefpeftful  conduct  towards  him,  and  we  defire 
our  attendance  at  the  treaty  may  not  be  confidered  as 
fuch.  The  bufinefs  to  be  tranfafted  there,  is  of  fo 
much  confequence  to  the  lives,  liberties,  and  proper¬ 
ties  of  the  people  of  this  province,  that  fhould  we 
omit  to  attend  there,  and  depend  on  the  governor 
and  the  king’s  agent,  receiving  all  their  information 
on  this  important  occafion,  from  the  proprietaries 
agents  and  others,  who  have  for  fome  years  palt  been 
concerned  in  the  tranfacling  Indian  affairs,  we  fhould 
be  deficient  of  our  duty  as  chriftians  and  Englilhmen, 
denominations  we  hold  more  dear  to  us,  than  any 
other  titles  or  appellations  whatfoever. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  appointment  of  the  faid 
truftees  and  treafurer,  by 

Philadelphia,  14th!  Abel  James,  Clerk. 

of  feventh  month,  j> 

J7S7*  3 

The  next  day  after  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing  ad- 
drefs  to  the  governor,  the  fame  committee  who  pre- 
fented  it,  waited  on  him  by  direction  to  inform  him 
of  their  intention  to  print  it,  and  requefted  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  acquaint  them,  whether  he  had  any  objections 
to  their  alfo  printing  his  anfwer  to  their  firfi:  verbal 
application  to  him  ;  about  three  hours  after,  he  lent 
them,  the  two  following  anfwers. 


Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia,  15th  July,  1757,  appEN. 
12  o’Clock.  No.  II. 

Penfylva- 


Gentlemen, 

As  you  know  I  am  defired  and  molt  ftri&Iy  enjoin¬ 
ed  not  to  fuffer  any  particular  body  or  fociety  to  con¬ 
cern  themfelves  in  treaties  with  Indians,  or  on  any 
pretence  to  give  prefents  to  them,  it  is  out  of  my 
potver  to  permit  your  prefents  to  be  given.  I  fhall 
once  more  repeat  my  advice  •,  you  would  do  well  to 
decline  appearing  at  the  enfuing  treaty  in  a  body ; 
your  attendance  at  treaties  as  a  diftinct  fociety,  hav¬ 
ing  given  great  offence  to  the  miniftry. 

William  Denny. 

To  Mr.  Ifrael  Pemberton, 
and  the  other  Gentlemen. 


(Copy) 


ma. 


G57- 


Philadelphia,  15th  July,  1757, 
2  o’Clock. 

(Copy) 


Gentlemen, 

Your  addrefs,  in  fome  parts  of  it,  which  relate  to 
tranfadlions  that  have  paffed  fince  my  adminiftration, 
mifreprefents  feveral  important  facts,  and  contains 
fome  reflection  on  the  conduct  of  the  proprietaries, 
and  their  agents  here,  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the 
Indians,  which  I  hope  will  be  found  to  be  without 
the  leaft  foundation.  I  cannot  therefore  conceive  it 
feafonable,  or  proper  at  this  time,  for  you  to  print  it ; 
efpccially  when  it  is  confidcred,  that  the  publifhing 
it  may  tend  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  Indians, 
and  obftruct  the  buflr.cfs  of  the  enfuing  treaty  at 
Ealton,  where  the  complaints  made  by  them  will  be 
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AP PEN. fully  and  impartially  heard,  and  I  hope  finally  ac- 
No.  11.  commodated. 


Penfylva- 

nia. 


To  Mr.  Ifrael  Pemberton, 
and  the  other  Gentlemen. 


William  Denny. 


On  confideration  of  which  they  fent  him  the  fol¬ 
lowing  addrefs. 

May  it  pleafe  the  governor, 

Nothing  lefs  than  a  regard  to  the  public  intereft 
would  engage  us  to  decline  fully  complying  with  the 
governor’s  advice,  not  to  attend  the  enfuing  Indian 
treaty  ;  though  we  have  reafon  to  believe  the  proprie¬ 
taries  inftrudtions  to  the  governor  on  this  occalion  are 
grounded  on  fome  fall'e  and  unjuft  informations  fent 
from  hence. 

Our  application  this  day  was  to  defire  the  governor 
would  be  fo  kind  as  to  inform  us,  whether  he  had  any 
objections  to  our  printing  his  anfwer,  in  which  the 
earl  of  Halifax  is  faid  to  have  called'the  Indians  “  fo- 
“  reign  princes  and  an  independent  people,”  but  the 
anfwer  the  governor  has  now  been  pleafed  to  fend  us 
relates  folely  to  our  addrefs  ;  as  it  is  contrary  to  our 
intention — to  mifreprefent  any  tranfadtion  before 
or  fince  the  governor’s  adminiftration  ;  we  fhall  ef- 
teem  it  a  favour  to  have  thole  parts  pointed  cut 
which  the  governor  thinks  in  any  relpect  excep¬ 
tionable. 

What  we  have  faid  concerning  the  proprietaries 
and  their  agents  is  grounded  on  the  public  records 

- The  governor’s  refilling  to  confent  to  accept  of 

our  contribution,  or  our  offer  of  attending  the  treaty  has 
given  much  encouragement  to  the  adverfaries  of  the 
peace  of  the  province,  to  repeat  their  malevolent  af- 
fertions  and  calumnies  againft  us  ;  but  to  manifeft  our 
regard  to  the  public  intereft,  to  be  greater  than  to 
our  private  charaClers  5  we  fhall  for  a  few  days  fuf- 
pend  the  printing  of  our  addrefs,  that  there  may  be 

no 
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no  poffibility  of  charging  us  by  the  publication  “  with  AP  PEN. 

“  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  Indians.”  No.  If. 

Penfylva- 

Signed  by  appointment,  and  on  behalf  of  the  truf-  ma’ 

tees  and  treafurer  of  the  friendly  affociation - for 

regaining  and  preferving  peace  with  the  Indians  by 
pacific  meafures. 


1 7  5  7- 


15th  of  7th  month,  Abel  James,  Clerk. 

1 757* 

APPENDIX,  No.  ITT. 


Abfraft  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Council ,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Complaints 
of  the  Indians  at  the  Treaty  at  Eafrn,  the 
8 th  of  November ,  17  56. 

To  William  Denny,  Efq.  Lieutenant  Governor,  &c.  1.756. 
of  the  Province  of  Penfylvania,  and  Counties  of 
New-Caftle,  Kent  and  Suilex  on  Delaware. 


Upon  the  whole  it  is  very  evident  to  us ;  and  fo 
we  preiume  it  mud  appear  to  all  unprejudiced  per- 
lons,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  Shadow  of  foundation 
for  any  part  of  the  complaint  made  by  Teedyufcuny, 
on  behalf  of  the  Indians  againft  the  proprietaries,  we 
muft  therefore  attribute  his  exhibiting  that  groundless 
and  falfe  charge  againft  them  to  l’ome  undue  influ¬ 
ence,  or  to  the  difficulty  he  was  under  to  invent  any 
other  plaufible  pretext  for  the  cruel  murders  and  hor¬ 
rid  devaluations  committed  by  them  on  our  back  in¬ 
habitants,  and  for  their  bafe  ungrateful  breach  of 
faith,  and  the  many  treaties  made,  and  fo  Solemnly 
and  frequently  renewed  with  us,  even  fo  lately  as  the 
Spring  before  they  committed  thofe  Shocking  murders 
and  cruelties  on  our  borders :  and  we  cannot  but 
think  that,  inftead  of  this  falfe  caufe  which  Teedyuf- 
cung  has  thought  fit  to  aflign  for  their  taking  part 
with  the  enemy  againft  us,  he  might  with  greater 
"V  ol.  IV.  M  m  truth 
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APPEN. truth  have  mentioned  that,  of  our  refufing,  or  ne- 
No.  III.  glecling  (though  fo  frequently  and  earneftly  requeft- 
Penfylva-  to  cffer  them  protection,  and  give  them  the 
.  ‘  .hatchet,  and  to  join,  and  go  out  with  them  againft 

the  French,  as  we  have  before  obfcrved ;  but  the 
people  who  have  fince  that  time  appeared  fo  inde- 
fatigably  induftrious  to  engrofs  all  the  management 
of  the  Indians  to  themfelves  (in  which  your  honour 
muft  be  fenfible  as  well  as  we,  they  have  but  too  well 
fucceeded)  were  chiefly  the  fame  who  made  up  a  great 
majority  of  the  affembly,  at  the  time  when  the  houfe 
from  their  avowed  religious  principles,  or  from  what 
other  motives  they  beffc  know,  refufed,  or  declined 
to  concur  with  the  governor  in  giving  the  hatchet  to, 
and  joining  with  thofe  Indian's  againft  the  enemy  : 
and  as  they  cannot  but  be  confcious,  that  they  juftly 
deferve,  and  muft  have  incurred  great  blame  on  that 
account,  if  the  Indians  fhould  have  given  that  for 
the  reafon  of  their  joining  with  the  French  againft  us: 
we  are  better  able  to  account  for  thefe  people  being 
fo  numerous  at  all  the  late  Indian  treaties,  and  upon 
all  occaftons  fo  very  forward  and  anxious  to  ingratiate 
themfelves  with  the  Indians,  and  For  Teedyufcung’s 
choofing  to  offer  thefe  imaginary  reafons  for  his  quar¬ 
rel  with  us,  rather  than  the  true  one. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  Servants, 

Ltnford  Lardner,  &c. 
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BOOK  VII. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  Reign 
to  the  Year  1764. 


CHAP.  I. 

George  III.  fucceeds  to  the  'Throne . — Addrefs  to 
him. — Addrefs  to  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales . 

— Francis  Hart  is  profecuted  by  Mary  Jerom 
for  reading  a  Tefiimony  of  Denial. — Addrefs 
on  the  Peace. — Account  of  John  Goodwin. 

r- 

v_XEORGE  II.  was  fucceeded  by  his  grand-  chap. 
Ion  George  III.  our  prefect  fovereign,  ion  to  L 
I rederick,  late  prince  of  W  ales,  who  died  in  i-£0 
the  year  I75G  greatly  and  generally  lamented, 
as  he  was  generally  beloved.  Addreffes  to 
the  young  king,  being  fent  up  from  all  quarters, 
the  people  called  Quakers  in  London,  alfo  drew 
up,  and  appointed  a  deputation  to  wait  upon 
the  king  with  the  following  addrefs. 

M  m  % 
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c  h  a  P-Xo  George  III.  King  of  Great:  Britain  and  the 
' _ ,  Dominions  thereunto  belonging. 

1 7  Co. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  his  Protedant  Subjeds 
the  People  called  Quakers. 

May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

4  Deeply  affeded  with  the  fudden  and  for- 
4  rowful  event,  that  leads  our  fellow-fubjeds 
4  with  condolence  to  the  throne,  we  beg  leave 
4  to  exprefs  the  fympathy  we  feel  on  this 
4  occafion. 

4  Juftly  fenfible  of  the  favour  and  protection 
4  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  late  mild  and 
4  happy  reign,  and  impreffed  with  the  warmed 
4  fenriments  of  duty  and  gratitude  to  our  de- 
4  ceafed  fovereign,  we  pay  this  tribute  of  unaf- 
4  feded  grief  to  the  memory  of  the  father  and 
4  friend  of  his  people. 

4  We  have  abundant  reafon  to  acknowledge 
4  the  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God,  for  continuing 
4  to  this  period  a  life  of  fuch  importance  to  the 
4  welfare  of  thefe  kingdoms';  a  period  when  we 
4  behold  a  prince  endowed  with  atualities  that 
4  add  luftre  to  a  crown,  formed  by  tuition  and 
4  example  to  protect  the  liberties  of  his  people, 
4  afcending  the  Britilh  throne;  and  in  the  ear- 
4  lieft  ads  of  power,  giving  the  mod:  ample  de- 
4  monftration  of  his  royal  regard  for  piety  and 
4  virtue. 

4  Ever  faithful  and  zealoufly  affeded  to  thy 
4  illuftrious  houfe,  though  differing  in  fen- 
4  timents  and  condud  from  others  of  our  fellow- 
4  fubjeds,  we  embrace  this  opportunity  to  crave 
4  thy  indulgence  and  protedion.  and  beg  leave 

4  to 
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to  allure  the  king  that  our  diflent  proceeds  chap- 
*  not  from  a  contumacious  difregard  to  the  *• 

4  laws,  to  cuftom  or  authority,  but  from  motives  x  .  g0 
4  to  us  purely  confeientious. 

*  The  fame  religious  principles  that  produce 
4  this  diflent,  we  truft,  through  divine  afliftance, 

4  will  continue  to  engage  us  as  it  always  bath 
4  done  lince  we  were  a  people,  to  exert  what- 
4  ever  influence  we  may  be  poflefled  of  in  pro- 
4  moting  the  fear  of  God,  the  honour  of  the 
4  king,  and  the  profperity  of  his  fubjedls. 

4  May  the  Almighty  blefs  thy  endeavours  to 
4  put  a  flop  to  the  effufion  of  blood,  and  render 
4  thee  the  happy  inftrument  of  reftoring  peace 
4  and  tranquillity. 

4  May  facred  and  unerring  wifdom  be  thy 
4  guide,  adorn  thee  with  every  virtue,  and 
4  crown  thee  with  every  blefling ;  that  future 
4  ages  may  commemorate  the  happinefs  of  thv 
4  reign  with  grateful  admiration. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  faid  people  in 
London,  the  ill  of  12th  month,  1760,  by  %20 
friends. 


The  Anfwer, 

4  This  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  is  very  ac- 
4  ceptable  to  me,  and  you  may  depend  on  my 
4  protedlion.’  . 

They  alfo  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  mother, 
the  princefs  of  Wales,  viz. 

May  it  pleafe  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales. 

4  We  the  people  called  Quakers,  beg  leave 
to  teflify  our  grief  for  the  lofs  we  have  fuflain- 

4  ed. 
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;c  h  a  p.«  ed  by  the  deceafe  of  our  late  gracious  fove 
v  -  , £  reign ;  duty  as  well  as  gratitude  for  the  fa- 

i 76 0.  ‘  vours  we  enjoyed  during  his  long  and  happy 
4  reign,  claim  our  unfeigned  regard  to  his  me- 
£  'mory,  and  to  every  part  of  the  royal  family 
c  our  molt  grateful  attachment. 

4  As  the  afflictions  that  befal  them  very  deep- 
4  ly  affeft  us,  fo  we  fhare  in  the  bleflings  they 
4  enjoy,  and  we  lincerely  rejoice  at  the  happy 
4  accelhon  of  thy  fon,  our  fovereign,  to  the 
£  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

£  The  noble  proofs  he  has  already  given  of 
£  great  and  illuftrious  qualities,  fufficiently  point 
£  out  how  much  we  are  indebted  to  a  mother’s 
£  early  care  in  his  education. 

f  It  will  we  trull,  be  our  eonflant  endeavour 
£  to  manifell  our  dutiful  affedlion  to  the  prin- 
4  cefs,  and  our  cheerful  obedience  and  fidelity 
£  to  the  king,  by  a  conduct  becoming  our  religi- 
4  ous  profeffion.  May  the  Almighty  pour 
4  down  his  choicell  bleifings  on  every  branch 
4  of  the  royal  family;  may  they  be  regarded 
4  as  the  ornaments  of  the  prefent  age,  and  as 
4  examples  of  virtue  in  fucceeding  generations.’ 

To  which  Ihe  returned  an  anfwer,  as  nearly 
as  can  be  recolle&ed,  as  follows. 

4  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind 
4  attention  to  me  and  my  family.’ 

1767.  A  cafe  occurs  in  this  year,  whereby  the  vali- 
^f3r"cis  dity  of  the  difcipline  of  this  fociety  was  brought 
ftciredby  to  a  legal  trial,  an  occurrence  of  which  I  know 
Mary  no  other  inllance.  Mary  Jerom,  avcung  woman 
j;rora.  of  ^Nottingham,  w  ho  had  been  educated  by  her 

parents 
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parents  in  this  fociety,  and  by  them  left  in  pcf-  c 
feflion  of  a  conliderable  property,  having  been 
in  various  parts  of  her  condud,  very  inconfiff- 
ent  with  a  life  of  felf- denial,  and  the  religious 
principles  of  this  people,  and  for  iome  time  moftly 
negle&ed  the  attendance  of  the  meetings  of  di¬ 
vine  worfhip ;  and  as  wrong  conduct  is  fre¬ 
quently  attended  with  or  productive  of  errone¬ 
ous  fentiment,  flie  had  alio  imbibed  erroneous 
notions,  contrary  to  fcripture  doctrine;  where¬ 
fore  her  conduct  came  under  the  cognizance  of 
friends  of  Nottingham  monthly  meeting.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  lalutary  difcipline  of  the  fociety, 
they  appointed  friends  to  pay  her  religious  vifits, 
to  ufe  endeavours  in  gofpel  love  to  inform  and 
reclaim  her;  but  fhe  feems  to  have  been  lifted 
up  in  her  mind  above  the  reception  of  advice. 
The  labour  of  love  extended  to  her  proved  in¬ 
effectual,  (lie  rejected  their  admonition,  and  per¬ 
illed  in  the  fame  line  of  conduct,  and  juftified 
herfelf  therein.  The  meeting  therefore,  after  a 
deliberate  conlideration  of  the  cafe  in  all  its 
circumltances,  thought  it  neceffary  to  bear  a  tef- 
timony  of  their  diiunity  with  her  laid  lenti- 
ments  and  conduct;  which  being  drawn  up,  ap¬ 
proved  and  authenticated,  was  ordered  to  be 
publifhed  in  the  cuftomary  way.  It  was  accord¬ 
ingly  read  after  the  time  of  worfhip  in  the  meet- 
ing-houl’e  of  Nottingham,  by  Francis  Hart, 
cleik  of  the  monthly  meeting,  and  a  copy  there¬ 
of  handed  to  her  a  few  days  after. 

The  high  fpirit  of  this  female  was  fo  mortified 
and  provoked  by  this  a£t  of  difcipline,  that  in- 
flead  of  reflecting  on  her  own  condudt,  which 
had  made  it  neceffary  to  preferve  confiftency, 
and  prevent  confufion  in  the  fociety;  depending 

upon 


53? 


HAP. 

I. 


536  HISTORY  of  the 

c  h  a  p.Upon  her  abundance,  fhe  formed  a  refolution  to 
obtain  fatisfadlion,  as  far  as  money  could 
,-(5!  effedt  it. 

Firft,  upon  an  affidavit  of  the  publication 
thereof  by  Francis  Hart,  by  reading  the  fame, 
&c.  fhe  moved  the  court  of  King’s  Bench 
for  an  information  againft  him  for  a  libel, 
but  the  court,  looking  upon  it  as  a  cafe 
by  no  means  proper  for  fuch  a  profeeution, 
afked  the  counfellor  who  moved  it,  if  he  was 
really  in  earneft,  and  upon  his  affirmative  reply, 
rejedled  the  motion,  and  refufed  to  grant  a 
rule  even  to  fhew  caufe. 

Although  difappointed  in  this  firft  application 
the  faid  Mary  Jerom  defifted  not  from  profecut- 
ing  her  purpofe.  For  on  the  12th  of  3d  month, 
1762,  fhe  preferred  an  indidiment  for  a  libel 
againft  Francis  Hart,  at  the  aflizes  at  Notting¬ 
ham,  grounded  on  the  publication  of  the  faid 
paper  in  the  manner  above  hated,  and  having 
prevailed  with  the  grand  jury  to  find  the  bill, 
to  which  Hart  pleaded  not  guilty,  the  caufe  was 
tried  at  Nottingham  the  30th  of  3d  month, 
1762,  before  judge  Clive,  when  it  w  as  infilled 
by  Francis  Hart’s  council,  that  the  paper  in 
quefiion  was  not  a  libel,  (according  to  the  legal 
definition  of  a  libel  laid  dowTn  in  Hawke)  being 
only  an  ordinary  and  ufual  adl  of  church  difcip- 
line,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  religious  fo- 
eiety  to  which  the  faid  Mary  Jerom  the  prol'e- 
cutrix  had  belonged,  and  that  what  was  called 
a  publication  of  it,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
compliance  with  the  faid  rules,  without  any 
malice  in  Francis  Hart  towards  the  profecutrix, 
or  intent  to  blacken  her  reputation  or  expofe 
her  to  public  hatred,  contempt  or  ridicule. 
And  the  judge  in  his  charge  to  the  jury  declar¬ 
ed 


537 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS 

ed  as  his  opinion,  that  the  paper  in  queflion  chap. 
(notwithftanding  the  endeavours  ufed  in  fram-  L 
ing  the  indictment  to  extract  fcandal  out  of  it, 
by  means  of  forced  conft  ruCtions,  with  a  view  to  ' 
make  it  a  libel)  did  not  really  contain  fuch  fcandal, 
nor  did  it,  under  the  circurnftances  in  which  it 
appeared  to  the  court,  amount  to  a  libel. 

Notwithftandiug  which,  the  jury  after  going 
out  of  court,  and  deliberating  about  three  hours 
upon  the  matter,  brought  in  their  verdiCt,  find¬ 
ing  the  defendant  guilty,  contrary  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  expectation  of  thole  who  were  prefent  at  the 
trial,  who  fiom  the  judge’s  charge  to  the  jury 
were  perfuaded  that  he  would  have  been  ac¬ 
quitted. 

Neither  could  the  judge  forbear  expreffing 
his  furprize  when  the  jury  returned  him  their 
verdiCl  (which  was  at  his  lodgings,  the  court 
being  adjourned)  and  to  fhew  them  that  he  dif¬ 
fered  in  fentiment  with  them,  he  told  them  he 
would  take  care  the  fine  fhould  be  very  finall. 

Francis  Hart  finding  himfelf  greatly  aggrieved 
by  this  verdict,  did,  by  advice  of  his  counfel 
on  the  ioth  of  nth  month,  1762,  move  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench  for  a  new  trial.  On 
hearing  the  nature  of  the  caufe  opened  by  his 
counfel  which  was  confirmed  by  the  judge,  who 
tried  the  caufe,  who  added  his  dififatisfaCtion 
at  the  verdict  found  by  the  jury,  the  court  or¬ 
dered  the  profecutrix’s  counfel,  ferjeant  Hevvit, 
if  he  had  any  caufe  to  fhew  again!!  the  motion 
he  fhould  urge  it  then,  for  that  they  would  not 
give  fo  much  countenance  to  the  profecution,  as 
to  make  a  rule  to  fhew  caufe ;  and  accordingly 
the  court  made  an  abfolute  rule  for  a  new  trial. 
Immediately  upon  which  ferjeant  Hewit  came 
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chap,  out  of  the  court,  and  told  two  friends  then  pre. 

, _ L _ fent,  that  if  the  plaintiff  would  be  advifed  by 

1762.  him,  he  would  take  care  the  defendant  or  his 
friends  fhould  have  no  further  trouble;  and,  as 
far  as  appears,  there  was  no  further  procedure 
in  the  matter. 

The  injudicious  and  illegal  verdidf  of  the 
Nottingham  jury  in  this  cafe  might  have  been 
productive  of  very  troublefome  confequences  to 
the  l'ociety,  if  Francis  Hart  and  his  friends  had 
quietly  fubmitted  under  it.  But  the  judgment 
of  the  King’s  Bench  both  before  and  after  the 
trial,  exhibiting  a  clear  evidence  that  in  the 
concurring  opinion  of  the  juflices  of  that  court, 
the  writing  in  queftion,  under  its  circumftances, 
was  not  a  libel ;  but  as  this  fociety  was  legally 
tolerated,  and  as  every  orderly  fociety  civil  or 
religious  muft  have  fome  common  principles 
and  rules  of  conduct,  as  external  marks  of  dis¬ 
crimination  between  thofe  who  are  members 
and  thofe  who  are  not,  the  fimple  declaration 
that  any  perfon  for  the  caufes  fpecified  had  for¬ 
feited  bis  or  her  memberfhip  therein  was  not  only 
no  libel,  but  requifite  to  the  well  ordering  of  any 
fociety.  This  judgment  of  the  principals  of  the 
law  prevented  this  high  fpirited  woman  from 
carrying  her  refentment  to  the  length  fhe  de¬ 
fined,  to  oblige  the  monthly  meeting  of  Not¬ 
tingham  to  erafe  all  their  proceedings  in  her 
cale.  Her  counfellor,  moil  probably,  had  in¬ 
formed  her  that  in  cafe  of  a  new  trial  it  would 
be  likely  to  go  againft  her,  and  if  fhe  did  not 
give  up  the  caufe,  it  muft  go  on. 

The  final  termination  of  this  affair  did  not 
only  releafe  this  innocent  and  worthy  man  from 
further  trouble  and  perplexity ;  but  had  a  bene¬ 
ficial 
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ficial  tendency  to  difcourage  fome  others  from  c 
limilar  proceedings. 

The  nation  had  been  for  feveral  years  en- ^ 
gaged  in  a  war  with  France,  which  was  not  yet 
terminated,  when  the  prefent  king  afcended  the 
throne,  but  was  carried  on  for  a  year  or  two 
longer  againft  France  and  Spain  in  conjunction. 

It  was  at  laft  terminated  by  a  treaty  of  peace 
concluded  at  Paris,  the  ioth  of  2d  month,  1763. 
In  conlequence  whereof  friends  at  their  enfuing 
yearly  meeting  thought  it  expedient  to  prefent 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  and  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  draw  one  up,  which  being  done,  was 
prefented  to  the  king  by  a  deputation  of  faid 
meeting,  and  read  by  John  Fothergill,  who  in¬ 
troduced  it  with  the  following  preface. 

“  I  think  myfelf  happy  in  being  appointed 
“  once  more  to  convey  the  fentiments  of  the 
“  people  called  Quakers  to  the  king,  and  at 
t(  the  lame  time  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  ac- 
“  quaint  him,  that  the  addrefs  which  I  beg 
“  leave  to  oifer  to  the  king,  was  propofed  and 
“  l’olemnly  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to  in  a 
“  very  large  affembly  of  the  aforefaid  people ; 

“  the  only  difficulty  attending  it  being  the  choice 
“  of  terms  fufficiently  llrong,  in  which  to  ex- 
“  prefs  our  duty  ajad  affe&ion.” 

To  George  III.  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Dominions  thereunto  belonging. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  his  Proteftant  Subjects 
the  People  called  Quakers. 

May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

‘  Being  met  in  this  our  annual  aflembly  from 
■  various  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
f  for  the  worffiip  of  Almighty  God,  and  the 
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c  H  a  p.  ‘  promotion  of  piety  and  virtue,  we  embrace 
.  1  . f  the  opportunity  which  the  reftoration  of  peace 

1763.  c  affords  us,  to  teftify  our  affedion  to  thy  royal 
c  perfon  and  family,  and  our  dutiful  fubmilfiou 
£  to  thy  government. 

/  To  a  people  profefling  that  the  ufe  of  arms 
£  is  to  them  unlawful;  a  people  who  reverence 
‘  the  glorious  gofpel  declaration  of  good  will  to 
£  men,  and  fervently  wifh  for  the  univerfal 
k  eftablifhment  of  peace,  its  return  mull  be 
£  highly  acceptable. 

£  To  flop  the  efiufion  of  blood,  to  eafe  the 
£  burden  of  thy  people,  and  terminate  the  cala- 
‘  mi.ies  that  affed  fo  large  a  part  of  the  globe, 

‘  we  are  perfuaded  w^ere  thy  motives  to  effed 
£  the  prefent  pacification;  motives  fo  juft  in 
£  themfelves,  fo  full  of  benevolence  and  humi- 
£  lity,  demand  our  united  and  cordial  appro- 
£  bation. 

£  May  the  fovereign  of  the'  univerfe,  who 

created  all  nations  of  one  blood,  difpofe  the 
£  minds  of  princes  by  fuch  examples,  to  learn 
£  other  means  of  reconciling  their  jarring  inter- 
£  efts  and  contentions,  than  by  the  ruin  of  coun- 
£  tries  and  deftrudion  of  mankind. 

£  The  proofs  we  have  received  of  thy  royal 
£  condelcenfion  and  indulgence,  the  lafting  im- 
£  preflions  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  the 
£  kings  of  thy  illuftrious  houfe,  fill  our  hearts  at 
£  this  time  with  the  w-armeft  lentiments  of  affec- 
c  tion  and  duty. 

£  Strongly  impreffed  by  fuch  fentiments  we 
£  return  to  our  refpedive  habitations,  with  full 
£  purpofe  to  cultivate  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  a 
‘  fpirit  of  harmony  and  concord,  fo  effentially 
£  neceffary  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown  and  hap- 
piuefs  of  the  fubjed.  May  God,  the  fource 

£  of 
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‘  of  every  bleffing,  the  fountain  of  every  excel- c  h  a  p, 

‘  lence,  ever  gracioufiy  diredl  thy  lisps  and  J‘ 

*  preferve  thee  long  to  rule  over  thy  extenlive 

*  dominions,  with  that  wifdom,  moderation  and 

*  equity,  which  effeftually  fecure  to  princes 

*  the  cheerful  obedience  of  their  people,  and 
c  tranfmit  their  names  with  deferved  honour  to 
‘  pofterity.5 

To  which  the  king  was  pleafed  to  return  the 
following  anfwer. 

*  Thefe  repeated  affurances  of  your  affedlion 

*  to  my  perfon  and  family,  and  of  your  duty  to 
‘  my  government,  are  agreeable  to  me  and  can- 
‘  not  fail  to  infure  to  you  the  continuance  of 
‘  my  protection.5 

In  the  year  1763,  died  John  Goodwin  of  Account  of 
Efkyrgoch  in  Montgomeryfhire,  North  Wales,  J°hn 
a  man  of  a  low  hation  in  the  world,  yet  an  emi-G°°dwir!’ 
nent  mini  her  of  the  gofpel,  being  inftrumental 
to  turn  many  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from 
the  power  of  fatan  to  the  power  of  God ;  fo 
that  he  might  well  be  numbered  among  the 
valiants  of  Ifcael,  and  has  juftly  been  efteemed 
one  of  the  principal  worthies  of  our  age. 

His  father  and  mother  were  both  convinced 
of  truth  about  the  fame  time,  and  received  it  in 
the  love  of  it.  At  that  time  his  father  was 
clerk  to  the  parifh  and  mailer  of  the  free-fchool 
thereof;  but  upon  his  joining  with  friends,  and 
giving  up  faithfully  to  divine  convi&ion,  he  was 
turned  out  of  both  thefe  places,  and  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  hard  labour,  wherein  his 
mother  heartily  joined;  but  John,  their  eldeft 

child. 
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chap,  child,  then  well  grown  toward  the  ftate  of  a 
youth,  not  underitanding  their  cafe,  thought 
1763.  them  fools  to  turn  Quakers,  and  refolved  he 
would  not  be  like  them  in  that;  nor  did  they 
offer  any  compulfion  to  him  therein.  But  their 
prayers,  put  up  to  the  Lord  for  him,  were  mani- 
ieftly  anfwered,  and  they  had  in  their  fon  the 
comfort  they  defired.  At  this  time  friends 
were  grown  numerous  in  Wales ;  but  foon  after, 
by  the  encouragement  given  by  William  Penn, 
moft  of  the  friends  in  fome  parts  of  that  princi¬ 
pality  removed  and  fettled  in  Fenfylvania,  and 
amongft  the  reft  John’s  father  and  /  mother, 
with  moft  of  their  children.  From  inclination, 
he  would  have  removed  with  them;  but  a 
higher  power  directed  his  ftay  in  his  native 
land;  and  to  that  he  gave  up  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  and  every  thing.  This  account  of  John 
Goodwin  is  principally  taken  from  the  writings 
of  a  friend  lately  deceafed  *,  who  received  it 
from  his  own  mouth.  The  great  favours  of 
the  Lord  to  him,  he  recounted  to  the  following 
purport, 

When  the  Lord  pointed  out  poor  Wales 
“•  as  a  field  of  labour  for  me,  he  promifed  that 
“  if  I  was  faithful  to  him  in  it,  he  would  be 
“  with  me  and  favour  me  therein;  and  now  I 
<c  have  in  my  heart  a  teftimony  for  him  in  my 
£c  old  age,  that  he  hath  abundantly  made  good 
cc  his  promife  to  me,  both  outwardly  and  in- 
“  wardly,  far  beyond  what  at  that  day  I  could 
cc  have  ever  expected.” 

In  his  early  days  he  lived  and  maintained 
his  wife  and  family  by  the  labour  of  his  hands, 

on 

*  See  the  life  of  James  Gough. 
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on  a  farm  of  four  pounds  a  year ;  but  at  length  chap* 
was  enabled  to  purchafe  it,  and  fo  improved  *• 
it,  as  that  it  became  worth  fix  pounds  a  year. 

The  firft  journey  he  travelled  in  the  miniftry,  ' 
he  had  then  got  of  clear  money  about  forty 
{hillings ;  and  he  was  free  to  fpend  it  (if  there 
was  occafion)  in  the  Lord’s  fervice,  know¬ 
ing  that  he  could  enable  him  to  get  more. 

When  he  firft  began  to  entertain  travelling 
friends,  he  had  but  one  bed,  which  he  left  to 
them,  he  and  his  wife  taking  up  their  lodging  in 
the  liable. 

He  filled  up  the  feveral  duties  of  life  with 
good  repute,  being  an  affectionate  hulband,  a 
tender  lather  and  a  good  neighbour.  He  was 
of  an  upright  life  and  converlation,  a  fervent 
lover  of  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  zealous  for  the 
fupport  of  its  teftimony  in  all  its  branches. 

He  continued  frelh  and  lively  to  old  age,  and 
about  three  weeks  before  his  deceafe,  at  the  laft 
public  meeting  which  he  attended,  he  was  ena¬ 
bled  to  bear  a  teftimony  in  the  life  and  power 
of  truth,  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  and 
after  meeting  faid,  cc  He  was  fully  clear  of  the 
“  people,  and  releafed  from  that  fervice 
fignifying,  “  his  time  here  was  near  a  conclu- 
“  fion,  and  that  now  after  a  painful  affli&ion,  he 
“  fhould  foon  be  at  reft  with  the  righteous,  for 
“  which  he  longed,”  yet  laid,  “  Let  patience 
“  have  its  perfed  work.” 

During  his  illnefs  he  appeared  to  be  in  an 
heavenly  Irame  of  mind,  abounding  with  praifes 
to  God  for  his  continued  mercies,  often  expref- 
fing  “  How  valuable  is  the  enjoyment  of  the 
£C  love  of  God  on  a  dying  bed.”  He  defired 
his  love  might  be  remembered  to  his  brethren 
and  fillers  in  Chrift,  being  fenfible  and  clear  in 

his 
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:  h  a  p.  his  underflanding  to  the  lafl  hour,  he  quietly 

_ ,  departed  this  liie,  as  one  falling  into  a  deep 

1763.  Aeep,  the  7th  of  12th  month,  1763,  aged  82 
years. 

“  *  The  foregoing  narrative  of  the  life  of 
cc  this  worthy  elder  may  convey  profitable  in- 
“  flru&ion  to  every  clafs  of  readers  whether  of 
“  high  or  low  degree.  To  the  former  a  leffon 
“  of  inflrudlion  how  humbly  thankful  they 
“  ought  to  be  to  the  gracious  Giver  of  all  good 
“  things  for  his  extenfive  bounty  to  them,  when 
“  they  confider  this  truly  good  man,  in  circum- 
cc  fiances,  which  we  fhould  reckon  mean  in- 
“  deed,  and  a  manner  of  living  fuitable  to  his 
“  circumflances,  bearing  a  lively  and  grateful  tef- 
“  flimony  to  the  goodnefs,  mercy  and  truth  of 
“  the  Lord  in  his  gracious  dealings  with  him. 
“  Alfo  when  he  dedicates  his  little  all  (in  faith) 
“  to  his  Lord’s  fervice,  doth  he  not  in  the  filent 
“  and  reaching  language  of  example,  convey  this 
“  intelligence  to  thy  loul,  who  art  blefled  with 
“  abundance  ?  Go  thou-  and  do  likewife ;  ho- 
“  nour  the  Lord  with  thy  fubflance,  and  the 
<c  firft  fruits  of  thine  encreafe;  love  mercy,  and 
“  walk  humbly  with  thy  God ;  deeply  ponder- 
“  ing  in  thy  heart,  how  much  oweft  thou  to  the 
“  Lord? 

“  And  thofe  of  low  circumflances  from 
<c  hence  may  learn,  that  happinefs  is  not  con- 
‘c  fined  to  any  particular  flation  of  life ;  but  is 
the  refult  of  obfening  the  law'  of  God  in  the 
“  inward  parts,  being  (as  it  preferibes)  content 
“  w  ith  the  things  which  we  have,  not  minding 
“  high  things,  but  reducing  our  defires  to  the 
“  level  of  our  ftatiou  in  life,  that  fo  we  may  fill 

“  it 
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“  «  with  propriety.  If  we  thus  walk  by  the  c  h  a  p. 
<c  unerring  rule  of  truth,  though  we  be  efteem-  l- 
“  ed  poor  in  this  world,  we  fhall  be  rich  in 
“  ^ith,  and,  with  this  good  man,  enjoy,  in  the  *7  3* 

“  obfcurity  of  the  humble  cottage  what  palaces 
<c  too  lei  do  m  afford,  folid  content,  the  confola- 
“  tion  of  a  confcience  void  of  offence,  and  in 
“  reward  of  well  doing,  the  peace  of  God  that 
“  paffeth  the  underllandings  of  men.  The 
££  moft  fplendid  and  extenfive  earthly  pofTef- 
££  lions,  when  laid  in  the  balance  againft  du- 
££  rable  poffeflions  like  thefe,  are  indeed  as  no- 
f£  thing  and  lighter  than  vanity.” 
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CHAP.  II. 

PENSYLVANIA. 

A  Spirit  of  Enmity  remains  in  Penfylvania. — 
Account  of  the  Indians  at  Conefogoe. — Thefe 
Indians  addrefs  the  Governor. — Six  of  them  are 
murdered  in  their  Huts. — Proclamation  is  if- 
fuedfor  taking  the  Murderers. — Fourteen  Indi¬ 
ans  are  murdered  in  the  Work-houfe  at  Lan- 
cafer. — A  fecond  Proclamation. — Other  friend¬ 
ly  Indians  are  removed  to  Philadelphia  for  Pro¬ 
tection. — Further  Mif chief  is  intended.  — Gover¬ 
nor  confults  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City. — Rioters 
come  within  fix  Miles  of  Philadelphia. — Gover¬ 
nor  fends  fome  to  fpeak  with  them. — They  deli¬ 
ver  a  Remwifl ranee  and  return  Home. — Ad¬ 
drefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers  to  the  Governor  • 

IRELAND. 

Heath  of  the  Author  of  this  Hi/lory. — Tefimony 
concerning  the  Author. 


CHAP.  The  affairs  of  this  fociety  in  England  fur- 
.  tL  nilh  few  or  no  remarkable  materials  for  hiftory 
1-63.  at  this  period  of  time;  but  in  Penfyl vania  a 
Spirit  of  fpjrjt  0f  bitter  enmity  againft  this  people  was 
remains  ftill  retained  and  difl’eminated  by  a  refllefs 
in  Penfyl-  party,  who,  as  hath  been  before  remarked,  had 
for  l'ome  time  paft  been  endeavouring  to  raife 
tumults  in  this  ftate.  The  honeft  endeavours 
of  friends  to  promote  a  Reconciliation  with  the 

\  Indians 
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Indians  and  the  fuccefs  attending  them,  gave  a  c  h  a  p. 
new  edge  to  the  acrimony  of  their  oppofers,  H- 
becaufe  thefe  meafures  thwarted  the  views  of  “’j”  ^ 
thefe  men,  who,  without  regard  to  the  public 
good  or  the  principles  of  chriilianitv,  wifhed 
the  continuance  of  public  dilturbances  to  ad¬ 
vance  their  private  ends.  A  mutinous  and 
lawlefs  fpirit  was  by  them  induftrioufly  foment¬ 
ed  amongft  the  molt  ignorant  and  ferocious  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  frontiers,  whereby  they  were 
mitigated  to  the  commilfion  of  a  crime  of  the 
ntmolt  turpitude  in  itfelf,  and  utterly,  deteltable 
by  all  moderate  and  humane  perfons,  as  a  hein¬ 
ous  violation  of  the  laws  of  chrillianity,  morali¬ 
ty  and  hofpitality. 

*  A  fmall  body  of  Indians,  the  remains 
of  a  tribe  of  the  fix  nations,  were  fettled  at 

a  place  called  Coneltogoe.  On  the  firft  ar-  Account  of 
rival  of  the  Englilh  in  Penfylvania,  melfen-'^”^8 
gers  from  this  tribe  came  to  welcome  them,togoe. 
and  brought  them  prefents  of  venifon,  corn  and 
Ikins ;  and  the  whole  tribe  entered  into  a  treaty 
of  friendlhip  with  the  firlt  proprietor  William 
Penn  (as  hath  been  noticed  in  its  place.)  This 
treaty  was  to  lalt  as  long  as  the  fun  fhould 
fhine,  or  the  waters  run  in  the  rivers.  The 
treaty  had  been  frequently  renewed,  and  the 
chain  brightened,  as  they  exprefs  it,  from  time 
to  time.  As  their  lands  by  degrees  came  moftly 
into  the  hands  of  the  white  people  by  l'uccef- 
five  purchafes,  the  proprietor  alhgned  them 
lands  on  the  manor  of  Coneltogoe,  to  be  re- 

N  n  2  tained 

*  Narrative  of  the  late  mafiacres  in  Lancafter  of 
a  number  of  Indians,  friends  of  this  province,  printed 
in  1764. 
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chap,  rained  for  their  own  ufe  and  habitation.  There 
.  they  lived  many  years  in  friendfhip  with  their 

1763  European  neighbours  and  their  delcendants,  by 
whom  they  were  regarded  with  affedtion  for 
their  peaceful  and  inoffenlive  behaviour. 

Tnis  tribe  was  greatly  diminilhed  in  number 
from  the  time  when  the  European  planters  firft 
arrived  in  their  neighbourhood.  There  re¬ 
mained  in  their  town  no  more  than  twenty  per- 
fons,  viz.  feven  men.  five  women,  and  eight 
children.  This  little  fociety  continued  the  tuf- 
tom,  which  they  had  begun  when  they  were 
a  more  numerous  body,  of  aadreiling  every  new 
governor,  and  every  defcendant  of  the  firit  pro¬ 
prietor,  welcoming  him  to  the  province,  affur- 
ing  him  of  their  fidelity,  and  requefting  a  con- 

Conefto^oe  t^nuance  that  favour  and  protection,  they  had 
Indians"  hitherto  experienced.  They  had  fent  up  an 
addrefs the  addrefs  of  the  fame  kind  to  the  prefent  gover- 
go\ eraur,  John  Penn,  as  he  had  lately  fucceeded 

William  Denny  in  the  government,  who,  I  pre¬ 
fume,  might  have  refigned  the  office,  which 
muff  have  become  very  uneafy  to  him,  prefifed 
on  one  hand  by  the  apprehended  exigences  of 
the  ftate;  on  the  other,  cramped  by  pro¬ 
prietary  inftrudlions,  and  involved  thereby  in 
difagreeable  altercations  with  the  affembly,  who 
entertained  a  confirmed  jealoufy  of  thefe  inftruc- 
tions  and  of  the  political  views  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors  to  take  advantage  of  the  prefent  difficult 
and  diftreffed  circumllances  of  the  province,  to 
wreft  from  them  and  their  condiments  feme  of 
their -chartered  privileges,  and  to  invade  their 
conftitutional  rights. 

The  iaft  addrefs  was  but  juft  delivered,  and 
the  new  governor  fcarce  fettled  in  his  govern¬ 
ment, 
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msnt,  when  on  the  14th  of  12th  month,  1763,  chap. 

fifty-feven  men  from  fome  of  the  frontier  fettle  -  li- _ , 

ments,  who  had  projected  the  deftru&ion  of  ,-<53. 
this  little  community,  came  all  well  mounted, 
and  armed  with  muikets,  hangers  and  hatchets 
to  Coneltogoe  manor,  having  travelled  through 
the  country  in  the  night.  There  they  furround- 
ed  the  fmail  village  of  Indian  huts,  and  juft  at 
the  dawn  of  day  broke  into  them  all  at  once.  c.  .  . 
Only  two  men  three  women  and  a  young  boy  Indians 
were  found  at  home,  the  reft  being  abfent  about are mur' 
their  lawful  occafions.  Thefe  poor  defencelefs  their  huts, 
creatures  were  immediately  fired  upon,  ftabbed 
and  hatchetted  to  death.  The  good  Shaehses* 
among  the  reft  they  cut  to  pieces  in  his  bed: 
all  of  them  wrere  fcalped  and  otherw  ife  horribly 
mangled;  their  huts  were  fet  on  fire  and  moft  of 
them  burned  down.  The  afiTaflins  then  rode 
off,  and  in  fmail  parties,  by  different  roads  went 
home. 

.  The 

*  Shcehaes  (as  defcribed  in  the  narrative)  was  a  very- 
old  man,  having  affifled  at  the  fecond  treaty,  held 
with  the  Indians  by  William  Penn,  in  1701,  and  ever 
fince  continued  a  faithful  and  affe£Honate  friend  to  the 
Engliih,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  an  exceeding  good 
man,  confidering  his  education,  being  of  a  moil:  kind 
and  benevolent  temper.  It  is  faid  that  he  being  be¬ 
fore  told,  that  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  fomc  Engliih 
might  come  from  the  frontiers  into  the  country,  and 
murder  him  and  his  people,  he  replied,  “  It  is  impof- 
“  fible :  there  are  Indians  indeed  in  the  woods,  who 
“  would  kill  me  and  mine,  if  they  could  get  at  us,  for 
“  my  friendfhip  to  the  Engliih;  but  the  Engliih  will 
“  wrap  me  up  in  their  match-coats,  and  fecure  me 
“  from  all  danger.”  How  lamentably  was  he  mif- 
Jtaken  ! 
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chap.  The  tidings  of  this  barbarous  tranfaction  filled 
IL  the  neighbouring  white  people,  who  were  not 
abettors,  with  dil’may  and  abhorrence.  And 
the  lamentations  of  the  younger  Indians,  when 
they  returned,  and  beheld  the  defolation  and 
the  butchered  half  burned  bodies  of  their  mur¬ 
dered  parents  and  other  relations,  were  exceflive 
and  affedting  to  the  lalt  degree. 

The  magiltrates  of  Lancafter  fent  out  to  col- 
le<ft  the  remaining  Indians,  brought  them  into 
the  town  for  their  greater  fecurity  againft  any 
further  attempts ;  took  them  by  the  hand,  and 
promifed  them  protection.  They  were  all  put 
into  the  work-houfe,  a  ftrong  building,  as  the 
place  of  greateft  fafety. 

Thegover-  The  aftoniffiing  news  of  this  difmal  and  dif- 
noriffues  graceful  cataftrophe  foon  reached  Philadelphia; 
mation  for  w^ereuPon  a  proclamation  was  iffued  by  the 
governor,  charging  all  judges,  magiltrates,  offi¬ 
cers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  other  liege  fub- 
jedls  to  make  diligent  fearch  and  inquiry  after 
the  authors  and  perpetrators  of  the  laid  crime, 
their  abettors  and  accomplices,  and  to  ufe  all 
poffible  means  to  apprehend  and  fecure  them  in 
fome  of  the  public  jails  of  the  province,  that 
they  might  be  brought  to  their  trials,  and  be 
proceeded  againft  according  to  law7. 

Too  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
county  of  Laucafter  feeming  rather  to  approve 
than  difcourage  their  fanguinary  atchievement, 
added  audacious  infolence  to  the  wanton  fero¬ 
city  of  thefe  cruel  men.  So  that  neither  the 
precaution  of  placing  the  Indians  in  a  place  of 
fecurity,  nor  the  proclamation  iffued  by  the 
governor  intimidated  them  from  profecuting 
their  wicked  purpofe  in  defiance  of  all  juftice, 

rule 


appre¬ 
hending 
the  mur¬ 
derers. 
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rule  and  government.  Having  got  intelligence  chap. 

that  the  remaining  fourteen  Indians  were  in  the  v _ f 

work-houfe  of  Lancafter,  on  the  27th  of  the  I?63 
fame  month,  they  entered  that  town  (which  is  Fourteen 
large  and  populous,  containing  feveral  thoufand 
inhabitants)  fifty  of  them  armed  as  before,  dii-  in  the 
mounting,  went  direffly  to  the  work-houfe,  by 
force  broke  open  the  door,  and  barbaroufly  Lancaiicr. 
murdered  all  the  Indians  confined  there,  on 
their  bended  knees  protefting  their  innocence 
and  attachment  to  the  Engliffi,  and  with  up¬ 
lifted  hands  imploring  their  lives;  unarmed 
men;  helplefs  women,  and  innocent  infants — 
all  murdered — in  cold  blood. 

The  rioters  who  committed  this  atrocious 
deed,  in  violation  of  all  laws,  human  aud 
divine,  then  mounted  their  horfes,  huzza’d  in 
triumph,  as  if  they  had  accomplifhed  a  laudable 
exploit,  and  rode  off — unmolefted.  Although 
a  number  of  the  king’s  foldiers  were  then  in  the 
barracks  there,  wrhofe  officers  declared  they 
were  ready  to  affift  the  magiftrates,  if  they  had 
been  called  upon,  and,  by  their  conduft  after¬ 
wards  manifefled  their  willingnefs  and  ability  to 
do  fo. 

Upon  this  fecond  maffacre,  a  fecond  procla-  1764. 
mation  was  iffued  by  the  governor  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms. 

“  Whereas  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  De- A  fecond 
“  cember  laft,  I  iffued  a  proclamation  for  the  g™CjK£ 
“  apprehending  and  bringing  to  juftice,  a  num- 
“  ber  of  perfons,  who  in  violation  of  the  public 
“  faith,  and  in  defiance  of  all  law,  had  inhu- 
“  manly  killed  fix  of  the  Indians  who  had 

lived  in  Coneftogoe  manor,  for  the  courfe  ot 

“  many 
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c  a  p.  “  many  years,  peaceably  and  inoffenfively,  un« 

v  .  _ , cc  der  tbe  prote6lion  of  this  government,  on 

1764.  £C  lauds  affigned  to  them  for  their  habitation; 
notwithftanding  which,  I  have  received  infor- 
C£  mation  that  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  fame 
<c  month,  a  large  party  of  armed  men  again  af- 
te  fembled  and  met  together  in  a  riotous  and  tu- 
“  mukuous  manner,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
<c  carter,  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Lancafter, 
“  where  they  violently  broke  open  the  work- 
<c  houfe,  and  butchered  and  put  to  death  four¬ 
teen  of  the  faid  Coneftogoe  Indians,  men, 
“  women  and  children,  who  had  been  taken 
under  the  immediate  care  and  proteftion  of 
tc  the  magirtrates  of  the  faid  county,  and  lodged 
for  their  better  fecurity  in  the  faid  work- 
“  houfe,  till  they  fhould  'be  more  effedually 
c‘  provided  for  by  order  of  the  government. 
<c  And  whereas  common  juftice  loudly  de- 
cc  mauds,  and  the  laws  of  the  ‘land  (upon  the 
“  prefervation  of  which  not  only  the  liberty 
and  fecurity  of  every  individual,  but  the  be- 
cc  ing  of  the  government  itfelf  depend)  require 
<c  that  the  above  offenders  fhould  be  brought 
to  condign  punifhment;  I  have  therefore,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  publifh- 
<c  ed  this  proclamation,  and  do  hereby  ftriftly 
“  charge  and  command  all  judges,  juftices, 
fherirts,  conftables,  officers  civil  and  militarjq 
and  all  other  his  majefty’s  faithful  and  liege 
“  fubjefts  within  this  province,  to  make  diligent 
“  fearch  and  inquiry  after  the  authors  and  per- 
“  petrators  of  the  faid  tart  mentioned  offence, 
<e  their  abettors  and  accomplices,  and  that  they 
cc  ufe  all  poffible  means  to  apprehend  and  fe- 
cure  them  in  fome  of  the  public  jails  of 

“  this 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS.  553 

“  this  province,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  c  h  a  p. 
**  law.”  n- 

“  And  I  do  hereby  further  promife  and  en- 
“  gage  that  any  perfon  or  perfons,  who  fhall 
“  apprehend  and  fecure,  or  caule  to  be  appre- 
“  hended  and  lecured  any  three  of  the  ring-lead- 
“  ers  of  the  faid  party,  and  profecute  them  to 
<c  convidtion,  fhall  have  and  receive  for  each, 

“  the  public  reward  of  two  hundred  pounds  ; 

“  and  any  accomplice,  not  concerned  in  the 
“  immediate  fhedding  the  blood  of  the  faid 
te  Indians,  who  fhall  make  difcovery  of  any  or 
“  either  of  the  faid  ring-leaders,  and  apprehend 
<c  and  profecute  them  to  conviction,  fhall,  over 
“  and  above  the  faid  reward,  have  all  the 
“  weight  and  influence  of  the  government,  for 
■c  obtaining  his  majefty’s  pardon  for  his  of- 
“  fence.” 


“  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great 
“  feal  of  the  faid  province,  at  Phi- 
“  ladelphia,  the  l'econd  day  of 
“  January,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
“  his  majefty’s  reign,  and  in  the 
“  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand 
“  feven  hundred  and  fixty-four. 

John  Penn, 

By  his  honour’s  command 
Joseph  Shippen,  junior,  fee. 

God  fave  the  King. 


Thefe  proclamations  produced  no  difcovery  5 
the  murderers  and  their  partifans  having  given 
out  fuch  threatenings  againft  thofe  who  dil'ap- 
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chap,  proved  their  proceedings,  that  the  whole  coun- 
t  n'  ,  try  feemed  to  be  terrihed,  and  not  one  durlt 
1764.  diifcover  what  he  knew;  even  letters  from 
thence  were  unfigned,  in  which  any  diflike  to 
thefe  fhocking  enormities  was  expreffed. 

Neither  doth  it  appear  that  proper  meafures 
were  taken  by  the  magiflrates  in  that  county  for 
the  purpofe  of  difcovering  the  criminals.  In¬ 
deed  whether  it  proceeded  from  fear  or  favour, 
the  conduct  of  thele  magiflrates  feems  highly 
reprehenfible ;  to  confine  the  poor  creatures 
under  promife  of  protection,  and  fuffer  them 
to  be  butchered,  as  before  their  faces,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  their  good  faith ;  and  make  no  effort 
either  to  give  them  the  protection  which  they 
had  promifed,  or  to  apprehend  and  bring  to  juf- 
tice  the  perpetrators ;  either  of  w^hich  one 
might  prefume  they  might  have  effected. 

Having  proceeded  fo  far  with  impunity,  it  en- 
creafed  their  infolence ;  filled  wuth  rage  againft 
all  Indians,  they  feemed  determined  to  deftroy 
them  in  like  manner,  in  defiance  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  itfelf,  they  prevailed  with  others  to  join 
them,  writh  a  viewr  to  encreafe  the  number  of 
0t!  er  offenders,  fo  much  as  to  render  it  dangerous  or 
friendly  difficult  to  bring  them  to  juftice.  There  yet 
remoTedto  remained  a  number  of  friendly  Indians,  who  had 
Phiiadei-  P1Jt  themfelves  under  the  immediate  protection 
phia  for  of  government,  by  whofe  orders  they  were 
protection.  removed  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  from  the 
plantations,  on  which  rnoft  of  them  had  lived 
many  years  under  the  care  of  the  Moravians, 
by  whofe  miffionaries  they  had  been  brought 
to  the  profeilion  of  the  chriftian  religion  with 
them,  and  lived  foberly  and  peaceably  on  the 
fruit  of  their  own  labour  and  induftry. 


From 
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From  the  intelligence  received  from  time  to  c  h  a  p. 
time  of  the  defign  of  the  rioters  to  deftroy  thefe  iL 
Indians  in  the  barracks,  it  was  refolved  by  ,^4. 
government  to  remove  them,  firft  to  the  Pro- 
vince-ifland,  as  a  place  of  greater  fafety;  and 
afterwards  to  convey  them  out  of  the  province, 
and  commit  them  to  the  immediate  care  cf  Sir 
William  Johnl’on,  the  king’s  agent  for  Indian, 
affairs;  and  the  general  at  New  York.  They 
were  accordingly  lent  through  the  province  of 
New  Jerfey  as  far  as  Amboy;  but  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  New  York  refufing  them  admittance 
into  his  province,  they  were  foon  after  ordered 
to  return  to  Philadelphia,  and  general  Gage 
fending  a  number  of  foldiers  for  their  protection 
on  their  return,  they  were  lodged  in  the  barracks 
under  a  guard. 

The  rioters  enraged  at  their  difappointment,  Further 
as  foon  as  they  heard  of  the  return  of  the  Indi-  mifchicfis 
ans,  of  which  they  received  early  intelligence  lntcnckd‘ 
from  their  accomplices  in  the  city,  affembled 
again  in  numbers.  Accounts  were  received  of 
their  proceedings,  and  breathing  out  threaten- 
ings  of  executing  their  barbarous  intentions,  not 
only  againft  the  Indians,  but  all  that  defended 
them,  and  particularly  againll  fome  concerned 
in  government,  as  well  as  fundry  private  per- 
fons. 

On  the  4th  of  the  month,  called  February, 

1 764,  the  governor  receiving  information  that 
the  rioters  were  on  their  march  towards  the 
city,  called  the  inhabitants  together  to  confult 
them  upon  fuch  msafures  as  he  thought  advif- 
able  for  preventing  the  intended  mifchief;  num-  with  thc 
bers  (hewed  more  readinefs  than  was  expected  “n^** 
to  fupport  his  authority,  and  to  oppofe  fuch  a 

daring 
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chap,  daring  infult  offered  to  the  government.  About 

.  11 ' ,  midnight  fucceeding  the  following  day,  frefh 

1764.  advice  was  received  of  their  near  approach, 
and  precautions  being  taken  to  prevent  their 
palling  the  ferries  over  the  river,  and  a  very 
heavy  rain  having  railed  the  fords,  retarded 
Rioters  ttie^r  march-  They  came  down  to  Germantown, 
come  with- about  fix  miles  from  Philadelphia,  from  whence 
-“they  fent  their  fpies  into  the  city,  to  obferve 
deiphia.  the  condudl  and  preparations  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  again  ft  them ;  and  by  their  intelligence 
finding  they  were  likely  to  meet  with  a  very 
different  reception  from  that  which  they  had 
experienced  at  Lancafter,  they  though  it  fafeft 
to  halt  there,  and  return  home  without  effedl- 
fng  their  purpofe.  Polfibly  this  account  of  thefe 
murders  and  riots  may  appear  foreign  to  our 
fubjedl,  and  thus  far  it  is  fo;  but  the  people 
called  Quakers,  although  they  wrere  of  a  very 
contrary  difpofition,  and  could  hate  no  concern  in 
fuch  adtions,  yet  they  were  very  caufelefly  in¬ 
volved  in  the  confequences.  When  the  rioters 
came  to  Germantown,  and  found  themfelves 
fruftrated  in  their  defigns,  they  dropped  their 
menaces  of  deftroying  the  Indians,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  complain  of  grievances.  A  paper  un- 
figned  had  been  delivered  to  the  governor,  as 
from  the  rioters  on  their  march,  though  it  was 
doubted  whether  many  of  them  were  acquainted 
with  the  contents,  and  whether  it  was  not  ra¬ 
ther  the  compofition  of  fome  of  their  abettors. 
Governor  On  the  7th  of  the  month  fome  perfons  by  the 
pTrfoir^6  governor's  authority,  went  to  meet  them,  and 
m«t  them,  inquire  into  the  reafon  of  their  tumultuous  ap¬ 
pearance.  It  appeared  in  the  conference  held 
.  with  them,  that  thefe  people  were  much  de¬ 
luded 
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luded  through  invidious  mifreprefentations,  chap, 
which  had  raifed  their  prejudice  againft  the  I1; 
condudl  of  the  government.  In  fine,  their  lead- 
ers  engaged  they  fhould  return  home,  two  of  They  deli- 
them  being  agreed  upon  to  reprefent  the  reft,  in  ^naft^'ce 
order  to  lay  the  grievances  they  pretended  they  and  return 
w ere  under  before  the  governor,  and  the  affem- home* 
bly  then  fitting. 

A  declaration  of  their  intentions,  I  fuppofe, 
and  a  remonftrance  of  their  grievances  were 
prefented  to  the  legiflature  ;  and  the  meeting 
for  fufferings  at  Philadelphia  receiving  informa¬ 
tion  that  the  laid  declaration  and  remonftrance 
contained  groundlefs  reflections  on  the  Quakers 
as  a  fociety,  they  applied  to  the  governor,  re¬ 
queuing  a  copy  of  each,  which  he  readily 
granted;  whereupon  they  agreed  upon  an  ad- 
drefs  in  anfwer  thereto,  which  they  prefented 
to  the  governor  as  follows. 

To  John  Penn,  Efq.  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  Penfylvania. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers 
in  the  faid  Province. 

May  it  pleafe  the  Governor, 

“  We  acknowledge  thy  kind  reception  of  our  Addrefs  of 
“  application  for  copies  of  the  two  papers  pre-  '^kpJ°Ple 
“  fented  to  thee  by  fome  of  the  frontier  inhabi-  Quakers  to 
**  tants  of  this  province,  on  the  6th  and  13th  ,he  fiover* 
tc  inftant,  which  we  hav  e  perufed  and  confider- 
“  ed,  and  find  feveral  parts  thereof  are  evident- 
“  ly  intended  to  render  us  odious  to  our  fupe- 

“  riors, 
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cc  riors,  and  to  keep  up  a  tumultuous  fpirit 
“  among  the  inconfiderate  part  of  the  people. 

“  We  therefore  requelt  thy  favourable  atten- 
£f  tion  to  fome  obfervations  which  we  appre- 
££  hend  neceffary  to  offer,  to  affert  our  inno- 
“  cence  of  the  falfe  charges,  and  unjuft  in- 
£c  linuations,  thus  invidioufly  propagated  againlf 


“  Our  religious  fociety  hath  been  well  known 
££  through  the  Britifh  dominions  above  an  hun- 
£C  dred  yean>,  and  was  never  concerned  in  pro- 
£c  moting  or  countenancing  any  plots  or  infur- 
££  redions  againft  the  government;  but  on  the 
££  contrary,  when  ambitious  men,  thirfting  for 
“  power,  have  embroiled  the  ftate  in  inteiline 
££  commotions  and  bloodshed,  fubverting  the 
££  order  of  government;  our  forefathers,  by 
££  their  public  declarations,  and  peaceable  con- 
tc  du6t,  manifefted  their  abhorrence  of  fach 
tc  traiterous  proceedings ;  and  notwith handing 
cc  they  were  often  fubjefted  to  grofs  abufes  in 
“  their  characters  and  .perfons,  and  cruel  im- 
cc  prifonments,  perfecutions,  and  fome  of  them 
£C  to  the  lofs  of  their  lives,  through  the  infti- 
££  gation  of  wicked  and  unreafonable  men,  they 
£C  iteadily  maintained  their  profeflion,  and  a£ted 
££  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  true  dif- 
c‘  ciples  of  Chrift ;  and  by  their  innocent  peaee- 
£c  able  condudt,  having  approved  tbemfelves 
<c  faithful  and  loyal  fubjefis,  they  obtained 
££  the  favour  of  the  government,  and  were  by 
£C  royal  authority  entrufted  with  many  valua- 
cc  ble  rights  and  privileges,  to  be  enjoyed  by 
£c  them  and  their  i'ucceffors,  with  the  property 
£  they  purchafed  in  the  foil  of  this  province; 
££  which  induced  them  to  remove  from  their 

££  native 
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fC  native  land,  with  fome  of  their  neighbours  ofc  hap. 
tc  other  religious  focieties,  and  at  their  own  ex- 
“  penfe,  without  any  charge  to  the  public,  to'"'7~6~“~ 
“  encounter  the  difficulties  of  improving  a  wil-  '  4 
<f  dernefs,  in  which  the  bleffings  of  divine  pro- 
“  vidence  attended  their  endeavours  beyond 
“  all  human  expe&ation;  and  from  the  firlt 
£f  fettling  of  the  province,  till  within  a  few 
<c  years  part,  both  the  framing  and  adminiftra- 
tc  tion  of  the  laws  were  committed  chiefly  to 
“  men  of  our  religious  principles,  under  whom 
“  tranquillity  and  peace  were  preferred  among 
“  the  inhabitants,  and  with  the  natives.  The 
“  land  rejoiced,  and  every  man  was  protected 
tc  in  his  perfon  and  property,  and  in  the  full 
“  enjoyment  of  religious  and  civil  liberty;  but 
“  with  grief  and  forrow,  for  fome  years  paft, 

“  we  have  obferved  the  circumftances  of  the  . 

“  province  to  be  much  changed,  and  that 
“  inteftine  animofities,  and  the  defolating 
<£  calamities  of  war,  have  taken  place  of  tran- 
“  quillity  and  peace. 

“  We  have,  as  a  religious  fociety,  ever  care- 
“  fully  avoided  admitting  matters  immediately 
“  relating  to  civil  government  into  our  delibe- 
<c  rations,  farther  than  to  excite  and  engage 
“  each  other  to  demean  ourfelves  as  dutiful  lub- 
“  jedls  to  the  king,  with  due  refped  to  thole  in 
“  authority  under  him,  and  to  live  agreeable  to 
<c  the  religious  principles  we  profefs,  and  to  the 
“  uniform  example  of  our  anceflors,  and  to 
tc  this  end  meetings  were  inftituted,  and  are 
“  flill  maintained,  m  wffiich  our  care  and  con- 
“  cern  are  manifefled  to  preferve  that  difcip- 
“  ii°e  and  good  order  among  us,  which  tend 
“  only  to  the  promotion  of  piety  and  virtue; 

“  yet 
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c  h  a  p.  “  yet  as  members  of  civil  fociety,  fervices  fome- 
n-  «  times  occur  which  we  do  not  judge  expedi- 
<£  ent  to  become  the  fubjeft  of  the  confide- 
“  ration  of  our  religious  meetings,  and  of  this 
“  nature  is  the  aflociation  formed  by  a  number 
“  of  perfons  in  religious  profeffion  with  us,  of 
££  vchich  on  this  occafion  it  feems  incumbent  on 
“  us  to  give  fome  account  to  the  governor,  as 
“  their  conduct  is  mifreprefented,  in  order  to- 
£c  calumniate  and  reproach  us  as  a  religious 
tc  fociety,  by  the  inlinuations  and  (landers  in 
“  the  papers  fent  to  the  governor,  and  particu- 
“  larly  in  the  unfigned  declaration,  on  behalf 
cc  of  a  number  of  armed  men,  on  the  fixth  in- 
££  (taut,  then  approaching  the  city,  from  diftant 
“  parts  of  the  province,  to  the  difturbance  of 
££  the  public  peace. 

“  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1756,  the  diftrefs 
££  of  the  province  being  very  great,  and  the  de- 
(C  folating  calamities  of  a  general  Indian  war 
“  apprehended,  at  the  inltance  of  the  provin- 
“  cial  interpreter  Conrad-  Weifer,  and  with  the 
“  approbation  of  governor  Morris,  fome  of  us 
<c  effayed  to  promote  a  reconciliation  with  the 
“  Indians  and  their  endeavours  being  bleffed 
“  with  fuccefs,  the  happy  effedls  thereof  were 
cc  foon  manifeft,  and  a  real  concern  for  the 
£C  then  deplorable  (ituation  of  our  fellow  fub- 
ec  je£ls  on  the  frontiers  prevailing,  in  order  that 
cc  they  might  be  capable  of  rendering  fome  ef- 
£c  feftual  fervice ;  they  freely  contributed  com 
££  (iderable  fums  of  money,  and  engaged  others 
££  in  like  manner  to  contribute,  fo  that  about 
££  5000/.  was  raifed,  in  order  to  be  employed 
£C  for  the  fervice  of  the  public,  and  chief  part 
(  thereof  hath  been  fmce  expended  in  prefents 

££  given 
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given  at  the  public  treaties  (where  they  c 
were  fometimes  delivered  by  the  governors 
of  this  province,  and  at  other  times  with  " 
their  privity  and  permifiion)  for  promoting 
the  falutary  meafures  of  regaining  and  con¬ 
firming  peace  with  the  Indians,  and  procuring 
the  relcafe  of  our  countrymen  in  captivity; 
and  thereby  a  confiderable  number  have  been 
rellored  to  their  friends ;  and  we  find  that 
the  meafures  thus  purfued  being  made  known 
to  the  king’s  generals,  wEo  from  time  to 
time  were  here,  and  having  been  communi¬ 
cated  by  an  addrefs  lent  to  the  proprietaries  of 
this  province  in  England,  appear,  by  their 
written  anfwers,  and  other  teflimonials,  to 
have  received  their  countenance  and  appro¬ 
bation.  This  being  the  cafe,  and  the  con- 
du£l  of  thofe  concerned  in  thefe  affairs,  e\i- 
dently  contrary  to  the  intent  and  tendency  of 
the  affertion  contained  in  the  laid  unfigned 
declaration,  pretended  to  be  founded  on  the 
records  of  the  county  of  Berks,  we  do  not 
apprehend  it  necefiary  to  fay  any  more 
thereon,  than  that  we  are  (after  proper  en¬ 
quiry)  affured,  that  nothing  of  that  kind  is  to 
be  found  on  thofe  records,  and  that  the  pri¬ 
vate  minute  made  by  Conrad  Weifer,of  a  re¬ 
port  he  had  received  from  two  Indians,  of  a 
ilory  they  had  heard  from  another  Indian, 
pretending  to  be  a  mcffenger  from  the  Ohio, 
does  not  mention  any  perfon  whatever,  nor 
contain  the  charges  expreffed  in  the  decla¬ 
ration,  and  from  the  enquiry  we  have  made, 
we  find  them  grouncllefs  and  unjufl,  and 
uttered  with  a  view  to  amufe  and  inflame 
Vol.  IV.  O  o  “  the 


C£  the  credulous,  and  to  vilify  aDd  calumni- 
££  ate  us. 

££  The  invidious  refleclion  againft  ££  a  fefl 
“  that  have  got  the  political  reins  in'  their 
££  hands,  and  tamely  tyrannize  over  the  good 
“  people  of  this  province;”  though  evidently 
“  levelled  againft  us,  manifefts  the  authors  of 
cc  of  thefe  papers  are  egregioufly  ignorant  of 
ti  cur  conduct,  or  wilfully  bent  on  mifreprefent- 
“  ing  us ;  it  being  known  that  as  a  religious 
f£  body,  we  have  by  public  advices,  and  private 
cc  admonitions,  laboured  with,  and  earneftly  de- 
“  fired,  our  brethren,  who  have  been  elected 
£C  or  appointed  to  public  offices  in  the  govern- 
<£  ment  for  fome  years  paft,  to  decline  taking 
“  upon  them  a  talk  become  fo  arduous,  under 
££  our  late  and  prefent  circumftances ;  and  that 
££  many  have  concurred  with  us  in  this  refoluti- 
£C  on  is  evident,  by  divers  having  voluntarily 
££  religned  their  feats  in  the  houfe  of  affembly, 
££  and  by  others  having,  by  public  advertile- 
££  ments  fignified  their  declining  the  fervice, 
£  and  requefting  their  countrymen  to  choofe 
££  others  in  their  places,  and  that  many  have 
££  refufed  to  accept  of  places  in  the  executive 
“  part  of  the  government.  We  are  not  con- 
££  fcious  that  as  Englifhmen  and  dutiful  fubjects, 
££  we  have  ever  forfeited  our  right  of  ele&ing 
££  or  being  ele^led ;  but  bec^ufe  we  could  ferve 
t£  no  longer  iu  thofe  fi;2tions  with  fatisfa6fion  to 
£:  ourfelves,  many  of  us  have  chofen  to  forbear 
££  the  exercife  of  thefe  rights,  and  wiffi  a  difpo- 
££  fition  of  a  contrary  nature  was  not  fo  manifeft 

in  our  adverlaries. 

££  The  accufation  of  our  having  been  profufe 

to  favages,  and  carefully  avoiding  to  contri- 
‘  ££  bute 
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£c  bute  to  the  relief  and  fupport  of  the  diftreffed  c 
“  families  on  the  frontiers,  who  have  abandon. 

“  ed  their  poffeflions,  and  fled  for  their  lives,  is''" 
“  equally  invidious  and  miftaken ;  we  very 
“  early  and  expeditioufly  promoted  a  fubferip- 
“  tion,  and  contributed  to  the  relief  of  the  dif- 
tc  trefles  of  thofe  who  were  plundered,  and  fled 
“  from  their  habitations  in  the  beginning  of  the 
“  Indian  war,  which  was  diftributed  among 
“  them,  in  proviflons  and  cloathing,  and  afford- 
“  ed  a  feafonable  relief.  Divers  among  us,  in 
“  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  alfo  contributed 
,c  with  others  the  laft  fummer,  and  we  are  well 
“  allured  that  money  was  raifed,  and  fent  up  by 
“  the  members  of  our  fociety  in  different  parts 
“  of  the  country ;  and  as  foon  as  we  were  in- 
“  formed,  that  the  greateft  part  of  what  had 
“  been  voluntarily  raifed  by  the  citizens  of 
“  Philadelphia  was  nearly  expended,  a  fub- 
**  fcription  was  fet  on  foot,  to  which  feveral 
“  very  generoufly  contributed,  and  a  large  fum 
“  might  foon  have  been  railed,  and  was  ftop- 
“  ped  only  on  account  of  the  tumult  which 
“  hath  lately  happened ;  and  it  hath  been  from 
tc  our  regard  to  our  fellow  fubjefts  on  the  fron- 
cc  tiers,  and  fympathy  with  their  affliding  dif- 
‘£  trefles,  and  a  concern  for  the  general  welfare 
££  of  the  province,  that  engaged  our  brethren 
<£  raife  the  money  they  applied  to  promote  a 
cc  pacification  with  the  natives,  and  no  leparate 
££  views  of  interefl:  to  ourfelves ;  but  thus  un» 

£C  happily  our  moft  upright  and  difmterefled  in*. 

<c  tentions  are  milconflrued  and  perverted,  to 
impofe  on  the  weak,  and  anfwer  the  pernicir 
£C  ous  fcjhemes  of  the  enemies  of  peace. 
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“  The  eighth  paragraph  of  the  feeond  paper, 
called  the  remonflrance,  being  chiefly  aufwer- 
ed  by  the  foregoing  obfervations,  it  may  be 
neeelTary  only  to  obferve,  on  the  malicious 
charge  of  “  abetting  the  Indian  enemies,  and 
keeping  up  a  private  intelligence  with  them,” 
which  we  can  allure  the  governor  is  altogether 
falle  and  groundlefs,  and  we  do  not  know  of 
any  member  of  our  fociety  chargeable  there¬ 
with  ;  the  tranfaftion  relating  to  the  firing 
(which  they  have  called  a  belt  of  wampum) 
we  find  by  letters  from  general  Forbes,  and 
other  papers  produced  to  us,  was  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  a  meflfage  fent  by  the  king’s  deputy 
agent  to  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  in  the  name 
of  Sir  William  Johnl'ou,  their  brother  Onas, 
and  the  defendants  of  the  firft  fettlers  who 
came  over  with  their  antient  brother  William 
Penn ;  as  alfo  of  Frederick  Poll’s  being  en¬ 
gaged  by  fome  members  of  our  community 
to  go  on  another  mefifage  to  thefe  Indians, 
by  the  exprefs  orders  of  that  general,  who 
then  commanded  the  king's  army,  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  governor  of  this  pro¬ 
vince;  but  we  do  not  approve  or  think  it  al¬ 
lowable  for  ai  y  private  fubjedl  to  carry  on  a 
correfpondence,  or  treat  with  the  enemies  of  the 
king  and  government,  nor  to  engage  in  the 
tranfadlion  of  any  affairs  of  the  government, 
without  the  privity  and  confent  of  thole  in 
authority  over  us. 

“  We  defire  the  governor  to  exeufe  our  tak¬ 
ing  this  opportunity  of  exculpating  ourfelves 
from  another  falfe  accufation,  indufirioufly 
propaga  ed,  with  a  defign  to  reproach  us  as 
a  fcciety;  it  having  been  reported,  during 


PEOPLE  "called  QUAKERS 


S6S 


c  c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

CC 

CC 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
CC 
cc 
cc 
i  c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

ft 

cc 


1:64. 


the  late  commotion  ia  this  city,  that  fome  chap. 
perfons  of  our  community  had  in  the  evening  u< 
of  the  6th  inftant,  removed,  from  or  near  the 
barracks,  fix  Indians,  to  an  ifland  in  the  river, 
nearly  oppofite  the  city,  with  a  defign  to  con¬ 
ceal  them,  and  evade  their  being  feen  and 
examined  by  fome  of  the  people  from  the 
frontiers,  and  that  an  ex  parte  depofidon  of 
an  apprentice  boy  was  taken  to  that  purpofe; 
upon  hearing  which,  fome  of  us  immediately 
requefted  to  have  the  faid  boy  and  his  mailer 
carefully  examined  before  the  mayor ;  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  both  of  them  were  enjoined 
and  required  by  the  recorder,  and  one  of 
the  aldermen,  to  appear  before  the  mayor,  in 
the  morning  of  the  nth  inftant,  at  11 
o’clock,  but  it  appeared  from  the  teftimony 
of  his  mailer,  that  before  the  time  appointed 
the  boy  abl'conded,  and  after  diligent  fearch 
is  not  fince  found.  Wherefore  the  mayor, 
after  the  examination  of  the  military  officers 
(to  whofe  care  the  Indians  had  been  commit¬ 
ted)  and  of  other  witnefles  relating  to  the 
matter,  upon  confideration  thereof,  and  the 
circumftanees  attending  the  relation ;  firft 
the  alderman,  before  whom  the  depofition 
had  been  made,  and  afterwards  the  mayor 
publicly  declared,  they  were  convinced  the 
accufation  was  utterly  falfe  and  groundlefs. 

“  It  would  be  a  tedious  talk  for  us  to  under¬ 
take  to  anfwer  all  the  flanderous  reports  and 
mifreprefentations,  which  have  been  fpread, 
with  a  defign  to  prejudice  our  characters, 
through  the  malice  of  fome,  and  the  igno¬ 
rance  of  others;  but  hating  the  teftimony  of 

“  our 
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our  confciences  to  recur  to  for  our  innocence, 
we  hope  through  divine  alfi(lance,  we  (hall 
be  enabled  to  bear  reproaches;  and,  by  the 
uprightnefs  of  our  con  dud,  (hew  forth  to  the 
world,  that  we  live  La  the  fear  of  God,  and 
pay  the  juft  returns  of  dutiful  fubmiiTion  to 
the  king,  for  the  continuance  of  his  paternal 
tendernefs  towards  us ;  and  that  we  are,  as 
we  have  ever  been,  real  friends  to  the 
government,  and  fteadily  defirous  of  ading 
agreeable  to  our  ftations,  as  members  of 
civil  fociety. 


«  Signed  on  behalf,  and  by  order  of  a  com- 
«  mittee  appointed  to  represent  our  religious 
<£  fociety  in  Penfylvania  and  fsew  Jerfey,  at  a 
“  meeting  held  in  Philadelphia,  the  25th  of 
<c  fecond  month,  1764.” 


Samuel  Emlen,  junior.  Clerk. 

The  frontiers  were  moftly  inhabited  by  emi¬ 
grants  from  the  north  of  Ireland  and  their  de¬ 
scendants,  and  Germans;  the  latter,  though  l'o- 
licited,  to  their  reputation,  refilled  to  join  with, 
or  have  any  concern  in  thefe  iniquitous  and  tu¬ 
multuous  proceedings. 

And,  as  the  difpofition  and  behaviour  of  the 
people  called  Quakers  towards  the  Indians  had 
been  as  to  all  others  (and  contrary  to  theirs) 
regulated  by  a  ftrid  regard  to  equity,  morality 
and  that  religion  that  dictates  peace  on  earth, 
and  good  will  to  men ;  the  rioters  looking  upon 
it  in  an  invidious  light,  and  as  reproaching  their 
own  too  general  vindictive  temper  and  conduCf, 
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they  went  beyond  all  bounds  of  juliice  and  c  h  a  p- 
truth  in  raoft  abuiive  reprefentations  of  that 
people,  to  w'hom  and  their  predecedors  and 
principles,  Penfylvania  was  principally  indebted 
for  its  prolperity  and  population :  ail  their  con¬ 
duct,  public  and  private,  wras  milconifrued 
w:ith  the  ufual  injuftice  of  party  rage.  * 

Soon  after  writing  the  foregoing,  the  author  I79i. 
was  feized  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  w'hich  in  a  Reach  of 
few  hours  ended  in  his  deceafe. — He  attained  ofCth;Usth°r 
to  70  years,  and  had  been  engaged  during  the  work, 
laft  eight  years  of  his  life  in  writing  this 
hiftory. 

A  Teftimony  from  Lilburn  Men’s  Meeting, 
concerning  our  deceal'ed  friend  John 
Gough,  read  and  approved  in  the  Quarter¬ 
ly-Meeting  for  Ulfter,  held  at  Moyallon  the 
1 8th  of  2d  Month,  and  in  the  National 
Half-year’s  Meeting  in  Dublin,  5th  Month, 

1792. 

He  was  born  at  Kendal  in  Weftmoreland,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1721,  of  parents  pro- 
felling  the  truth,  as  held  by  us,  the  people 

called 

*  Nothing  has  been  added  to  the  copy  left  written  by 
my  father,  except  a  few  of  the  biographical  accounts  of 
deceafed  friends,  which  he  had  propofed  to  be  inferted. 

He  intended  to  have  concluded  the  work  in  this  fourth 
volume,  but  from  the  number  of  original  papers  yet  re¬ 
maining,  it  feems  impracticable.  Thofe  papers  are  now 
in  my  polfeflron,  and  fha.ll  be  carefully  preferred,  till 
l'ome  friend  may  fee  it  his  bufmefs  to  finilh  it  in  a  filth 
volume. 

Lilburn  in  Ireland,  5th 
of  fixth  mo.  1792. 


John  Gough,  Junior. 
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c  H|(A  p-called  Quakers,  and  by  the  information  we 

_ have  received  concerning  him,  we  find  that 

1791.  from  his  youth  he  was  much  inclined  to  feriouf- 
nefs  and  thoughtfulnels,  being  early  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  teachings  of  divine  grace  in 
his  heart,  and  meafurably  attending  thereto,  he 
became  an  example  of  plainnefs,  frugality  and 
fobriety,  in  his  apparel  and  conduct,  and  was 
thereby  preferred  from  the  evils  and  condem- 
nable  pra6lices,  into  which  too  many  of  our 
youth  by  purfuing  a  contrary  condudf,  have  un¬ 
happily  fallen. 

Having  received  an  education  fuitable  to 
qualify  him  for  a  fehoolmafter,  and  being  en¬ 
dowed  with  good  natural  parts,  he  wras  employ¬ 
ed  about  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  age  as  uftier 
in  a  friend’s  fchool,  at  Pickwich  in  Wiltfhire, 
in  which  ftation  he  continued  four  years,  and 
then  refigning  his  place,  he  removed  into  this 
kingdom. 

In  the  year  1750,  he  fettled  in  Dublin,  where 
he  remained  about  twenty  four  years,  follow¬ 
ing  the  occupation  of  a  fehoolmafter.  During 
his  refidence  in  that  city,  he  approved  himfelf 
a  valuable  member  of  fociety,  having  experi¬ 
enced  through  the  fanctifying  operation  of  the 
fpirit  of  truth,  a  gradual  advancement  in  the 
work  of  righteoufnefs,  as  he  grew  in  years,  grow¬ 
ing  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  he  was  thereby  fitted  for 
fervice,  and  being  appointed  to  the  office  of  an 
elder  in  the  church,  pretty  fhortly  after  his  fet- 
tlement  there,  he  was  found  truly  ferviceable 
in  his  ftation  amongft  his  brethren. 


In 
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Li  the  year  1774,  he  was  induced  by  an  ap-c  hap. 
prehenfion  of  duty  to  remove  into  this  neigh-  “• 
bourhood,  and  undertook  the  care  of  a  board-  \-gi, 
ing  fchool,  about  which  period  he  was  called 
forth  into  the  more  public  work  of  the  miniftry, 
and  approved  himfelf  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift 
as  an  able  minifter,  fpeaking  the  things  that  be¬ 
came  found  do&rine,  labouring  abundantly  in 
the  frefh  flowings  forth  of  gofpel  love,  for  the 
exaltation  of  truth  and  the  edification  of  the 
body.  In  the  courfe  of  his  minifterial  labours, 
he  vifited  the  province  of  Munfter  and  fundry 
parts  of  Leinfter,  and  once,  viz.  in  the  year 
1785,  feveral  counties  in  England,  he  alfo  fun- 
dry  times  attended  the  yearly  meeting  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  on  all  thefe  occafions  we  have  reafon 
to  believe  his  company  and  fervices  were  truly 
acceptable  to  friends. 

Iri  tranfafling  the  affairs  of  the  church, 
he  was  eminently  fkilful  and  of  extenfive  ufe 
in  the  fociety,  particularly  by  his  afliftance 
therein  at  the  time  of  our  national  afifemblies, 
being  favoured  with  a  found  judgment,  quick 
conception  and  a  right  underhand  ing  of  the 
letter  and  fpirit  of  our  difcipline,  with  the 
capacity  of  exprefling  his  thoughts  in  a  clear, 
concife  and  convincing  manner.  He  was  often 
inftrumental  by  his  judicious  and  feafonable 
remarks,  in  cafes  of  difficulty,  w here  friends 
were  divided  in  judgment,  in  reconciling 
their  different  fentiments,  to  the  prefervation 
of  harmony  and  concord;  yet  was  he  care¬ 
ful  not  to  prefs  his  opinion  above  meafure, 
thereby  manifefiing  his  regard  to  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  good  order  in  the  church  of  Chrifl, 

in 


HISTORY  of  the 


\ 


570 

c  h  a  p.  in  obfervance  of  the  apoftle’s  injunction  to 
n*  his  fon  Timothy,  that  the  fervant  of  the  Lord 
i-jgi.  mud  not  drive,  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men, 
apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meeknefs  indruCling 
thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves.  He  alfo  (hewed 
a  good  example  of  brotherly  condefcenfion 
in  giving  up  to  the  neceflary  fervice  and  ap¬ 
pointments  of  the  meeting,  at  the  requed  of 
his  brethren. 

He  was  of  a  fober,  circumfped  life  and 
converfation,  as  becometh  the  gofpel  of  Chrid; 
plain  and  humble  in  his  appearance,  and  grave 
in  deportment,  (hewing  himfelf  a  pattern  of 
good  works,  in  do&rine  (hewing  uncorrupt- 
nefs,  gravity,  (incerity.  And  although  it  may 
be  faid,  that  in  public  tedimony,  he  was  for 
the  mod  part  drawn  forth  in  a  clofe  line  of 
doClrine,  from  a  weighty  fenfe  of  the  deep 
revolting  and  departure  in  heart  of  many 
of  the  profeffors  of  the  blefTed  truth,  in  the 
prefent  day,  from  the  holy  law  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Prince  of  peace,  yet  at  other 
feafons,  particularly  in  more  feledl  opportu¬ 
nities,  he  was  experienced  to  be  as  a  nurdng 
father  to  the  children  of  the  family,  a  tender 
indruclor  in  the  wTay  to  the  kingdom,  and 
an  encourager  of  the  honed-hearted  therein. 

And  if  we  confider  him  in  the  more  con- 
traded  circle  of  private  life,  he  was  a  kind 
and  afifeClionate  neighbour,  full  of  tendemefs 
and  compadion,  feeling  in  much  fympathy 
for  the  trials  and  fufterings  of  his  friends, 
whom  he  negleCled  not  to  vifit,  and  to  com- 
miferate  in  their  dilirefs  as  opportunity  of¬ 
fered 
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fered,  to  cheer  the  drooping  heart  and  to 
adminifter  confoladon  to  the  affii&ed. 

He  was  a  diligent  attender  of  meetings  for 
worfhip  and  difcipline  at  home  and  abroad, 
being  fcarcely  ever  abfent  from  our  general 
province  quarterly  and  national  meetings,  he 
likewife  frequently  vifited  the  lmaller  meet¬ 
ings,  and  the  adjacent  meetings  of  difcipline, 
as  alfo  the  families  of  friends  in  different  parts 
of  this  province,  to  good  fatisfa&ion,  being 
often  therein  much  favoured  to  fpeak  appli- 
cably  to  the  feveral  hates  of  the  vifited. 
And  when  releafed  from  fervices  of  this  na¬ 
ture  abroad,  he  was  careful  not  to  be  flothful 
in  bufinefs  at  home,  being  clolely  employed 
for  feveral  years  during  the  latter  flage  of 
his  life,  in  the  weighty  and  arduous  under¬ 
taking  of  compiling  a  general  hiftory  of  our 
fociety,  three  volumes  of  which  have  been 
lately  publifhed,  and  the  remaining  one  brought 
very  nearly  to  a  conclufion ;  of  this  work 
as  it  is  already  well  known  and  pretty  gene¬ 
rally  in  friends  hands,  it  does  not  appear 
needful  for  us  to  fay  much,  further  than  to 
exprefs  our  hope  that  it  may  be  as  a  me¬ 
morial  to  many,  of  thofe  ufeful  talents  where¬ 
with  he  was  gifted,  and  of  his  application 
of  them,  under  the  influence  of  divine  aid, 
with  diligence  and  devotednefs  of  heart,  to 
the  caufe  and  fervice  of  truth  in  his  gene¬ 
ration. 

About  a  year  before  his  death,  he  was 
attacked  with  a  fudden  flroke  of  the  paralytic 
kind,  which  gave  much  caufe  of  apprehen- 
hon  to  his  family  and  friends,  that  the  time 
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chap,  of  his  departure  was  at  hand ;  from  which 
u-  however  he  fo  far  recovered  as  to  uuder- 
, take  the  performance  of  a  religious  vifit  to 
lome  meetings  in  the  province  of  Leinfter, 
and  to  join  with  fundry  friends,  nominated 
by  our  national  meeting,  in  vifiting  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  difcipline  in  Munfter,  and  he  was 
furnifhed  with  ftrength  and  ability  to  ae- 
complilh  the  fervice  and  to  return  to  his  family 
in  peace. 

He  was  at  times  concerned  in  public  fup- 
plication  in  our  affemblies,  on  which  occa- 
fions  he  appeared  weighty  and  fervent  in 
fpirit,  as  one  deeply  impreffed  with  a  reve¬ 
rent  lenfe  of  the  folemnity  of  the  engagement, 
and  a  few  weeks  previous  to  his  death,  be¬ 
ing  engaged  on  this  wife,  after  interceding 
for  the  general  date  of  the  church,  he  was 
led  by  a  remarkable  tranfition,  as  if  favoured 
with  a  fenfe  of  his  approaching  diffolution, 
to  fupplicate  on  his  own  behalf,  that  he  might 
be  more  and  more  purified  and  fitted  for  his 
final  change,  that  when  the  angel  of  the  di¬ 
vine  prelence  fhould  be  fent  to  his  habita- 
•  tion  with  the  iolemn  meflage  that  time 
fhould  be  to  him  no  longer,  he  might  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  join  the  hundred  and  forty  four 
thoufand  who  were  redeemed  from  the  earth, 
iu  finging  praifes  to  the  lamb.  And  as  our 
dear  friend  continued  a  zealous  and  diligent 
labourer  in  the  vineyard  until  the  conclu- 
fion  of  his  days,  being  willing  to  fpend  and 
to  be  fpent,  that  fo  he  might  fmifih  the  work 
allotted  to  him  therein,  as  a  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  fervant;  we  doubt  not  but  he  is  now  a 
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partaker  of  the  bleffed  recompenfe  of  reward  chap. 
in  the  joy  of  his  Lord.  n. 

On  the  25th  day  of  the  tenth  month, ' "" 
1791,  being  luddenly  feized  with  another  fit, 
which  in  a  few  hours  put  a  period  to  his 
exifleuee  in  this  ffate  of  mutability,  he  quietly 
departed  as  one  falling  alleep  and  on  the 
28th  he  was  decently  interred  in  friends 
burying  ground  at  Lifburn  after  a  folemn 
meeting. 


End  of  the  Fourth  Volume. 
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for  difcovering  the  murderers, 
p.  550. — The  remaining  14 
Indians murderedat  Lancafter, 
P-  55 r- — Second  proclamation, 
p.  551. — Other  Indians  re¬ 
moved  to  Philadelphia  for  pro¬ 
tection,  p.  554. — The  murder¬ 
ers  and  their  abettors  threaten 
Philadelphia,  but  flop  within 
fix  miles  of  it,  and  fend  in  a 
remonftrance,  p.  556,  557. — 
Addrefs  of  the  people  called 
Quakers  on  the  foregoing  fub- 
jeft,  p.  557. 
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Ireland,  friends  there  allowed  to 
anfwer  bills  in  chancery  upon 
their  affirmation,  p.  258. — Ex¬ 
empted  from  the  penalties  of 
2d  Elizabeth. — A  provincial 
vifit,  p.  259. — Affirmation-act 
obtained,  p.  260. — Renewed, 
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ry  to  America,  p.  9, 1 28. — En¬ 
deavours  more  to  depreciate 
the  Quakers  than  to  recom¬ 
mend  epifcopacy,  p.  129. — 
His  interview  with  John  Rich- 
ardfon,  p.  130. — Next  meets 
with  Thomas  Story. — He 
challenges  Samuel  Bownas  to 
a  difpute,  p.  1 34. — Sends  Brad¬ 
ford  to  take  advantage  of  Sa¬ 
muel’s  doctrine,  p.  1 35. — Who 
informs  againft  him  and  pro¬ 
cures  his  imprifonment,  p.  137. 
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and  gets  a  living  in  Suffex,  p. 
t  ]  |. — Becomes  uneafy  to  his 
parifhioners  about  their  tithes, 
p.  145. — Further  account  of 
him,  p.  146. 
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- Alexander  Seaton,  p.  262. 
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307. 
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- John  Eftaugh,  p.  454. 

- JohnCadwallader, p.457. 

- John  Goodwin,  p.  541. 
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Meeting-houfe  at  Park,  South¬ 
wark,  cafe  thereof,  p.  32. 

. - -  at  Savoy,  London, 

ditto. 

- at  Oxford  much  da¬ 
maged,  note,  p.  163. 

Meeting  for  fufferings  eftablifhed 
at  Philadelphia,  p.  480. 
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Meeting  in  London  depute  two 
friends  to  carry  an  epiftle  of 
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nia,  p.  486.  ‘ 
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Nobleman,  advice  of  one  to 
friends  of  London  on  Penfyl¬ 
vania  affairs,  p.  483* 
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Overton,  Samuel,  his  life,  p.  31 1. 
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Peifley,  Mary,  her  life,  p.  439. 

Penn,  William,  his  letter  to  the 
fettlers  in  Penfylvania,  p.  154. 

- - -  his  death,  &c.  p. 

Pc-  a-'.ia,  original  ftate  of  that 
p  vince,  p.  458. — Long  en- 
jv  ment  of  peace,  p.  460. — 
Due  regard  paid  to  religion, 
&c.  ibid. — Profperity  under 
the  government  of  Quakers, 
p.  461. — Envious  perions  caufe 
dilfatisfadlion  there,  p.  462. — 
The  proprietary  governors  en¬ 
deavour  to  encroach  on  the 
privileges  of  the  people,  p.462. 
— Conceive  a  diiiike  againll  the 
Quakers  on  account  of  their 
adherence  to  the  eftablifhed 
conftitution,  p.  4.63. — The 
French  caufe  the  Indians  to 
make  war  on  the  province,  p. 

464.  — Friends  addrefs  on  ac¬ 
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on  the  Indians,  p.  473. — 
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the  fufferers  in  the  Indian  war, 
p.  479. — Meeting  for  fuffer- 
ings  eftablifhed,  480. — The 
meeting  for  fufferings  interpofe 
on  behalf  of  their  friends  in 
Penfylvania,  p.  482. — New  go¬ 
vernor  appointed,  p.  487. — 
But  one-third  of  the  affembly 
of  thofe  called  Quakers,  p.  488. 
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the  militia  laws,  p.  489. — In¬ 
habitants  of  Penfylvania  divide 
into  parties,  p.  489. — The  peo¬ 
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p.  490. — Proprietaries  refufe 
letting  their  eftates  be  taxed, 
p.  491. — An  apology  of  the 
Quakers  for  not  joining  in  a 
general  faft,  p.  494. — Affocia- 
ticn  for  preferving  peace,  p. 
504. — Friends  attend  an  Indi¬ 
an  treaty,  p.  506. — Friends  ad¬ 
drefs  the  affembly  to  prohibit 
an  intended  theatre,  p.  510. — 
Letter  from  meeting  for  fuf¬ 
ferings  in  London  to  that  at 
Philadelphia,  Appendix,  p. 
51 1. — Summary  account  of 
Occurrences  with  governor 
Denny,  Appendix,  p.  5  1 3.  See 
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Pitts,  William,  his  life,  p.  422. 

Pretender,  young,  lands  in  Scot¬ 
land,  P-  334- 

Profecu:ions,lift  of  fevere,  p.  280, 
281. 
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demands,  p.  289,  &c. 
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(Quakers,  aft  palled  againll  them 
under  the  title  of  hereticks,  p. 
56. — Remonftrate  againll  the 
fchifm-aft,  p.  1 24. — Addrels 
the  king  upon  the  extinction  of 
the  rebellion,  1715,  p.  167. — 
Admitted  to  the  freedom  of  cor¬ 
porations  upon  their  affirmati¬ 
on,  p.  204. — Some  in  New- 
England  imprifoned  for  declin¬ 
ing  to  aifefs  the  priell’s  wages, 
p.  219. 

Queen  Anne  afcends  the  throne,  p. 
3. — Declares  her  refolution  to 
maintain  the  toleration,  p.  5. 
— Repeals  an  aft  palled  in  the 
colony  of  Connefticut  againll 
Quakers  under  the  title  of  he¬ 
reticks.  p.  57. — Her  death,  p. 
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Rebellion  in  Scotland,  1715,  p. 
165. — Quelled,  p.  166. — Ad- 
drefs  on  this  occafion,  p.  167. 
— Ditto,  in  1745,  p.  334. — 
Quelled,  p.  335. — Addrels  on 
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to  enquire  into  the  complaints 
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Schifm,  aft  againll  the  growth 
thereof,p.i2  3. — Remonltrance 
againll  it,  p.  124 — Rendered 
ineffeftual  by  the  queen’s  death, 
p.  126. — Repealed,  p.  1 76. 

Story,  Chrillopher,  account  of 
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land,  p.  243 — At  Kilkenny 
perfecuted  by  the  bilhop  of 
OlTory,  ibid. — Committed  to 
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Again  imprifoned,  p.  250. — 
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life,  p.  322. 

Style,  alteration  of  the,  p.  369. 
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Tithes,  account  of  feveral  who 
laid  down  their  lives  in  prifon 
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Tortola,  Illand,  convincement 
there,  p.  445. 

Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  p. 
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U. 
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Waldenfield,  Samuel,  account  of 
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\\  hitehead,  George,  account  of 
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